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UK may adopt Euro-inflation rules 
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THE GOVERNMENT is consid- 
ering setting a new euro- 
inflation target for the Bank of 
England as a step on the way 
towards joining the single cur- 
rency. A switch to the har- 
monised measure of inflation 
would pave the way for big 
cuts in British interest rates. 

The new target, under active 
discussion in the Treasury, 
would be based on the har- 
monised price measure used by 
members of the European sin- 
gle currency. It would replace 
the existing target for UK retail 


By diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


price inflation. Although no de- 
cision has yet been taken, the 
move could be announced in 
the March Budget, when Gor- 
don Brown has to confirm the 
inflation target Alternatively, 
the Chancellor could introduce 
a target either in the national 
changeover plan for Britain’s 
possible entry into the euro, due 
to be published later this 
month, or in his annual Man- 
sion House speech. 


Adopting the same inflation 
target as the euro members is 
seen as an essential part of the 
preparation for eventual UK 
entry by Treasury officials. But 
the decision will also be taken 
as a clear signal of the Gov- 
ernment’s intention to join, 
making its timing sensitive. 

If the euro-inilation mea- 
sure is adopted, it would add to 
the pressure on the Bank of 
England to cut interest rates. 
UK inflation as measured by 
the “harmonised index of con- 
sumer prices" is just 1.4 per 


cent, well below the 2 per cent 
inflation target adopted by the 
European Centra] Bank (ECB). 

The ECB has set a target 
which requires inflation on the 
harmonised measure to be 
below 2 per cent. The Govern- 
ment has set the Bank of Eng- 
land a target of 2.5 per cent for 
retail price inflation excluding 
mortgage interest payments, 
known as the RPIX, with up to 
l per cent deviation either way. 

The liarmonised price index 
was created after the Maas- 
tricht treaty so that European 


Union countries would have a 
directly comparable measure of 
inflation. 

It is similar to the RPIX but 
includes goods such as com- 
puters whose price has been 
foiling sharply, and is therefore 
lower. 

The latest UK figures for in- 
flation put the annual increase 
in the RPIX at 2.5 per cent, or 
just on target, in November, 
whereas the euro-inflation 
measure stood at just 1.4 per 
cent for the UK or well below 
target Interest rates in Britain 


are more than double the 
Euroland level, currently 3 per 
cent. 

Even if the Bank does decide 
to cut rates from 6J25 per cent 
when the monthly' meeting of its 
Monetary Policy Committee 
ends at noon today, the gap be- 
tween the cost of loans in 
Britain and across the Channel 
will remain unusually large. 

Hopes of the fourth reduction 
in the cost of loans in as many 
months sent share prices in 
London soaring yesterday. The 
FTSE-100 index jumped 191 


points to 6,1 4&S. within a whisker 
of its July record of 6.179. 

Many City experts believe 
the economy is weak enough for 
inflation to be no danger. Even 
so, switching targets could still 
pose the presentational prob- 
lem of convincing the financial 
markets that the Government 
was not turning softer on in- 
flation because it fears a re- 
cession. 

The Bank of England has 
come under intense pressure 
from both sides of industry- to 
cut interest rates further and 


foster. The Tirades Union Con- 
gress weighed in yesterday 
with a call for a full percentage 
point reduction in rates today. 

Separately, a survey of the 
service sector suggested that 
business has slowed so much 
that firms in the most buoyant 
part of the economy have start- 
ed to axe jobs. 

Only the computer industry 
is continuing to expand vigor- 
ously. 

Labour backs European 
manifesto, page 2; Leading 
article. Review, page 3 
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TONY BLAIR sought yesterday 
to reassert his authority over 
his feuding Cabinet and to put 
his New Labour project back on 
course by reaffirming his 
strong personal alliance with 
the Chancellor Gordon Brown. 

As he started a three-day 
visit to South Africa, the Prime 
Minister quashed speculation 
abouta change of direction fid- 
lowing the resignation of the 
arch modernise!; Peter Man- 
delson, from the Cabinet. “The 
course is unchanged,” he said. 

Mr Blair said he had already 
cleared the air with cabinet col- 
leagues and did not plan to raise 
the recent in-fighting at next 
week's cabinet meeting. “As 
for as I am concerned, it is over 
These things happen but Gov- 
ernment goes on." 

However Mr Blair is faring 


By Colin Brown 

In Pretoria 

and Andrew Grice 
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het for a more collective style 
of decision- making. Some min- 
isters axnplain that be allows lit- 
tle debate at the weekly session, 
because derisions have already 
been taken by Downing Street 
and individual ministers. 

“This is a good moment for 
a change of gear” one cabinet 
minister saidyesterday. ’After 
18 months... we should now be 
more involved in the strategic 
decisions.” 

Ministers also complain that 
Mr Brown allows little input into 
economic policy-making. 

Yesterday, Mr Blair praised 
Mr Brown and moved to ce- 
ment their partnership after 
faction-fighting was blamed for 
the decision by Charlie Whelan, 
the Chancellor's press secre- 
tary, to leave his job. 

“Gordon’s work was crucial 
to the creation of New Labour 
and winning the election. We 
have always worked as a team 


and will always work as a 
team... this partnership is built 
to last," Mr Blair said He in- 
sisted that he and Mr Brown 
were “closer than any chan- 
cellor and prime minister in liv- 
ing memory” and that Labour 
was “more ideologically united 
than at any time in its history". 

Mr Blair insisted that his 
party’s links with the Liberal 
Democrats would deepen, 
dashing the hopes of some 
Labour MPs following the de- 
parture of Mr Mandelson, a 
keen advocate of co-operation. 
“We are working closer and that 
will stay " he said 

Mr Blair denied any rift be- 
tween him and John Prescott, 
the Deputy Prime Minister; fid- 
lowing Mr Prescott's interview 
in ThelndepertdenXlastwedtin 
which he called for the Govern- 
ment to getaway from spin-doc- 
toring and back to “substance". 

Mr Blair made it clear there 
would be no return to the “tax 
and spend" policies, despite 
Mr Prescott’s declaration that 
foe Government was now using 
public spending “to uphold foe 
economy in the traditional Key- 
nesian way”. But he was said 
to be “relaxed" about Mr 
Prescott’s remarks. Yesterday 
Mr Prescott dismissed as “non- 
sense” the idea that he had 
formed a pact with Mr Brown. 

Mr Blair said: “I am not 
denying it has been a difficult 
week or two but these things 
happen. The important firing is 
that foe Government stays fo- 
cused on the firings that really 
matter to people.” 

Leading article 

Review; page 3 



Drivers in the Dakar rally fen out across the Mauritanian desert in the fifth stage of the race, which ends on 17 January in Dakar. Senegal Bruno Foblet/Presse Sports 


Five-term year for schools 


THE TRADITIONAL school year 
could be swept away for tens of 
thousands of schoolchildren, it 
emerged last night The 
change, under propolis drawn 
up by local authority leaders, 
would see autumn, spring and 
summer terms replaced by a 
five-term year 

Newham in east London 
could be the first borough to in- 
troduce the new terms, which 
would be in place by September 
next year if parents and teach- 
ers agree. Under foe Newham 


BY BEN RUSSELL 
Education Correspondent 


scheme, foe six-week summer 
holiday would be cut to four. 
Children would also have four 
two-week holidays in October, 
December, March and May. 

Ian Harrison, Newham's di- 
rector of education, said: “We 
agree with the Government 
that there appear to be certain 
advantages with a five-term 
year. The autumn term is ex- 
tremely long at the moment and 


the summer break is veiy big, 
which may be good for staff but 
may not be so good for pupils." 

Croydon council in south- 
west London will put similar 
proposals to parents next term, 
and could introduce the re- 
form in 2001. Officials at Thur- 
rock council in Essex are also 
considering the change. 

Education officials said 
equal-length terms would cut 
truancy, raise standards and 
help stop parents taking term- 
time holidays. 


Teachers' unions con- 
demned the proposals and par- 
ents warned they may prove 
unworkable. Margaret Morris- 
sey i spokeswoman for the 
National Association at Parent 
Teacher Associations, said: “A 
lot of working parents would 
welcome more evenly spread 
holidays, but people do like the 
long summer break. There 
could also be very great 
problems for people who 
need to make childcare 
arrangements 


UN arms inspection team ‘spied for US’ 


THE FUTURE of Unscom, the 
United Nations disarmament 
mission in Iraq, was cast in 
fresh doubt last night after 
publication of allegations that 
intelligence it gathered on the 
security apparatus surrounding 
Saddam Hussein was secretly 
conveyed to the US. 

The reports, in US papers, 
said evidence that it had be- 
come a surrogate spy agency 
for Washington had been pre- 


BY DAVID USBORNE 
in New York 


seated to the Kofi Annan, UN 
Secretary-General The claims 
triggered a crisis at UN head- 
quarters, where a divided Se- 
curity Council is struggling to 
formulate a new policy on Iraq 
since last month's bombard- 
ment by the US and Britain. 

Behind the furore are sus- 
picions that aides to the Sec- 


retary-General if not Mr Annan 
himself may wish to promote 
foe claims to weaken Unscom 
and seek its replacement by a 
less aggressive mechanism 
while ousting its head, Richard 
Butler. Relations between Mr 
Annan and Mr Butler have 
been at rock bottom since foe 
air attacks. 

A spokesman confirmed Mr 
Annan approached Mr Butler 
about rumours ofthe leaks; Mr 


Butler reportedly denied it. 
While Unscom seeks assis- 
tance from countries including 
Britain, Israel and foe US in its 
efforts to monitor activities in 
Iraq, it would be illegal for it to 
share any information it gath- 
ers with those governments. 

Responding to foe reports, in 
the Washington Post and 
Boston Globe, the UN 
spokesman denied the UN had 
evidence of wrongdoing. Mr 


Butler said the reports were un- 
founded: “Have we facilitated 
spying? Are we spies? Ab- 
solutely not,"he told reporters. 

Since 1995 Unscom has ac- 
cepted technical help including 
the loan of American U-2 
planes to eavesdrop on Iraq and 
its security operations. The 
question now is whether any of 
the information was passed to 
the US to help it in its efforts in 
Iraq to destabilise the regime. 


Mr Butler said Unscom had 
only ever sought help with a 
view to ridding Iraq of its pro- 
hibited weapons. “We have 
never accepted or used any of 
that assistance for any other 
purpose, not for any member- 
state’s national purposes, but 
only for our purposes for seek- 
ing to bring about the disar- 
mament of Iraq.” 

Leading article. 
Review, page 3 
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Digital micro-chip 
enhances hearing 
aid to one million 
moves a second 

tiny 2m 
deal wi 


THE new Senso CIC hear- Its microchip is a uny -'-mm 
ing aid is the smallest in the square that can deal with 
(world and the most popular sounds at more than 1,000,000 
amongst those who are in- 


times a second. 

And it self-adjusts continu- 
ously and automatically so as 
to provide the best possible 
hearing - it’s never-too-loud 
nor never-too-soft hearing. 

As well as speech enhance- 
ments in noisy environments, 
feedback 


thc-know about hearing aids. 

The professionals who either 
make, buy. sell or repair hear- 
ings aids are renowned for 
lusing Senso hearing aids. 

So when Widex, the 
traditional Danish master of it deftly manages 
hearing aids, brought out the whistling. 

SENSO CIC there was quite a Another of its strengths is its 
stampede to get one. reliability, having the repuia- 

Wioex have the reputation of u ? n of never lettm S down 
the latest technology, com- w kerever - vou l |' at Vlta ^ 
plete reliability and achieving c P I P n l 1 ^f t: ^ s P e * 
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The resi,ari.hers at Widex jj avt; a bearing loss, 
have already made the giant For more information: 

[eap to digital sound process- 


ing which greatly improves 
'sound claritv. 

Now they have refined it yet 
again improving the CD sound 
quality of the Snso CIC. 


Ring Freephone 

0800 731 4285 


Ouoic ref: DITT 4010 


Please post me full details of Senso CIC without 
any obligation: 

Q Tick if pensioner. PV?r*'. rrv ftratc if rai do ncH want mag hum 
MrfMrsMiss 


Address 


Postcode 


Tel No 


jpbonc or send coupon l extoy (No stamp hiqurld) (gj » 

[ Digital Hearing Lid, «■ “D. FREEPHONE 0800 731 4285! 
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Saatchi tells 
Tories: Don’t 
mock Labour 


MAURICE SAATCHI, the Tory 
advertising guru, has told 
William Hague to stop mocking 
Tony Blair's much-criticised 
“third way" strategy and 
warned that it could be a huge 
vote-winner for Labour 

The Tbiy peer a central 
figure in Conservative cam- 
paigns at the last five general 
elections, paid tribute to Mr 
Blair's skilful rebranding of 
New Labour and warned that 
his ultimate goal is to “destroy 
us completely". 

In a pamphlet to be pub- 
lished today by the Bow Group, 
Lord Saatchi suggested that 
under Mr Hague the Tories 
had not yet developed a 
strategy to bring them back to 
power 

“The Labour Party has a 
plan, and we must have one too 
if we are to fight them sue* 
cessftilly," he said. “If we 
attempt to muddle along; or to 
wait on events, or to be 
obsessed with where we went 
wrong last time, we will lose." 

Mr Hague has poured scorn 
on Mr Blair's adoption of a 
“third way" between old-style 
socialism and traditional Con- 


By Andrew Grice 
P olitical Editor 


servatism. The Ibry leader has 
said Labour is Dying to have it 
“every way" and that the “third 
way" means “third rate". 

But Lord Saatchi said Mr 
Blair’s idea could be “every 
voter's dream". By finding a 
new middle way, Labour could 
consign the Tbries “to the same 
intellectual dustbin of history as 
communism and Marxism". 

He said: “Some Tory critics 
say the ‘third way’ is an empty 
phrase. Don't listen to them. 
They are the same Tories who 
dismissed Labour as an empty 
phrase. 

“We were left fiat-footed by 
the launch of New Labour; un- 
certain whether to criticise it for 
being empty or dangerous; a 
con-trick or candyfloss; a copy 
of us. or what" 

Admiring Mr Blair's sim- 
plistic slogan, he said Old 
Labour was portrayed as bad 
and dangerous, so New Labour 
must be good and safe. “We lost 
our strategic bearings when 
Labour convinced the public its 
copying of our economics was 


a sincere conversion." Lord 
Saatchi admitted the Tories 
were slow to face the fact that 
Labour had turned from a 
Marxist-socialist party into a 
social democratic one. 

“Maybe Labour's third way 
is just stealing our clothes 
again. But I assure you it in- 
tends to polish It up until it 
shines and relaunch the mid- 
dle of the road’ and the art of 
the possible' as something con- 
temporary exciting, idealistic." 

Lord Saatchi argues that 
the Tbries need a “strategic 
sense” more than even and 
must avoid the mistakes of 
previous generations of Con- 
servatives who “seemed to 
abhor a strategy more than a 
vacuum". 

He added that the tbries’ 
fate remained in their own 
hands, and that they should not 
merely sit back to wait for 
Labour to lose an election. 

Insisting that the Govern- 
ment was now starting to make 
mistakes, he said: “If we de- 
velop new ideas and put New 
Labour under pressure, we 
can create weaknesses in their 
organisation and start to win." 


Wine revives brain cells 


A CHEMICAL in wine boosts the 
activity of an enzyme that 
stimulates and regenerates 
brain cells up to seven-fold, 
scientists have discovered. 

The chemical, resveratrol. is 
produced by vines to fight in- 
fection and is found in grapes 
and wine. 

Alberto Bertelli and col- 
leagues at the Human Anatomy 
Institute at the University of 


BY JOHN VON KADQWITZ 

Milan, Italy, tested resveratrol 
on human neural cells in the 
laboratory. They' found that it 
made them grow small exten- 
sions through which they could 
connect with neighbouring 
cells, the New Scientist maga- 
zine reported. 

The discovery' is seen as im- 
portant since contacts between 


neural cells are broken in 
Alzheimer's and Parkinson's 
disease. “By daily reinforcing 
these contacts, we can prevent 
neurodegeneration," said Mr 
BerteOi 

French scientists published 
a paper last year which showed 
that people who drank moder- 
ate amounts of wine daily were 
less likely to develop neurode- 
generative diseases. 



Deputy Prime Minister John Prescott (left) pledged to recycle newspapers, bottles and cans to help protect the planet He made a start 
by putting' the House of Commons Christmas tree through the chipper in New Palace Yard, Westminster PA 


Channel 4 faces High Court 
over ‘faked’ child prostitution 


CHANNEL 4 is preparing for a 
High Court battle with Not- 
tingham City Council over al- 
legations it induced youngsters 
in council care to break the law 
and fake homelessness and 
prostitution for a forthcoming 
documentary The channel 
claims the council is engaged 
in “crude censorship”. 

The council is seeking an in- 
junction to stop the channel 
screening sections of the film. 
Staying Lost, made in Not- 
tingham last year; and to stop 
the production company re- 
sponsible, October Films, con- 
tacting the children it filmed 


by Paul McCann 
Media Editor 

The council also wants October 
Films to hand over or destroy 
its footage of the children. • 
Channel 4 (femes any scenes 
in the film have been faked and 
says it wfll stand by the pro- 
gramme-makers and defend 
them in court 
The legal action follows a se- 
ries of scandals last year when 
television producers were 
caught faking documentary 
scoies. Carlton Television was 
fined £2m in December because 
a producer faked parts of its pro- 


gramme. The Connection. 

Nottingham Council first 
complained about October 
Films in August when It 
claimed it had close-circuit 
camera footage of the film mak- 
ers giving children blankets so 
they could pretend to be beg- 
ging in the city centre. The 
council also claimed a 15-year- 
old girl had been told she would 
be “working" for the film crew 
fora yeas and that they induced 
her to pose as a prostitute. 

“If October Films will not be 
persuaded through dialogue 
that they are interfering with 
and undermining our efforts to 


care fix: and bring up vulnera- 
ble children, then we have no 
choice but to seek the support 
of the court to force them to 
cease their activities in Not- 
tingham." said Graham Chap- 
man, the leader of Nottingham 
City Council, yesterday. 

The action was backed by 
Nottinghamshire Police. 
Deputy Chief Constable Thm 
Williamson said: “We received 
a number of reports into the acN 
tivities of October Films which 
have caused us a great deal of 
concern. This would suggest 
that they bad stepped outside 
their own stated aims and are 


not just filming what is occur- • 
ring but interfering in the care 
of young people." 

Channel 4 has accusedNot- 
tingham council of a "crude at- . 
tempt to stop us showing an 
important film” 

It said; “The public have the 
right to see this series. Chan- 
nel 4 will defend robustly any 
proceedings issued by the 
council in court." 

The film is being made by 
Tom Roberts, the highly re- . 
spected producer who won a 
Royal Television Society award 
for the Dispatches programme 
“Mother Russia's Children”. 


BRITAIN TODAY 



FORECAST 

General situation East and south-east England will start mostly dry and bright, 
out will soon cloud over with ram spreading from the west this afternoon. Wales 


and western England will be overcast with rain soon arriving. This afternoon will 
be brighter but scill rather showery. Northern Ireland will be also have a wet 
morning, with sunny spells and blustery showers this afternoon. Scotland will 
start largely dry and cold at first. Rain and hill-snow will then spread to all but 
the far north-east. 


SE England, London, E Anglia, BANE England: Some early sunny spells, but 
clouding ow with rain spreading from the west this afternoon. A fresh south- 
westerly wirld. Max temp 6-9C (43-48F). 


Cent S England, Channel la. Midlands, Gant N England: A dry start but soon 
turning cloudy with outbreaks of rain, the ram rumlng more showery later this 
afternoon. A moderate to fresh south-westerly wind. Man temp 7- IOC (45-50F], 

SW ft NW England, Wales, Lake Disc, isle of Man: Cloudy and wet. with 
snow over the mountains at first followed by showers this afternoon. A fresh 
westerly wind. Max temp 7-TOC (45-50F|. 


N Ireland: Rain tfrts morning will move away to leave a mix of sunny spells and 
»li£»rv showers this afternoon. A fresh south-westerly wind, Max temp 6-7C 


WE Scotland, Aberdeen, N trios; Some early showers, wintry on hills. Cold but 
becoming mostly tiry and bright. A light to moderate east to north-easterly wind. 
Max temp 2-5C (36-4JF). 


SW, SE ft NW Scotlan d , EfHitbwgjh, Glasgow, W Isles: A dry. cold start with 
early sunshine. Ram spreading north and east with snow on (he highlands. A 
fresh west ro south-westerly wind. Max temp 3-6C (37-43F), 


OUTLOOK 

Tomorrow will be breezy with showers, many of these will turn wintry in die 
north as it turns colder. Saturday will be colder with sleet and snow In northern 
and eastern parts, wfrh a frosty night. The cold snap will continue on Sunday 


TRAVEL 


London: A12 Greer Man Rouidabout, 
Leytonstona. Mafor roadworks on now Mil 
fink road. Until 31st December. 
Cambri d g es hire AID between Fcsdon and 


Mil. Resurfacing and bridge malntensncg 
wWc at Stwprclh MR. Urtff 14lh 


... . February. 

Bristol: MS JIB-19. Major Roadworks on 
Avonmoulh Bridge. Until 23nfl Jaw ZOOi. 
Monmouthshire: A440 between Ltek M72 
and M4 J04. Roadworte. Until 11 ih January 
Lancashire: MB Between J2? Staidbh and 
J38 Layton* Roadworks: uuntialluw and a 
HJR^ah meed SmB either sfcfe ot Chanwk 
Richard Sftvfca$. UnS 15th Fetnary. 


Greater Manchester A57. Narrow tones 
Manchester -bowni due to Matraflnk con- 
stUCtiOn work UnH 28th February 
South Yorkshire; Ml Between J34 Tinsley 
Viaduct (A61O01 & J34 Uretoy Viaduct 


(Ml78).Sh6aB<dC^rnasrwaynsliicedB2 
Until 21 at November 20011 


lares wuthbftnd. Until; 

DunrtrtM and Gateway. A?4 between 
BeaBock and JT8 Annandato. Major road- 
works, u*3 31(4 January. 

AA RoMteratdE Gay 0336 *01777 for tne 
lanssr local w national traffic news. Source: 
The AutWKttle Association. Calls chargol 
at 50p per mm fine VAT). 


LIGHTING UP 


Bwlftuc 

Binning ham 

Bristol 

Glasgow 

London 

Mxnchtster - 

Newcastle 


4.16pm to 
4.11pm to 
4.19pm to 
4.02pm to 
4.09pm to 
4.07pm to 
■; :3.56pm to 


8.43am 

8.16am 

8.14am 

8.44am 

8.04am 

8.23am 

8.28am 


HIGH TIDES 



AM 

HT 

PM 

HT 

Paazmrm&b 

10.33 12J 

10.57 

11.6 

Cork 

9.03 

4.2 

9-2 T 

4.1 

DenonpoR 

9.00 

5.1 

9.24 

4.7 

Doner 

2.06 

6.5 

2.28 

6.1 

Dun l.aogtaHre 

2.5* 

3.8 

3.12 

4.0 

Rdmcwtti 

.8.31 

4.9 

8.55 

45 

Greeoodt 

4.00 

3.3 

3.49 

3.7 

Hamfcfa 

AS3 

3S 

3.20 

3.7 

Holyhead 

T.38 

5.1 

1.52 

55 

Hull (Alban DP) 9.46 

8.0 

9.51 

8.3 

Kings Lynn 

9.51 

5.9 

9.51 

6.0 

Left* 

6.07 

52 

6J8 

5.2 

Uenrpool 

2.24 

8.7 

2.41 

8.8 

Milford Hama 

9.37 

6.4 

10.00 

6.0 

Mnmpay 

8 32 

6.5 

8.56 

6.1 

Portland 

10.07 

1.9 

10.35 

1.6 

Portsioocth 

2.36 

4.5 

2.42 

45 

PwlBteU 

1132 

US 

11.57 

4.1 

Scarborough . 

7.37 

5.3 

7.42 

5.5 

Wkk 

2.40 

3.2 

2.50 

3.4 


Height measured In metres 


AIR QUALITY 

Today's readings 


London. 
S England 
Wales 
C England 
N England 
Scotland 
N Ireland 


NO* SO* 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Good 
Good Goad 
Good Good 


SUN ft MOON 


Sunrises: OS .05 
San seas: 16.09 
Moon rises; 22. 3 7 
Moon sews 10.98 
Last quarter: Jan 9 


:i 


WEATHERLINE 


For tne latest Forecasts dial 0891 5009 
followed by the Ww tor your area. 
Source: The Met. Of Ace. Calls charged at 
50p per min (Inc VAT] 



YESTERDAY 


EXTREMES 


Gravesend 16C |61F) 
Coldest (day): TuRoch Budge 4C (39F) 
Cape) Curtg 1.0 (ns 
Battle 4.9 hrs 


For 24hrs to 2pm Wednesday 



Sm 

hrs 

Rain 

in 

Max 

*C °F 

. Aberdeen 

0 

Q.06 

5 

41 

Anglesey 

0 

0.36 

11 

52 

Arrteinore 

0 

0.22 

5 

41 

1 Belfast 

0 

0.55 

7 

45 

Btonlngham 

0.9 

0.01 

13 

55 

Bournemouth 

4.1 

0.04 

12 

54 

Bristol 

0 

0.01 

14 

57 

Buxton 

0 

0.16 

72 

54 

Cardiff 

0 

O.GS 

14 

57 

Clacton 

4.2 

0 

10 

50 

Cromer 

0.4 

001 

13 

55 

Edinburgh 

0 

0.32 

5 

41 

Exmontta 

1.0 

0.13 

13 

55 

Fishguard 

0 

0.20 

12 

54 

Folkestone 

6.1 

0.04 

12 

54 

Glasgow 

0 

0.31 

5 

41 

Hastings 

65 

0.10 

12 

54 

novB 

3.5 

0.09 

11 

52 

tole-of-man 

0 

0.78 

12 

54 

Isfat-of-vrigftt 

- 

0.16 

13 

55 

Jersey 

7.3 

0.07 

12 

54 

Kendal 

0 

1.42 

10 

50 

Leeds 

0 

007 

14 

57 

Lererfck 

0 

0.05 

6 

43 

■JKle&ampton 4.9 

0.20 

13 

55 

London 

2.1 

0.01 

14 

57 

Loarostolt 

0.3 

0 

13 

55 

Manchester 

0 

0.13 

13 

55 

Margate 

1.9 

0.01 

13 

55 

Morecambe 

0 

0.96 

13 

55 

Newcastle 

0 

055 

13 

55 

Newquay 

0.1 

0.06 

13 

55 

Norwkh 

2.0 

o.oa 

14 

57 

Oxford 

0.9 

0.08 

13 

55 

Ross-on-wye 

0 

0.13 

13 

55 

Salcoabe 

_ 

- 

_ 

_ 

Scarborough 

0 

a. 16 

12 

54 

Shrewsbury 

0 

0.06 

14 

57 

Southend 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

Southport 

- 

0.15 

. 

. 

Stornoway 

0 

0.04 

7 

45 

Swatuge 

4.7 

0.06 

12 

54 

Tenby 

0 

0.13 

12 

54 

Ibrnay 

0.8 

0.10 

15 

59 

WesUM-s-aara - 




Weymouth 

4.4 

0.02 

12 

54 


24 hows to 6pm (GffiT) Tuesday: 
Information by m HeatfaerCtotre 


Rain 


OR SHINE... 


UNSEASONABLE weather 
over southern England yes- 
terday brought London its 
warmest January day since 
records began more than 150 
years ago. In the afternoon the 
temperature on the roof of 
the London Weather Centre 
readied 15.7 degrees C - just 
over 60 degrees Fahrenheit. 

The mild weather has been 
caused by warm air from 
south-westerly regions such as 
the Azores flooding into 
Britain behind a cold front. 


THE WORLD 




EUROPE NOON TODAY 



Low D will slide slowly south-eastwards. Low E will move quickly east with 
little further development. High C will intensify and drift eastwards. 


THE WORLD YESTERDAY 

ut<Md£ dtrtrtjsue Mak; lUoi: WJuzp nunoi. ua*i umhiy: MjBvwrry sLster ai.mm: 

ssjaNfcratrc in.tfundBr Man recent avalUM* 1 ■jure, noon local Prec 


AdeMde 

Alston 


Balrat 


Berito 


BtwriB 

BqM 


Cairo 


Cm 


•c ft 

* 38100 
s a 72 

s 18 64 
C 12 54 
c.lfi 3 
s 7 45 
t 13 55 
s -4 25 
I 24 15 
f 23 73 
r 31 M 
I 29 84 
S 13 55 
I IB 64 
m 9 48 
c ll 52 
m 24 n 
3 23 73 
r 19 66 
t 26 79 
s 14 57 
l -4 25 
r 27 8> 
f 13 55 
in 1 ¥> 
f* > 39 
JUn»r 22 72 
s IB 64 
it -3 27 

* 22 72 
r 29 a* 

i 16 61 


Caperiwfwi 

CM 


ft ft 
C-19 -2 
r 23 73 
c 14 57 
t 7 45 
s 15 59 
r 1* 57 
f 23 72 
c B 46 
t 29 84 


u Pa 
148* 


ft ft 
e 13 55 
c31 SB 
■f 23 73 
lMwn J 12 54 
bwJfactks f 23 73 
U 54 


Mfap 

HUB 


13 64 
IB 64 
15 W 


Pr«|)K 

tatec 

nrMHft 

fffMMlft 
Mode Jaa 
Miwft 

ROOM 

SwHW 


ft ft 
( 12 54 
f -18 0 
> 1 34 
r >6 61 
C 31 B8 
* 20 68 
f 14 57 
c S 48 
s 27 81 


MW 

1 23 73 

Had) 

c 

27 81 

Steal 

t 5 41 

EMowm 

» -14 7 

Beta 

s 

32 90 

Seydnflaf 

c 30 85 

Itora 

s IB 64 

Mdhtraia 

c 

24 75 

Shanghai 

m 13 55 

Roron 

s 9 48 

■tanka Chy 

s 

14 57 

gWW 

£ 31 88 

RwUntc 

t a 48 

Miami 

c 

10 SO 

stFerhwg 

c -1 30 

FiacU 

I 16 61 

Mm 

f 

6 43 

SHKhbeta 

r 1 34 

Geaa 

fg 5 41 

Mnmlrea 

£ 

31 88 

Sydney 

s 29 84 

Bbrafear 

S 17 63 

Manual! 

s 

-16 3 
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Labour stands on g 
pro-euro platform 8 


LABOUR IS to sign up to a Eu- 
ropean election manifesto 
praising the single currency, 
calling for more economic co- 
ordination and job creation 
across the continent and argu- 
ing for greater efforts to com- 
bat “harmful” tax competition. 

A draft: of the document, due 
to be finalised at a meeting in 
Brussels today, will commit 
lbny Blair to fighting this sum- 
mer's elections on its most 
pro-European platform ever. 

The draft manifesto, com- 
piled for the Rarty of European 
Socialists of which Labour is a 
member, calls for “closer eco- 
nomic co-ordination aimed at 
ensuring sustainable growth 
and high levels erf employment”. 
It lavishes praise on the 


By Stephen Castle 
in Brussels 


euro which, it says, wifi protect 
the continent from currency - 
speculation, “allow for loweric- 
terest rates and contribute to 
a new and more stable financial 
world system”. 

0® tire thorny issue of tax 
policy, the document concludes 
that the euro means “better co- 
ordination to prevent harmful 
tax competition in the form of 
unfair tax breaks and hidden 
subsidies". 

Although amendments will be 
debated at today’s meeting. 
Labour is certain to endorse tire 
final document because Robin 
Cook, Foreign Secretary has 


Personal loan rates from 



■APR. 

Call Direct Line. 


• You’ll have fixed, low monthly 
payments. 

• -.No compulsory insurance, arrangement 
fee or complicated paper work. 

• No security of deposit required. 

• Call now for an instant decision on 
loans 6pm £1,000 to £ 25.000 . 

OI 8 I 680 9966 0161 831 9966 


LONDON ■ MANCHESTER 



CALL ANYTIME Bare to 8 pm Monday to Friday and 9 am to 5 pm S*untar. 
^dtaecdlnexnmltona PU*e quote rot NIND 45 


Direct uno FVunrWJ S«~k*i ^ 5c Stn^ CT.SSH.Yt*, 

*«»«»"« * n«l thomoer im Aw**te *, wHhoi 
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Gift of guns puts Olympics chief 


firing line on corruption claim 


By John Davison 
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THE GROWING scandal ■ sur- 
rounding alleged corruption 
among members of the In- 
tflfflfltiftwfl] Olympic Co mmittee 
CIOO yesterday produced the 
first evidence that Juan Auto- 
to mo S a m a ranch , its president, 
f has not been immune to 
expensive gifts from those com- 
peting to stage the games. 

Mr Samaranch admitted 
that he had received an 
inscribed pistol and a rifle on 

two separate visits to Salt Lake 

City. Utah, shortly before the 
American city secured the bid 
for the 2002 Winter Olympics. 
The guns, said to be worth a 

total of around $2,000, appear to 
be in clear contravention of 
IOC guidelines, winch ban offi- 
cials from accepting any gift 
worth more than $150. Mr 
Samaranch has been consis- 
tently outspoken in condemn- 
ing any corruption within the 
process since wider allegations 
emerged, and has repeatedly 
pledged to dean up the IOC act 
He recently said that a new 
selection procedure, which 
downgraded the role of the full 
115-member committee, may 
have to be the outcome of the 
present scandal Even after 
yesterday's admission, in 
response to press reports, he 
seined unperturbed. 

“Z see no problem whatso- 
ever since the important gifts 
Z get will be placed in the 
Olympic Museum,” he said. 

The broader picture, which 
has been steadily taking shape 
over the past month, involves 
committee members receiving 
gifts in return for their vital 
votes when lucrative decisions 
< are taken on where to stage 
Olympic competitions. 

With the Olympic show esti- 
mated to generate $iObn dur- 
ing each fouryear cyde, it is not 
hard to see why temptation 
arises. The Salt Lake City bid 
alone is currently the subject of 
four differ ent investigations. 
College and athletic scholar- 
ships for the relatives of mem- 
bers, free medical insurance 
and other gifts are all said to 
have been used to try and 
clinch that particular race. 

Whatever the outcome of the 
various investigations - which 
are being carried out by among 
others, toe FBI and the former 
US senator George Mitchell, 
fresh from his ndem the North- 
ern Ireland peace process - 
the games will stiH go ahead in 
Utah for practical reasons. 

^ Some cities, that lost out, 
'•* however are now demanding 
compensation for the money 
they fruitlessly spent 
The whole issue is being 
seen as the worst scandal in the 



Juan Antonio Samaranch, head of the IOC (right) handing 
the Olympic flag to the Mhyor of Salt Lake City during the 
dosing ceremony of (he Nagano games last Ffebruary 


104-year history of the modern 
Olympic movement 

Mr Samar anch, ever the 
sporting statesman, was yes- 
terday in Zurich for a meeting 
with Fife president Sepp Blat- 
ter to discuss Mr Blatteris plan 
to stage the World Cup every 
two years instead of four 
Asked about gifts to other 
committee members, he would 
only refer to fee IOC’s own 
investigation. “The report will 
be presented to the executive 
committee on‘24 January and 
possibly we have concrete 
cases of inappropriate behav- 
iour.” he said “If this is proved 
true, than we will propose 
expulsion of these people” 
Clearly, he (fid not think that 
he would be among that num- 
ber Concerns about just how 
bids are decided have been 
growing for some years. Britain 
has seen attempts to stage the 
summer Olympics in both 
Birmingham and Manchester 
falter amid suspkaons that they 
were not competing on a level 


playing field. But last month 
Marc Holder a Swiss lawyer 
and member of the IOC, 
daimed extortion and corrup- 
tion had played its part in a 
number of previous bids. 

He estimated that between 
5 and 7 per cent of the com- 
mittee are open to bribery. 

Salt Lake City was included 
in his allegations, after offi- 
cials there admitted they had 
operated a $400,000 scholar- 
ship fond for 13 student ath- 
letes, six of whom were 
relatives of IOC members. 

Apart from the activities of 
local officials in offering such 
favours, toe investigations are 
centring on representatives of 
African countries on the com- 
mittee, and the activities of 
agents who hover in the back- 
ground offering to peddle 
influence. One such agent is 
Mahmoud d-Eaniawani, who 
has said that in 1995 he deliv- 
ered IOC Arab votes for Salt 
Lake Cily in return for $58,000. 
“I signed a contract with Salt 


Lake City and assured them of 
toe votes, ” Mr fhrnawani said. 

Even fee mayor of the city 
has admitted that the son of an 
IOC member from Swaziland 
was given an internship with 
one of toe city's departments 
while attending the University 
of Utah. It has also been alleged 
that another delegate was one 
of toe three African members 
who received free medical care 
- worth a total of $28,000 - 
from the company that has 
become toe health care 
provider for the 2002 games. 

The fact that Mr Samaranch 

himself has now become mar- 
ginally embroiled was given 
extra significance by state- 
ments from an Italian commit- 
tee member; who said he sent 
a letter to Mr S amar anch last 
May outlining precise allega- 
tions of inducements. Far from 
investigating this, the Italian 
member said, the IOC presi- 
dent did not even respond. 

Hie IOC's own investiga- 
tion is being headed by Richard 
found, a member from Canada 
and a possible successor to 
Mr Samaranch, who is due to 
stand down in two years' time. 
This week he seemed very sure 
that at least some of toe alle- 
gations were standing up. 

“The IOC itself must show 
that it subscribes to the high- 
est levels of ethical conduct,” he 
said. “We will show that some 
of our members did not main- 
tain those high standards. We 
have a few bad apples and we 
wifi get rid of them.” 

With all the various other 
investigators due to produce 
their own findings soon, the 
committee will have little 
choice. Mr Mitchell, chairman 
of the US Olympic Commit- 
tee’s ethics division, expects to 
report by the end of February. 

Ironically though the very 
pull of money that seems to 
have brought this particular 
global dream to its knees is also 
providing the impetus for sort- 
ing the matter out Corporate 
sponsors, who regularly pitch 
$l00m for the honour of having 
their name associated with the 
Olympic image, exercise more 
muscle than mere moral dSan- 
mas ever could. 

Among the mightiest are 
Coca-Cola, whose representa- 
tives recently spoke in most 
uncompromising terms about 
what they expert the IOC to do. 
“They have assured us they will 
take swift and decisive action, 
and we will monitor them to 
ensure that,” said a Coca-Cola 
gp nto»<anan Fhran nr ganisaHnn 
that is supposed to represent a 
vision of fair play for the whole 
of humanity anything less than 
that would surety lead to its ter- 
minal decline. 
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Top gear 

and free insurance 


The new Mazda Special Edition. One 
year's free Insuranc e and a whole hose 
of features, all for only L I U995. 
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The new special edition Mazda 323. 
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‘Cot deaths’ may have been murders 


<1 

H l 5 i 


BABIES WHO have died at the 
bands of their parents have 
been wrongly identified as vic- 
tims of cot death, the counties 
leading medical expert on child 
abuse says today. 

Professor Sir Roy Meadow, 
a specialist at St James Uni- 
versity Hospital, Leeds, says 
doctors and coroners have in 
some cases overlooked signs of 
bleeding, broken bones and 
foreign bodies blocking the air- 
way because they were under 
pressure to resolve uses- 


BY JEREMY LAURANCE 
Health Editor 


quiring extensive investigation 


plained cases swiftly and with- 
out controversy. In doing so, 
they may have helped parents 
get away with murder 
Sir Rqy, a former president 
of the Royal College of Paedi- 
atrics and ChM Health, was the 
first person to describe Mun- 
chausen syndrome by proxy, 
the condition in which parents, 
usually mothers, induce ill- 
nesses in their children re- 


themselves. Since the Sixties, 
when he published his first 
paper on the syndrome in The 
Lancet, he has become a world 
authority and a widely re- 
spected expert on child abuse. 

Writing in Archives of Dis- 
ease in Childhood, Sir Roy re- 
turns to the emotive issue of foe 
causes of Sudden Infant Death 
Syndrome fSids) which claims 
more than 400 lives a yean He 
says the diagnosis of Sids “has 


been used at times as a patho- 
logical diagnosis to evade awk- 
ward truths'' and should be 
revised or abandoned. 

His view is based on a study 
of the records of 81 children 
Judged by criminal and family 
courts to have been killed by 
their parents. In 48 cases, the 
children had initially been cer- 
tified as dying from Sids and a 
further 29 were classified as 
dying from other natural caus- 
es. The mother was responsi- 
ble for the death - usually 


smothering - in more than 80 
per cent of cases. In 24 of the 
families, more than one child 
had died and in five of them, 
three children had died. 

Up to 27 children were found 
with blood in the mouth, nose, 
or on the face, and 10 had un- 
usual bruises on the face. Some 
had foreign objects - coins or 
balls ofpaper-tn their airways 
or intestines. These were ex- 
plained away on the basis that 
the infant had grasped or eaten 
the object even though they 


woe too young for that to have 
been posable. 

Five children were cate- 
gorised as eot-death victims 
aged more than ayear old - six 
months older than the usual 
upper Emit for Sids. Nearly 
half the children had been dis- 
charged from hospital within 

the week preceding their death 

after being admitted for an 
“unusual or unexplained 
event". Sir Roy wrote: “Cur- 
renfty many paediatric units are 
failing to heed warning signs 


and failing to protect some 
very vulnerable children” 
Although tbenumberofSids 
cases in Britain ayear had fall- 
en below 400, the acceptance of 
a situation in which so man}’ 
children died of unknown caus- 
es was a “national scandal” Sir 

Roy said “If one out of every 
1,000 2l-year-olds died sud- 

dehty and unexpectedly without 

an identifiable cause there 
would be a national outcry.” 

The Foundation for the 
Study of Infant Deaths CFSDD) 


said Sir Roy's paper covered 
cases he was personally in- 
volved in and should not be 
viewed as a representative 
study. It had always accepted 
that “a small number” of cot 
deaths mav be unnatural 
It added: “It would be unfair 
to exacerbate the pain of cot* 
death parents by casting gen- 
eral suspicion on their tragedy" 
The foundation agreed with 
Sir Roy th3t there should be a 
comprehensive investigation 
of all unexpected infant deaths. - 


Flu cases up 
by 83 per cent 
in a week 




sues 


THE NUMBER of people with flu 
rose by 83 per cent last week, 
piling pressure on hospitals 
and causing misery to thou- 
sands. Doctors said all inten- 
sive-care beds were full, as 
casualty units and ambulance 
services braced themselves for 
more admissions. 

Around 97,000 people in Eng- 
land and Wales have flu, com- 
pared with 53,000 in Christmas 
week, according to the Royal 
College of General Practition- 
ers CRCGP), which said the 
rate of infection had risen from 
102 cases per 100.000 to 185 
cases between Christmas and 
NewTfeai; with England's cen- 
tral region worst hit 

Douglas Fleming, of the 
RCGP flu monitoring unit, said 
the pattern was normal for 
winter In the 1989 epidemic, the 
rate peaked at 580 cases per 
100,000 people. But flu usually 
goes in cycles, peaking after five 
weeks, meaning the next week 
will see many more cases. 

Like the Norfolk and Nor- 
wich Hospital, the Derbyshire 
Royal Infirmary in Derby has 
had to begin storing bodies in 
a refrigerated lorry and two mo- 
bile fridges after the flu added 
to soaring death rates. The 
hospital which has the only 
mortuary in the region, re- 
ceived 258 bodies between 21 
December and 5 January, com- 
pared with 120 in the same pe- 
riod last year The James Piaget 
hospital in Gorieston, near 


By Loutse jury 
and Jeremy Laurance 



Waiting-lists 
fall dismissed 
as a ‘fiddle’ 


V* 


Great Yarmouth, has also had 
to use a refrigerated lorry as a 
temporary morgue. 

As the bug spread south, Ian 
Bogle, chairman of the British 
Medical Association, appealed 
to the public not to use emer- 
gency services for uncompli- 
cated illnesses. “You feel 
miserable, you feel absolutely 
wretched with viral illnesses, 
like flu, but the right place is to 
go to bed and taken plenty of flu- 
ids and something like aspirin 
and paracetamol" 

Liandough Hospital, near 
Cardiff; was among the latest 
round of hospitals to cancel 
non-urgent surgery to provide 
extra beds for patients with flu 
and chest infections. Routine 
Operations were also cancelled 
in Cheltenham, Gloucester- 
shire, because of the number of 
elderly patients with flu had led 
to a 50 per cent rise in emer- 
gency admissions. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, defended 
the Government against accu- 
sations that it had failed ade- 
quately to prepare for the huge 
rise in demand on the NHS dur- 
ing the flu outbreak. “You can- 
not have any contingency 
which will not leave the system 
under strain if you get that 
sort of increase." 

Lesson for NHS. Ann Widdecombe, the Tory health spokeswoman, at University College Hospital, London yesterday. She said the 
Review, page 4 latest fall in NHS hospital waiting list figures would neither Tool nor impress’ the public Philip Meech 
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HOSPITALS YESTERDAY chal- 
ked up a record fall in NHS 
waiting lists -but were imme- 
diately warned that the rapidly 
worsening flu outbreak could 
mean teat the gains are lost 

The total number of patients 
waiting to be admitted to NHS 
hospitals fell by 31,400 in 
November - the seventh 
monthly foh in succession - to 
stand at 1,162,100, within a 
whisker of the level the Gov- 
ernment inherited when it 
came to power in May 1997. 

Frank Dobson, the Secretary 
of State for Health, who has 
seen the lists fell by more than 
150,000 since they hit a peak in 
April 1998, commended the 

“ Rhffl and ramraifmpnf” (tf WHS 

staff but opposition parties said 
the demand for cuts was 
politically driven and was dis- 
torting clinical priorities. 

NHS managers cautioned 
that December and January 
were likely to show a different 
picture, as hospitals concen- 
trated on emergency admis- 
sions and the flu outbreak. Mr 
Dobson acknowledged that 
waiting lists were likely to grow 
again as a result He said: 
“These figures cover the period 
up until the end of November: 
Understandably and quite 
rightly since then a large part 
of the efforts of the staff have 
been devoted to dealing with 
the serious winter pressures 
that we are experiencing.” 

Yesterday’s figures also 
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Ebac 2000 
Dehumidifier 
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showed that the number of 
patients waiting for treatment 
for more than 12 months fell by 
4,600 in November to 56,000. 
The total waiting list is now only 
4,000 above the level of 1,158,000 
that Labour inherited and 
which Mr Dobson pledged to 
better by April of this year. 

Provided hospitals can cope 
with the current flu outbreak 
and the weather for the rest of 
the winter is not excessively 
severe, the NHS should com- 
fortably meet that goal 
Arm Widdecombe. the Con- 
servative spokeswoman on 
health, said the figures would 
come as no comfort to patients 
forced bo wait on hospital trol- 
leys for treatment “Labour 
care far more about meeting 
their discredited early pledge' 
than they do about addressing 
the real medical priorities. This 
is just a fiddle to cover up a fail- 
ure - patients will be neither 
fooled nor impressed" she said 
Evan Harris, the Liberal De- 
mocrats’ health spokesman, 
said the Government's 
“obsession” with reducing wait- 
ing lists was leading to doctors* 
clinical priorities becoming dis- 
torted. “We have already seen, 
in the emergency winter crisis, 
the effects of this as hospitals 
have been forced to keep open 
beds for waiting-list Initiative 
patients while emex*gency 
admissions wait on trolleys.” 
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Small victory for ramblers in battle with landowner 
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RAMBLERS GAINED a small 
victory yesterday over their 
avowed enemy, the wealthy 
East Sussex landowner 
Nicholas van Hoogstraten. 

Led by the Labour MP An- 
drewBennett, about 50 of them 
defied Mr van Hoogstraten’s ob- 
structions on the public foot- 
path at his Framfieid property 
by walking around them. 

There were almost as many 
media representatives in at- 
tendance, plus a handful of 
police officers. But to their dis- 
appointment, there was no sign 


By Nicholas Schoon 

of Mr van Hoogstraten nor of 
any of his employees who have 
previously warned off ramblers. 

Mr van Hoogstraten, 53, has 
said he regards ramblers as 
“scumbags'* and that any who 
came on to his land would be 
"viciously dealt with". Yester- 
day. however, he did not return 
calls and was believed to be in 
France with his family. 

The ramblers had informed 
him of their plans to traverse 
the public footpath, which runs 
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RSC goes 
to war 
against 
National 


BRITAIN'S TWO best-known 
theatre companies were locked 
in a suitably erudite row last 
night - over who knows best 
how to stage Shakespeare. 

Behind the disagreement is 
the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany’s simmering resentment 
that the Arts Council chairman, 
Gerry Robinson, has praised the 
National Theatre and given it a 
huge uplift in grant, while giving 
the RSC much less. 

Yesterday, a senior figure in 
the Royal Shakespeare Com- 
pany, associate director Mich- 
ael Attenborough, said that the 
National Theatre had not had 
any successes with Shake- 
speare productions on its main 
stages. 

And next week RSC artistic 
director Adrian Noble will tell 
Mr Robinson that his company 
has not only delivered artisti- 
cally; it has acted in line with the 
Labour Party and government 
policy of taking theatre to new 
audiences, and particularly to 
young people. 

The RSC’s grant has in- 
creased by only 5 per cent to 
£&8m, while the National has 
received a 9 per cent increase 
of Elm, which wQl take its Arts 
Council grant to £12 .2m. When 
he announced the grants re- 
cently, Mr Robinson painted the 
two companies in very different 
lights. 

He said; “The RSC has prob- 


BY DAVID LISTER 

Arts News Editor 


lems. It needs help. Their prob- 
lems are substantial and not 
even an increase of 10 per cent 
would have been enough to 
sort them out It has taken on 
too much." 

By contrast, . he said of 
the National: “The National 
Theatre has coped brilliantly 
with standstill funding for the 
past five years, and the quality 
of its work and success at at- 
tracting new audiences argued 
strongly for a an increase of this 
kind." 

Launching his new season 
yesterday Adrian Noble point- 
edly stressed that the RSC bad 
acted in accordance with 
Labour Party policy by moving 
out of London for half of the 
year and taking its work around 
the country. He also pointed out 
that the National runs three 
theatres in its building on the 
South Bank in London while the 
RSC has three in Stratford- 
upon-Avon and two at the Bar- 
bican Centre in the capital, as 
well as having residencies in 
Newcastle and Plymouth. 

He said; “We have taken our 
productions to the regions. And 
40,000 people have come to 
Stratford for the first time this 
year Many of these have been 
young people.” 

An RSC insider added: “It’s 


for half a mile through his High 
Cross Estate and which has 
been blocked - they say illegally 
- for 10 years. A barn has been 
built across the path, a bridge 
over a stream has been re- 
moved and large steel refrig- 
erator units have been used to 
form a barrier at the gate 
where the footpath begins. 

But the walkers, led by Mr 
BennetL who is the president 
of the Ramhlers’ Association 
and the joint chairman of the 
Commons Select Committee 

on the Environment, cut across 


on to the estate. They walked 
along the footpath, concluding 
by climbing overa barrier with 
a sign: “Private property - keep 
out". Despite a recent hip re- 
placement, Mr Bennett obliged 
the photographers by climbing 
over the obstructed gate sev- 
eral times. 

He said: “I wanted to see the 
route for myself and then talk 
to the Environment Secretary. 
John Prescott, about what ac- 
tion his department will take 
against this bully. 

“He must not gel away with 


blatant blocking of a public 
highway and intimidation of 
those who want to walk it I am 
delighted the Ramblers' Asso- 
ciation is taking legal action to 
have this path reopened." 

He was accompanied by a 
local rambler, Jack Dunn, 82, 
who reported the obstructions 
to East Sussex County Council 
10 years ago. Mr Bennett said: 
"What's happening here is only 
the tip of the iceberg of footpath 
obstruction Mr van Hoogstrat- 
en's involvement made it “a 
very prominent tip". 


East Sussex County Council 
is due to discuss the footpath 
issue on Monday. David Neigh- 
bour, a councillor who attend- 
ed the march, said he had been 
worried about the safety of 
council officers because there 
had been reports that they 
have been threatened in the 
past by Mr van Hoogstra ten's 
men. He said the council had 
not taken legal action against 
Mr van Hoogstraten because it 
was too costly. 

■ The Government’s hesitation 
about its promised right to 


roam over open countryside is 
to be highlighted by a Labour 
MP's private member's Bill. 

Gordon Prentice, MP for 
Pendle, is to table a Bill next 
week proposing a legal right of 
access for walkers and ram- 
blers to uncultivated land. It is 
likely to receive substantial 
support from backbench 
Labour MPs as a sign of their 
mounting disquiet at the Gov- 
ernment’s lack of action on a 
firm pre-election commitment 
The Government’s proposals 

are still awaited seven months 



The Winter’s Tale* fay the RSC: The company is locked in a row with the National Theatre over who stages the best Shakespeare N Norrmgton 


not so much the difference in 
money that's the problem. It's 
the National being lauded like 
that" 

And as the RSC announced 
details of their new season yes- 
terday, Mr Attenborough made 
a point of saying: “The Nation- 
al has not had a single 
successful production of Shake- 
speare on its main stages in the 
last 10 years." 

That will sting the National, 
which h as put on King Lear, A 
Midsummer Night's Dream, 
Richard III, Antony And 


Cleopatra, Hamlet and Mac- 
beth in its main auditoria. 

Mr Attenborough later qual- 
ified his statement by agreeing 
that Deborah Warner’s pro- 
duction of King Lear and Ian 
McKellen in Richard H7 had 
had some success, though 
mixed reviews. But he said 
that only the RSC really knew 
how to produce Shakespeare on 
large stages in front of big 
audiences. 

One senior RSC insider said 
that when the National had a 
critical flop last year with Helen 


Mirren and Alan Rickman in 
Antony and Cleopatra, “a lot of 
us in Stratford were saying to 
each other ‘now they know it's 
not that easy'.'' 

The RSC yesterday an- 
nounced one of their starriest 
years for a long time, of which 
one of the highlights will be 
Antony and Cleopatra starring 
Alan Bates and Frances de la 
Tour. The newly knighted Nigel 
Hawthorne will star in King 
Lear directed by Japan's yiiirio 
Ninagawa (a coi>roductionwith 
West End producer Thelma 


Holt); the first RSC production 
of Othello for U years will place 
black actor Ray Ffearon in the 
title role, and Timcm of Athens 
will play in the main house for 
the first time since 1965. There 
will also be an adaptation of Ted 
Hughes's Tales Of Ovid. The 
late poet laureate was working 
on this with RSC staff just days 
before his death. 

The National will also be 
staging a Ted Hughes adapta- 
tion, his version of the Oresteia. 

Adrian Noble said he would 
be meeting Mr Robinson next 


week and would be hoping to 
have the RSC’s grant increased 
by special "stabilisation fund- 
ing". This is lottery money ear- 
marked to help companies 
restructure their administrative 
set-up. 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Theatre retorted last 
night: “We have mounted a 
number of extremely success- 
ful Shakespeare productions 
on our main stages. 

“When Othello transferred to 
a main stage from the Cottes- 
loe it sold out.” 


after the end of the public con- 
sultation exercise. 

The consultation document 
was widely seen as a watering- 
down of the original right to 
roam commitment 

The right to roam has al- 
ready been conceded north of 
the border. 

This week's Scottish (and 
reform proposals say that “ a 
right of responsible access to 
land for informal recreation, on 
enclosed as well as on open and 
hi} } ground, should be en- 
shrined in law". 


THE PAY'S 
THE THING 
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National Theatre. 
Artistic Director: 

Trevor Nunn 
Grant 1999: £12.2m 
Olivier Awards 1 998: six 
Staff: 650, including 1 70 
actors 

Number of theatres: 
three 

Big hits last year: 
Oklahoma !: Tennessee 
Willams's Not about 
Nightingales: Michael 
Frayn’s Copenhagen. 

Big plans this year The 
Oresteia : Troilus and 
Cressida. directed by 
Trevor Nunn in the main 
Olivier Theatre. 



Royal Shakespeare 
Company. 

Artistic Director 
Adrian Noble 

Grant 1999: £8.8m 
Olivier Awards 1 998: 
none 

Staff: 750. including 100 
actors 

Theatres: five 
Big hits last year: The 
Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe; 

School for Scandal: 
Hamlet. 

Big plans this year King 
Lear 

(Nigel Hawthorne) Antony 
and Cleopatra 
(Alan Bares. Frances de la 
Tour). 



Litany of disgust 
over airline meals 

By Darius Sana! But why is it so bad? Parity 

as Mr Ronay acknowledges, 
and United being accused of it's because it is cooked on the 
serving everything from coag- ground, chiDed, then reheated, 
ulated beef to synthetic But the key may he in his con- 


Hormonal ‘alarm clock’ is 
the key to waking on time 


IT’S OFFICIAL: your in-flight 
meal is revolting. Or to be 
more specific, the food served 
on the transatlantic slog is a 
leathery, congealed, fibrous 
form of "gastronomic murder". 

Egon Ronay, the doyen of 
food critics and scourge of gas- 
tronomic mediocrity for more 
than four decades, has finally 
come to the conclusion most of 
. us reached the first time we 
C* tasted aflaedd chicken fillet at 
32.000 feet 

“The food," he said yester- 
day after be and his team had 
travelled back and forth across 
the Atlantic several times, “was 
mostly unacceptable." 

Mr Ronay went on to 
expound on his litany of disgust 
with airlines from British Air- 
ways to Northwest via KLM 


desserts and overcooked pasta. 

The BA lunch was “an 
unmitigated disaster", and 
even Air France’s in-flight meal 
was “pitiful", he said. 


Ronay a Hungarian immigrant 
whose cajoling helped to trans- 
form the national cuisine in the 
postwar years. 

In this particular case, 
though, u n less they are one of 
the chosen few up front any 
diner is likely to conclude that 
the onty reason airlines serve 


elusion that the problem is 
about a lack of originality. 

“I don’t know why airlines 
are so set on serving hot food," 
says Hugh Fearnley-Whit- 


The Independent on Sunday. 

The sandwich cabinet at 
Marks and Spencer; he says, is 
more appealing than any econ- 
omy rtass menu. 

But airlines, through their 
own research, are determined 
to serve hot food, though there 
is no legal requirement to serve 
passengers even so much as an 
amuse-guetde on any flight 



Egon Ronay: Air France 
food was ‘pitiful’ 


A senior airline industry 
source, who wishes to remain 
anonymous, commented yes- 
terday: “Airlines are in the busi- 
ness of keeping their 
passengers calm. 

“Whatever the food actually 
tastes like, the one-hour trolley 
ritual, with the tea and coffee 
afterwards, has that effect and 
makes passengers feel like 
they're being treated.” 


SCIENTISTS HAVE discovered 
that the body has an internal 
“alarm clock" which can be 
“set" before people go to sleep. 

The discovery shows that 
waking up from a night’s sleep 
can be consciously controlled so 
individuals can force them- 
selves out of bed if they really 
have to. 

A study of a group of healthy 
volunteers has shown that the 
body’s alarm dock begins to 
alert sleepers to the antidpat- 
ed waking-up time about an 
hour beforehand. 

Rising levels of adrenocor- 
tico tropin, a hormone released 
during the day to deal with 
stress, start to prepare sleepers 

for the biological wake-up calk 
according to Jan Bore, profes- 
sor of neuroendocrinology at 


By Steve Connor 
S cience Editor 


the University' of LObeck in 
Germany. 

When the volunteers were 
told to wake up at 6am, their 
hormone levels began to rise 
about an hour beforehand, but 
when told they would have to 
wake at 9am, hormone levels 
began rising at 8am. 

“The regulation of adreno- 
corti co tropin release during 
nocturnal sleep is therefore 
not confined to daily rhythms; 
it also reflects a preparatory 
process in antidpation of the 
end of sleep,” Professor Born 
and his coDeagues report in the 
journal Nature. 

Adrenocorticotropic is 
known to prepare the body for 


a stressful event during the day 
and now seems to be involved 
in getting the body ready for the 
"stress" of waking up. Profes- 
sor Born said. 

"This system is suppressed 
in the early hours of sleep but 
becomes activated in the later 
hours of sleep, just before 
someone wakes up. It is a com- 
pletely new view of sleep." he 
said. 

What makes the finding 
important is the discovery of 
an element of conscious con- 
trol over when the hormone is 
released - the results show 
people can dearly distinguish 
between an antitipated sleep 
time of either six or nine 
hours. 

“The increase of adreno- 
corti cotropin release before 


the expected time of waking 
indicates th a t anticipation, gen- 
erally considered to be a unique 
characteristic of the regula- 
tion of conscious action, per- 
vades sleep," the researchers 
report. 

Professor Born said there 
must be a biological mechanism 
controlling the dock, to inform 
the body about how much time 
has been spent asleep, but “it 
must be a very slow-acting 
dock and we have no idea what 
it could be," he said 

The next stage of the 
research is to determine how 
brain activity cad influence the 
release of the hormone which 
could enable the researchers to 
devise a way of helping people 
who find it difficult to wake 
in the morning. 


food at all is to keep the pas- 
sengers from getting too drunk. however long. 


Britain has had plenty of tingstall, a restaurant critic at 
reasons to be grateful to Mr 
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In Brief 

Two more meningitis victims 

A BABY girl and a bqj? 16, died yesterday from meningitis. 
The eight-month-old girl died at her Bi rmingham home while 
Trevor Stockton died in hospital in Macclesfield, Cheshire. 
They bring to 12 the number of people known to have died 
from meningitis over Christmas and the New Year. 

Scheduled flight delays increase 

DELAYS TO scheduled flights at London’s five main airports 
rose from IS to 16 minutes during the summer but charter 
flight delays fell to 38 minutes from 46, according to figures 
published by the Civil Aviation Authority yesterday. 

Viking exhibit thrown away 

. A 12TH-CENTURY Viking ship’s plank, recovered from the 
River Liffey, was accidently thrown out by a workman in- 
stead of being moved from Ireland’s National Museum to a 
store room. Searches of a dump have proved fruitless. 

Prince Edward to marry 

PRINCE EDWARD yesterday announced his engagement to 
his girlfriend of five years, Sophie Rhys-Jones. The couple 
are hoping to marry at St George’s Chapel, Windsor; in the 
late spring or summer. 


Call for schools to 
allow naughtiness 


SCHOOLS SHOULD allow chil- 
dren to he naugh ty and tO break 
rules to help them become 
confident adults, a manage- 
ment guru said yesterday. 

Charles Hanty told the North 
of E fo gja n d e du cation conference 
in Sunderland that teachers 
who connived at rule-breaking 
might be encouraging the en- 
trepreneur of the foture He de- 
scribed how a is-year-old boy 
who was allowed to sell pirate 
videos at school became a high- 
ly successful businessman. 

Mr Handy, conference presi- 
dent and author of business 
management books, said: 
"Schools are protected proving 
zones and should let pupils get 


By Judith Judd 

Education Editor 


away with a bit of naughtiness 
... Thinking outride the box in 
adult life is often the equivalent 
of a little naughtiness ina drift" 

Mr Handy said non-confor- 
mity would help people survive 
m the confusing world of market 
capitalism, and good grades 
rixndd be onfypart of education. 

Nigel de Gruchy, general 
secretary of the National Asso- 
ciation of Schoolmasters Union 
of Women Teachers, accused 
Mr Handy of inciting riots in the 
classroom. “Heaven protect the 
education service from non- 
sense like this," he said. 
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ON SCANNERS 



VISIONEER 

Flatbed Scanner! 


600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution. 
MOD 6100b. 
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AGFA X 

Flatbed Scanner 

600 x 1200 dpi optical resolution. 
MODEL I2l2p. 
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PLUSTHK 

Flatbed Seamier 

Transparency adaptor included 
MODS. - PlusceJv 9636 Transparency. 


SAVE e20 
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PLUSTEK 

A3 Flatbed Scanner 

Full A3 scanning area. 

400 x BOO dpi optical resolution 
MODEL- Op be Pro A3i 


SAVE £ 100 


SA LE PRICE 

i ' NC 

MMrl 


SAVE £30 


ON PRINTERS 



LEXMARK 

Cokmr InkJet Printer 

Up to 1 200 dpi resolution. 

Up to 6 pages per minute. 
Exclusively* with Disney's Print 
Studio Software MtiOs 
MODEL CJ3200. 


SALE PRICE 


WAS £149.99 


\ 



EPSON 

Colour InkJet Printer 

Up to 1440 x 720 dpi resolution 
far PncrtoReal'* colour printing. 
Up lo 5 pages per minute. 
MODEL Stylus 640. 



SALE PUCE 


WAS £179.99 


OLIVETTI 

(Moor Mpt Prater 

lip to 600 x 300 dpi resolution. 


Up f° 3 pages per minute. 
Includes black and colour 


WHIST EVER PRICE 


cartridges. 
MODEL JP 192. 


PC WORLD PRICE 

ciil! 


HEWLETT PACKARD 

Coteerfakje* Printer 

Up to 600 dpi resolution. Up to 
8 pages per minute. Create 
“nnera and greetings cards with 
“*e FREE Family Furr Rack* 
MODEL 0172 OC 


SAVE elO 


SALE PRICE 

1189 


HEWLETT PACKARD 

Ooloar Inkjet Printer 


Up to 600 dpi resolution. With 
t Packard's Photo REtll far 


I ■ ’2“'“.* fwi II 

pnotn t^iasty priming. Up to 9 pages 
per minute. MOOBj DJ895Cm. 


SAVE c20 


■SALE PRICE" 

t229fa 


EPSON 

AJ Pboto Printer 
Up to 1440 x 720 dpi resolution 
photo quality printing on paper 
up to A3 in sire. 

MODEL Photo Ex. 


savee30 


SALE PRICE 


won't 
beaten 
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SAVE ¥q p £200 ON PCs 





SAVE; 

rlOOl 


PACKARD BELL 


OVER £500 
WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE* 


INTERNET 

READY 




CYRIX 
Mil 300 
PROCESSOR 



UK 



Cyrix Mil 300 Processor 

32Mb RAM, 3.2Gb Hard Disk, 512k 
Cache memory, 32x Multimedia, 
4Mb Graphics*, 14" Colour 
Monitor, 56k Modem, plus over 
£500 of software* including 
Windows 98, Word, Works, En carta 
98, GCSE Maths and English, 

Pingu, Actua Soccer 2, a selection 
of Internet software and more. 
MODEL: Club 40 


WAS £799 


fffffll'li) 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


INC 

VAT 



6 MONTHS fNTEREST FREE OPTTONt 


OUR 

LOWEST 

ever priced 

PC 



iH-X'-'XIi 





PATRIOT 

Cyrix Mil 300 Processor 

32Mb RAM. 2.1Gb Hard Disk, 512k Cache 
memory, 32x Multimedia, 4Mb Graphics*, 
14” Colour Monitor, Indudes Windows 98. 
MODEL- Patriot 300. 


PC WORLD PRICE 




PACKARD 

BELL 

333MHz Intel* 
Celeron™ Processor 

64Mb SDRAM, 6.4Gb Hard Disk 
128k Cache Memory, 

32x Muttmeda 4Ub 2x AGP ATI 

Rage Pro Graphics, 56k Modem 

15* Monitor, Plus owr £1000 worth 
of software* induding Windows 98, 
Word and much more. 

MOOQj Pubar C331 


266MHz AMD K6 Pi 

32Mb SDRAM, 3.2Gb Hard Disk. 
12.1' HPA Colour Display, 

24x CD-ROM, 5>2k L2 Cache, 
Windows 98, 2IUb Graphics memory. 
MODEL- 1234. 


sor 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


Was £1399 


ISMEflOOj 


1199 


PC WORLD SALE PRICE 


1899 


DVD-ROM 

DRIV E 

' PUStt 


OVER £1000 
WORTH OF 
SOFTWARE* 


m 

p 


350MHz 

INTEL' 

PENnilM’lil 

PROCESSOR 



PACKARD 

BELL 

350MHz Intel 1 # 
Pentium® II Processor 


S4Mb (fast 100MHz) SDRAM, 

3 -2Gb Hard Disk, 5T2k Cache 
memory, 4x DVD-ROM Drive, 
BMb 2x AGP ffl Rage Pro 
Turbo Graphics, 56k Modem, 
15' Colour Monitor. 

Over £1000 worth of software* 
induding Windows 98 
and more. 

MODEL- 935a 


PC WORLD PRICE 


1999 




r-r sr* 


UP TO 
12 MONTHS 
INTEREST 
EE OPTION 





ON PERIPHERALS 


- 


36x 

CD-ROM v ! 
DRIVE 

Includes remote control 
MODEL Creative labs I 


no 


SALE PRICE 




Soundcard 

MODEL Creative 
Labs SB Live! Value. 


SALE PRICE 



7T5T 


k 


& 



SALE PRICE 


6.4Gb Hard Drive jj a 

MODEL Western DigitaL|gg^|^ £ I Vfl 


bv-t-'l 



IBSx : 

OLYMPUS DMbl Camera 


1024 x 768 max resolutiof.. 

MODEL C-820L l | |l l j i i j £ 
LiAMTItH L. 


Processor Ui 

PNY Quick Chip ' 



sale mu 


93 9 


graphics Card 

ATT AD-fti-Wander-Pro 


Re-WriteaMe CT R eorder 

Traxdata 2260+ IDEHiH 




SAVEfl 


ON PORTABLi 



TOSHI BA 

13mm Intel* Pteiatua^^S^r ' 

Processor with MMX™ Tedmoloev 

'««* RAM. 13Gb Hard [>^6^1 | 

Colour Disptay, Window 95. U-ron PC WORLD PRICE 

Battery. MODEL Libretto 70CT. u*c « — ^ ^ 1 

* months INIBUST Rif opnniM ^fCRlaa 

£&¥9 


■ iwnmi iniKBT FB I 

EBBS! swexintn 


MS NET 

Intel 1 Peatiara 
Processor wftfi MMX™ 
Tedmalogy 

32Mb SDRAM. 2.1Gb Hard 
Dsfc. Detachable Hard Desk. 
12.1“ TFT Colour Duplay. 

74l CD-ROM, Windows ! 
MODEL MD IDO 
B MONTHS 

mnnEsr 

HtROFIlOfP 





•» ? 




SONY 

2««Hx Intel- Pentium- 
Ptomsot vritfa MM*- 
Tedmology 
32Mb SDRAM. 

4.1Gb Hard Disk. 

12.T TFT Cokmr Duplay. 


5I2i Cache Memory. 
24x CD-ROM. S6T " 

Window 98. 

MODEL PCG-747. 

» MONTHS 
INTEREST 
HUEE OPTION! 


Modem. 


PC WORLD PRICE 
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ttWe promise that if you find the same offer awila We a | 

a lower price in any other taaf retail store within 7 days 
of purchase, well refund the difference guarameed - 
provided you can produce your reospt anddetaflsof 
where you saw the offet 
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Steam returns for commuters after 30 years 



A train on the private North %rkshire Moors Railway: Hie firm’s expertise has been used to train drivers for the new service TbnyBarthdemew 


FOR THOUSANDS Of school 
children - and grown men - it 
would be a dream come true. 
Six train drivers who usually op- 
erate humble diesel commuter 
services are to bring steam 
bade to a scenic North York- 
shire line this summer 

In a unique partnership be- 
tween a privatised train firm 
and a heritage railway, steam 
bains wiU return to Whitby, the 
historic port town, for the first 
time in 30 years. 

Northern Spirit, which runs 
commuter trains across north- 
east England, is working with 
the North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway to run the trains from 
Pickering to Whitby. 

The rail companies are 
working with the North York- 
shire Moors National Park and 
local authorities to seal a deal 
with Railtrack to upgrade sig- 
nalling at Grosmont, where the 
heritage line from Pickering 
meets the main line from Mid- 
dlesbrough that runs along the 
Esk valley to Whitby. 

Six Northern Spirit drivers 
volunteered to be trained to op- 
erate the steam trains. They 
completed a three- week course 


BY PHILIP THORNTON 
Transport Correspondent 

on firemen’s duties, driving 
mainline steam trains, safety 
rules and mechanics. They will 
share the roles of drivers, fire- 
men and conductors. 

A spokesman for Northern 
spirit Gary C allighan, said: 
•There has been no shortage of 
our staff wanting to drive the 
new service. It is certainly 
bringing out the boy in some of 
our drivers." 

A successful trial run - sold 
out weeks in advance - be- 
tween Pickering and Whitby in 
November last year carried 
309 enthusiasts on the Captain 
Cock Pullman, staffed by three 
of the new|y trained crew; Chris 
Cubitt G inner Beavers and 

Roy T.inghara Mr Callighan 

said: “We had sold out of tick- 
ets within three hours. The de- 
mand was amazing.” 

The two rail organisations 
now hope to run a programme 
of Sunday evening trains this 
summer that may tie in with 
North Yorkshire Moor Railway’s 
(fining services. It should go 
some way to meet die nostalgic 


demand for steam captured in 
films such as VieRoitway Chil- 
dren and Brief Encounter. 

David Bishop, Northern 
Spirit's general manager, 
said: “The Esk valley route is 
one of the most seemcraihrays 
in Britain. T his link-up with the 
North Yorkshire Vall£y Railway 
will allow us to run additional 
services to meed the increasing 
demand for leisure travel to 
this lovely part of Ybrkshire." 

Chris Hudson, of the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway said 

•There is nothing better than to 

see a steam engine winding its 
way through the North York- 
shire countryside There is a lot 
more life in a steam train than 
in a smelly old diesel." 

A service between Pickering 
and Whitby first ran on 26 May 
1836, when thousands of people 
turned out to cheer a horse 
pulling a coach at about 10 
miles an hour The subsequent 
r ail Hno imm ediately he- 
caxne a popular success, but it 

was closed in the Sixties under 

the Beeching cutbacks. 

The North Yorkshire Moors 
Railway was reopened in 1973, 
ratering for a large tourist trade. 


,*■3 
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Rail firm 
surveys 
‘focus on 
trivia’ 


A FRESH crackdown on the 
privatised rail industry is to be 
launched by the Government, 
which is setting up a national 
customer satisfe ction survey to 
identify foiling train companies. 

The new system will ensure 
that regulators can make ef- 
fective comparisons between all 
25 passenger train companies. 

Ministers are unhappy with 
the current system under 
winch train firms are obliged to 
carry out customer surveys 
twice a year but are allowed to 
set the questions and decide 
how they are published 

The move came as the 
Consumers’ Association yes- 
terday accused train companies 
of focusing on trivia, when cus- 
tomers wanted punctual trains 
and a comfortable journey. 

According to passengers 
questioned for the association's 
Which? magazine, train punc- 
tuality and avaOabOity of seats 
should be rail companies’ pri- 
orities. However; some compa- 


By Philip Thornton 
T ransport Correspondent 


appearance of their staff and the 
quality of food Customers in the 
Which? survey showed little 
interest in these issues. 

A spokesman for the De- 
partment for the Environment, 
Transport and the Regions 
accepted the current surveys 
had “limitations’’, especially be- 
cause they made it difficult to 
mpto* national comparisons. 

He added: “We are going to 
introduce a new passenger sur- 
vey to find out what passengers 
think about rail services and to 
help measure performance 
across the network.” 

The results would be used 
alongside punctuality and reli- 
ability figures to judge train 
companies under new rules 
being brought in by the Gov- 
ernment in response to a 
rigoHna m train performance. 

The Office of Passenger Rail 

Franchising lOpraO has put 

out tenders for research to find 

out which areas passengers 
want covered A pilot study 


would be run before apy na- 
tional scheme was established 

Helen Parker the editor of 
Which?, said “Rail companies’ 
current passenger surveys are 
dose to useless. They should be 
the responsibility of the regu- 
lator; not the companies." 

She said the surveys took no 
account of changes since rail 
privatisation, making it hard to. 
get an accurate picture of 
customer satisfaction levels. 

Which? found that of the 21 
companies whose surveys were 
published by Opraf in August, 
only 13 asked about over- 
crowding, nine about frequency 
and eight about information 
provided on late or cancelled 
services. These tapped the list 
in the Which? survey of 
passenger priorities. 

Which? gave questionnaires 
to 923 commuters during rush 
hours on four days during Sep- 
tember 1996 at nine major rail 
stations. The survey showed 

■ More than a third had been 
late for work at least once in the 
previous week because of train 
delays; 

■ 40 per cent had to stand 
during their journey at least 
once a week; 

■ 15 per cent could not sit down 
on between half and all of their 
journeys. 

The Association of Train Op- 
erating Companies (Aloe) at- 
tacked the Which? survey as 
“flawed and too narrow to draw 
iriwHwn gfiil miwt usiwis 11 . It said 
one train company alone inter- 
viewed six times as many peo- 
ple as Which? did for its survey. 

Ivor Warburton, Atoc chair- 
man, said “Existing surveys 
are not useless or trivial but can 
be improved on. Some stan- 
dardisation in smwey question- 
ing is to be welcomed. 

“The needs of customers 
vary according to the fype of rail 
service - long distance, com- 
muter or ruraL" 
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“I’ve 
got 

the 

winter 

blues” 


Cheer yourself up 
with 3 nights 
for the price of 2 
at Posthouse 



London - Bloomsbury 
London - Gatwick 
London - Hampstead 
London - Heathrow' 
London - Regent’s Park 


I.South of England 

3 nights 1 

Ashford 

£88 

Basingstoke' 

£86 

Bexley 

£88 

Bristol 

£104 

Croydon 

£92 

Dover 

£88 

Fareham' 

£96 

Famborough 

£108 

Guildford 

£108 

Havant 1 

£96 

Hemel Hempstead 

£88 

Maidstone/Sevenoaks 

£88 

Plymouth 

£98 

Portsmouth* 

aoo 

Reading 

£92 

Rochester 

£84 

South Mimms 

£96 

Southampton' 

£96 

Southampton/Eastleigh' 

£90 

Swindon 

£92 

Taunton 

£90 

1 Central England 

3 nights J 

Aylesbury 

£88 

Birmingham 

£78 

Birmingham Airport 

£114 

Birmingham City* 

£96 

Coventry 

£90 

Derby/Burton* 

£88 

Gloucester 

£92 

High Wycombe 

£90 

Leicester 

£78 

Lincoln’ 

£82 

Milton Keynes 

£94 

Nottingham City 

£98 

Nottingham/Derby 

£88 

Walsall* (The Boundary) 

£82 


£130 Bolton* (The Beaumont) 
£110 Brighouse* 

£124 Carlisle’ 

£100 Chester 
£138 Grimsby 
Haydock 
Hull 

Hull Marina 


Preston 


York 


£84 

£100 

£88 

£96 

£84 

£90 

£84 

0.04 

£88 

£104 

£82 

£120 

£82 

£82 

£100 

£84 

£84 

£90 

£82 

£82 

£88 

£80 

£90 


East of England 3 nights 


£78 

£108 

£96 

£92 

£90 

£88 

£88 

£78 

£84 


Colchester 

Epping 

Ipswich 


* Hot pan of me Posdmuse Brand 

* Udnre* mattMrr 


Scotland, Ireland 


'and Wales 

3 nights 



Belfast 

Cardiff' 

Cardiff City' 

Dublin Airport f {IR£) 
Edinburgh' 

Glasgow (Erskine Bridge) 
Glasgow Airport' 
Glasgow City 
Swansea' 


TEWS & CONDITIONS 
Prices araOBrpanwtas^iwi 3 ngtts 
accornmodanon Pri/Sat and Sun) M tnOtmal 
BreaWaa, 3 cow* tow & VIT * 175% teed 
oittrapamfe staring a standard Mn/dauhte 
iron. For ad&McfcaaUMA and pridna cal 
reserrams lor AMs. Up to 2 cMtan onfcr 
16 sOt and eat fraa often sfiaitog a room with v 
to 2 aUs- see noOnuse insure Breaks {mcfue 
tor Mims and mndUnE-tfrESEranons are . 
subject b atafafattrntt) a fcntedntsatH , ttfro«iE 
aeaaabteaftewironwfioiBlrateiCaiwotbe 
IBM H cunjuoctuo wflb any other-offer ur EpecOI 
prwwBw, Se# ocsoD*cr suwiwems *K+y. 


Posthouse 

Offer available for breaks taken up to and including 14 Feb 1599 
Sec your travel agent or call 

0345 40 40 40 
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Four attacked in N Ireland 
‘punishment shootings’ 


by dayid McKhttrick 
Ireland Correspondent 


THE LATEST round of so-called 
“punishment attacks" in 
Belfast has brought renewed 
political condemnation of a 
practice which is now regard- 
ed as a matter of routine in 
areas where paramilitary 
groups hold sway. 

Both the IRA and major loy- 
alist groups such as the UVF 
and UDA continue to be in- 
volved in shootings and beat- 
ings of people, usually young 
men, whom they deem to be in- 
volved in “anti-social activity". 

In the latest incidents four 
men were injured in two attacks 
in Belfast and the nearby town 
of Antrim. In the first incident 
a man was abducted from the 
Falls Road, while another was 
bundled into a car in the Bal- 
iymurphy area of west Belfast. 

The two men, aged 27 and 29, 
were taken to an alleyway, 
where they each received one 
gunshot wound to the leg. They 
were being treated in hospital 
yesterday. The attack is as- 
sumed to be the work of the 
IRA foe group does not publicly 
admit involvement in such ac- 
tivities but it is an open secret 
that it carries outbeatings and 
shootin gs. 

In foe second incident five 
masked max one ofwhom car- 
ried a gun, burst into a flat in 
Donegore 'Drive in Antrim 
town. IWo men in foe flat were 
tatam into the kit chen «*** be a t- 
en with metal bars and other 

i mplpmpntjg CTiffwing hAflri and 

leg injuries. In this mstaiKxky- 
alists are the prime suspects. 

Most such attacks are, how- 
ever earned out by paramili- 
taries. According to foe Royal 
Ulster Constabulary, last year 
saw 51 beatings and 38 shoot- 
ings by republicans and 86 
beatings and 34 shootings by 
loyalists. These figures repre- 
sent a decrease on 1996 figures, 
which totalled 320. 

Many of the attacks cause 
permanent injury and scar- 
ring, and in a number of cases 
limbs have been lost when doc- 
tors removed legs after “knee- 
cappings.” 

In some cases there have 
been deaths, as happened last 
summer, when a north Belfast 
man, Andrew Kearney, bled to 
death after being shot in both 
legs. The Kearney attack re- 
putedly followed a quarrel he 
had with a senior IRA figure. 

In 1997 a Belfast Presbyter- 
ian minister; wrongly suspect- 
ed of being a paedophile, died 
after being attacked by loyalists 
who inflicted two broken legs, 
a suspected fractured skull and 
puncture wounds. 

?*■ st of the attacks are said 
to be carried out on individuals 
suspected of involvement in 
activities such as joyriding, 
burglaries and drugs, though 
some have a personal element 
One man who was seriously in- 
jured is said to have been at- 
tacked because he played loud 



The victim of an IRA 'punishment squad’ that used a shotgun in the attack in Belfast 


Pacemaker 


music which disturbed the 
grandmother of a loyalist para- 
military figure. 

Although paramilitary at- 
tacks produce political criti- 
cism, there is no real sign that 
they cause major resentment in 
either republican or loyalist 
areas. This is partly because 
they have come to be regarded 
as a familiar feature of life 
there and partly because those 
attacked are presumed to have 
misbehaved in some way. 

A west Belfast woman said 


yesterday: “Everybody shrugs 
and says they must have done 
something pretty bad for the 
Provos to shoot them, that they 
weren’t shot for nothing Peo- 
ple here generally approve of it, 
or more often they don't really 
care. There is no outrage about 
it -the only outrage comes from 
politicians.” 

■ A workman was slightly in- 
jured yesterday when a small 
device exploded in the grounds 
of a Catholic sporting dub at 
Magherafelt, Co Londonderry. 


The man is said to have lifted 
a concrete block which had ap- 
parently been boobytrapped. 

The incident bears the hall- 
marks of a loyalist attack. Sinn 
Ffein said the incident was the 
latest in a series of attacks on 
nationalist targets in the area 
in recent months. 

A renegade loyalist group 
cl a im ed responsibility. The Or- 
ange Volunteers said they 
planted a booby-trap bomb in 
the grounds of the dub. 

In a coded statement the 


group said: “The wider nation- 
alist community now have 
everything to fear now the 
siege of Ulster continues, with 
the British government aban- 
doning the loyalist people and 
the Irish government standing 
up for republicans, the Orange 
Volunteers are ready to defend 
our people.” 

Police said a bomb warning 
had been telephoned to the 
dub yesterday but when offi- 
cers searched the grounds 
nothing was found. 


HIGH COST 
IN HEALTH 
AND 

HOUSING 

SHOOTINGS, beatings 
and continuing terror- 
ism cost Northern 
Ireland millions of 
pounds last year, 
according to latest 
figures. 

Information released 
by the pressure group 
Families Against 
Intimidation suggests 
there were more than 
70 shootings, more 
than 1 50 beatings 
and more than 250 
instances of intimida- 
tion carried out as 
“punishment”. 

The figures also show 
that such acts of 
violence cost a hour 
£3. 1 m in hospitai 
treatment and com- 
pensation for victims. 

A further £4.1 5m 
was spent on rehous- 
ing civilians and 
members of the 
security forces. 

More than £l.5m was 
spent relocating civil- 
ians who were forced 
to leave the country. 
“Terrorists continue to 
abuse the trust of the 
majority of people in 
Northern Ireland who 
voted for an end to 
terrorism in the 
referendum, “ said a 
spokesman. 

Shootings and beat- 
ings carried out by 
the IRA and Loyalists 
1972-1998: 


Year 

Loyalist 

IRA 

Total 

1972 

21 

53 

74 

1974 

43 

84 

127 

1975 

50 

139 

789 

1976 

36 

62 

98 

1977 

38 

98 

136 

1978 

37 

50 

87 

1979 

29 

51 

76 . 

1980 

38 

51 

89 

1981 

24 

56 

SO 

1982 

22 

58 

80 

1983 

9 

22 

31 

1984 

5 

20 

25 

1985 

11 

21 

32 

1986 

24 

17 

41 

1987 

87 

37 

123 

1988 

34 

32 

66 

1989 

85 

96 

181 

1990 

60 

48 

108 

1991 

40 

36 

76 

1992 

73 

60 

133 

1993 

57 

27 

84 

1994 

38 

32 

70 

1995 

76 

141 

217 

1996 

130 

172 

302 

1997 

77 

78 

155 

1998 

119 

118 

237 


‘Make ’em laugh’ and 
win your staff’s heart 


IF YOU want to lead your em- 
ployees into a bright new future, 
“make ’em laugh". 

Intelligence and attractive- 
ness go a long way when man- 
agers are trying to Introduce 
changes, but the most potent 
weapon is humom; according to 
a psychologist 
If executives are running 
organisations which are simply 
ticking over -so called “trans- 
actional leadership” - then foe 
fan factor is unimportant 
But when the chips are down 
and managers are trying to 
show “transformational lead- 
ership” jokes go a long way in 
motivating staff the annual con- 
ference of the British Psycho- 
logical Society (BPS) heard. 

The transformational leader 
makes subordinates feel that he 


By Barrie Clement 
Labour Editor 

or she cares about them. Such 
a person does not simply say: 
"fim are paid to do the job so get 
on with it,’ - they present a vi- 
sion of the future. The advantage 
is that workers gain job satis- 
faction and perform better;" 
said Howard ’Layloc head of 
psychology at Chiltems Uni- 
versity College in Bucking- 
hamshire. 

In a study of the attitude of 
Air Training Corps cadets to 
their officers, Mr Taylor found 
that intelligence, attractive- 
ness and humour all rated high- 
ly, but humour was virtually 
synonymous with leadership. 

Mr Taylor said that re- 
searchers were surprised with 


their findings given the strict 
hierarchical structure in any 

militar y nr ganjsaH on , 

He conceded that while 
humour could be a means of 
cementing ‘‘group cohesion” it 
could also underline the leader's 
dominance. Sometimes there 
was a “victim” of the joke. 

He said that senior fire- 
fighters often used humour, 
although the jokes could be of 
a “macho" nature. 

■ British managers are be- 
coming more Eke their US coun- 
terparts, the BPS heard. 

Orga n isati o ns have become 
increasingly “systematised” 
and there is increasing recog- 
nition that managers are pro- 
fessionals, said Barbara Senior 
of Nene University College, 
Northamptoa 


Bosses ‘stigmatise’ tenants 


CLEVER COUNCIL tenants are 
condemned to do far worse in 
the world of work than their 
intellectual equals who own 
their own homes, according to 
the latest research. 

Residents on council estates 
with high IQs are affected by a 
damaging sub-culture which 


promotes “anti-sodaL resentful 
and aggressive” behaviour, foe 
conference of the British Psy- 
chological Society heard. 


By Barrie Clement 

Mark Cook of foe University 
of Wales, Swansea, said talent- 
ed people who live on council 
estates were often unemployed 
and foose who worked were fed 
up with thejob they were doin g 

Dr Cook, a lecturer in psy- 
chology, said that “residential 
segregation” was a far more 
important factor in predicting 
employment success than 


social class. Talented working 
class home owners invariably 
did better than their counter- 
parts on council estates. 

Dr Cook called for more 
mixed bousing and greater 
understanding from employ- 
ers. “A pereon might have a chip 
on his shoulder, but might also 
be talented. Unfortunately they 
are often dropped by employers 
as soon as they get a bit awk- 
ward,” he said 


Bullies and Blockers: 
Back Off! 

The Ramblers’ Association is preparing to tak e 
legal action against Mr Van Hoogstraten, a Sussex 
landowner who is illegally blocking a public footpath. 

Mr Van Hoogstraten is not above the law. 
Public paths mean just that - open to the public. 
The Ramblers defend public paths and if all else fails 
take legal action to open them up. 

Join our campaign to open up paths 
right across the country. 


The Ramblers 



Working for walkers 

1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SW8 2XX. Tel: QI7I 339 8500. 

Charity Na 306089 
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Too much sex on the TV, viewers say 
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CONFESSIONAL TELEVISION 
talk-shows are facing criticism 
again, this time over their 
perceived obsession with sex. 
research launched by the 
Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission (BSC) revealed yes- 
terday. 

It found there is only so 
much sex a person can take and 
it appears that limit has been 
reached, as viewers’ tolerance 
of endless chat on Jerry 
Springer, Ridd Lake and their 
like about how “my girlfriend is 
a man” or “I can't get enough 
and it's driving my husband 
bonkers” is ebbing fast 

Sex and Sensibility, which 
provides insight into viewers’ 
attitudes towards the depic- 
tion of sex on television, says 
most people accept sex as a fact 
of broadcasting life. Howevec 
there has been an increase in 
the past year in the numbers 
(from 32 percent to 36 per cent) 
believing there is too much on 
British screens, particularly 
on talk-shows. 

A teenage girl interviewed 
said: u !t’s like a Marks & 
Spencer sandwich - an every- 
day thing.” Another female 
from the 16- to-24 age group 
said: “The majority of times you 
turn the TV Gn, you can guar- 
antee that sex -.vili come up in 
the programme; there are a lot 
of other things the early- 
evening shows could talk 
about” 

Lady Howe, chairwoman of 
the BSC, warned broadcasters 
that they needed to listen to 
viewers' concerns. “People ac- 
cept sex as a fact of life, some 
even readily enjoy it,” she said. 
“But that does not mean they 
want to see it on the hour every 
hour. like everything else, a 
balanced diet is a healthy diet” 

Although tolerance varied 
by age and gender (older peo- 
ple and women were less com- 
fortable with on-screen sexj, the 
vast majority (78 percent) felt 
depiction was justified provid- 
ed it was integral to the story. 


BY RHYS WILLIAMS 

Half of those viewers present- 
ed with a homosexual kiss on 
EostEnders felt it was accept- 
able, although two-thirds 
thought it should have been 
transmitted after the 9pm wa- 
tershed. 

This programme and similar 
storylines on Brookside have 
helped, the report says, to cre- 
ate a more equitable view of ho- 
mosexuality on television. In 
1992. the last time the survey 
was carried out less than half 
said il was acceptable to show 
gay relationships on screen. 
Fifty eight per centi believe it 
is suitable today. 

Overall, audiences take a 
cynical view of broadcasters' in- 
tentions in depicting sex, near- 
ly three-quarters saying it is 
used as a cheap stunt to boost 
ratings. The report paints a pic- 
ture of broad satisfaction with 
the current television regime 
governing sex. The 9pra wa- 
tershed is w'ell understood, as 
are the many warnings now 
made at the beginning of pro- 
grammes. Controversy sur- 
rounding on-screen sex has 
been a broadcasting constant 
since the Pilkington Report be- 
moaned falling moral stan- 
dards and talked about 
television's “preoccupation 
with the sordid and sleazy”. 

Television drama in the 
1960s was placed in the hands 
of writers ike Ken Loach. Den- 
nis Potter and Harold Pinter, 
feisty auteurs who assaulted 
the senses with gritty tales 
laced with sexual realism. 

They led the way for the 
wholesale adoption of sex as a 
legitimate theme for main- 
stream popular entertainment, 
to the extent that it now per- 
meates practically every genre 
of programming, from late- 
night exercises in mass ti (illa- 
tion lEurotrash ) to cerebral 
factual programming like 
Anatomy of Desire, as well as 
drama and film. 







THE NAKED AND THE PANNED 


Some of the scenes that caused controversy in the debate over the depiction of sex on the small screen. 
Clockwise from top left: ‘Brookside*. The Singing Detective’, ‘Up the Junction', i, Claudius' and This Life' 



Up the Junction 
The ’Swinging Sixties're- 
sulted in a rash of dramas 
chac drew heavily on sexual 
realism. Nell Dunn's Up the 
Junction, with its scene of a 
backstreet abortion, was 
one of the first programmes 
to attract the wrath of 
Mary Whitehouse. 

Casanova 

Mrs Whitehouse popped up 
again to condemn the 
“iewdness" of this 1971 six- 
parcer starring Frank Finlay 
opposite women in varying 
states of undress. 

Bouquet of Barbed Wire 
Frank Finlay appeared to be 
making a career out of sex. 
Now incest featured in this 
1 976 series seen by 
20 million viewers. 

I. Claudius 

BBC2’s I. Claudius was a 
high-class production, star- 
ring Derek Jacobi and John 


Winter 





Hurt packed with murder, 
incest and Iocs of orgies. 

The Singing Detective 
Take your pick from Dennis 
Potter's canon but most 
people tend to remember 
1 986 s The Singing Detec- 
tive and Patrick Malahide’s 
bare backside. 

Brookside/EastEnders 
Both series' depictions of 
homosexuality marked big 

development in the presen- 
tation of taboos. And the 
fact that lesbian ( Brookside ) 
and gay (fastEnders) kisses 
were met with minimal fuss 
showed how far viewers’ 
tolerance had come. 

This Life 

Amy Jenkins' series was 
packed full of excess but 
one area it made real 
progress in was the graphic 
portrayal of gay sex. which 
it achieved with an almost 
casual insouciance. 
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Snow saves 
climber in 
800ft plunge 


By Stephen Goodwin 
Scotland Correspondent 


A WOMAN student was in hos- 
pital with spinal injuries yes- 
terday after an 800-foot slide 
down a snow-covered mountain 
above Glencoe in the Scottish 
Highlands. Soft snow cush- 
ioned her careering descent of 
the boulder- strewn steep 
ground, probably saving her life. 

Sarah Woodroffe, 20, who is 
studying at Durham Universi- 
ty, was descending Bidean Nam 
Bian, the highest peak in the 
area, when she slipped and fell 
late on Tuesday afternoon. Her 
companion, a man from Hert- 
fordshire, tried to raise the 
alarm, but was unable to de- 
scend the mountain due to foil- 
ing light 

Passing climb ers heard their 
calls for help and alerted moun- 
tain rescue teams. Ms Wood- 
roffe was airlifted to Belford 
Hospital, Fbrt William, suffering 
from a fracture to the cervical 
spine and also to the left knee 
cap. She was later transferred 
for specialist treatment at 
Southern General Hospital in 
Glasgow, and is expected to 
“walk out” of its spinal unit in 
two to three weeks. 

Slips on steep ground are the 
commonest cause of accidents 
in the Scottish hills. Survival is 
then a matter of luck and the 
type of terrain the victim hur- 
tles down: the fewer the rocks, 
the bettor the chances. On New 
Year’s Day, Michael Burnham, 
26, an engineer from Bristol fell 
more than 900ft down Sgorr 
Dhearg, another Glencoe peak, 
and escaped with minor in- 
juries. But only a few miles 
away Paul Hooks, 38, from Not- 
tingham, slid L500ft to his death 
on Sgurr a* M hai n a. 

Paul WflHams, secretary of 
the Glencoe Mountain Rescue 
Tteam, said Ms Woodrofie and 


| Kri L~ MI< l 

ftwn the summit of Bidean when 

she slipped at around 3,000 feet 
“Herirguries could have been for 

worse," he sakL “If the snow had 
been rods hard she would have 

gone off like a rocket-” 
Weather conditions were 
“generally mild”, but the rescue 
operation was hampered by 
mist, makin g it difficult for the 
helicopter from RAF Lossie- 
mouth to land. Ms Woodroffe 
had to be carried by team mem- 
bers almost to the main road. 

Ms Woodroffe was among a 
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Sarah Woodroffe 
survived 800ft 
fall yesterday 


group of 12 to 15 people, in- 
dudfog some other members of 
Durham University moun- 
taineering dub, on a privately 
arranged holiday in the area 
They had split into smaller 
groups for the day and were due 
to meet in the late afternoon. 

“When they did not arrive, 
the alarm was raised fay the oth- 
ers,” said university spokesman 
Keith SeacrofL 

Ms Woodroffe, from Lincoln, 
is a second-year geography 
student She is a qualified train- 
er for the Duke of Edinburgh 
Gold Award Scheme and before 
going to Durham, spent four 
months in Switzerland help- 
ing to organise activities in the 
Alps for the Guide Association. 

In a separate incident, a res- 
cue helicopter was scrambled 
from RAF Lossiemouth as 
darkness fell last night after a 
rucksack and its contents were 
found on Ben Nevis. No one had 
been reported missing, but 
members of the Locbaber 
mountain-rescue team were 
Sown to the area to begin a 
search. 

Bbr all the horrors of the New 
Year holiday period, serious ac- 
cidents are falling as a propor- 
tion of those going out on the 
Scottish hills to walk and climb. 

Kevin Howett, national officer 
for the Mountaineering Council 
of Scotland, reckons the number 
oMgoers has at least doubled. 
On a fine weekend day, there 
ma y be 50,000 people at play in 
the Highlands. However; the 
number of fatalities has fallen 
from around 45 a year in the 
early Nineties to 25 last year. 

Mr Howett said: “People are 
better equipped -very few peo- 
ple are going up the Ben 
[Nevis] in high heels, and the 
effort ... in trying to educate 
people about the risks seems to 
have paid off.” 
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Impeachment: Proceedings in the Senate start today, but parties still fail to agree on the way forward 

Uncertainty surrounds Clinton trial 




THE senate trial of BiQ Clinton, 
the 42nd President of the Unit- 
ed States, is set to open today 
amid much media fanfare, min- 
imal sense of drama and stfll less 
public concern. Only the second 
impeachment trial ofaprea'dent 
in US history and the first this 
century, the trial became in- 
evitable yesterday after the fail- 
ure of last-minute efforts by 
Republican leaders in the Sen- 
ate to negotiate a compromise. 

While the proceedings are to 
begin today however the exact 
definition of “begin’' could be 
subject to revision. The Senate 
majority leader. TVent Lott, 
confirmed that the trial would 
open formally today and pro- 
ceed next week, even if no 
time-scale was agreed before- 
hand. “The process will begin 
tomorrow,” he told reporters 
yesterday, “and it will include 
activities on Monday. Exactly 
what those activities will be, 
we’ll have to still determine.” 

Mr Lott was speaking after 
an early morning meeting with 
his Democratic counterpart, 
Tom Daschle, which had ap- 
parently foiled to produce an 
agreement on the duration of 
the trial or whether witnesses 
would be called. 

A strong body of opinion 
among Republican Senators 
insists that a trial is cot a trial 
unless witnesses are called 
and questioned so that the 
Senate, which constitutes the 
jury in an impeachment trial, 
can make up its own mind 
about the merits of the case. 

Democrats - and, it is be- 
lieved, the White House - had 
byyestenhy almost abandoned 
hopes of substituting a censure 
vote for a trial But they were 
still arguing for abbreviated 
proceedings that would rest 
on the report and evidence 
collected by the independent 
prosecutor. Kenneth Stan: and 
the arguments in the House of 
Representatives. 

The calling of witnesses, 
who could include Monica 
Lewinsky and her treacherous 
confidante, Linda Tripp, bas 
been strongly opposed not only 
by the White House and by De- 
mocrats sympathetic to Mr 
Clinton, but also by sections of 
the Republican party. 

Some politicians, especially 
those representing conserva- 
tive constituencies, fear (hat the 


By Makv Dejevsky 
in Washington 


presentation of graphic evi- 
dence in public could rebound 
against the Republicans at the 
next elections. 

One of the strongest advo- 
cates of calling witnesses has 
been Henry Hyde, chairman of 
the House judiciary committee, 
which formulated the articles of 
impeachment Mr Hyde will 
lead the “prosecution” case at 
the Senate trial and will open 
the proceedings by reading the 
two articles passed by the 
House last month. These ac- 
cuse Mr Clinton of multiple 
counts of perjury and obstruc- 
tion of justice in trying to 
conceal the nature of his rela- 
tionship with Ms Lewinsky. 

Mr Daschle, for the Democ- 
rats, is against opening a trial 
without securing undertakings 
on its form and duration. This 
means that the proceedings 
could be stalled before they 
start This view is also believed 
to be shared by the White 
House, which has kept a low 
profile on the impeachment 
issue in recent days, apparently 
so as not to antagonise the 
Senate by seeming to influ- 
ence its deliberations. 

The White House spokes- 
man, Joe Lockhart, said only: 
“There’s obviously some frus- 
tration that we don’t know what 
the procedures will be.” adding 
that it was u a concern of the 
American people that this be 
done expeditiously”. 

In the past two weeks, Mr 
Clinton has stuck rigidly to what 
he calls “the nation's business” 
announcing generous spend- 
ing proposals that could find 
their way into this year’s budget 
and capping the optimism yes- 
terday with bis announcement 
of a projected $76bn domestic 
budget surplus for 1999. 

As the 106tb Congress 
opened yesterday, the historic 
task before it was almost lost in 
the welter of matter-of-fact pro- 
cedures. In the House of Rep- 
resentatives the roll call was 
followed by a formal vote for the 
new Speaker of the House, Den- 
nis Hastert whose nomination 
was uncontested by his own 
party and whose election was 
a foregone conclusion. Across 
the Capitol Rotunda, the Sen- 
ators took their oaths. 
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SITTING IN JUDGMENT: THE SENATE DELIVERS ITS VERDICT ON THE PRESIDENT 


What Constitution says - and what it doesn’t 


WHEN THE Senate convenes, as 
it is expected to today, to open 
the trial of President William 
Jefferson Clinton, its constitu- 
tional status and task will be 
dear. As set out in the US Con- 
stitution, the Senate has the 
“sole power to try all impeach- 
ments” - that indudes the re- 
call of judges and other elected 
officials, up to the President 
Senators fulfil the role of 
jurors. They are sworn in, and 
must remain silent for the 
duration. If witnesses are 


By Mak? Dejevsky 
in Washington 


called. Senators may submit 
written questions. When the 
subject of impeachment is the 
President the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court in this 
case 72-year-old William Rehn- 
quist, presides. 

The Constitution says that 
“no person shall be convicted 
without the concurrence of 
two-thirds of the members 
present” - which would be 67 


of the 100 Senators - and stip- 
ulates that judgment “shall 
not extend further than to 
removal from office and dis- 
qualification to hold and enjoy 
any office of honour, trust or 
profit under the United 
States”. 

This appears to preclude 
the levy of a fine or imposition 
of a formal reprimand, as 
some have proposed, but 
there is no mention of 
whether a fine or reprimand 
(censure) could be applied in 


place of a trial This could be 
a question for dispute at the 
start of proceedings. 

The Constitutional provisions 
for jm pearhwipnt conclude by 
saying that- impeachment and 
removal from office does not 
predude subsequent prosecu- 
tion. “The party convicted shall 
nevertheless be liable and sub- 
ject to indictment, trial, judg- 
ment and punishment, 
according to law” This would 
leave open the possbility that 
Mr Clinton could be prosecuted 


for pojury or obstruction of jus- 
tice - the two charges forward- 
ed to the Senate by the House 
of Representatives - once he 
leaves office. 

That provision supports the 
view that there may be conduct 
that is impeachable but not 
criminal and vice versa, but 
there may also be conduct that 
is both. One suggested com- 
promise was for Mr Clinton to 
accept a censure and ■ be 
allowed to serve out his term, 
on condition that be agreed to 


face criminal charges after- 
wards. Prosecutors would 
have two years after Mr 
Clinton leaves office to bring 
charges. 

Opinions differ about the 
prospects for conviction. While 
most believe the Senators 
would vote along party lines, 
making a two-thirds majority 
unlikely, a few believe they 
would behave more as jurors, 
weighing the evidence and 
perhaps concluding that Mr 
Clinton should be removed. 
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FOREIGN NEWS/1 1 


Israelis 
seize cars 
at British 
consulate 


AN ISRAELI tax blitz on Arab 
staff of the British consulate- 
general in east Jerusalem yes- 
terday has opened a hornets’ 
nest of questions about the sta- 
tus of the holy city, which both 
Israel and the Palestinians 
claim as their capital. 

Tax inspectors impounded 
the private cars of four locally 
hired offi cials and demanded 
back-payment of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in income 
tax. They told them the vehicles 
would be returned only if they 
paid off the alleged arrears, and 
threatened to raid their homes 
and seize their belongings. 

Under a 20-year-old informal 



Juliette ftakkalc Caught in 
ambush driving to work 


agreement, Israel did not tax the 
19 consular employees. They 
are not Israeli citizens, but they 
live in part of Jerusalem which 
Israel annexed after the 1967 
war. Their Israeli identity cards 
differentiate them from West 
Bank Palestinians and allow 
them to move more freely. 

Until 1992, British tax was 
deducted at source, but since 
then they have paid no income 
tax in either country. Two years 
ago, the Israeli tax authorities 
began sending demands. 

Juliette Takltak, 41, an as- 
sistant management officer. 


By Eric Silver 
in Jerusalem 


described bow she was am- 
bushed at an army checkpoint 
on herway to the office on Tues- 
day. She was born in Amman 
and holds a Jordanian passport. 

“Between six and eight 
armed policemen surrounded 
my car and ordered me to get 
out and hand over the licence 
and the keys,” she said. “After 
they took my car, I sat for four 
hours with the tax people and 
my accountant, but it didn't 
help. . . They presented me with 
a bill for 1,796.488 shekels 
(about £260.000) they said I 
owed them for 1987 to 1993 ... 
I said I had never earned any- 
thing like iLThey said I'd get the 
car back if I paid 1 million 
shekels. If not, they would sell 
iL Then they would take my fur- 
niture and my possessions." 

Yesterday morning, the tax 
squad seized the cars of three 
more Arab staff parked outside 
the consulate. When the acting 
consul-general Charles Win- 
nington-lngram, phoned the 
tax office, he was told Israel was 
within its rights. “We are oper- 
ating in a muddy area,” he 
said, admitting that the immu- 
nity agreement had never been 
put in writing. “This is at the 
centre of the dispute over the 
status of east Jerusalem, which 
we and most other foreign 
governments maintain is oc- 
cupied territory” 

After a long day of diplomatic 
activity the tax commissioner. 
Yoni Kaplan, suspended the 
blitz pending an opinion from 
Fbreign Ministry lawyers on the 
consulate workers, expected 
within a week. Until then, a tax 
spokeswoman declared, Ms Za- 
kkak and her colleagues cao 
have their cars back. 


Yemen ‘stalls’ 
Ykrd kidnap 
investigation 


YEMENI AUTHORITIES appear 
to be involved in a cover-up over 
the deaths of the four Western 
tourists kidnapped in Yemen. 
Scotland Yard detectives have 
been denied permission to 
interview the kidnappers’ 
alleged leaden Zain al-Abdeen 
AbuBakraHJehdapwhoisalso 
known as “Abu Hassan”. 

T .agt night of fi cials in Tvwidnn 
described the Yemeni order to 
the two detectives to leave the 
southern Yemeni city of Aden 
as a bureaucratic “glitch” that 
had been countermanded by 
Yemen’s Interior Minister 
Hopefully, they would now be 
able “to go where they want and 
interview who they want”. 

Mystery still surrounds the 
assault byYemeni forces on the 
kidnappers, in which three 
Britons and an Australian were 
killed. Despite claims by the 
Yemeni government that the 
kidnappers were unwilling to 
negotiate, Abu Hassa n and his 
Is lami c Jihad followers are 
well known to the government, 
which had been negotiating 
with them as recently as 40 d^ys 
before the kidnapping. 

They also have ties with the 
exiled Saudi dissident and sus- 
pected terrorist organiser, 
Osama bin Laden. 

Abu Hassan is reported to 
have met with senior Yemeni 
military authorities in fee cap- 
ital Sanaa, last November to 
secure funding promised by 
the government for Islamic 
Jihad’s support in Yemen’s 1994 
dvil wan But his request was 
refused, and in retaliation fee 
group sought to increase pres- 
sure on the government 

Hence the kidnap of the 16 
Western hostages on 29 
De cemb er of whom four were 
killed in a rescue attempt 

A key figure in fee story is 
Sheikh Tfcriq al-Fadhh, exiled 
after fee Marxists took over 
South Yemen in the late Sixties 
and later an Arab volunteer in 
Afghanis tan’s war against the 
Soviet Union. He is a personal 
fri en d of Mr bin Laden. 

Mr Efcdhli is a Sheikh of the 

Maraqish tribe who inhabit fee 


By Eric Watkins 


mountains of south Yemen 
where the recent kidnappings 
took place. 

After the Afghan wax; Mr 
Fadhli returned to Yemen, 
seeking revenge on the social- 
ist party which had forced his 
family into exile. With financial 
support from Yemeni mer- 
chants in Saudi Arabia, Mr 
Tfa rfhH built up a small tribal 
army. When Yemen’s civil war 
broke out in May 1994, Mr 
Fadhli openly supported the 
northern forces, becoming a 
commander of fee second 
brigade, made up of ex- Afghan 



Osama bin Laden, who has 
ties with the kidnappers 


mujahedin and tribesmen. 

After the war ended, the vic- 
torious Yemeni president Lt- 
Gen Ati Abdullah Saleh 
rewarded Mr Fadhli by renew- 
ing his herofflaiy title of Sultan, 
restoring his family’s exten- 
sive landholdings, and 
appointing him to fee upper 
house of parliament, the con- 
sultative council. But if Mr 
Fadhli joined the establish- 
ment his followers- inducting 
Abu Hassan - did not 

Tbday Abu Hassan may well 
hold the answers to fee central 
questions about the kidnap. 

He also knows a lot about 
official Yemeni involvement in 
the affairs of Islamic Jihad and 
for feat reason it is small won- 
der fee authorities seem 
unwilling to let him spend any 
time with fee men from Scot- 
land Yard - and would far pre- 
fer to see him swiftly executed. 



Iran admits 
killing writers 


IRAN'S INTELLIGENCE Min- 
istry has admitted that some of 
its renegade colleagues carried 
out the high-profile kidnapping 
and killings of several writers in 
early December. The rogue 
agents also ordered the stabbing 
to death of the country’s secu- 
lar opposition leader; Dariush 
Fbruhac and his wife, Parvaneh, 
ou 22 November. 

Iran's President. Moham- 
mad Khatami yesterday issued 
a message congratulating the 
ministry for its “honest" inves- 
tigation of the murders. 

The revelation is likely to 
help President Khatami's be- 
leaguered reform programme 
which has encountered strong 
opposition from religious con- 
servatives. He had demanded 
that the public be informed of 
developments in the case, no 
matter who was implicated say- 
ing: “Our main asset is in the 
trust of our people." 

Since his election in May 
1997, President Khatami has 
made it his priority to establish 
the rule of law and control hard- 
liners. However, there has been 


By BORZU ARANI 
inltehran 


worsening political violence 
from die-hard Islamists, who 
fear for the fundamental princi- 
ples of the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion. Nothing has yet been said 
about fee motives behind the 
murders of the dissidents, but 
it appears that the crimes were 
prompted by concern for the fu- 
ture of the revolution. 

The affair has provoked 
calls for the resignation of the 
head of intelligence. Ghorban- 

Ali Dorrie-Najafabadi, who Mr 
Khatami is believed to have ap- 
pointed to clean up the image 
of the ministry after the former 
head of the secret services 
was implicated in the 1992 as- 
sassination of Kurdish dissi- 
dents in Berlin. 

tlran's Interior Ministry said 
that an assassination attempt 
on Tuesday on Ali Razini, the 
head of the Tehran judiciary, 
was carried out by two people 
on a motorbike. Mr Razini was 
reported to be wounded by ex- 
plosives fastened to his can 
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Blair told to apologise for Boer War 


TONY BLAIR arrived in South 
Africa last night to demands 
that he apologise for the deaths 
of thousands of women and 
children in British concentra- 
tion camps during toe Boer Whr 
100 years ago. 

South Africa is about to com- 
memorate the centenary of the 
wan in which 20,000 to 26,000 
Boer civilians died in over- 
crowded camps from typhoid, 
dysenteiy, enteric fever and 


ByEdO’Loughlzn 

'm Johannesburg 


other diseases. More than 
three-quarters of the victims 
were children. Last week the 
right-wing Herstigte Naaonaie 
Party - Herstigte means “re- 
constituted” in Afrikaans - 
called on Mr Blair to apologise. 

On arriving at an air force 
base near Pretoria from the 
Seychelles, where they had 


been on holiday Mr Blair and 
his wife, Cherie, met the 
Deputy President, Thabo 
Mbeki, who is expected to suc- 
ceed President Nelson Mandela 
after next year’s elections. 
Meanwhile, anti-British demon- 
strators gathered outride the 
guest house where the Blairs 
will be staying. 

During the visit Britain 
hopes to announce £4bn of pri- 
vate investment in South 


Africa. In exchange, Mr Blair 
is hoping to finalise £lbn of al- 
ready negotiated defence or- 
ders. But, while an agreement 
of intent is expected to be 
signed by Mr Blair and his 
South African counterparts 
today, confusion surrounds the 
reciprocal package of British 
foreign investment While 
South African media reports 
this week safo Britain will invest 
£4bn in local industries as part 


of the deal, the Ministry of De- 
fence says the final figure de- 
pends on detailed trade 
discussions which have not 
been finalised. Asked about the 
figure of £4bn, a spokesman for 
the Mod's Defence Export Ser- 
vices Organisation (Peso) ad- 
mitted: “I first read that in the 
papers this week.” 

The proposed defence pack- 
age consists of four Westland 
&3>er Lynx marine helicopters. 


24 British Aerospace Hawk jet 
t ravngr 'ground-attack aircraft 
and 28 Gripes medium fighters, 
manufactured by British Aero- 
space and Saab of Sweden. 

Excluding the Swedish com- 
poamt of the deaL the total ben- 
efit to Britain wifi he Sbn, part 
of a £3hn South African re-ar- 
mament package which also in- 
volves the purchase of Ger man 
corvettes and submarines and 
Italian helicopters. South 


Africa's arms spending has 
brought criticism from disar- 
mament and humanitarian 
bodi es, which question why so 
much is being spent on 
weapons when much of the 
country’s population remains 

deeply impoverished. 

The government has sought 
to justify the package l?y point- 
ing to growing instability in 
central and southern Africa 
and claiming that counter-in- 


vestment from the successful 
bidders will more than com- 
pensate for the cost of the 


weapons. 

Yesterday a spokesman tor 
Deso said that, while the £4bn 
figure was doubtful, the finalin- 
vestment package would easi- 
ly exceed the South African 
government's minimum re- 
quirement which was for d5rec4 
at 1# »»Kt. Pfliml tfl the 


Enigmatic heir 
to Mandela 


FOR FOREIGN leaders visiting 
South Africa, President Nelson 
Mandela may still be the man 
to be seen with, but his deputy 
president and heir apparent 
Thabo Mbeki, is the man to see. 

Tony Blair’s meeting with Mr 
Mandela in Pretoria today is 
sandwiched between backroom 
sessions with Mr Mbeki, who 
now seems certain to lead 
South Africa into the post-Man- 
dela era following elections 
this summer: 

Having dined in private to- 
gether last night the Prime 
Minister and Mr Mbeki. 56, 
come together again today at a 
closed meeting of the British- 
South African bilateral com- 
mission, the body charged with 
improving links between 
Africa's biggest economy and 
its largest source of foreign in- 
vestment Keen to foster trade 
and finesse South African sup- 
port on a range of Common- 
wealth. African and global 
issues, Mr Blair will want to get 
to know South Africa’s dejhcto 
prime minister and future ruled 
He feces a difficult task. In 
South Africa the term “enig- 
ma tic" has become almost a 
cliche when applied to Mr 
Mbeki, while caricaturists have 
little to work on except his 
trademark pipe and goatee 
beard and his repeated refer- 
ences to an ever-imzninent 
“African renaissance”. Unlike 
the ebullient Mr Mandela, Mr 
Mbeki has neve- worn lus heart 
on his sleeve and his private 
character - and personal his- 
tory - are largely unknown. 


BY EP O’LOUGfflJN 

Even the deaths of his brother 
and his only son, who both dis- 
appeared in exile, remain ob- 
scure. 

The son of the veteran 
African National Congress 
leader Govan Mbeki, who spent 
time onRobben Island with Mr 
Mandela, Thabo Mbeki went 
into exile in 1961 and took an 
MAm economics at Sussex Uni- 
versity. Although he subse- 
quently underwent military 
training in the Soviet Union, he 
has never confirmed or denied 


With the Mandela 
miracle drawing 
to a close, the 
really hard work 
will fall to Mbeki 

reports that he once belonged 
to the South African Commu- 
nist Party - then as now a 
dose ally of the ANC - and 
served on its politburo. 

Always noted for his intelli- 
gence, leaping and eloquence, 
Mr Mbeki served as an ANC 
representative in London and 
various African states before 
becoming right-hand man to 
the party’s then president, 
Oliver Tam bo. Following Mr 
Mandela's release from prison 
in 1990, he was a key member 
of the ANC team negotiating 
an end to white rule with the 


then president, FW de Klerk. 

In 1994, Mr Mbeki finally 
emerged from the shadows of 
his powerful patrons when he 
supplanted Cyril Ramaphosa, 
the b rilliant and popular young 
trade union leader as the 
ANC’s candidate for deputy 
president a job that almost 
guaranteed eventual succes- 
sion to the presidency. Although 
little known to the mass of 
black voters, Mr Mbeki has 
used his doseness to Mr Man- 
dela and his leadership of the 
ANC’s “exfies” - the influential 
group of cadres who spent the 
struggle years abroad - ruth- 
lessly to outflank famo us fig- 
ures from the internal struggle 
Eke Mr Ramaphosa and the for- 
mer Free State premier, 
Patrick “Terror” Lekota. 

HiasWI at malitintv h mlifing 

also played its part at several 
key junctures many political ob- 
servers were surprised to see 
the moderate Mr Mbeki gam- 
ing the support of leftist and 
‘Africanist” radicals like Winni e 
Madfidzela- Mandel a and the 
ANC Youth League. 

Economically, Mr Mbeki has 
endeared himself to the West 
with his unswerving dedica- 
tion to free-market polities and 
globalisation, even as South 
Africa’s economy is suffering 
from a bad dose of Asian flu. 

However, his detractors 
worry that he may find it all too 
easy to change his tack if cir- 
cumstances conspire against 
him. Acting as Mr Mandela’s 
prune minister; Mr Mbeki has 
centralised both government 



Thabo Mbeki, Sooth Africa’s president-in-waiting, is noted for his intelligence, learning and eloquence AdU BradlowiAP 


and party power in his own of- 
fice, ruthlessly sidelining any- 
body who stands in his way. 

While business welcomes 
his present economic policies, 
it also worries that he could be 
tempted to try to buy off polit- 
ical pressure by manipulating 
the economy to his own ends. 

Hie black majority also wan- 


ders about Mr Mbeki. While 
support for the ANC remains at 
better than 50 per cent, the vot- 
ers admit they know little about 
the man who will lead the party 
into almost certain victory at 
the next election. In October 
many ANC supporters were 
efismayed when Mr Mbeki tried 
and felled to block the final 


report of the Thith and Rec- 
onciliation Commission, ap- 
parently stung by its mild 

r pmarirs ohmit thp mnv pmpnt* s 

role in the bloody struggle 
against apartheid. 

Hie move enraged the com- 
mission’s chairman. Arch- 
bishop Desmond Tutu - who 
told world tetevisima flat he had 


not fought one tyranny to re- 
place it with another. 

Yet for all their concerns, the 
great majority of South 
Africans accept that Mr Mbeki 
will be the next president and 
hope that he can bufld on Mr 
Mandela’s success. As the 
economy moves into recession, 
he win be expected to fight ram- 


pant crime and reduce soaring 
unemployment He will have to 
end the simmering civil conflict 
with Zulu nationalists and find 
money to improve health, 
education and other public 
services. With the Mandela 
mirade drawing to a close, 
the really hard work will fell to 
Mr Mbeki. 
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Finland flirts with the West under a Tsar’s nose 




YOU HAVE to band it to the 
Finns. They have spent much 
of the last two centuries trying 
to secure, and then preserve, 
their independence from Rus- 
sia. They fought a war against 
the Soviet Union and lost 
chunks of territory. Yet it is Tfcar 
Alexander n, not a great 
Finnish national hero, whose 
statue adorns Senate Square, 
the most elegant site in old 
Helsinki And even now, when 
the Cold War is over and do one 
owes Russia any favours, 
they're going to leave him 
there. Which helps explain the 
debate raging in Finland about 
whether to join Nato. 

Let it be said that Alexander 
as a colonial master, was pretty 
decent He permitted the Finns 
their own currency and pro- 
moted the use of their language. 
Even so, times have changed 
"FinJandisation" - that dirty 
word of the Cold War denoting 
a status somewhere between So- 
viet satellite and fully indepen- 
dent state - is a distant memory 
and Finland is a member of the 
European Union. 

Leave Senate Square and 
the city's old quarter, with its 
neo-classical facades and pas- 
tel colours so reminiscent of 
Russia that they were used as 
sets lor Cold War spy films, and 
you could be in downtown Eu- 
rope. The feel is of Hamburg. 
Oslo or Berlin. Even Stock- 


FRONTLINE 

HELSINKI 


mann's department store has 
lost its thrill Once, for gener- 
ations of Moscow-based diplo- 
mats and correspondents, the 
Helsinki store was the 
promised land, a source of 
Western luxuries an overnight 
train trip away. Now it's just a 
Nordic Selfridges. 

In short, Finland has be- 
come normal - a founder 
member of the euro, with 
growth of 5 per cent last year 
and a forecast 3 per cent for 
1999, Inflation is minimal, 
while the economy is no longer 
in thrall to what happens in 
Russia. “We have come of 
age." the Prime Minister. 
Paavo Lipponen, says. “With 
membership of the EU, Fin- 
land has reached its goal in 
post-war policy." 

And yet the Bear - even 
today's enfeebled, limping 
beast - still casts its shadow. 
The national border which 
captures the Finnish imagi- 
nation is still the 800-mile one 
to the east the only direct fron- 
tier of an EU state with Rus- 
sia. Had geography been 
otherwise, Finland would long 
have been a member of Nato. 
Instead. Helsinki is once again 
doing a nifty diplomatic double 
act 

Just as during “Finlandisa- 
tion”, when it beamed benign 
neutrality in the direction of 
the Russians but steadily 


strengthened its integration 
into toe Western economy and 
institutions. Finland is now 
edging closer to the alliance 
without saying so. Mr Lippo- 
nen could not be more guard- 
ed: “We're relatively satisfied 
with toe current situation, and 
not considering Nato mem- 
bership. Technically we’re 
non-aligned, but non-align- 
ment actually implies the 
option of joining." 

In practical terms, Finland 
is inexorably strengthening 
ties with the alliance. Its 
weapons programmes, most 
notably a recent purchase of 64 
F-18 fighters in preference to 
Swedish Saab Gripens, are 
mainstream Nato; this year it 
allocated $lbn for a Finno- 
Swedish rapid reaction force. 
Helsinki is also involved in 
Partnership for Peace, often 
seen as an antechamber before 
full Nato membership. 

“The parties are engaged, 
but a wedding day has not yet 
been set," the defence minis- 
ter, Anneli Taina, has said. The 
Helsingm Sunomat columnist. 
Rusto Uimonen, likens the 
process to an electric plug 
inching towards a socket: 
“Suddenly, almost without 
noticing, we're plugged in." 

The reason to plug in, of 
course, would not be security 
(for even a hostile Russia will 
not be a realistic threat for 



A statue of the old colonial master. Alexander 11, adorns Senate Square, but leave old Helsinki and the atmosphere is decidedly European 


decades) but the changing re- 
alities of European defence. 
Nato's mandate is, if anything, 
broadening in toe aftermath of 
toe Cold Wat, and it may be ex- 
panded further at the April 
summit in Washington marking 
its 50th anniversary, which 
Finland will be attending. 

But there is one problem: 


the Baltic states. The burning 
desire of Estonia, Lithuania 
and Latvia to join Nato is well 
known, and Finland feels re- 
sponsibility for them, espe- 
cially for Estonia 
linguistically, culturally and 
geographically so close, and 
where Finnish companies have 
invested heavily. Alas, as 


Helsinki is aware, the three are 
neither ready to become N'ato 
members, nor acceptable as 
such to Russia. 

So what price toe next Nato 
enlargement taking in incon- 
venient suitors like the Baltic 
states, Romania or countries 
from the former Yugoslavia, 
but those three pillars of pros- 


perous neutrality, Finland, 
Sweden and Austria? That is 
what some in Helsinki expect. 

But maybe there's another 
answer. A couple of years ago, 
the former foreign secretary 
Douglas Hurd proposed a new 
Baltic security zone compris- 
ing Finland. Sweden and the 
Baltic states, and underpinned 


by guarantees from Nato and 
Russia, to bring Europe's 
north-eastern corner under 
the alliance's umbrella without 
upsetting Moscow. Little has 
since been heard of the idea. 
But Alexander n himself if not 
Yevgeny Primakov, would 
probably approve. 

Rupert Cornwell 
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Rebels in |h 
battle for R 
control of 
Freetown 


jWa 


A DESPERATE battle for the 
capital of Sierra Leone was 
raging last night as rebel troops 
fought their way to within a mBe 
of the centre of Freetown, cap- 
turing a main government of- 
fice building and burning down 
the city’s police station. It was 
unclear last night who con- 
trolled the city, though rebels 
could be seen moving through 
the all-but-empty streets, ac- 
cording to witnesses contacted 
by telephone. 

Troops from the Nigerian-led 
Ecomog peace keeping force 
yesterday launched counter- 
attacks backed by fighter jets. 

The rebels’ military com- 
mander, Sam Bockarie, said 
his men would agree to a cease- 
fire if the government released 
Fbday Sankoh, the rebel leader 
sentenced to death. 

Speaking by satellite phone 
from his hideout, he said: “If 
Sankoh is released and handed 
over to us we are ready to 
cease fire." He claimed Presi- 
dent Ahmad Tejan Kabbah - 
the leader reinstated last year 
with the help of British merce- 
naries - bad fled Freetown. 

There was no independent 
corroboration of his claim, 
though there were reports that 
the dty’s main prison had been 
broken into and renegade sol- 
diers freed. 

One witness said rebels had 
also burnt down a police station 
and the State House, the sym- 
bolic seat of power It was un- 
clear last night how dose the 
rebels were to Hasting airport, 
Freetown’s main transport link 
with the outside worid. 

Earlier this week, Ecomog 
troops fought off a rebel offen- 
sive at the airport, which is 
dose to a peace-keeping base. 
The government last nigbt said 
that while the rebels had en- 
tered parts of the capital its 

. forces were still in controL 

Speaking on BBC radio, the 
Information Minister Julius 
Spencer, said a curfew had 
been imposed and that anyone 

found on the streets after dart 
would be shot “The situation is 


BY ANDREW BUNCOMBE 

very serious but it is going to be 
dealt with," Mr Spencer said. 
“Apparently this is happening 
[the invasion of the city] and the 
rest of the worid is standing by 
and watching.” 

Britain, Sierra Leone’s for- 
mer colonial ruler, has com- 
mitted £im of financial and 
logistical support for Ecomog, 
the coalition of West African 
states fighting in support of 
President Kabbah 

Last nigbt, a Foreign Office 
spokesman insisted: “Our in- 
volvement will be to provide 
equipment and logistical sup- 
port as requested by Ecomog. 
We are not sending troops or 
advisers.” The Ministry of De- 
fence also said there were no 
personnel involved in the deal. 

President Kabbah was re- 
stored to power last year after 
being ousted by rebels led by 
Major Johnny Paul Koroma in 
May 1997. 

Efforts to reinstate the Pres- 
ident were supported by Sand- 
line, the British mercenaries 
whose shipment of arms and 
men breached international 
sanctions and triggered a cri- 
sis at the Foreign Office. 

At talks in the Ivory Coast 
last month, representatives of 
Sierra Leone, Nigeria, the 
United States, Britain and Eco- 
mog accused neighbouring 
Liberia ofakfing the rebels. The , 
Liberian President, Charles 
Tayioi; received guerrilla train- 1 
ing in Libya with Fbday Sankoh, 1 
who was sentenced to death in i 
Sierra Leone for treason last ; 
October after leading attacks ml I 
toe government 

Last week, President Taylor 
.admitted that Liberians were 
fighting in Sierra Leone but de- 
nied they had any link with his 
government 

The presence of the rebels 
within Freetown represents 
a marked change in their 
fortunes after they seemed 
to have been beaten ba ck by 
government forces in recent 
months. 
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EDS creates 1,000 Sheffield jobs 

UP TO 1,000 jobs are to be 
created in Sheffield by the 
US information tedinotogy 
group EDS. The company is 
setting iQ) a new services 
delivery centre at the city’s 
Hallawrehir e Bu syness Park, 

initially creating M0 IT jobs. 
There are plans to recruit a 
further 700 employees in the 
longer terra. 

A third of the workforce 
will be trainees, either 

apprentices, graduates or 

people looking for a career change. David BInnkett 
(pictured), the Secretary of State for Education and 
Science and a local ME welcomed the investment and 
EOS'S commitment to take on so many trainees. 

GUS granted takeover appeal 

GREAT universal STORES has been granted an 
appeal by the Takeover Panel regarding its complaint 
over claims made by the former board of Argos during 
last year's hostile takeover bid. 

The panel executive has already considered GUS’s 
claims and ruled there is no case to answer This still 
stands. However, GUS has been granted the right to 
appeal to the hill panel, which will decide whether the 
executive’s findings should stand or the case be heard 
again. The bearing is expected in the next few weeks. 

Sunderland’s car-making record 

NISSAN'S Sunderland car plant, the most productive in 
Europe, built a record number of vehicles last yean A total 
of 288,838 Micros and Primeras was produced fay the A200- 
strong workforce - a 6 per cent increase on 1996 output 

BA sees fan in premium traffic 

BRITISH AIRWAYS yesterday warned there would be no 
upturn in demand for first class travel this year, as it 
announced that December’s premium traffic fell by 3.6 
per cent. The fhH was compensated for by a 123 par 
cent rise in economy class traffic for overall growth of 
10.5 per cent. BA shares rose ll.5p to 41L5p. 
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FTSE shrugs off fears on 

economy to roar past 6,000 


SHARE PRICES leapt in London 
yesterday as merger ma n ia 
and hopes that the Bank of Eng- 
land will cut interest rates 
again outweighed farther eco- 
nomic gloom. 

The Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee CMPO is expected to re- 
duce the cost of borrowing 
either today after its monthly 
meeting, or next month. This 
would be the fourth cut in UK 
interest rates since October 

A third day of euphoria on 
some continental exchanges 
following the successful launch 
of the euro boosted London. So 
did the fact that Wall Street 
reached a new high in early 
morning trading in New Ybrfc. 

A prediction of a stock mar- 
ket crash of 20 to 30 per cent 
and subsequent recession, 
made by Barton Biggs, the 
prominent investment guru at 


By diane Coyle 

Economics Editor 


Morgan Stanley did nothing to 
dampen the fizz. 

The FTSE 100 index ended 
nearly 191 points, or 3.2 per 
cent, higher at 6,14&£L This 
took it back through the 6,000 
level and within 30 points of its 
July all-time high of 6,179. 

In the rest of Europe, Ffcank- 
fort saw the biggest gain, the 
DAX index dimbing 3 per cent, 
and the CAC 40 index in Paris 
rose 2 per cent Several mar- 
kets were dosed for a holiday. 

The Dow Jones soon passed 
its previous peak of 9^7A27, and 
had gained more than 151 
points to stand at 9,46&33 by 
midday. In the US the surge in 
share prices was again linked 
to investors pouring money 
into computer and technology- 
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related shares, which have 

been the main beneficiaries of 

the traditional January inflow 
of hinds to the market 
But some voices continue to 
warn that the share price bub- 
ble must burst Andrew 
Smi there of Smithere & Co 


warned that it “risks becoming 
a catastrophe'’. But Wall Street 
shrugged oft such fears. “In- 
vestors are ready to load bads 
up,” said Robert Froehlich, 
chief strategist at Scudder 
Kemper Investments. 

Microsoft, Lucent and MCI 


were among the bag price gam- 
ers. So was Amazon.com, the 
Internet bookstore: its shares 
soared 12 per cent in earfy 
trade after it said fourth-quar- 
ter sales quadrupled to almost 
$250m <G50mJ. with a million 
new customers signing up. 

The battle between Voda- 
fone and Bell Atlantic for Air- 
Touch Communications 
sparked hopes of other tele- 
coms takeovers. The car in- 
dustry is another where the 
prospect of merger activity has 
boosted investor enthusiasm. 

fihar psin DaimlerChrvsIet VTC 
BMW Renault and Peugeot 
rose on the grounds that over- 
capacity and economies of 
scale in the single European 
market maict* a faH in the num- 
ber of car makers inevitable. 

London shrugged off the lat- 
est gloomy report on the econ- 


omy The survey of the services 
sector by the Chartered Insa- 
tute of Purchasing and S upply 
showed a decline in business for 
the second successive month. 
The index also showed a fall in 
employment in December for 
the first time since the survey 
was launched two years ago. 

The only sector to show any 

growth in new business was 
computing and information 
technology. Overall, one in four 
of companies surveyed said 
their workload had fallen in De- 
cemben Although the mood re- 
mained upbeat, with optimism 
improving for the third month 
running, the survey was weak- 
er ffran analysts had expected. 

Richard Dey at ABN Amro 
said: “This Trill keep up the 
pressure on the MPC to ignore 
the temptation to wait and see 
this month.” 



Percy accepts 
reprimand on 
Young affair 


KEITH PERCY, the former head 
of Morgan Grenfell Asset Man- 
agement warned yesterday 
that chief executives of City 
firms win have to appoint out- 
side lawyers to second guess 
their compliance departments 
after accepting an official rep- 
rimand for his fefiure to prevent 
serious irregularities in the 
management of two of the 
firm’s retail funds. 

The two funds -the Morgan 
Grenfell European Growth and 
Capital Growth mrit trusts -had 
to be bailed out to the tune of 
£40Om by MGAM*s parent 
Deutsche Bank, in-1996. 

Peter Ybung, who managed 
the funds, feces criminal 
charges, while five other senior 
MGAM managers have been 
suspended for periods of 16 
months to three years. 

As part of his settlement 
with Imro, the fend manage- 
ment watchdog, Mr Percy will 
pay £84^00 to cover investiga- 
tion costs and will contribute to 
the disqpimaiy costs, hi return, 
Imro has agreed to restore his 
registration with immediate ef- 
fect He will join the board of 
Sotidtd Generate Asset Man- 
agement alongside Nicola Hor- 
lick, his former MGAM 
colleague. 

Mr Percy said yesterday he 
had agreed to settle in order to 


sodated with a full tribunal 
hearing. Although his case had 
been due to be heard next week, 
Mr Percy had been told that a 
final ruling was unlikely before 


by Andrew Garfield 
financial Editor 

March. T have agreed to settle 
so I tan return immediately to 
the fimri managem ent industry, 

“If I had been offered a rep- 
rimand two years ago I would 
have been annoyed, but I prob- 
ably would have accepted it X 
was the chief executive with 
overall responsibility." 

Mr Percy said that wife hind- 
sight he accepted he should 
have questioned the findings of 
the internal investigation more 
strongly and established a par- 
allel investigation. ' 

He added: “The implication 
of this judgment is that only by 
calling in external legal advis- 
ers Trill a CEO be protected 
from the risk of censure by the 
regulator, even though they 
may be in no better position to 
identify fraudulent behavioui;" 

Mr Percy who was first 
alerted to problems in the two 
fends in April 1996, said that at 
the time he believed he was 
entitled to refyon the work of 
Morgan Grenfell's compliance 
department; at the time seen as 
a model for other City firms. 

A spokeswoman for Imro 
sai±“Y7e have recognised that 
(Mr Percy! was one step re- 
moved and had not been an ac- 
tive fond manager for two 
years, and that was why he got 
a reprimand and not a sus- 
pension, but he should recog- 
nise that with those warning 
bells it was like being run over 
fay a fire engine." 


Hewitt snubs buildin g societies’ plea 


THE GOVERNMENT yesterday 
turned down a call for changes 
to building society laws which 
have faded to protect seven so- 
cieties from hostile votes de- 
signed to force them to become 
banks. 

Patricia Hewitt, Economic 
Secretary to the Treasury, said 
theCtovenmKntwasqpposedto 

fhanging Hip U niMing 

Act in spite of protests that it al- 
lows just 50 individual members 
to forcea de-mutualisation vote 
at societies with millions of 
members. “What I think would 
be wrong would be to prevent 


by Andrew verity • 

members from coming forward 
at an with a conversion propos- 
al, because building societies be- 
long to the members and it is 
part of (he democratic ethos that 
they should be allowed a say” 
Ms Hewitt said. 

The rebuff is a blow to beads 
of buMng societies, seven of 
which may be forced to hold 
votes on de-mutualisation pro- 
posals by ApriL The proposals 
were lodged last week fay 
Michael Hardem, the eooeitric 
“carpetbagger in chief”, and 


Stephen Majors plumber from 
Lisburn, Co Antrim. 

On Radio 4's Today pro- 
gramme, Ms Hewitt said: “It is 
very instating for boflifingsoc^ 
eiy boards to have togo through 
this all the time but ft is part of 
the process. One could say (he 
same about takeover bids.” 

B unding societies complain 
that the roles are (fisngtiive to 
their business because a 5L5 
matron-strong society can be 
beM to ransom fayjust so mem- 
bers, arfrOQBpercstof fee vote. 
Shar eholder at a listed com- 
pany needlO per cent of voting 


shares to force a vote. Adrian 
Coles, director general of the 
Building Societies Association, 
said: Wfe will continue to point 
out that 50 individuals befog in 
a position to manipulate a 23 
million-strong society is too 

small a number” 

Chief executives of fee eight 
societies faring conversion pro- 
posals--Bradfc5d&BrD^ey&i- 
tamria, Yorkshire, Leeds & 
Holbeck, Skipton, Coventry, 
Chelsea and Partisan- held an 
unprecedented meeting yes- 
terday to ferasb out legal meth- 
ods of stopping carpett»ggera. 


White Bradford & Bingley 
will go ahead wife a vote in April, 
the other societies believe Mr 
Hardem’s proposals may be 
flawed in law. They are seeking 
a legal opinion which may allow 
the proposals to be struck out 
Mr Hardenf s resolutions rail 
on the societies’ boards “to take 
immediate steps to convert to 
pic status and distribute free 
shares to members”. This may 
dash wife a 1974 legal decision, 
ffmkmottu Woofekch, which 
stops members using resolu- 
tions to interfere wife the run- 
ning of a society. 


Allied 

Carpets 

ends 

merger 

talks 


By Nigel Cope 
A ssociate Qfy Editor 

ALLIED CARPETS, the strug- 
gling carpet retailer attempted 
to (hW a line under past prob- 
lems yesterday when it said it 
had ended discussions with 
potential buyers after failing to 
attract any formal offers. 

Allied had been approached 
by up to three potential bidders. 

including flflrppfright, Alchemy 
Partners, the venture capital 
group, and Beige, the company 
run by entrepreneur Luke 
Johnson. But offers feB short of 
hopes, so Allied has taken down 
its “for sale” sign. 

Although fee group's shares 
fell 7p to 4lp on fee news, Allied 
Carpe ts* management put a 
positive gloss on events. Julian 
Lee, chairman, said the ending 
of fee talks dosed a damaging 
period of uncertainty. 

He added that following the 
£12m sale of 29 Carpet/and 
stores to Caipetright, the com- 
pany could concentrate on im- 
proving the core business. A 
statement said this would focus 
on improving sales densities in 
existing stores, further cuts in 
a*eads and cash generation. 
Mr Lee said the rinoate in 
fee carpet sector was stfll dif- 
ficult “The market is as tough 
as every retailer is saying. 
There isn’t any consumer con- 
fidence. It is very much in fee 
hands of fee Monetary Policy 
Committee.*' 

Allied Carpets wQl speed up 
its search for a new finance 
director following the resigna- 
tion last year of David Pout, who 
quit after accounting problems. 
Allied has appointed a search, 
agency to seek a replacement 

In December it emerged 
that Allied Carpets had re- 
ceived an expression of inter- 
est at 67p per share from 
Carpetright, but Carpetrigbt 
dropped its interest having 
been told fay the Office of Pair 
Trading that its bid was hkefy 
to run into regulatory problems 

due to the scale of the combined 
companies' market shares. 

Carpets have been *mmwg 
fee harden hit of retail products 
as shoppers shy away from 
larger purchases. Shares in 
Caipetright have also fallen 
sharply, although it reported 

improved sates last month. 



BLUE chips enjoyed their second 
best gain with Footsie surging 
190.6 points to 6,148.8, only 30.2 
from the peak hit in July Last year 
Tfcading was often hectic, wife 
turnover approaching 15 bfllion 
shares, fee second most busy 
session fee stock market has 
experienced. Supporting shares 
also enjoyed their best sessions for 
weeks. Institutional buying was 
behind the surge. Many fund 
managers, sidelined recently, 
derided it was time to chase 
equities. Derek Pain, page 19 


AROUND THE WORLD’S MARKETS 


pd^NEW YORK 

0 TOKYO 

HONG KONG 

WALL STREET reached a new 
record, rising 160 points to 9,471 
by midday driven up by heavy 
demand for blue chips and opti-' 
mism in European market* as 
well as prospects of further 
megamergers. Rising consumer 
confidence and record new home 
sales boosted sentiment 

Merger candidate AirTboch 
gained a farther $4375 to $79,375 
and Bell Atlantic rose $L32 to 
$177.82. The Nasdaq also hit 
fresh highs, led up by Intel, Cisco 
Systems and Microsoft 

SHARE PRICES in Tokyo rose for 
the first time in 1999 after fee 
yen’s recent rise levelled out and 
bond prices also stabilised. The 
Nikkei ended the (fay 235.72 points 
or L78 per cent higher at 13,468.46. 

Motor stocks continued to 
cHmh Honda gained 150 to 3,660 
yen and Nissan 22 to 356 yen as 
speculation concerning takeovers 
continued although both 
fftrwpanies denied involvement. 

Rank stocks also recovered, but 
blue chips eased, reflecting selling 
by foreign investors. 

THE HANG SENG INDEX closed 
342.74 higher at 10,23&80, a gain 
of 3.5 per cent, as hopes of a 
farther cut in interest rates rose 
and shares rallied in Tokyo. 

Fbreigu investors were said to 
be buying interestrsensitive 
stocks, including banks and 
property groups. Telecoms and 
trading stocks also firmed but 
the overall mood remained 
cautions. At Nomura Kevin Chan 
expects more companies to 
freeze or cut salaries next 
month. 


flSjrBAfflcruBT 

THE EXTRAORDINARY optimism 
generated by the success of the 
euro’s launch continued to drive 
shares higher The blue-chip Xetra 
DAX dosed more than 3 per cent 

up at 5,44250. its highest level 
since 21 August 
Demand for telecoms and car 
stocks was strong. Deutsche *Me- 
com shares gained 6 per cent and 
Mannesmann touched 124.79 euros 
before closing 15 per cent up at 
1185. DaimterChrysler rose 6.6 per 
cent and BMW 55 per cent on 
merger hopes. 
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Why the hiccup could help cut rates 
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ARE interest rates muck too 
high? TheTUC thinks so. filing for 
a I per cent cut from the Monetary 

Fblky Co mmittee today and another 
1 per cent by the summer. Most of 
industry would go along with t his . 
The economy is slowing rapidly, 
there are no inflationary dangers on 
the horizon, and the pound is still too 
high for comfort. 

What’s more, the euro-friendly 
policies of our Labour Government 
point towards much lower interest 
w , rates too. Euro interest rates are 
t$4only half the level of UK rates and 
If Ekety to be cut farther soon because 
of ominous signs that the big con- 
tinental economies are slowing 
again. Reducing the differen tial 
between UK and euro rates, along 
with die need to get the pound to a 
more comfortable level, is a key part 
ofpreparing the British economy for 
joining the single currency. 

So it would seem to make sense 
to adopt a new inflation target 
based on the harmonised index of 
consumer prices (pleasingly known 
in the Cilyas “the hiccup"). Not only 
would this symbolise Britain’s ho- 
nourable intentions towards the 
euro, it would also allow more room 
for interest-rate cuts without risk- 
ing the inflation target 



Outlook 


As things stand, the poficy frame- 
work wouldn't allow a rapid con- 
vergence of short-term interest 
rates with Euroland, even though 
economic conditions could scarce- 
ly be more conducive to it than they 
are now. The straitjacket of the Gov- 
ernment's inflation target, as de- 
fined by the retail price index, 
makes any such leap impossible. 
How even if the target is redefined 
using the hiccup, then it becomes 
much easier. 

The UK's “harmonised" inflation 
rate is only 1.4 per cent, well below 
the 2 per cent ceiling adopted by the 
European Central Bank as equiva- 
lent to price stability. A switch from 
a 23 per cent RPDC target to a 2 per 


cent large! for the harmonised 
index would obviously allow for a 
quite significant loosening of policy. 

Politically, that is bound to be 
seen as something of a dimbdown 
for the ChanceUoi; tantamount to ad- 
mitting that he has allowed the 
newty independent Bank erf England 
to be too tough on the economy to 
date. He's therefore going to think 
long and hard before going this 
route. On the other hand, Wim 
Dinsenbeeg and his ECB colleagues 

can hanfly be seen as the sort of peo- 
ple who play fast and loose with in- 
flation. If the Government is going 
to do it at all, now's the time. 

Imro/Keith Percy 

KEITH PERCY used to be one of the 
stars of the investment manage- 
ment scene. Under his watch, Mor- 
gan Grenfell Asset Management 
became one of the largest and best- 
performing money managers in 
the City, attracting tens of billions 
of pounds in new funds. Then along 
came Peter Young and destroyed Mr 
Percy's career, as well as pro- 
foundly damaging his company. 

Pew people in the City feel any- 
thing but sympathy for what hap- 


pened to Mr Percy. “There but for 
the grace of God go L" many said 
privately. Mr Percy had faith in Mr 
Young, and he trusted the proce- 
dures he had established to ensure 
compliance. He was mistaken on 
both counts. But neither Mr Percy’s 
undoubted talents nor any sympa- 
thy we might feel for the blameless 
stepper absolve him from respon- 
sibility for what happened. 

Mr Percy makes some good 
points in the statement he released 
after accepting Imro's official rep- 
rimand. Chief among these is that 
but for the fed that he is a relatively 
rich man. able to afford the legal 
costs of fighting the regulators, he 
would be feeing much tougher dis- 
ciplinary action - including a fine 
and prolonged ban. This is plain]}’ 
unfair on those unable to fight their 
comer, as some of his more heavi- 
ly punished colleagues were. As it 
is, he has had to bear some of 
Imro's disciplinary costs. 

But Mr Percy surety protests too 
much about the oppressive powers 
of financial regulators and the 
blamelessness of his position. Cu- 
riously, many commentators have 
come to accept what he says, for- 
getting that the proper function of 
regulation is not to safeguard the 


rights of practitioners but to protect 
the interests of investors. 

Let’s just remind ourselves of the 
fads of this case. The Peter Young 
affair cost MGAMFs parent compa- 
ny, Deutsche Bank, more than 
£400m. Were it not for the largess 
of the German parent, investors in 
Mr Young's trusts would have suf- 
fered catastrophic loss. 

The most important part of a fimd 
manager's job, it might reasonably 
be thought, is to ensure that his 
clients' money does not go walka- 
bouL This Mr Percy obviously failed 
to do. Worse, he foiled to show 
adequate cognisance of the warn- 
ings he received of Mr Young’s un- 
toward behaviour, preferring 
instead to delegate responsibility to 
his compliance department. 

Mr Percy offers plenty of excus- 
es for this and many of them are 
good ones. On the other hand, you 
do not allow the skipper whose 
ship goes down with all hands to sale 
again, do you, even if he was not di- 
rectly responsible for foiling ade- 
quately to batten down the hatches. 
Mr Percy has fought a good cam- 
paign and everyone wishes him 
wen in his new job at SG Asset Man- 
agement, but it is not in the best in- 
terests of the City to allow 


negligence of this sort to be swept 
under the carpet 

LucasVarity 

THERE ARE more ways than one to 
skin a cat Having foiled to get 
shareholder approval to relocate Lu- 
casVarity from Birmingham to Buf- 
falo, New York, Victor Rice, its chief 
executive, seems intent on achiev- 
ing his goal of a New Ybrk listing by 
other means. 

The preliminary merger discus- 
sions that LucasVarity’s chief ex- 
ecutive has entered into with a 
variety of rival US car components 
groups, led by TRW, look designed 
to achieve the same end. 

Who would bet against Mr Rice 
getting his way? As even a strong- 
minded chairman like Ed Wallis dis- 
covered, when Mr Rice puts his 
shoulder to the wheel, there is lit- 
tle option but to push with him, jump 
out of the wsjy or risk being flattened. 

The arguments advanced in 
favour of securing a US-listing -that 
it would improve Lucas Yarity’s 
stock market rating and give it eas- 
ier access to capital - always looked 
a little tenuous. There is no short- 
age of US appetite for LucasVarity 


stock right now and as the French 
car parts maker Valeo has shown, 
a New York listing is not a prereq- 
uisite for a top-notch rating. 

Still, Mr Rice obviously feels 
more at home on the other side of 
the pond, and by hook or by (rook, 
he seems determined to have his 
company based there. Unfortu- 
nately it is not dear that the merg- 
er plan has any more to commend 
it than the straight switch of domi- 
cile approach. Whereas the “merg- 
er" angrily and Lucas in I997never 
pretended to be anything other 
than a US takeover of a once great 
but feded British engineering name, 
on this occasion the boot will be on 
the other foot 

Bar none, the suitors Mr Rice is 
talking to are bigger than he is, 
which means he risks negotiating 
from a position of weakness. Hiere 
is talk that LucasVarity may stitch 
up a series of alliances with sever- 
al partners. But if further cost-cut- 
ting in an increasingly competitive 
world is the real name of Mr Rice’s 
game, then the cleanest deal is a 
straightforward takeover: The dan- 
ger is that in his desperation to cut 
one and with it his move back to Buf- 
falo, he will allow his shareholders 
to be disadvantaged. 
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News Analysis: In a fundamental shift in buying power, the bargain-hunting consumer now holds the whip hand 

Shoppers put 
the squeeze on 
the high street 


NEXT, the fashion retailer, 
appeared to buck the trend of 
high-street gloom yesterday 
when it issued an upbeat 
Christmas trading statement 
and said its end-of-season sale 
had been “satisfactory”. News 
that its retail sales in the 21 
: weeks to 24 December were 
13.5 per cent higher than last 
i yearfrom 11 per cent more seO- 
j ing space pushed the shares up 
• 10 per cent 

But most retail analysts still 
expect the overwhelming ma- 
jority of major store groups to 
issue disappointing sales up- 
dates in the next few weeks. 
‘ “We expect Next to be the ex- 
ception,” said Nick Bubb, retail 
analyst at SG Securities. 

- What is going on here? Is it 
( ref&i sufficient to blame shriv- 
1 eJRg consumer confidence 
and rising fear of redu n d an cy 
for the high street’s woes? Or 
- are there more fundamental, 
structural issues at work? 

There is no doubt that 
Britain’s retailers are strug- 
gling. Although Next's sales 
rise looks encouraging, it was 
achieved against weak figures 
last year followed by a profits 


BY NIGEL COPE 
Associate City Editor 

warning in March. And else- 
where in the sector yesterday 
the news was not so good. Al- 
lied Carpets ended discussions 
with potential bidders because 
offers were too low, while the 
British Retail Consortium’s 
Shop Price Index for December 
showed that prices on a range 
of most commonly bought 
goods were 0.6 per cent lower 
than this time last year. It said 
the second consecutive month 
of foiling prices represented the 
start of a deflationary trend. 

The “feel-bad” factor" is 
weighing against official fig- 
ures showing that Britain is rel- 
atively well compared to the 
start of the last recession. The 
savings ratio is higher; and 
weekly disposable income is 
still comfortably up year-on- 
yean Sales of certain items 
show that if the product or ser- 
vice is attractive, consumers 
wilt flock to it in droves. 

Figures this week from the 
mobile phone operators 
showed soaring subscriptions 
over Christmas. Leading play- 


ers such as Vodafone, Orange 
and One-2-One added an as- 
tonishing 2.5 million new cus- 
tomers in the final three 
months of the yean maqy in the 
form of Christmas gifts. Other 
new technology products are 
also doing well, such as digital 
cameras and wide screen dig- 
ital televisions. 

But wfiy is the rest of the 
high street in such .a parlous 
state? As with most crises, a 
combination of factors is at 
work. Apart from the obvious- 
weak consumer confidence - 
these include: a shift in pricing 
psychology; a change in buying 
trends towards services rather 
than consumer goods; lack of 
inspiration and innovation on 
the high street; over-suppty; and 
an increase in competition from 
Other channels such as wmil 
order and the Internet 

Take prices. After decades of 
shopping with an inflationary 
mindset consumers and shop- 
keepers are having to live with 
a new concept -that prices wffl 

not necessarily go up, and that 
thqy might even come down. 
This has the effect of deferring 
some purchases, particularly 



big ticket items such as furni- 
ture and carpets. 

“No one wants to pay full 
price anymore," says Mr Bubb 
of SG Securities. “The media 
coverage of rip-offs, whether it 
is right or wrong, has got 
through to consumers. Wfe have 
all become much more bargain 
conscious.” Paul Edwards. 
managing director of the Hen- 
ley Centre, the forecasting 
group, agrees. “People aren’t 
stupid. If it is anything big, 
they buy it in January.” 

The shift has been under- 
lined by the trend this Christ- 
mas to give vouchers as 
presents so that the spending 


power goes farther in the sales. 

Mr Edwards adds that this 
shift in pricing psychology has 
moved pricing power from the 
retailer to the consumer; who 
now has the whip hand. 

A more gradual but funda- 
mental problem for the high 
street is the shift from con- 
sumer goods towards services. 
Although yesterday's purchas- 
ing managers' index showed a 
dip in activity in the services 
sector the annual study of fam- 
ily expenditure undertaken by 
the Office for National Statistics 
shows an underlying trend 
towards higher spending on 
services. 


In 1991 leisure services ac- 
counted for 9 per cent of house- 
hold expenditure. Last year 
that had risen to 12 per cent. In 
the same period the proportion 
spent on clothing and footwear 
fell from 7 per cent to 6 per cent, 
while the share of spending on 
food, alcohol and housing also 
felL These figures move with 
glacial slowness, but there is no 
denying the trends. 

A lack of inspiration on the 
high street is another problem. 
Aceoixfing to Nathan CockreO, 
retail analyst with BT 
AlexJ3rown, Britain's retailers 
must do more to inject an 
demeat of theatre and glitz into 


their stores. “Whenever I go to 
America I am struck by how 
many more exciting places to 
shop there are. They deliver 
service and an experience few 
matrh in this country. 

“The problem is that when 
times get tough, companies 
tend to get more conservative 
which is going in the wrong di- 
rection. If you are going to 
tempt people to come to your 
shop rather than spend money 
in a restaurant or cinema, you 
have to provide something ex- 
citing," says Mr CockrelL 

Over-supply and mi increase 
in competition are other diffi- 
culties. Britain is already 


Next chief executive 
David Jones can be 
happy with the clothes 
retailer's Christmas, bnt 
few other mqjor store 
groups are expecting a 
happy new year as 
consumer confidence 
ebbs and competition 
intensifies 

sidered “overshopped", but 
more retail developments come 
on stream, soon such as the 
massive Bluewater Park in 
Kent, which opens in March. 

As if all this were not 
enough, traditional retailers 
face tee prospect of more com- 
petition from maQ order and the 
Internet Arcadia, tee former 
Burton multiples division, dis- 
tributed 47 million mini-cata- 
logues last yean And the new 
M&S home furnishings cata- 
logue landed on doormats yes- 
terday. As Mr Cockrell states: 
“life for tee bricks and mortar 
retailers is going to get tougher 
and toughen" 
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Special winter rates across 85 hotels 
• Branded restaurants for all tastes 


Posthouse 


See vour travel acent or cal 


• Superior room options at many locations 
• Leisure clubs with swimming pools at most hotels 


0800 40 40 40 
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12720 13450 0 ® 0.00X525 
128® 136® 07a 0JXKS25 


HeruMM Grift 
M henna 
-Kan Grow* 
Oner* Ace 
UKSkriCUBAa: 


IK AffDttDdcACC 
UK Kaybwfcftc 
UKSoKroMC 
US Grows 


6093 437 4il 526 
67JM a 40 491 526 
0427 0.41 0.00X525 
ffi 01 001 610 526 
7797 001 &16 5® 
238® 3*® 3® 1® 528 

29850 31070 4® J® S26 

449® 475® 220 0.48 S3 

14940 157® 010 I 7DX 526 

388 70 41220 0® 0Q1 526 

11970 12770 2® 0® 5® 

S «® 5*7 SO 18® 876 52* 

281® 30030 9® 075 52B 

S2.I1 5523 1*0 IE SIS 

52® 5621 149 IE 526 

9001 56Z7 05! 155X526 

305® 322.70 1® 0® 5® 


.0500 440009 


Direct Un 
HS£ iiHVadw 


178® 178® 5® 21? 1® 


Omdnr ICl |R) ltd 


Ra. Bn 37K BrMMrid. 004 4B 


Iriptn: 0171 475 SS32, Dates 9171 475 7354 


Werwuana Ace 


Japan SmanCas 
LteftiMca 
umoid 
Ftofc 

(KSuteCo* 


AmriSmeftrCcti 
AnriaroCrisAcc 
Bead he Ace 
Baritone 
EripnftWtoi 
Ena" PrrratnWVx 
E*ooaota 
EromSowOSo 
tanSMeSXsAtc 
aVMd 
I carradKc 

Sow Eon Ace 
GtoEowy 


Bricbw tad Uteri 


11 Brata* Stotttad, UbM. £15 48J 


HatoOeric 010)5224000 


OriHeedlnrits 


witorterhc 

Caa 

caaAec 

tone 

toniBuHm 


10350 UD£ 0 -D)D fifiaxo® 
(®10 10010 a® E 50X000 
13900 139® ora 6® ora 
762 W 813® 10 4Q 3® 425 
®29 91® 1 12 3® fi 2 


500 

FfflrixS 

Ceaerri 


Trusw 


saw waaa moo i«7 4® 

13® 131® 2® 125 s ® 

*W® isn 90 9140 1.19 S2S 

°-* 1 648X525 
320 ® 342.70 6® 135X426 


023® ton 
KShttmartw 
Capu 
Can AX 

ftsc i® 

Snriet CDs Acc 
SmaOwCraiK 


iH 


125® IE® 3® 1 *5 0® 

103*0 10*10 are i.r* o® 

2® 10 Z35D 440 1 14 $25 

ree.TD 222® 4.40 1.14 525 

15470 164® 3® 130X5® 

Kfl 7033 0® 2.79 525 

54® 57® 0® 179 5® 


Ane«3 
American 4nwB 
Japan Ace 

Jam no 

WathnM 


saw 3a® 440 aatas® 

203 SO 21540 2® 0® 5® 
100® 010 0® £26 
94.17 9521 0® 0® 5® 
251® 2® 70 130 0 KB 525 


H® Utah Ace 


AatemceAee 


0870 mni7 

245 74 ®1.42 462 0® 5® 
25* JI 27054 -065 0® 550 
143.4S 14871 -006 5.97 175 

11954 12193 -0 05 597 325 

1*757 157 M 1 26 0 93 550 

150® 13033 130 090 5® 

<2333 45035 5® 000 5® 

203 75 £1875 -1® 0® 5® 

21626 230® -19* OW5 550 

144® 15212 -0.18 5 18 550 

557 34 588 7E 4)69 5.16 5® 

Iffi® 1HL35 44)0 100 5® 

181® 171® 302 l ffi 5® 

223® 237 90 7.70 3ffl S® 

006.07 85748 2773 3® 5® 

275 65 292.61 -021 000 UO 

27871 285 Si 4122 ODD £50 

138® <4744 4)22 0® 5® 

’?S ’J 81 * 4,22 000 55 « 

fii« 64 m a»i aoa 4® 

60.12 62 95 0 91 ODD 4® 

107® 107® 041 4 9$ a® 

19754 209 77 1 41 000 5® 
242.® 258.12 1 73 0® 5® 
3517 3EB2 054 304 4 00 
51 78 5421 080 3 04 4 00 


110424 11X27 -0« 6® 4® 

156.10 18554 -00? 8® 4® 

IE® 1*1 0? 105 IS? 550 

187.17 1W.11 1 47 IQ? 5® 

178.78 [85 10 3-3* 0® 4® 

16627 17E 18 318 0® 4® 


2373® 2485.73 82® DID 400 
9ga 103921 3451 0 70 4® 
47025 47BM 11® 2)0 OW 
901 12 905*4 2090 2® 000 
®7® 95007 16-28 1.18 *® 

««® 4®E 7ffl 118 4.® 

718-07 12183 0® CUJ1 4® 

1*1.42 148 ® 0® 0® 4® 


8820 DiS £87 6® 

W® 4)04 S61X8® 
66 M -o® 55M8W 

bi.13 i® 2® era 


SlKtqB 
Hgfe home he 56 15 
MmanOtone 5413 
UpdMUtaM 5263 

MnagtriOroMii 5324 


593X030 

56 io -o® s-aotia 

a® 0® 5® 5 25 
5656 Ml 8® 525 


Bmfcp Bokri tontnore Fwds 


Ml 


E15( 


ono 731 2443 


Otater 


131® 1X150 1.40 314X0® 
17970 191 re 2® 13? £25 
80.64 71 17 -0® 611X325 
109® 11270 0® 4 04 33S 

tonanwa uxoa i*s® a® 4JH 3a 


Grovtotadi. 

GnOibeAse 
Grift&KIt 
UK Grown 
UK&pwntoc 


1376® 1410® 2800 124 £25 
606® 644® 12® 13* 525 
508.40 640® fl® 123 $23 
806 0D 64070 13® 125 523 


(toft Fandi - tanas 

(amuemaa 320® 33870 3S0 OX 52S 
EmveanGMrier *270 373® 4® OX SX 
feEabnGnws 9E<? 105® z® <L«KiS 
FarfiSGWhte 16b 10 180 70 5® 0® 5® 



ffi 36870 t® 5® 5® 
16$ 50 175.40 0® 0® 6® 
143.10 15320 ZX 0® 5® 
132® 14140 4.10 3® 5® 
7®® 75240 74® 840 5® 
477® 511.40 1.® 050X500 
19310 2fc.» 4.10 0.50 52S 
88® 8*8* 4)27 4® £00 
233® 247.70 4® 000X3® 
SOOT ®.!0 0® 6.00X0® 

fir® mm -a io o® 5® 

9638 IE® 0® 0® 5® 
4587 *946 121 0® 525 


toiSnteCw 16) 
JtoSmCuA 244® (HU) 
KariAiw 756 00 ()W) 

EmgrgtaBWvAAcc 7784 0x0 

tam USB to 7872 (HU) 

gntei 1U5DM 

ftwea 0067 (Uxf) 

GkxdHtwyAto 102® Mil 
Ghtri Equaj A 

GhWEtoBAce IDZSOSE) 
GUMEtaBkh 102®M 
Ulo American »5ioSf 

(toBOedftmOi 110® 115® 

PacflcA £9®, 

suar^aA ®re 

TtoWA 13040 

IKbn* a?® 

IKFMiHA < 27® 

UKQFMl 414® 

WSnteGos ?7i® 



IqUMJatMbl 

aura 


MHMh 
ttaanwA 
Baa Anericai 


SoteCK 


tatoSh 


mOflavTsB 

UKridwtono 


to® Ltd 

ffi* 8143 0 43 1.19 5® 

'8610 174.84 £27 124 5® 

225.41 23727 3® 1® £00 

18689 IDE S3 1*5 381 £00 

160.11 15SJ7) 287 I® 5® 

223® 335.71 4.79 123 5® 

205.® 216® 5(8 211 5® 

081 7327 0 44 227X5® 

9203 «J7 1.76 2re 500 
249 01 28296 4 40 1S5 £.® 
78.91 ffi® 122 137 5® 


Exetortod HaufareUd 

CWGmr 171.45 1B1J1 3* 0® 5® 

*43 38.65 0® 6® 5® 

9652 10121 -0X8 ? 44 4® 

6X79 67® 007 0® UO 

£023 6326 0.10 668 5J» 

i®44 un** oat a® on 

tacffiMS 1890 20 ® 0*5 0® 6® 

Wtei WlW BtOi® MS nsi 121 000 5® 

tom (tone 55 78 57® o.i? 8® 5® 


EqrflfKme 
FnEdMna 
FuMBritte 
H*j< reome 


American Ace 
Anwtsnhc 
American Enero 
Ettxcb Grown 
EDON hteneMa 
CapWOriMti 

Emootafl ' 

En 




121 31855 3® 0® 526 

30121 31055 3JB OOO 53 

M9* 22732 437 03BXS2S 

ffi® 853? 317 13? 525 

181.73 191 a 1*7 044 525 


EanYhh 
GkXriSond 

oraito 
aosaiunn 
CddBMFh* 
Fi® tone 
FI® mean to 
Hwxi Xotq 
hanManriGwii 


(tonrwte 

Matetrusthc 
Ftoe&owh 
Pracdea h* 
ftaoxterAce 
IK mow 
UK ante Cos 
UHtoSheto 


33 16 3547 0S3 600 525 
24661 Klin £67 OK 525 
417.08 44334 1031 0® 52. 
2732 a® 402 815 3ffi 
357 30® 4X19 *37X 18? 

I»D7 2®i1 333 082 525 
21*89 29483 98$ 1JMX525 
51® 5544 034 0® $25 

49® 5281 1® 301 S2S 
49® 5281 1.49 X01 925 
117.47 125 92 271 243 525 
141*0 146® 3.17 ai? 525 
140® 15606 4137 000 5a 
125-70 IX® 410 1 73 400 
123*5 128 59 4 03 1J3 4® 
13852 14616 2.76 126 0® 
15219 182.77 078 236 83 
388® 410® 1® 286 52 
25X25 25452 781 2.70 aOO 
22950 245*5 -J79 IE 525 
22800 743 45 8® 2i» 525 


Aroma Growti 

AawSnSCcsAec 

Eonceari Grows 

Earjro Gnreir Act 

Eapn50teCai 

FrwJi Bums 

fttotoawSAcc 

G08FWW 

GUrngmto 

Gabffiteow 

Ho* mam tit 
MrinoSOfejfW 
UKhaane & Grin 


MMi 
MGroraito 
Ja®n &pwh 
JanGnwiito 
JapaiSmteOt; 


Haaaoedto 


iKOratoonete: 228® 24145 a® 234 62 


S^oMo^StSifm 

MGMSOAhc MS.06 ” 
FtnhG-nOAta 29323 
tmv*3M3MK 


Amman Ace 

FataafifOdAto 

FartjaGfDCtAIQC 

toXtoClA 

JaconGrow OB 

WttnerGBOAto 

WiAirwGHaAhe 


26022 
248® 

mm 

BUS 

78041 

_ - 83084 

PCEouftQwnOA 11372 
WDtoiaAAX 2S® 
UKDmtdCMtK 22306 (1®) 


11® 032 5® 
970 052X 5.00 
£U^ima 734 0 45 5® 

2«n«m 2.i7 oAsxun 

194 ra 205 75 246 CUO 5® 
19772 309-73 2® 0® 5.00 
-021 02B 5.00 
-020 03® 5® 
-099 014 5® 
4X99 0® 4® 
5® 0® $00 
487 080 5® 
129 0® 500 
030 I.® Sl® 
02 133XS® 



Brit Bmiw ltd 

1*70 


. IK® 0® 401 0® 

lore ffi 1092® 10® 000X600 
119® 13® -020 5® 350 
Mlffi Mb. 40 -010 S30 350 
182J0 171 JO -050 4*2 600 
5SX10 001® 1340 0® 6® 
BU® B63® 1630 086 G® 
08Z.7D 94X®20J0 0« 0® 
20930 mm X® 2.74X600 
274® 293 ® 4.40 a® 6® 
8638 3216 0.64 0® 8JJ0 
564® 601® 10.10 0® 6® 
3*5 90 3fifl.50 990 03? 6® 
1*170 14370 3 ID 1® 000 


Ate fete 
too® 
BbriOtoAtt 
Catos Una 
ffitotata 

Bur mm 

to® he Ace 

fanpew Bond 

faSWItt 

fixnperiPonhio 

GtoK^to; 

aoBMgnkcte 

OBtateafti 

EttraYlGStAcC 

#&Cto 

ham Sri* 

McemferiBAcc 

swhoBo® 

fttodWa 

s wu mnt 

UXOnata 

IKORBM 

(KEntoMto 

UKBnaoGahc 

WffiraiCata 

IKfeBCDhe 

VMdllaM 


HtataTnffi 

KMS 47® 


■ton III 

*731 -33? 225 5a 


3*1 » 34631-15.13 015 UB 
347® 35039-1530 044 5® 
139® 14104-872 281 5® 
14434 148.10 4SR 2J2 5® 
15X56 18541-11 72 147 £38 
28393 281® -1844 050 5® 
110 TB 11034 148 4.10 X® 
113S 11381 XS7 3® £63 
214-15 210143138® 031 5® 
ail a® 144 £40 363 
U5Z-40 102® 4® 1® 3® 
164® 165® -556 0J9 5® 
174® 175® 4® 037 5® 
.6957 7U27 438 1® £® 
ia« 12*94 4® 4® sa 
17104 17479 -7® 337 5® 
ia® 1?620 -4 79 4.44 I® 
13231 1S7I -SJM 422 £63 
ira.76 1*8.76 -a® 325 150 
57847 5843140® US S® 
«T21 46537-2656 0 70 520 
asia jk®-® 7« m s» 

74408 240 57-26.41 2J0 £» 
592® 59832-32® 1 19 075 
31*94 32117-17.78 221 079 
IS® 10X93 333 (U$ i® 


nmamltodm 

briustf^a 


— WWb 

(tmudKSGBiAcc 57® 
0D®m*K8Grti 51® 
UK Peri Trap Ace 5157 
wnmh s® 


675i are o® are 

GO® 048 374 s® 
ffi® 0*5 £74 5® 
5654 0® 267 S75 
8.33 0.18 0® sa 


MtM Trust ■munsi i rt ua 

BMtaiRrt imSoiMJO 
aflonfe 


FTSEinindB 
FTSE2S0 hda 
bccnc 
Hsfcaww 
tohdw 
TUriffiMl 

aOnwr 

UAGnw*itoneto47® 
IK Gtorukow fee*7® 


1030 1.11 £® 
109® 115® 270 285 S3 
10040 10080 £3? 167X0® 
50® 50.78 081 2ffi 0® 
875 ® 894® 1910 3® 5® 
in® 124® 130 0® 525 
122® 128.10 1.10 327 BOO 
125® 13330 3.40 1.1SK5® 
lqiamiffiiooK® 116 sa 
" 70 132 445 52 
.70 \X 4.45 53 


FtoicnUens 
SEAsu Grows 
tKLOBhcm 
UK Grown 
UK huxzri 
UK fete Cos 


9670 10210 0® 0® Jffi 
20680 215® -Ore 0® 3® 
407® $09® 1290 B® X® 
50540 527® 13® 0® iffi 
7950 8294 12 030 £ ffi 
186® 173 ffi 5*0 018 ICO 
1®i0 107® 5.70 aiS 3 ffi 
30® 31® -010 661X10) 
6384 08T DOT 3 00 

a® Deo aa: 10a 

54-57 432 6® 3® 
77 72 1® 118X300 
69 56 182 215 300 
56® 43* 43® 3® 
91 30 148 OS 100 
9321 148 OS 3® 
2!« -005 COO 300 
2104 -005 aOO £00 
24 53 HE 000 100 
114® 11930 270 121 300 
130 00 1330 2® 121 3-00 

un® tot® a® 5 90 ora 

Iffi® 168 40 5 50 0 64 300 
18380 19200 4 ® 042 300 
116® 121® 210 427 X® 
9272 9884 2® 121 100 
Kara 525® 13® 320 300 
41 S *284 -158 237 100 


CasTl 
. a»aDr*5(n 
■ UctoAt 
; Emerunfl Uvtets 
Eempean Grown 
! Eap eSnute Cm 
I ErirA henna 
; Far cJSten Grib 
FatostaSwCos 
• ftcancthSacs 

i iSwdi 

Hqshcorne 


Japan 
JteAee 

I uaaoedEgriiv 
Ittoseowai 
l U/aagtdCxMcc 
UmagedFrivAcc 


67.13 
ffi 41 
5664 
74 59 
66 60 
5*32 
8791 
S3 74 
20.19 
20.19 
350 



16593 175® 27D 0.00 5® 

1®a 146 83 £21 000 5JM 

»0S IS 99 -009 7® 4® 

7X87 7821 4141 Offi 500 

?3<s 249 tt 367 122 500 

I75S4 105 78 4.48 OS 500 

16491 17451 4® 213 500 


Copras Bond 

Ector 


taTto toi D M. i l LM 

SQ-7^T ! 


taEasimn 

Ftodriftss 

FOririteTroscs 


&«»8» £ 

Mi 


Wl 

UKSoee SB 


„ 50 77 OS £94 0® 

aw 5! a -OS 6BX4 00 

12457 13251 151 0.32 1® 

«48 34397 5 68 D 10 500 

7»u» 301® X7D BOO XDO 

7831 SS 1J7 073 5a 

as* ios ojw sa 

W® 075 072 5a 
6083 1® 214 aa 
7171 IS 410 sa 
29381 31256 368 355X500 
59® 62 05 0 70 0.00 53 
1I7S 13 01 219 1.34X5 DC 
10® 74 78 1*9 027 ia 


3957 

SJM 

SS 

07® 


htotow 4159T 44252 6® 449 5® 
tanatehSa 55® 5891 OK 247 SOT 
toDO^McSBAce 59.7? S3 S3 OK 247 SOT 

2*m« &>wn as 5701 os 154 550 

tone A fete 101® 10774 2.79 1.J3SS0 

fete Cm 100 « DSC 0 76 1® 550 


EmriTWHitas 
Eatpe® Grows | 
GnwmMcc 
awapotoo 
tore Artoh 


. Etofti 
JJWSWft 
tohAmoorora 
PaoflcGrcifh 
UK fete 
tKhc&Gwk 
IKUcon 
IKhccmcAce 
UKMCtaflwp 
HWdMdi 


Mm ltd 

_H96 56J10 4)05 01)0 5® 
Z75OT 29080 430 02 52 
*93 9494 OK COT 53 
W® ffia 0* DOT X25 
ffiB B5S0 0® 11W53 
0501 100® OJS 301X5® 
' 2 * , ^ 00 ,J0 DW 
.£90 4)38 0® sa 

IffiW 79040 12* ooo 5® 
-Jffi 0.45 DOT 027 525 
f*L5D 631 80 15.50 1 34 5a 
640 ® 679® 17E 317 £25 
ffi?® 45240 BJ0 4 34 5® 
«!■“ *70.10 670 AM 525 
3^2 ia® no lid sa 
7037 ?*£5 02* 0® 1® 


Aastttssn 8 Geo 

AjsBhaiBCealec 

BhsOra 

Bhe CTugAcc 

Snflsbftcs 

BrUtJi OtK to 

fepHto 

Cram he 

Otov&Goi 

GonarAfecto 

Oopara Band 

DMoend 

TneriWlto 

Empeai 

EaPtota 

EripnDMdsnd 

Earon (Mdorito 

EwpiSroCas 

btofeiCosAce 

Ehra (ncami Acc 

Eantone 

Fiod Olftr T9 

Rm ri knrisito 

GBtftdHtR 

fS&Pnfcfeeto 
Grip AGfloea 
MAGBito 
HOtlYWQpflonaAcc 
HtfiYWOtearrtr 




heawto 
hoar Rate Ace 
hdntotehe 
ha ass® 
ks Grant) Acc 
k« tone to 
Ubam 

Japan 

Jm to 

Jsjsm Sate Co* 


Htregedtoto 


Fhcatav Acc 
fete Cos 


fete CDS Acc 
SSlEM Ash 


}K Eh® 

UK awry Acc 
UK Groat) 

UKGnwtita 


2®® 211 BO ZJO £17 500 
26310 27220 2.73 £17 500 
97® 9801 £14 121X0® 
SB® J1QS0 9® 321X0® 
K40 fiTOT ore £99 400 
254® 24770 2_® 299 5® 
MJ4® I5Z7® 3850 £17 5J0 
11S5M 122240 30® 217 5® 
3730 314 40 2® I® 5® 
445 ffi 470 re 4.10 IS 5ffi 
3110 31® -001 54CX0OT 
»00 58® l® 4® 500 
26890 284 70 6® 4® 500 
1057® 1118® 1570 0.74X100 
1360® 1*47 60 2D JO 0-4X5® 
124® 13210 i.jO 2® 5® 
IS.70 177® 1.40 £30 500 
0030 86 SO 1.48 0 00X 500 
81® S5® ISO OOtKaffi 

2096® 2?1 8 70 4260 500 5OT 
S®90 SB.7011® 5 ffi $.00 
8Z6M 07150 13 70 1 .25X500 
153130 173® 21® 1®XSOT 
7701 77.14 407 410 (WO 

262-23 262® -034 4.10 Offi 
34® 3630 0 40 0® 5OT 
44 10 0® 0® 500 
am 008 7SXOOT 
MB3 006 78?X DOT 
34® 000 156X0 00 
44® (10 42ZX5® 
1»SQ 23600 500 4SX50B 
5730 5263 153 £01 DOT 

52.10 5Z-J0 1.5? £01 000 
109 60 11$ 70 £50 060 5® 
198® JTJ730 4 BO 0® 5 DO 
24710 761® £40 3® SOT 
14150 151® 1® 3® 500 

34 70 28OT OOT 0® 5® 
2050 37® DOT DOT 5OT 
94.40 99-93 -DOT OOT 100 

85.10 10030 -0.60 OOT SOT 
J2M 3£*i a« 1/47 aoa 
37 OT 37® OSD 4X6X000 

1406 001441® 35® 2® 200 
SOT 59® 1® 2.86X500 
101® 107® 210 296X500 
ffi® OTTO DOT £13 500 
143® 15130 £70 213 500 
23130 24870 SOT 181 500 
322.40 340® 6-90 181 SOT 
S3H) 88® £30 196X500 
247.70 ST!® S® 195XSOT 
158250 1673-50 41 JO 1* 5 00 
1014.30 1918® 47® 148 5 30 


Sdrtac=r 13)25 12013 -037 213X0® 



re® *152 06? 0® 6® 
/Efe SC SB OS DOT 6® 
132 4‘ 140® OJ3 £» 600 
“15 “IS 081 $41 OOT 
5045 $045 a® 641 080 
T47T2 15651 386 181X6® 

i;ere ;ew 201 as? ebb 


!«<7 15389 44J ire 6® 
I97.CC 23957 $37 11? 8® 
TJES7 T98® 586 112 6W 
6020 feJK 1® 418 $00 
*567 4856 081 <18 600 
Iffiffl 1I1J3 812 675X4® 
*255 44952 IT® 159X680 
I5M5 160*1-0 67 39ZX0L® 
5120 5*85 037 OOT EDO 
2*61 a® -021 OOT $00 
3128* 337® £21 1.40X 8® 
30281 3215? 310 1 49X600 
10*18 1108? 127 Offi SOP 
IDaji 11575 182 D® 6® 


• BteteK«808737Tre 
l Aroer SmfcrCos 191 70 7C19G -l.lft Offi 5® 

TS2® 152® 080 6 88X0® 

*315 45® 0 78 06 5® 

ffi IB 05® 085 0® 5® 

?8b7 XSU 034 1 10 5® 

41290 J»30 7.® 0® 550 
«a: 10620 41® 000X5® 

■ *73 *7 ** 1 10 4 42 3® 

6984 7430 -0 10 0 00 5 50 

3811 CDS* -OK 0 4$ 5® 

*re» $00® 9® 060X550 
2920 3186 0 33 0 ® 5® 

62&10 629-20 1500 05»000 
5&T9 5679 002 6J6 000 
Ij^JO 18220 890 *20 5® 

27200 28940 1® 075 550 
128® 13800 -1 00 OOT 5® 

118*0 iKffi -0.10 0® S» 

37 93 35® 048 OOT 550 | Ssrote? 

3122 3J2T -02$ 213 5® 1S.SS1fe.hn 
02.47 32® 122 O75X0OT I “WOwda *nwn 
KOtrUd) OOT OOO 5® 

5I$® 540 10 12® 3005® 

arre ?am 770 a«i $® 

2-70 35S 049 QH 6M 
2-01 163 $50 
263OT 279*0 400 087 5® 

388® 9® £22X550 
!22« 13020 3® 030 5® 

440® 4772013® £47 $30 
67 28 71.68 0 60 0® 5® 

339 70 360*0 010 OOT 5® 


I860 TM70 ?-? PC-; iX 
8*020 »:.» oot t:« ico 
3096) S!9re 55G '• S3 SOT 
341 ST 363/0 54? 1 ?£ ;K 
17*640 1847 70 S3 EO lir SCO 
3531 20 3736® 5M3 TT f £C 
l?$» 133 $0 0® Up 5® 
IK® 136.70 Oil , ;/ 5M 
165 10 175 12 2TO DM 572 
165 10 175 IP :® Offi 5K 
76® SOOT -0*0 J*'? ;X 
6601 SlfiO 413 0 22 5» 
MOOT £1 ffi 553 375 523 


kiwrenai Ti«3to 35090 38040 6 50 0 75 5CE 


»« Hum -are or src 
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What if Japan pulls the 
plug on the US deficit? 


THERE HAS, far se^s^al years, 
been a recurring nightmare 
that has disturbed the finan- 
cial markets. It is th at , for 
some reason or other, Japan 
would stop financing the US 
current account deficit (and fay 
the same token, the fiscal 
deficit) and repatriate its 
funds. 

Up to now nothing like that 
has happened The US has 
been able to fund its current 
account deficit because other 
countries, in particular Japan, 
have been prepared to cany 
on investing in the States. In- 
flows on capital account have 
matched, or frequently ex- 
ceeded. the outflow on current 
account 

As a result the US has been 
transformed from being the 
world’s largest creditor nation 
to the world's largest debtor 
(see left-hand graph). How- 
ever; the inward flow of capi- 
tal postponed any day of 
reckoning; those of us who be- 
lieved that the current ac- 
count deficit would eventually 
result in a dollar collapse have 
so far been proved wrong. 

Meanwhile, the long US 
boom, now into its eighth year; 
has ended the other US deficit, 
the fiscal deficit Rising tax 
revenues and falling welfare 
payments have succeeded 
where Congress failed 

Or so it seemed. The fiscal 
outlook remains benign but 
the external deficit has sud- 
denly become a serious con- 
cern. One of the reasons for 
the sharp falls of the dollar in 
the last few days has appar- 
ently been a worry about the 
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America is now borrowing 
to pay the interest on its 
borrowings ... this is not 
a sustainable situation 


sustainability of the current 
account deficit 

Why does a problem that 
has been simmering for years 
suddenly blow up? There 
seem to be at least three rea- 
sons for this change of mood 
First, the sudden further de- 
terioration of the current ac- 
count last year as East Asian 
exports to the US soared and 
exports fell. Second, the 
launch of the euro. And third, 
the surge in bond yields in 
Japan. 

Last year the current ac- 
count deficit was running at an 
annual rate more than $200bn 
- we don't have final figures 
but the third quarter was a 
deficit of $61bn. That is very 
large, of course, but no worse 
as a percentage of GDP than 
it was in the late 1980s. There 
was, however a qualitative 
difference from the 1980s 
deficit Quite aside from the 
trade deficit there was, for the 
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first time, also a deficit on in- 
vestment income. The interest 
on all those debts was now 
being added to the principal 

In other words, America is 
now borrowing to pay the in- 
terest on its borrowings. You 
do not need a degree in in- 
ternational economics to ap- 
preciate that this is not a 
sustainable situation. Yester- 
day Goldman Sachs drew at- 
tention to this phenomenon, 
and used that word “unsus- 
tainable" - which is interest- 
ing, because up to now US 
commentators have tended 
to be relatively relaxed about 
the mounting US indebted- 
ness. They have seen the in- 
flow of capital as a statement 
of faith in US competitiveness 
and stability (which of course 
it is), rather than a reflection 
that Americans live above 
their means. 

The second new event is the 
euro. In theory the euro ought 
not to mate much difference 
to international investment 
patterns, for it is only the 
amalgam of the various 
European currencies. Anyone 
investing in it now could have 
achieved much the same effect 
by investing in marks, francs, 
lire and so on in the appro- 
priate proportions. 

But in practice the euro 
does change things, because 
it creates a simple practical al- 
ternative to the dollar. Any 
non-US, non- European in- 
vestor has another place to 
pop funds, backed fay the out- 
put of an economy of more or 
less similar size to the States. 
And “Euroland” has a current 
account surplus too. 

So expect some dollar 
weakness and some euro 
strength in the months ahead 
as portfolio managers gradu- 
ally rebalance their portfolios. 

Third, there is Japan. The 
Japanese, as noted above, 
have been the principal in- 
vestors in the US and partic- 
ularly in US Treasury 
securities. One of the forces 
propelling Japanese money 
is that it would earn a much 
higher return in the US than 
it could in Japan. Ludicrously 
low Japanese interest rates 
were the culprit In the last six 
weeks, while short-term 


money market rates have re- 
mained very low, there has 
been a doubling of the yield 
available on Japanese gov- 
ernment bonds - a rise from 
below l per cent to nearty2 per 
cent (see right-hand graph). 

To Americans and Britons, 
2 per cent may not sound very 
much, but since deflation has 
a firm grip, the real yield is per- 
haps 3J> per cent, which is ac- 
tually higher than the real 
yield of either US or UK 
securities - or euro ones for 
that matter. 

Add to this the need for 
Japanese financial institutions 
to seQ liquid assets to repair 
their balance sheets after the 
devastation of bad debts, and 
suddenly there is a practical 
case for repatriating funds 
from America. 

We are still some way from 
the doomsday scenario, where 
a withdrawal of Japanese 
fends leads to a collapse in US 
financial markets. Neverthe- 
less it was significant that 
earlier this week, Eisuke 
Sakakibara, the Japanese 
Ministry of Finance official 
known as “Mr Yen”, said that 
the US economy was “fairly 
bubble-like”. That does not 
quite constitute an instruction 
for Japanese holders of US se- 
curities to sefl, but it does in- 
dicate a rising concern in 
Japan at the durability of the 
long US boom. 

There are a couple of rules 
that anyone trying to explain 
the movements of financial 
markets need to follow. One is 
that it is always very difficult 
to get the timing right -in fact 
you know you will get the tim- 
ing wrong - so that even when 
something is inevitable you 
may have to wait years for it 
to happen. The other is that 
momentum is an immensely 
powerful force in markets, so 
that they tend to overshoot. 

Put these two together and 
apply it to the Japan/US 
finandal imbalance which has 
continued now for more than 
15 years and what do you say? 
Simply that we may be moving 
at last into the end-game for 
the US current account deficit 
and that Japan will play the 
key role in the correction to 
coma 
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Victor Rice, chief executive, wants a North American focus Fergus WUkieiFT Pictures 

Lucas Varity seeks US 
alliance or merger 


LUCASVARJTV. the Anglo-Amer- 
ican car components and aero- 
space group, is in talks with half 
a dozen US automotive suppli- 
ers about strategic alliances or 
even full-blown mergers. 

The company, which failed 
last year in an attempt to move 
its stock market listing and 
headquarters to the US, con- 
firmed yesterday that “prelim- 
inary discussions” were taking 
place with a number of 
companies. 

Lucas Varity aims to an- 
nounce the results of the 
strategic review alongside its 
full-year results on 25 March, 
but it cautioned yesterday that 
there was was no certainty that 
any of its discussions would re- 
sult in a definitive agreement 

Most attention has focused 
on a possible link-up between 
Lucas Varity and TRW, the 


By Michael Harrison 

Cleveland-based car compo- 
nents and defence contractor. 
TRW makes airbags, seat belts, 
suspension components and 
steering systems, and its auto- 
motive division bas annual 
sales of $7bn. 

But industry sources said dis- 
cussions were taking place with 
at least five other US companies, 
led by Federal Mogul, which 
took over the British car parts 
group T&N last year Ttenneoo. 
Dana and Borg Warner 

LucasVarity is also thought 
to be examining the possibility 
of deals with Visteon and 
Delphi, the car components 
arms respectively of Ford and 
General Motors, both of which 
are due to be spun off as sepa- 
rate companies this year 

Following the defeat of his 


plans to relocate to the US, 
Victor Rice, chief executive, 
has redoubled his efforts to re- 
focus LucasVarity on the North 
American market 

Mr Rice argues that a New 
York quotation would improve 
the rating of LucasVarity shares 
and mate it easier for the group 
to raise capital and finance ex- 
pansion by issuing new shares. 
LucasVarity’s strategy is to ex- 
pand its presence in vehide dy- 
namics, which embraces 
h rates, chassis, sus pensi on and 
steering. About half its £3.4bn of 
automotive sales comes from 
braking systems. 

At one time LucasVarity's 
aerospace division was a con- 
tender for disposal but Mr Rice 
is on record as saying: “The 
more I look at our aerospace 
business, the more I like it” 
Outlook, page 15 


IN BRIEF 


Albright issues 
profits warning 

ALBRIGHT & WILSON, the 
chemicals company, issued a 
profits warning following 
tougher-than -expected 
competition in the European 
phosphates market The 
company said it would cut 
more than 50 jobs from its 
UK operation, which employs 
2,000 people. FUll-year profits 
would be hit by a slowdown 
in the market for surfactants, 
the strong pound and the 
Asian crisis, Albright said. 

Houses stiU safe 

THE HOUSING sector is still 
in fairly good shape despite 
recessionary gloom, and re- 
sults from Alfred McAlpine, 
the housebuilding group, will 
be in line with expectations 
after “a further year of signif- 
icant and sustained 
progress”, said Oliver White- 
head, the chief executive, 
yesterday. 

Earnings per share have 
been enhanced after buying 
back 7 per cent of the group's 
shares last autumn. The 
shares rose 7.5p to 15&5p. 

Jet firm takes off 

COMPANIES that want to 
boost their corporate image 
with a private jet but cannot 
afford the cost of buying one 
are to be offered the chance 
to lease one nnripr an 
innovative new scheme. 
Corporate Aircraft Leasing 
Ltd, a joint venture of Capital 
Bank and Guernsey-based 
aviation group Exxtor, is to 
offer operating leases to the 
private business market 

CALL plans to buy at least 
50 aircraft worth $5 00m 
(£S5Qm) over the next four 


Vodafone and AirTouch bosses meet 


SENIOR VODAFONE executives 
are scheduled to meet coun- 
terparts from AirTbuch today 
for their first face-to-face en- 
counter since the UK mobile 
phone giant proposed a $55hn 
(£33m) takeover of its US rival 
writes Peter Thai Larsen. 

The meeting will take place 
amid rampant speculation that 
Bell Atlantic, the acquisitive 
Baby Beilis poised to raise its 
offer for AiiTbuch. Bell Atlantic 
has reportedly tabled a bid 
valuing AirTouch, the world’s 
largest mobile phone group, at 


$45bn. But this was beaten by 
an all-share offer from Vodafone 
believed to value the company 
at more than $90 a share. 

Ken Hydon, Vodafone 
finance director; is understood 
to have flown to the US last 
night with a team from Gold- 


Name Turnover (£) 

B u nX i e I n i Bi t n MB tt (H 101 S2m (91.31m) 
flmeaaf Mnotfoof (I) 32.579m (28.925m) 
MM ttxfflo Co. (F) 20fl£m (231.7m) 

(F) - Hnal 0)- Utahn 


man S achs , the group's finan- 
cial advisers. Chris Gent the 
chief executive, is thought to be 
following the negotiations from 
New Zealand where he is at- 
tending a board meeting. 

Shares in AirTbuch jumped 
a further $2^0 to $79.75 in earty 

COMPANY RESULTS 

Pre-tax (£) EPS 


trading yesterday. In London. 
Vodafone dipped 21.5p to l,089p 
although other telecoms stocks, 
including Cable & Wireless and 
Orange, posted strong gains. 

Analysts believe that other 
US telecoms groups could 
enter the bidding. 
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Footsie breaks 
into stampede 


FOOTSIE SCORED its second- 
highest one-day gain in the 
second-busiest trading ses- 
sion on record With institu- 
tional investors, domestic and 
foreign, chasing shares with 
what appeared to be a grim 
determination, the blue chip 
index burst through the 6, 100 
barrier, soaring 190.6 points to 
6,148.8. It is now just 30.2 
below the peak achieved in 
July last year. 

'Hie new year stampede 
was fuelled in part by New 
York’s strength, with the Dow 
Jones Average hitting a high 
during London trading. Other 
world markets were in form, 
with the successful launch of 
the euro one of the factors be- 
hind their progress. 

Turnover nudged 1.5 billion 
shares. It was swollen to- 
wards the dose when, in what 
appeared to be a bought deal, 
258.76 million Telewest Com- 
munication shares went 
through at 175.25p. 

Suddenly it seemed that in- 
stitutions, sidelined last 
month by the festive season 
and the run-up to the euro. 


A LEISURE merger is in 
the arc European Leisure, 
the disco group, firmed to 
72p on vague talk of a bid. 
possibly from Allied 
Leisure, unchanged at 25p. 
Hie shares of both have 
been caught in the leisure 
share fallout. There are 
also suggestions that 
Allied will boy European's 
23.9 per cent stake in 
Waterfall, a snooker and 
bowling group, and then 
bid for the rest. Waterfall 
shares rose 3-5p to 64p. 


were awash with cash. If they 
were unable to buy into any of 
the currently fashionable 
Footsie areas, such as drugs 
and telecoms, they were con- 
tent to ali gh t on any blue chip 
so long as the asking price was 
not too outrageous. 

Such was the clamour that 
even some of the long- 
neglected second-liners found 
themselves in demand. The 
mid cap index jumped 74.2 to 
4,944.4 and the small cap 202 
to 2,110. Mind you, the mar- 
ket’s under-card remains a 
long way from the halcyon 
days when the second and 
third-liners were really in de- 
mand The mid cap index hit 
a 5,966.6 record in June last 
year and small cap peaked at 
2,792.7 in May. 

Jbotsie, however displayed 
no inhibitions. It has been 
growing steadily stronger 
since sinking below 5,000 in Oc- 
tober The progress has ac- 
celerated in recent weeks, and 
after a subdued start on Mon- 
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day the index has climbed 
more than 250 on the opening 
trading days of the yean 

New year rallies are not un- 
usual. But the rampant buy- 
ing which has characterised 
the latest burst of excitement 
suggests that even more cash 
is sloshing around the system 
than many suspected 

The rush to indulge in 
share buy-backs in the past 
few years has reduced the 
pool of shares available and 
of course, increased the wail 
of money. 

There are indications that 
more Continental fund man- 
agers see London as an at- 
tractive home for their cash, 
and it is also suggested US 
fond managers, who parked 
cash in London ahead of the 
euro, have decided to invest at 
least part of their money in 
London rather than on the 
Continent 

Many market men, how- 
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even wonder whether some 
fond managers have lost their 
marbles. They point to some 
of the huge price movements 
and their herd instinct 

The computerised order 
book has increased share 
volatility. Perhaps it is re- 
sponsible for some of the ex- 
aggerated movements but a 
13.6 per cent gain, as Standard 
Chartered enjoyed, looks un- 
realistic -when compared with 
the more modest movements 
which would occur not so 
many years ago. 

Standard jumped 94p to 
784p, with nearly 7 million 
shares traded. Bid talk was 
a gain fo the air. 


Suggestions of corporate 
activity, as well as hopes of 
lower interest rates today, were 
a major influence elsewhere. 
There are still expectations of 
more deals among defence, 
drugs and telecom shares. 

The telecom activity was 
highlighted by the Telewest 
deal. It seems that Dresdner 
Kleinwort Benson picked up 
the shares from US group 
Cox Communications, which 
had around 12 per cent DKB 
arranged to place the shares 
with institutions at ISlp. 

Colt Telecom, with talks of 
a bid swirling around, hit an- 
other peak, up 872p to l,1242p 
and BT moved through l,000p 
to reach l.Oli^p. Vodafone 
shaded to l,089p as arbi- 
trageurs, invariably active in 
transatlantic bids, took posi- 
tions and analysts pondered 
the probability that Ybders will 
have to contend with compe- 
tition to win control of AirTbuch 
Communications. 

Reuters, supported by 
Warburg Dillon Read, gained 
582p to 730.5p, but Dixons, 
downgraded by DKB ahead of 


HOUSE OF FRASER, the 
department store chain, 
looks vulnerable to a bid. 
There is talk it is having 
discussions with a possible 
predator. The shares 
firmed 2-5p to 572p in busy 
trading. They came to 
market at I80p in 1994 and 
have been as high as 
228-5p. A trading 
statement is due shortly 
and there is speculation it 
could be accompanied by 
confirmation of the 
predator’s interest 


next week’s interim figures, 
missed the fun, falling 4fl.5p to 
797 .5p. 

Still Next’s encouraging 
trading statement produced 
some relief for retailers. The 
fashion chain rose 48.75p to 
56225p, and Marks & 
Spencer lip to 419fip. 

LncasVarity’s confirma- 
tion that it was in takeover 
talks gave the shares an 
llJ25p boost to 226.5p. Engi- 
neer BWJ, the latest man- 
agement buyout candidate, 
jumped 22p to 69.5p, and 
Avonside, a house builder; 
put on lOp at 50p as a poten- 
tial bidder hovered 

Hopes of a higher offer 
from Wolverhampton & Dud- 
ley Breweries lifted Marston 
Thompson & Everstaed, the 
Pedigree brewec Bp to 1972p. 

The collapse of talks at 
Allied Carpets cut the shares 
7pt0 41p. 

SEAQ VOLUME: 1.47 billion 
SEAQ TRADES: 83272 
GILTS INDEX: 116.15 -0 JO 


Mowlem unit 
wins £24m deals 

JOHN MOWLEM's facilities 
management subsidiary, 
Aqumen, has been awarded 
four management contracts 
due to start in 1999 with a 
total value of £24m a year, 
Mowlem' s chief executive, 
John Gains, announced 
yesterday. 

The contracts are with 
Barclays Bank, Anglia 
ftotytechnic University, 
English partnerships and the 
kf Health & Safety Executive. 
* ’ Carrying out the four 
contracts will require an 
extra 150 staff in addition to 
the 1, 000 Aqumen currently 
employs. 
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Swiss purchase 

DOUGHTY HANSON, which 
claims to be Europe's leading 
independent private equity 
company, has agreed to 
acquire Tornos Bechler, 
based in Moutier; 

Switzerland. 

Tornos Bechler is a 
leading manufacturer of high 
performance automatic 
lathes for producing 
precision turned machine 
parts. The existing 
management of the company 
will remain, and it is intended 
to float the business on the 
stock market within three to 
five years. 


NORWICH UNION has been 
granted a licence to set up a 
company to sell pensions to 
private individuals in the east 
European country, Poland 

New regulations 
introducing personal 
pensions for individuals as a 
top up to the basic state 
pension are due to come into 
effect in Poland shortly. 

Norwich Union intends to 
sell pensions directly to 
Polish citizens as well as 
through bank assurance and 
insurance company 
channels. The company will 
also use agents, Richard 
Harvey, the group chief 
executive, said 


Investment: Conventional valuations are no guide in this high-risk sector 

Battered biotech shares are 
still the most highly rated 


WHAT ARE the most expensive 
companies on the stock mar- 
ket? Ask that question to a 
handful of US investors and 
they will undoubtedly refer you 
to the Internet companies, 
whose shares have been soar- 
ing again in recent days. There 
are Tew real Interne! companies 
in the UK but British investors 
would probably plump for the 
telecom and computer stocks, 
which have been hitting new 
highs in recent months. 

Take a look at the statistics, 
however, and a different picture 
emerges. We asked Hemming- 
ton Scott, the financial infor- 
mation group, to List the 20 
companies in the PTSE All- 
Share index with the highest 
ratio of stock market value to 
revenues, (lb avoid anomalies, 
we left out investment trusts and 
companies with a market capi- 
talisation of less than ElOm.) 

To say the least, the results 
were surprising. The six most 
highly rated shares, and 12 of 
the top 20, were companies in 
the supposedly depressed 
biotechnology sector. Phyto- 
pharm. which specialises in 
developing medicines derived 
from plants, topped the list, 
even though its share price is 
below the level it readied al- 


By Peter Th.vl Larsen 

most two years ago. Based on 
sales of just £50,000 for the 
year to August 1997, the ratio of 
market value to revenues is a 
staggering 1,249. 

Core Group, developing new 
methods of delivering drugs, 
comes second although its 
share price has slumped from 
over 2Q0p to 40p in less than a 
year. And scandal-racked 
British Biotech takes third 
place with a market value to 
revenues ratio of 410. 

Only one telecom stock. Colt 
Telecom, made it into the list, 
though with a market value of 
more than £6bn, the local net- 
work operator is by far the 
largest company in the table. 

London Bridge Software, 
which supplies software to fi- 
nancial groups, made the list, 
as did Cambridge-based ARM. 
which designs specialised 
microprocessor chips for use in 
mobile phones and hand-held 
computers. 

Valuations for biotechnology 
shares make the highly rated 
Internet stocks in the US - often 
presented as the height of in- 
vestor folly - look positively 
cheap. America Online, the 
largest Internet group in the 


! Company 

1 

Activity Price/Sales 

ratio 

; Phytopharm 

Biotech 

1249 

■ Core Group 

Biotech 

690 

1 British Biocedi 

Biotech 

410 

Proteus Interna rioti3i 

Biotech 

115 

; PowderJec: Pharmaceuticals 

Biotech 

96 

■ Cemech 

Biotech 

70 

• Torocrack 

Engineering 

56 

! Emerald Energy 

Oil exploration 

52 

: Oxford GlycoSdercss 

Bbtech 

51 

: COLT Telecom 

Telecoms 

47 

( Cambridge Antibody Tfecft 

Slotech 

35 

| Carlisle Holdings 

Property investor 

34 

1 London Bridge Software 

Banking software 

30 

BTG 

Parent development 

29 

'. Vanguard Medica 

Biotech 

50 

| ARM Holdings 

Semiconductors 

22 

[ Oxford Asymmetry 

Biotech 

21 

i SLye Pharma 

Biotech 

20 

! PPL Therapeutics 

Biotech 

20 

1 Traffic master 

Traffic monitoring 

18 


: All companies in FT Ail-Share index with market capitalisation over 
£10m. excluding investment trusts. 

' Market value based on dosing snare prices on Jan 5th. 

! Source Henvmngt.r: vcc 


world, had revenues of $2.6bn 
last year and is valued at S69bn 
- a ratio of 26. .4mazon.com. the 
internet bookseller that has 
taken the world by storm, is 
valued at 148 times its 1997 
revenues. 

And there is the catch. Ear- 
lier this week, Amazon said rev- 


enues for the final quarter of last 
year were $25 Om - more than it 
made in the whole of 1997. The 
figure shows the danger in tak- 
ing a current market value - 
which discounts future 
prospects - and comparing it 
with past financial performance. 
Fbr companies where sales are 


poised to explode, as in the 
case of biotech or Internet com- 
panies, conventional valuations 
soon become meaningless. 

As a result, simple multiples 
of earnings and sales have 
been all but discarded by in- 
vestors. They tend to prefer dis- 
counted cash-flow models, 
which care folly forecast a com- 
pany's likely future perfor- 
mance and then express the 
value of future cash-flows in 
today’s money. 

So Phytopharm is highly 
rated because investors think 
its drugs have a good prospect 
of making it to market and 
cleaning up. The process may 
take a few years, but the re- 
wards will be worth waiting for. 

“It's like panning for gold.” 
says Andy Allans, an investment 
manager with Prelude. “If you 
have a hit you make a fortune, 
but you could also lose your 
shirt." He adds that where 
biotechnology companies are 
concerned the potential bene- 
fits are much higher because 
the company will have a mo- 
nopoly on any drug that suc- 
cessfully makes it to market. 

Nevertheless, the table shows 
that when it comes to taking a 
lot on trust, biotechnology in- 
vestors still tala* the biscuit 


Wetherspoon toasts festive season 


ANOTHER CONFIDENT trading 
statement yesterday from JD 
Wetherspoon, the Watford- 
based pub company, may turn 
into something like a hostage to 
fortune. 

Wetherspoon's chairman, 
Tim Martin, probably thought 
he was taking part in an infor- 
mal poll of the pub trade's for- 
tunes over the Christmas and 
the New Year festive season. If 
so, his competitors were being 
much less forthcoming and 
Wetherspoon's encouraging 
message sounded out alone. 

Fburth-quarter sales appar- 
ently grew by between 5 per 
cent and 10 per cent, which was 
certainly well ahead of the mar- 
ket average. The upturn com- 
pared with a fall of I per cent 
in the third quarter, when 
Wetherspoon's sales were 
adversely affected both by the 
poor summer weather and by 


By Clifford German 

a drop in pub attendances dur- 
ing the football World Cup in 
June, for which Wetherspoon 
declined to cater by installing 
TV sets in their pubs. That de- 
cision alone cost an estimated 
£lm in lost profits. 

The chairman claims that 
the recent recovery in sales is 
mainly due to the chain's em- 
phasis on offering value for 
money, which makes it less 
vulnerable to a recession in 
spending than rival pub chains 
that charge higher prices to pay 
for atmosphere and entertain- 
ment 

But Mr Martin was unwilling 
to give a headline figure for 
sales growth including new 
openings, and he was even less 
forthcoming about profits or 
earnings after servicing the 
group's substantial debt bur- 



Chairman Tim Martin says the group's pubs enjoyed a 
Christmas recovery, but the share price barely moved 


den. Analysts scaled down prof- 
it forecasts after the last full- 
year figures, which fell 10 per 
cent short of expectations at 
£20.lm. The outlook depends 


heavily on maintaining sales 
growth and holding down 
interest charges. 

There was also something of 
a sense of deja vu about the 


forecast of investing £lOQm and 
opening 80 new pubs this year, 
bringing the total estate to 
around 400 by the end of the 
year. It is an ambitious target 
for a group likely to be nursing 
£160m in debt by the end of the 
year; but it is no more than was 
forecast last September. 

Analysts were reluctant to 
re-adjust their current fore- 
casts of profits of £25.4m and 
earnings of 12.2p a share in the 
current year to 31 July, rising 
to £3l.lm and 14.7p in the mil- 
lennial year. 

The share price, which has 
virtually halved in line with the 
sector over the past six months, 
was also slow to respond. Even 
at l77p yesterday, up 2p on the 
day, the shares are trading at 
14.5 times the current year’s 
and 12 times future earnings, 
which is a significant premium 
to most competitors. 


Why the FSA is in search of a BLT 


THE QUEEN has inadvertent- 
ly forced over 1,000 staff at the 
Financial Services Authority to 
roam Canary Wharf in Lon- 
don's Docklands in a daily 
search forsandwicbes. 

Let me explain. The new ty 
formed financial regulator is in 
the process of relocating all its 
staff to a gleaming new build- 
ing in Canary Wharf. Around 

1.000 are already there, in- 
cluding 400 banking supervi- 
sory staff who arrived Last week 
flora the Bank of England An- 
other 700 will arrive in coming 
months. 

But they have nowhere to 
eat The FSA's state-of-the-art 
canteen, designed to feed up to 

2.000 people at one go, is still 
uncompleted, because the reg- 
ulator’s funds had to be 
switched to completing the 
building’s reception area last 
autumn when the Queen an- 
nounced she would be official- 
ly opening the building. 

The reception area was com- 


People and 
Business 

By John 
Willcock 


pleted ahead of schedule, but 
the canteen fell behind. At the 
beginning of December the 
FSA was forced to start paying 
staff £2.50 day in sandwich 
money, a total of £20,000 a week. 

“It’s just a temporary pay- 
ment until the canteen opens,” 
says a spokeswoman. Hence 
the crowds of regulators be- 
sieging Pret a Manger In 
Canary Wharf As for the Royal 
visit, she added that there was 
“a lot of of republicanism 
around”. I'm not surprised. 

RUMOUR HAS IT that Martin 
Taylor, recently ousted from 
Barclays Bank, harbours am- 


bitions to be the next editor of 
the Financial Times. After all, 
he rose to be editor of the FTs 
Lex column in the early 1980s 
before he left the world of jour- 
nalism for that of commerce. 

There is one problem with 
this rumour. The present in- 
cumbent, Richard Lambert, 
54, shows no signs of wanting 
to leave. Mr Lambert recently 
returned from the US, where he 
led the successful drive to ex- 
pand the pink 'un's American 
readership. Even when he does 
step aside, the FT has tradi- 
tionally promoted its deputy ed- 
itors to the top job. 

The present deputy. 
Andrew Gowers. 4L held the 
reins in London while Mr Lam- 
bert was in the US. Robert 
Thomson, 37, currently editing 
the FTs US edition, is also well 
thought o t 

So Mr Taylor faces stiff com- 
petition for the top job at the FT. 
Other rumours of his intentions 
are that he might serve the 


Government in the House of 
Lords, that he might join a 
think-tank, or that he might 
write a boot 

THE VETERAN top-rated com- 
mercial property analyst Roger 
Moore retired from Warburg 
Dillon Read on Monday after a 
quarter of a century as an 
analyst But he's not finished 
yet Yesterday Mr Moore joined 
the board of Hemingway Prop- 
erties as a non-executive 
director. 

Hemingway, based in the 
West End of London, boasts the 
omnipresent Stanislas Yas- 
sukovich as its chairman. The 
company is run by two well- 
known operators, Michael 
Goldhill (chief executive > and 
Andrew Browne (finance di- 
rector), who shared the dis- 
tinction last year of being the 
highest paid directors in the UK 
property sector, trousering a 
handsome £l.6m each. 

If Mr Moore can get in on 


that kind of action, he can look 
forward to a comfortable 
retirement 

THE MANAGEMENT team at 
Anita Roddick’s Body Shop got 
an infusion of new blood yes- 
terday with the appointment of 
Alastair Murray as finance 
director 

He joins the green toiletries 
company from PIC Interna- 
tional (the Pig Improvement 
Company) where he was fi- 
nance director of pet food pro- 
ducer Dalgety Food 

Ingredients for four years. 

Jeremy Kett, Body Shop’s 
current finance director, 
switches to the corporate fi- 
nance division. The day-to-day 
running of the company's 1,640 
stores has been left to French- 
man Patrick Gournay, head- 
hunted from the yogurt firm 
Danone. He was joined by Rick 
Corcoran in November as head 
of human resources, joining 
from the US arm of Danone 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE RATES 


1 month 3 month 


1 month 3 month 


Denmark 10.594 

§otd • 1.4237 

Rntand • " 8.4642 

France 

Genrany . 2.7843 
Greece.- 459.05 
HongKbng 12.807 


1 INTEREST RATES ! 

UK 

Discount 

525% 

Repo(Ave) 

3.40% 

Base 6.25% 

Denmark 


Japan 


European Central Bank Discount 

3.50% 

Discount 

0.50% 

O/N Margtnal3.25% 

US 


Switzerland 

Q/N Faculty 2.75% 

Prime 

7.75% 

Discount 

1.00% 

Repo 3.00% 

Discount 

4.50% 

Lombard 

3.00% 

Canada 

Fed Funds 

4.63% 



Prime 6.75% 

Sweden 




| BOND YIELDS J 

Country 3mth chg 

i yr dig 

2yr chg 

5yr chg 

10 yr chg 


LIFFE FINANCIAL FUTURES 


INDUSTRIAL METALS 


•on*? Sun 


«ofco 16.146 
Netherlands 3.1371 
New Zealand 3.0729 
Norway 12375 
.PwnraJ 285.40 
SMfeMa 6.1998 
Singapore 2.7725 
South Africa 9.4058 
236.86 
Sweden 13.211 
Sttfaalsid 2.3039 
US 1.6530 


V j ^nemina 


an* 

CKdiBep 


JnsT* 

.™*alr. 


Sterling 

1.6530 
1.9989 
13.686 
49.174 
5.6526 
. 3888.8 
353-60 
70.255 
T 2335.9 
0.4999 
152.08 


Oman 

Pakistan 

pnlinpmes 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

5oo rh Korea 

Taiwan 

Thailand 

Turney 

UAE 


Sterling 

0.6364 
64 206 
63.064 
5.6564 
6.0163 
37937.5 
1915.1 
53.189 
60.254 
525521 
6.0708 


0.3850 

50.940 

36.150 

3.4230 

3.6395 

22950.0 

1156.50 

32.176 

36.450 

317910 

3.6725 


Australia 4.61 
Belgium 3.22 
Canada 4.57 
Euro 3-2! 
France 32* 
Germany 3-21 
Italy 2.49 
Japan 0.31 
N'lands 3.21 
Spain 3.00 
Sweden 3.6! 
S'land 1.34 
UK 5.60 
US 4.34 


Treasury Bills 
LIBOR 

Domestic DepH 
Eiraterihg Deps 
EUgWe Bank Bills 
Sterling CDs 
EuiWMarCDs 

Euro Libor 


4.62 -0.04 
3.14 0.00 
4.70 -0.01 
3.17 

3.03 0.00 

3.17 -0.01 

2.17 0.00 
0.40 -0.04 

3.17 -0.01 
2.97 0.00 
3.44 0.00 
1.65 -0.04 
5.59 -0.01 
4.32 


4.69 0.01 
3.06 0.00 
4.73 0.02 
3.03 -0.01 
3.12 0.04 

3.03 -O.OI 

3.16 0.00 
0.64 -0.06 

3.17 -0.02 

3.04 -0.06 

3.47 0.00 
1.49 -0.03 
4 32 -0.03 
4.64 ... 


4.84 -0.02 
3.35-0.03 

4.62 0.04 
3.33-0.01 
3.37 0.00 
3.29 0.02 
3.39 0.00 
1.28 -0.09 
3.36 0.00 
3.24 -O.D3 

3.62 000 

1.83 0.00 
4.48 -0.03 
4.61 ... 


5.13 -0.03 
3.95 -0.07 
4.98 0.03 
3.78 -0.02 
3.B4 0.00 
3.78 -0 02 
3.94 0.00 
2.03 -0.09 
3.86 0.01 
3.88 -0.03 
4.01 0.00 

2.32 0.01 

4.32 -0.02 
4.75 


MONEY MARKET RATES 


Contract 


Serdenwnt High 

Low 

EM ■ IUVT 

volume 

Interest 

Long Gilt 

Mar-99 

H9.16 

119.35 

119 00 

23603.00 

104262.00 

S Vr Gilt 

Mar-99 

108.16 




76.00 

German Bund 

Mar-99 

116.74 





Italian Bond 

Mar-99 

114 76 

114.87 

1 1 4.53 

8040.6b 

35746.00 

Japan Govt Bd 

Mar-99 

12981 

129.98 

129 65 

2403.00 


3 Mtfr Srertmg 

Mar-98 

94.40 

94.44 

94.39 

3602500 

185572 66 


Jim- 99 

94.79 

94.81 

94.77 

35426.00 

179289 DO 

3 Mtti Euromark 

Jarv-99 

96.BI 




21811 00 


Feb- 99 

96.84 




325.CO 

3 Mtii Eurtdira 

Mai-99 

96 89 

96.89 

96.88 

2290 00 

242605.00 


Jur-99 

97.02 

97.03 

97.01 

034.00 

69551.00 

3Mth Euroyen 

Mar-99 

99.32 





3 Mtti Euroswte 

Mar-39 

90.45 

99.48 

98.42 

10873.00 

62650.00 


Apr-99 

9634 

98.38 

9821 

6793.00 

34918.00 

3 Mth Euro Libor 

Jan-99 

96.91 


— 




Feb-99 

96.83 





FTSE100 

Mar-99 

6195.00 

62U50 

601000 

31360.00 

164619.00 

| LIFFE FTSE 100 INDEX OPTION | 

SetrianHK Price 6148.80 






iHI 



Feb 

Mar 

Apr 

Series Call Impusl Pvt imp vbi 

CaO Put 

Call 

Put CaO Put 

6050 381 27 

11 

20 

516 114 

584 

182 684 244 

6100 335 32 

15 

27 

478 126 

546 

194 643 252 

6150 290 30 

19 

27 

440 138 

506 

207 603 26 1 

6200 248 30 

27 

28 

401 ISO 

470 

219 564 273 


LIME (S/tonne) 

Aluminium hG 

Aluminum Alloy 

Copper A 

Lead 

Nickel 

Tm 

Zinc 


Cash 

aig 

3 month 

Chg 

uvEsods 

Chg* 

1224 

1226 

12.50 

1228 

1230 

9 

635350 

-300 

1020 

1025 

5.00 

1050 

1053 

3 

95960 

-20 

1435.5 

1426 5 

1600 

1453 

1454 

15 

599525 

4725 

480 

481 

4.50 

465 

466 

4 

109100 

1525 

3870 

3880 -40.00 

3940 

3950 

-35 

66120 

-54 

5015 

5025 

5.00 

5010 

5015 


S295 

30 

914.5 

915.5 

15.00 

932 

932.5 

15 

316925 

-300 


PRECIOUS METALS 


pm flx/S per oe . pm flx/£ per m . Coins (5J 

□ay s Year s Day s Vtear s 

cFio thg Year's _cngchg che 


Platinum 360.00-0.50 0.50 Platinum 216.85 -0.05 >3.05 Kmg'rands 283.79 2 45 

PaBad'um 324.75-7 25123 75 ftlladiuffl 195.65 -4 85 73.20 Savs 66.56 

Silver 5.15 0 24 -0.07 Silver 3.09 0.13 -0.50 Nobles 386.05 

(Sold 287.65 7.25 4.85 Maple Leaf 285.44 -13.90 


AGRICULTURAL AT 5;30PM 


Oueirighc 1 week 1 month 3 months 6 months 1 year 
Bd Offer BU Offer BU Offs BU Offer SU Offer BIO Offs’ 

590 5.80 5.70 5.60 

6.116.11 6.15 6.19 6.12 6.12 5.04 5.84 5.59 5 59 
5.00 6.13 6.06 5.94 6.06 7.06 6.03 6.97 5.78 672 5.536.47 

6.13 6J5 6.13 6.25 6.09 6.16 6.00 6.06 5.72 5 70 5.475.53 

5.93 5.83 5.86 5.76 5.60 5.50 

6.11 6.03 6.04 596 5.73 5.63 5.49599 

493 497 4.97 

3.24 324 323 3.23 3.21 321 3.19 3.19 3.173.17 


ENERGY AT 5:30PM 


Brent emdeJS/barrelJGas oBfS/tonne) WT1 Cnxfeft/tnrrel) Produas|Srtonne) 
IP£ Law Cng VdI ipt dose 0w Uol NYM Last* Ovg SpotOFNWEur 
Feb 10 77 02430936 Jan M.00 0 75 ill 15 Feb I2.IB 022 GuisoEirte 95 '16 00 

Mar 10 03 0.1127956 Feb 100 50 0 2 5 9250 Mar 12.30 0 1 8 Naphtha 106 50 

Apr 1 1 00 0.09 6990 Marl0225 1797 Apr 12.48 0.17 Gau>l 102 00 

May 12 61 0.13 Fuel &l (3 54*s)5« SO 


GOLDMAN SACHS COMMODITY INDICES at s-.sopm 


Cocoa 

UFFE fTtonne 
Mar99 911.00 
May99 932.00 
Ju®9 948.00 
Vol: 0 

White Sugar* 
UFFE S.l<ww 
Mar99 252.30 
May99 252.10 
Aug99 249.60 
Vol: 0 


Coffee 
UFFE S'lome 
Jan99 1820.00 
Mv991 747.00 
Nlay991 690.00 
1M: 0 

Freight 
UFFE 51Mb p 
Jan9S B 30.00 
Feb99 850.00 
Mar99 875-00 
Vbh 0 


Barley 

UFFE S/tantie 
JanS9 78.75 
Maf99 79.50 
May 99 0125 
IfeJ: O 

Wheat 
UFFE 5/tunne 
Jan 99 77.75 
Mar99 78.50 
May99 80.50 
Vol; 0 


Potatoes 
UFFEt'lonne 
Mar99 250.00 
Apr99 328.00 
May99 341.00 
VoL- 0 

Com* 

CBOT Cents bshl 
Mar9922T2S 
May99 227.50 
JUF99 233.50 

vol,- o 


Soya Beans' 
CBOT S*Sh 
Apr99 55425 
Miy99 555.50 
Jun99 561.00 

vm; 0 

Lge Potatoes 
AIA 425K kg 
Jan99 40,00 
Mar99 1925 
May99 41JJ0 
Vol: 0 


OTHER SPOTS AT 5:30PM 


I wwnM.bloomberg.com/uk 


Source: Bloom bet 



BASE DATE 

LAST 

CHG 

%CHG 

31 D£C 

%CHGYTD 

lnde» 

1970=100 

134.88 

1.35 

1.01 

215.26 

-37 34 

Agricultural 

1970=100 

187.53 

1.55 

0.B3 

231.23 

-18.90 

Energy 

1983=100 

44 73 

0.38 

0.66 

85.06 

-47.90 

Ind Meals 

1977-100 

125.44 

0.00 

000 

16S79 

-25.60 

Lives rock 

1970-100 

144J6 

4.59 

3.29 

191.03 

-24 40 

PrK Metals 

1973-100 

381 22 

1.61 

0.42 

463.54 

-17.76 


Feb Line Cattle |C7AE) 5. 40k * 6217 Mar Wliltea 

Fieb PorfcBdte lOME] VWkb 46.00 Jan Rubber 

Mar Orange JuKC |CTN] VI 5k lb 100.80 Mar Cotton 

Dec Mk (CSC) 5.-504 lb .. Jan Crude F 


Dec Mk 
Mr Oats 
Jan Flax 


6217 Mar VUMtelfetie (SAFjyiOOmt 618.00 

46.00 Jan Rubber (7Q1) Y/5khg 77.10 

00.80 Mar Cotton {CTN)5/5» to 6020 

ICSCJ S.-50fc lb .. Jan Crude Palm [KLqs/25m 2225.00 

|CBT) 5 /SklKh ll 1.50 Mar Soys ca [C8TJS760hb 23.85 


(WCE) 5r20 m 331.80 Jan Woollen ten [TCM) 15004* 1 165.M 







20/LONDON BOAT SHOW 


the INDEPENDENT 

tluirsdav 7 January 1999 


V 


Stuart Alexander opens this two page special report on boating at the 1999 London International Boat Show 

Big Blue has 
something 
for everyone 


4 


THERE IS nothing like a dose 
of sunshine to brighten an oth- 
erwise bleak British Winter 
This year's London Interna- 
tional Boat Show is hoping to do 
just that The show's theme of 
Big Blue (ocean), is all part of 
a scheme to raise the temper- 
ature of the estimated 200,000 
visitors, organisers hope to at- 
tract to London's Eari’s Court 
The marine industry' wants to 
entice new people into the 
game, showing off everything 
from gleaming power boats 
selling at dose to £2 million, 
right down to kits costing only 
a few hundred pounds. 

It is also looking good for 
consumers. As well as being the 
biggest one-stop shop for all 
things boatey, dothes. equip- 
ment, electronics, and every- 
thing from a dinghy to a luxury 
cruiser; the show comes hard 
on the heels of two interest rate 
cuts, a strong pound making im- 
ports cheapen and new Euro- 
pean legislation giving extra 
protection. 

The rather dull title of a 
Recreational Craft Directive 
conceals a new definition of sta- 
bility for all coastal and offshore 
boats, which should be promi- 
nently displayed. The cate- 
gories run from A to D, A 
though D is largely applicable 
to small boats and dinghies, and 
determine how a boat is likely 
to perform in the conditions for 


which it is being sold, A for 
ocean, B for offshore, C for 
CoastaL 

If you ever wanted to know 
why two 25-footers can be so (Ef- 
ferent in price, check the sta- 
bility grading is the one you 
need, check if the price in- 
dudes VAT - all the attractive 
boards should prominently give 
the full, indusive price - and 
you could even make sure that 
all the parts on the boat have 
the coreect European certifi- 
cation mark. It is that first, ap- 
parently irresistible, price 
which can lure you into a tun- 
nel in which it is difficult to turn 
round and back out 

What has not yet come, 
though but is only a matter of 
time, is any form of Europe- 
wide licenses, either to use 
boats, or for the boats them- 
selves. While many European 
countries do insist of both writ- 
ten and practical examinations, 
Britain maintains its voluntary 
system, though there are in- 
creasing signs of statutory reg- 
ulation for jet-ski users. Which 
means there will be lots of 
stands offering to teach you all 
the ins and outs, at home and 
abroad, complete with certifi- 
cates at the end, which are ac- 
cepted by the other European 
countries. 

And the schemes extend to 
those with disabilities through 
the growing S affability pro- 


gramme, once again driven by 
the KVA. 

Having bought your boat 
and learned a bit about bow 
best to use it, you may also wish 
to park it This logical desire 
used to be a real nightmare and 
there are still many areas of the 
country where there are very 
long waiting fists for low cost, 
publicly administered moor- 
ings. One of the largest opera- 
tors of marinas, with 5,500 
berths nationwide, is MDL. 
Their marketing director Jeff 
Houlgrave expects prices to 
rise by about 6 per cent in 1999, 
so an average 30-footer could 
cost just under £2,000 to keep 
in Plymouth and about double 
that on their most expensive 
marina in the Hamble River; 
dose to the Solent 

But he points out that not 
onfer have amenities and service 
had to improve as customers 
demand more, they have also 
had to spend more on their in- 
frastructure to meet the in- 
creasingly tight envir onmental 
legislation, and this he gives as 
the main cause for the rise 
above inflation. 

Mr Houlgrave also says 
there were many years when 
price rises lagged behind in- 
flation as a whole section of the 
leisure industry coped with de- 
clining consumer confidence 
and the aftermath of stagflation. 
Perhaps holding down prices 



Sailing in Cowes: Appealing to more than jnst the rich and famous 


accounts for his reported 10 per 
cent increase in occupancy for 
each of the last four years. 
Now he would be prepared to 
tell the Chancellor, Gordon 
Brown he is optimistic that, at 
worst, while growth may slow, 
there will be no real downturn, 
and that by 2001 the pressure 
wifi be upwards again. 

Whidi may be why one of the 
most popular sectors of new 
sailing boat sales is in the 40- 
foot range, and that means 
starting at about £100,000. And 
why tiie power boat market 
continues to flourish, taking 
about 75 per cent of new boat 
sales in 1998. 

That has persuaded Peter 
Poland, boss of (me of the most 
enduring of British manufac- 
turers, Hunter Boats, to pro- 
duce its first motor yacht. 


Called the Landau and de- 
signed by his long-time collab- 
orator David Thomas, it is 20 
feet long, costs just under 
£20,000 all up, and has just won 
a design award. Not just for its 
use of space, but for envirofr- 
mentally friendly inputs such as 
minimal wake, a four-stroke 
outboard for coastal use. and an 
electric engine option for inland 
waterways and lakes. 

As part if his assessment 
that interest rates are going to 
be driven down. Hunter has 
also arranged a 9.3 per cent fi- 
nance package, and it will be in- 
teresting to see what the 
finance houses are doing gen- 
erally at the Boat Show. There 
are reported to many good 
deals on offer Where there is 
dispute is over the effect of the 
high value of the pound. Some 


\ I K manufac turers can point to 
considerable consumer benefit 
at their expense as importers 
take a short term advantage 
that has lasted three years and 
considerably boosted their in- 
comes. Others with a strong ex- 
port heritage, like the big 
powerboat manufacturers - 
Fairiine, Princess and Sun- 
seeker- seem to be bolding on 
to their European sales. 

The show at Eari's Court wifi 

akn highligh t that 1 hm rft- 

made British manufacturers 
among the best in the world 
The names of Henri Lloyd, 
Musto and Douglas GUI are to 
be found all over Europe and 
tiie United States as sports. If 
you can be persuaded io look 
the part, perhaps you can then 
be persuaded to act it, to try it, 
to enjoy it 



45th London International Boat Show 

Dates: 8 - "7 January 

Location: Earl’s Court. London 

Times: 1 0am - 7pm {except Thursday 1 4 January, cpen 

until S.30pm. and Sunday 5 7 January, closing at 6pm 1 ) 

Prices: Adults £10.50: Accompanied children Free 

(two per paying adult). Unaccompanied/additlonal 

children £7. SO. Senior citizens £7.50: Group 

bookings (10 or more! £7.50: Evenings only (alter 5pm'. 

£6.50: 

Ticket hotline: 0121-767 4600 


More choices available 
for sailing enthusiasts 


HOW LONG does it take before 
you can have a license to drive 
a boat? Avery long time if the 
current thinking at the Royal 
^chting Association persists. 
While other European coun- 
tries have insisted on intro- 
ducing formal qualification 
schemes, Britain has resisted, 
with the support of the De- 
partment of Trade and Indus- 
try, and has, instead, insisted 
that its voluntary scheme of 
learning produces better boat 
users. 

However, there are many 
harbour masters who would 
like to see such a statutory 
scheme introduced, only if they 
could exercise the sanction of 
suspending the licenses mi who 
could play the cowboy on their 
territory. And there is a partic- 
ularly determined attack on 
the Jet Ski fraternity, a few of 
whom are causing serious at- 
tacks of nerves about the safe- 
ty of others trying to share the 
same stretches of water: 

But Britain has good cause 
to think that its system is work- 
ing welL Its certificates of com- 
petence are accepted 
throughout Europe, and about 
100,000 a year of them are is- 
sued. They are a bit like an in- 


BV STUART ALEXANDER 

ternationai driving license and 
although the form of them is 
being renegotiated so that a 
new version will be available 
from 1 April this year (1999), the 
RYA hopes that holders of ex- 


contmue to use them. 

Nor is there any current 
move to license boats, not even 
to make third party insurance 
compulsory -insurers are more 


worried about theft - there is a 
growing number of people who 
want to have some sort of proof 
of competence, and quite a few 
feel that compulsion is only a 
matter of time. 

There are 538 schools, large 
and multifunctional down to a 
one man one boat enterprise, 
which are recognised by the 
RYA. There are 121 of them in 
the UK ranging from the ever- 
popular but very tidal Solent to 
the quieter West Country and 
West of Scotland and, for those 
who like to tackle both tides and 
some shallow water; the East 
Coast, especially of East Anglia. 


With all these choices, taking 
the plunge is being made eas- 
ier and easier. Many schools 
offer a taster day, with afi the kit 
provided Courses can be split 
between going afloat in the 
summer and finishing off the 
work in the classroom in the 


boat courses and, as new motor 
boat sails far outnumber new 
sailboat sales, the authorities 
are very keen on the powerboat 
fraternity becoming as qualified 


If conventional learning is not 
for you then, the school can 
come to you. Many powerboat 
owners take their courses on 
their own boats from qualified 
instructors. They range from a 
simple, two-day helmsman's 
course, which should set a few 
more minds at rest as they look 
over their shoulders appre- 
hensively at 35 to 40 feet of 
gleaming white plastic charg- 
ing into a crowded marina. It 
should also set more at rest the 
minds of the crew, who can be 
included in the course. 

On a more advanced level 
there is a Day Stepper course, 


which indudes some time in the 
classroom ashore, and a 
coastal skipper; which, as well 
as more complex navigation, 
also puts the skipper through 
all the functions of running the 
boat and its equipment 

Safi boats have their equiv- 
alent. starting with competent 
crew, but working all the way up 
to Yacbtmaster Ocean, which 
should mean that you can han- 
dle an Atlantic crossing and will 
give you a government-backed 
skipper’s ticket 

Windsurfers, of course, are 
in plenty of trouble if they need 
offshore navigation, but they 
wifi have safety included in 
any course which starts with 
the simple problem of standing 
up, maldnga 100-yard distance, 
turning round and coming back 
a gain. 

That s why these crafts are 
so popular at the Mediter- 
ranean schools and holiday 
clubs; at least when, not if, you 
fall in the water is warm and 
there is usually some sun to 
warm you through, there are 
even some schools specialising 
in Sea Survival. 

Simply put, if you want to get 
involved in sailing there is no 
better time than now. 


isting certificates will be able to winter There are many motor 
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THE BEST CHOICE 
in flotilla & bareboat 
sailing holidays 
* Greece* 
*TurKey*Croatia* 
*france*Mqjorca* 
* Caribbean* 
Yachts* Cats* Motor 


hautitus Yachting 
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comprehensive 
Travel* section 
every Saturday 
and Sunday for 
more ‘Travel’ 
advertising. 



TURTLE DIRT TRAPPER MATS 

At bat -as seen at Garden and 
Flower Shows natamride -the 
door mat that realy works! No 
muddy footprints or pawmarks 
on ctoan floors and carpets! 

TUrtle Dirt Trapper door mats 
stop dirt at the door of dome, 
conservatory or car with 
[absorbent cotton pfle removing 
'wet, cty and even greasy dirt from shoes and pews. With rmslfp, 
latex backing, they are fully machine-washable at 40LC. 
Avaftabte in seven colours and 3 sizes: 

Bhn, Green. Bfaefc/WMM, Ffcwn, Dork Gray, Seal Brawn, Btacft/Brawn 
• 7S * SO cm nSLBS. • 7S > 100 cm C3&95, ■ 75 X 160 cm OMJG 
Pt us E3JS0 P a P par mat. 

{Abo avatabfe with gnpper-oiiber bacWng tor use on corpora. 

- ptoa3e caS tor aatefa oJsbes anc prices), 
tram Tirte Mol Co. 82a Kfcsga Road, Kingston, Sunr* KTS 5KT 

Tel: 0800 0722300 (ML ft CL TURTLE) 

Fax: 0800 0722900 


A DIVERSE RANGE OF 
COUNTRY PRODUCTS 

WeU worth a 
browse through. 


From Driza-Bone 
Australian coats to 
hik ing boots, 

. through socks, hats, 
: waterproofs, garden 
and pet products 
and much more. 






0118 948 3648 

.. .. -r __ wr . .. fora copy of the 
Catalogue 


GIFT VOUCHERS 

RACEBOAT DRIVING 


includes 



FORMULA I, 2 AND 3 RACBOATS 
_ IlSObp World Clan Monsters 

UjSSffik CALL FOR A BROCHURE 

^**01264 850000 
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H ot weath er clothing all year round 

'Ravelling Light makes 
and Supplies its own 
exclusive range of travel, 
safari, trekking, cruise and 
beach wear for men and 
women. Smart but 
practical styles in high 
quality fabrics. Also hard 
to find accessories. 

Vffue -for -money prices. 

Wriw or rmg for our latest mail enter catalogue to travelling Light 
|1M5). Muriand. Penrith, Cumbria CA1D3AZ. 

Telephone 01931 7144® 



Marine inspired 
fashion goes major 


[ LOOK COOL, stay warm. And 
dry. One of the buzz words in 
fashion has, for some time now, 
been functionality and sailing 
dothes have been at the fore- 
front of that trend, which has 
also seen sports dothes move 
from specialist shops and out- 
lets to toe rails of the high street 
majors. 

It was British designers who 
took the European catwalks 
by storm and now, as the func- 
tion angle begins to be picked 
up in Europe, so are British 
manufacturers like Henri 
Lloyd, Musto and Douglas Gill 
have been finding a ready mar- 
ket for dothes born out of a ma- 
rine background. Non for once, 
is their any bleating about ex- 
ports being rocked by the high 
exchange rate value of the 
pound. Daniel White, of Henri 
Lloyd, and Nigel Musto agree 
when they say that price and 
the pound are not the defining 
factors, but style and quality. 

Musto also points to the in- 
tegrity of the dothes on offer 
“You cannot design and inno- 
vate new sports clothes from 
behind a desk,” says Musto, 
who took to the sharp end in 
1998 by completing, with Andy 
Hmdfey the two-handed Round 
Britain and Ireland Race in a 
80-footer. 

And this means, much more 
quiddy than in motor racing or 

FASHION 


much more relevantly than 
buying an off-road vehicle, that 
toe technical developments for 
specialist applications filter 
down to toe average user much 
more quiebty. 

One of those is in the choice 
of fiabrics, where materials that 
both breathe, so reducing con- 
densation on the inside, but 
which also keep the water out 
are in much more general use. 
“These fabrics are now begin- 
ning to have a much greater im- 
pact ana market where not only 
is there a lot of repeat business, 
but a tendency to replace a 
much-loved jacket with the 
same again," says White. “But 
these new materials are now 
coming in at mid-price and we 
hope people will begin to 
choose the new thing. But, as 
the Italians say, every year is a 
new painting, it’s a real roller 
coaster out there. Hit It right 
and you are the golden boy; hit 
it wrong and you are history." 
He also knows he is, to some ex- 
tent, in competition with other 
sports who want to persuade 
□on-participants to buy their 
dothes and so look part of the 
scene. 

As Musto pants out, how- 



ever; the dothes he is produc- 
ing have to perform to the en- 
vironment for which they are 
designed. The same clothes 
which must keep you warm 
when sitting doing nothing and 
dry when great dollops of water 
are being thrown over the bow 
ofa yacht have also to allow you 
to work hard and unfettered. 
The trick has been to find the 
path between the bulk which 
would normally be associated 
with the first two and the light 
freedom preferable for the sec- 
ond. 

Bbr Musto that has meant in- 
corporating some of the tech- 
niques developed for ocean 
racing into dothes for inshore 
racing. And those indude mak- 
ing a smock, with seals at neck 


and wrists, instead of jackets, 
which needed all sorts of flaps 
and dosures to keep those 
nasty rivulets of water trickling 
down the back of the neck. GAL 
too, have produced a similar 
garment after using the Amer- 
ican Whitbread Race entry 

Chessie Racing as a test bed. 

That racing heritage con- 
tinues for Musto with the 
launch at the Boat Show of toe 

Pete Goss range. The link goes 
further than just clothes as 
Musto are major sponsors of 
Goss’s entry in The Race, a no 
holds barred, non-stop datfi 
around the world in boats of un- 
limited size and design and 
scheduled to start on 31 De- 
cember 2000. 

And Gill continues to back 


buyers. As she 


park wantstofa 
technical feature 
them to choose tl 
the first place are 
But there is s 
market for a good 
trousers and jack 
ty features that an 
nesses, but a 
reflective patches 
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'Escaping to warmer climes now affordable 
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WHATEVER THE January 
weather outside, there is always 
an attempt to bring some sum- 
mer sun to the interior of Earl's 
Court and those who are sell- 
ing the real thing, the holiday 
that is still six months away. 

The idea of cruising in the 
Mediterranean goes back a 
long way, but was only available 
to the very few and, remarkably, 
the opportunity for middle 
Britain to go cruising abroad 
did not really happen until 
1 975/76. Lots of them went 
across the C hann el and the 
North Sea, over to Ireland, up 
to Scotland. But the Med was 
- t^too far for most to take their 
own boats, and if you did not 
have your own boat or some 
very friendly friends then you 
did not go. 


By Stuart Alexander 

Enter a man called Eric 
Richardson from East Grin- 
stead. who is credited with 
being the founding father of 
Brits on Cruise in the Mediter- 
ranean, or Greece to be more 
exact, with the Yacht Cruising 
Association. He was Mowed a 
couple of years later by a com- 
pany called Greek Sailing Hol- 
idays, with 12 boats. That 
company was eventually to be- 
come Sunsail and it rum 1 has 750 
boats, making it as the French- 
based Moorings has reduced its 
fleet to 700, the biggest of its 
land in the world. Nearly all of 
that with UK customers. 

In the early ‘80s Eric 
Richardson again led the way 
by persuading his customers 


that Turkey was a splendid op- 
tion * and it still is today. The 
Dalmatian coast of former Yu- 
goslavia followed, more com- 
panies developed their on 
packages and what in 1982 had 
already grown to a 200-boat pod 
has today blossomed to 10 
times that amount at about 
2,000. And Sunsail. which was 
selling about 10,000 package 
holidays a year in 1993, has seen 
sales rise to about 58.000 in 1998. 

Which is less than a good 
day's worth of people through 
Gatwick. This is still a fairly ex- 
clusive little band and it is 
spreading itself even more thin- 
ly round the world as more and 
more destinations are added to 
the menu. 

There are basically three 
types of holiday on offer; with 


the opportunity to learn bolted 
on. These are; chartering a 
boat and taking it yourself, 
known as bareboat charter, 
though the name misleads as 
more and more comforts are 
being demanded and supplied 
on even small boats. Then 
there is a flotilla holiday, where 
perhaps as many as a dozen 


windsurfing, dinghy sailing, 
even mountain biking when 
the mood takes you. 

At home or abroad. There 
are still many opportunities to 
take the Swallows and Amazons 
road to the Norfolk Broads, or 
cruise the West Country, the 
Scottish islands, just about any- 
where there is a decent stretch 


HOLIDAY MARKET 


yachts cruise in company, all 
given a daily destination, fol- 
lowing a leader who also makes 
arrangements for mooring 
overnight and trips ashore, and 
generally creating safety in 
numbers. And there is the dub 
resort holiday, where you can 
just laze on the beach or try 
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Appeal of power 
yachts on the rise 


POWERBOATS HAVE been the 
growth sector of the yachting 
market in recent years. For 
every sailboat that takes to the 
water, four powerboats are 
jt launched. It is British builders 
w that are leading the world in the 
design and technology for this 
exciting market Every day, at 
least ten powerboats are com- 
pleted in British yards, but 
there is a growing challenge 
from both American and Eu- 
ropean builders as the strong 
pound starts to bite. 

By car industry standards 
the numbers are small but then 
you have to remember that a 
top of the range Sunseeker can 
cost a cool £2 million. Even the 
more moderate flybridge cruis- 
ers from the top builders such 
jJas Fairfine, Marine Protects 
”and Sealine can cost upwards 
of £200,000 so that boat building 
is now big business. 

Who can afford to buy these 
luxury yachts that gleam under 
the boat show lights? Ybu might 
think that they are just for the 
very rich who want to sit in the 
sophistication of Monte Carlo, 
the tax exiles who want to run 
to the sun. Well these represent 
some of the customers, hat the 
majority are successful busi- 
nessmen or executives who 


By dag Pike 

have sold up or are earning 
enough to have a powerboat as 
part of their new world where 
they start to enjoy life. Sun- 
seeker have supplied power- 
boats to many of the Grand Prix 
racing drivers including 
Michael Schumacher. But 
powerboats are not just for the 
rich and famous, there is a 
new adventure market devel- 
oping, and the rigid infla tables 


seas and explore remote coast- 
lines, just as 4-wheel drive own- 
ers don't all want to go off-road, 
but it is the image that counts. 
The RIB looks professional and 
it is also a safe and forgiving 
boat and this is what makes it 
attractive to many new en- 
trants to the power market. 

Picton Boats in South Wales 
is one of the few builders op- 
erating in both the sportsboats 
and RIB sectors and they re- 
port that for every sportsboat 


MOTOR BOATS 


which serve this market are the 
fastest growing sector of the 
marine industry. 

Rigid inflatables or RIBs 
were first developed 32 years 
ago as rescue boats for the 
RNLL Then they were adopt- 
ed by many professional oper- 
ators and now they have 
expanded into a vast leisure 
market with probably over 
100,000 new boats every year 
worldwide- If the big Sunseek- 
ers are the Rolls Royce of the 
yacht market, then the RIB is 
tbe 4-wheel drive equivalent, a 
boat which can go anywhere 
and do anything. NotaH owners- 
of RIBs want to go out in rough 


they build these days, they 
build three RIBs. This shows 
how the small powerboat mar- 
ket is changing. The RIB in- 
dustry is reaching maturity 
and it supports its own spe- 
cialist magazine and boat show 
but all the top builders will be 
at the London Show. 

Avon Inflatables. which was 
one of the pioneers, will be in- 
troducing a new range of 
leisure RIBs where the em- 
phasis is on colour and style. 
Delta, which previously con- 
centrated on tiie commercial 
markets, has introduced its 
Levanter range of leisure RIBs 
and Ribtec and Ribcraft offer 


UK Windsurfing culture 
coming into its own 


By bill Dawes 


FIFTEEN YEARS ago. wind- 
surfing was big business in the 
UK First appearing commer- 
cially in the US in the mid-sev- 
enties, the windsurfer quickly 
na ugh t the public imagina tion 
worldwide, and in the early 
eighties it seemed as though 

every other car cm the road had 
a board on the roofrack. In 
those days there was actually 
little alternative for anyone 
seeking an easQy accessible 
and available “adrenaline 
sport” - mountain biking, snow- 
boarding, rollerblading, 
pa ra glidin g- indoor climbing 
ami so many other modern ac- 
tion options were yet to hit the 
scene. 

cty The industry has spent the 
' years since that initial boom 
“downsizing” to a more realis- 
tic level. Although it will never 
return to the heady heights of 
those initial boom years, it still 
accounts for a multi-million 
pound share of the leisure ac- 
tivity market, with somewhere 
between a hundred thousand 
ami a quarter of a miffiem active 
participants in the UK It has 
learned to coexist with the 
newer adrenaline sport - in- 
deed, most windsurf retailers 
now also stock the goods for 
many -other action options, 
switching priorities according 
to the season. * 

While still largely run by ac- 
tive enthusiasts, the industry 
has become much more pro- 
fessional about its business, 
as has the sport in general. 
Windsurfing today looks very 
different to how it (fid in those 
eariy years. In Britain it is gov- 
erned by the Royal Y^chtingAs- 
sociation (RYA), who have put 
together what is widely re- 
garded as toe best t each i ng sys- 
tem in the world, particularly 
^ th regard to introducing chil- 
dren to the sport 

The RYA also manages com- 
petition training, with consid- 
erable success. An Olympic 
medal has proved elusive for 
our sailo rs as yet, although a 




Top UK professional Nigel Howell, showcasing the ability of UK Windsurfers in 
rough conditions off the coast of Three in tbe Inner Hebrides. John Carter 


squad. However; British sailors 
have really proved a force to be 
reckoned with in the realms of 
“funboarcT (high wind) com- 
petition, with racers such as 
Jamie Hawkins and Ross 
Williams regularly winning the 
Production board Wbrid Cham- 
pionships, and the brothers 
Nik and Ant Baker high in the 
top ten World Professional 
rankings. Nik has on several oc- 
casions won the British Wind- 


ately high number of World 
Championships. 

It also says something about 
the windsurfing conditions on 
offer here in the UK While the 
warm blue waters of the 
Mediterranean, Caribbean and 
Hawaii may provide much 
more appealing imagery and 
make for more comfortable 
leanring, the ocean swells and 
surf battering our western 
shores and low pressure sys- 


Windsurfing 


is hot outside the reach of our 
present lottery-funded Olympic 


surfing World Cup event at 
Brighton, and is also maity- 
times world Indoor windsurfing 
champion. 

’jMsuifinghasprored tobe 
another of the “minority 
sports" that Britain excels in 
but rarely gets reported on. It 
is no mean feat to do well on the 
windsurfing Professional Torn; 
which is exceptionally hard- 
fought with the top sailors 
making millions in prize money 
and sponsorship. 

It is a tribute to the im- 
mense talent and dedication of 
our safl'jrs and teaching sys- 
tems that the British contingent 
has won such a disproportion- 


terns all too regularly swelling 
in off the Atlantic give Britain 
• one of the most varied and 
testing windsurfing environ- 
ments on the planet If you can 
sail well in aD the conditions tbe 
UK can throw at you, you can 
sail well anywhere in the world! 

Windsurfing equipment has 
also improved dramatically 
since the spot first started The 
first boards were simply large 
lumps of polyethylene (wash- 
ing-up bowl material), whereas 
the latest designs feature 
space-age technology con- 
struction, utilising such exotic 
materials as carbon, kevlar 
and the most sophisticated 


epoxy resins, to produce an in- 
credibly light but tough hull. 
Sails have progressed from 
simple triangular pieces of 
doth to computer-designed 3- 
riimangirmal foils supported by 
carbon battens and rigged on 
carbon masts. 

These rigs are extremely 
light, provide extraordinary 
stability and can be used in an 
amazingly wide range of wind 
conditions. With such im- 
provements in every aspect of 
windsurfing equipment the 
sport is now far easier to learn, 
especially as modem boards 
are also much wider than those 
of yesteryear; which increases 
tile stability yet further 

Windsurfing is now very 
much ayeaMoimd sport How- 
ever the sport tentte to go feir- 
ty low profile through the winter 
and starts property in March at 
the Windsurf and Sailboat ex- 
hibition at Alexandra Palace 
which will be the first real op- 
portunity to see all the new 1 999 
product line-ups from the major 
brands 

Fbr more information on 
any aspect of windsurfing con- 
tact the RYA on 01703 627400. 
Bin Dawes is the editor of UK's 
Boards Windsurfing Magazine, 


of water. And. for those with 
deep enough pockets and an ad- 
venturous bent there are now 
holidays in the Polynesian is- 
lands of the south Pacific, in the 
Seychelles, Australia, New 
Zealand and islands like Tonga, 
and you can even negotiate a 25 
per cent discount if you can 


leave immediately for SunsaiFs 
latest set-up in Antigua. The 
Moorings has a huge fleet in the 
Caribbean. 

Not surprisingly, the cus- 
tomers have become more de- 
manding. Boats tend to be 
bigger than the S3 or 26 foot 
cruisers on which people start- 
ed. A first dass infrastructure 
has to deal not only with mak- 
ing notoriously unreliable char- 
ter flights into a smooth 
transfer, but ensuring that all 
the right foods are available for 
those buffet breakfasts and 
that, if a mast breaks, a re- 
placement can be fitted in 24 
hours. 

Staffing the fleets an clubs is 
also a problem as, for instance, 
Sunsail offer RYA-qualified in- 
structors, qualified nannies for 


the under-twos and all sorts of 
skills in between. Keeping the 
turnover to the minimum and 
the quality up is a major man- 
agerial task. As in every other 
walk of life, consumers are 
being encouraged to complain 
more and more. 

With a huge amount of kit to 
play with, prices are still rea- 
sonable. About GBP650 per 
person for two weeks halfboard 
at one of S unsail’s Greek dubs, 
rising to GBPi,i95 at the height 
of school summer holidays. 
Those prices would GBPl.140 
to GBP&200 in the Caribbean, 
Charters in the Caribbean 
range from GBP715 per person 
to GBPl.715 (at Chris tmas ) for 
two weeks in a 34-footer and 
GBP428 to GBPl .078 for a sim- 
ilar deal in the Mediterranean 


But the dubs have proved 
popular because it allows each 
member of the family to do 
what they want, often within 
their own age group. Sunsail 
offer a Penguin Club from 2 -4s, 
Sea Urchins from 5 - 7, Junior 
Gybers from 8 - 12, and Beach 
Team from 13 - 16. Each has its 
own programme, meaning that 
the young are looked after 
every day from 9.30ara to 
5.00pm, and each is free with- 
in the cost of the holiday. Older 
teens can look after them- 
selves . 

But for those who think lying 
on a beach or messing about 
dose to the shore is all too 
wimpish for words, take note 
even if the thought of doing 
nothing doesn't appeal to you - 
the price will 


both production and custom de- 
signs. South Coast RIBs will be 
introducing its new Ribeye 
range in March which not only 
indudes a range of stylish RIBs 
but also all the dothing and ac- 
cessories to go with the RIB 
lifestyle. 

The sportsboat market is 
still veiy much alive and the 
main British builders are 
Fletcher and Shakespeare. 
These British builders are fee- 
ing a major challenge mainly 
from American imports. In the 
U.S, sportsboats are built in 
huge numbers, thus quantity 
building keeps prices down. 
These US boats not only have 
a very dashing style but they 
are also price competitive, par- 
ticularly with the pound at its 
current high level 

The high pound is also hurt- 
ing the major British builders 
who rely heavily on exports. It 
hits British builders in two 
ways: making their products 
more expensive in overseas 
markets and also attracting 
cheap imports from Europe 
and the U.S. to compete with 
them on home territory. 

U.S. builders Baytiner and 
Sea Ray may be bigger in terms 
of numbers, but Marine Pro- 
jects and Sunseeker is one of 



A highlight of this year’s Sunseeker models: The Predator SO 


the largest in the Poole area. 
Both employ dose to 1000 peo- 
ple and spend a considerable 
part of their turnover on re- 
search and development for 
new models. Sunseeker In- 
ternational reports a turnover 
of £74 million last year and is ex- 
panding its production fedfities 
to accommodate larger motor 
yachts than its current flag- 
ships, the Manhattan 80 and the 
Predator 80. 

This year, Sunseeker will 


have tbe largest motor yacht 
ever exhibited on its stand at 
the London Show. Tbe Man- 
hattan 74 may be the smaller 
sister of the 80, but it will look 
huge in the confines of Earls 
Court Getting it there will be 
a logistics nightmare, but its 
curvaceous design is a trend- 
setter with a top speed of 35 
knots and luxury to match. 

Fbr those wanting real per- 
formance, the Maris II Super- 
hawk 48 from Sunseeker offers 


speeds up to 60 knots. Dor the 
more cautious, there are a 
whole range of new designs 
down includin g the comfortable 
Camargue 44. 

Aiso, we will see major Ital- 
ian builder Ferre tti exhibiting 
53 flybridge cruiser for the first 
time at London and other Ital- 
ian builders such as Azimut and 
Cranchi are also looking for in- 
creased sales. 

Whilst much attention has 
been focused on the target; 


Dag Pike 


high performance motor 
yachts, other builders are hav- 
ing a fresh look at ientxy level' 
boats which appeal to first time 
buyers. Fairfine which builds 
yachts up to 65 feet, will be in- 
troducing the Taiga SO at Lon- 
don which offers excellent 
value for money. 

As the car market becomes 
increasingly regulated, power- 
boats offer a for m of escape 
which cannot be matched by 
anything else. 
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7 T "Somewhere 750 miles east of 

South America was a yacht with its mast snapped 
and engines failed, leaving the crew drifting and in real trouble. As an Operator 
Mechanic it was part of my job to track down the yacht's co-ordinates to direct 
the Lynx helicopter towards them fast. Because if we didn’t get them the sharks 
would.” Last year the Royal Navy located and helped save over 1,400 lives at sea. 
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Hard days but better than cheating and spite 


WHENEVER FOOTBALL matches 
from the distant past are shown on 
television someone is sure to say 
that forms of aggression then con- 
sidered permissible would be 
severely punished in the present di- 
mate. 

For example, when looking back 
recently on the ferociously con- 
tested FA Cup final replay between 
Chelsea and Leeds United at Old 
Trafford in 1970, a prominent figure 
among referees pointed out five in- 
cidents that would today bring 

ahrait instant 

Ebotball was meant to be a hard 
game. This was once stated without 
fear of contradiction on the unim- 
peachable authority of the hard men 
themselves. They kept repeating it 



Ken Jones 


to remind themselves that nobody on 
the field of play could be trusted. 

Nowadays football is not one 
thing or another. Not as rough as 
many old players remember but so 
at odds with Fife’s misguided 
attempt at redudngphysical contact 


that cheatmgand spite have become 
commonplace. 

Once rare, elbowing incidents are 
on the increase along with the 
^lirt-pullmgthatwasahli^oalast 
summer’s World Cup finals. 

It is a matter of individual opin- 
ion whether attitudes in football 
have changed for the better but a 
view held personally is that . the old 
ways were somehow better 

Take the commotion caused this 
week by Arsenal’s refusal to con- 
cede that Fabian Caballero was 
guilty of violent conduct when flat- 
tening Eyan Kidd with an upraised 
aim duri^ a third-round FA Cup tie 
at Preston. 

Coming so soon after Patrick 
Vieira's dismissal for flinging an 


elbow at Neil Redfeam of Chariton, 
it implied that little has been done 
to correct Arsenal's frightful disci- 
plinary record -18 players sent off 
- under Ars&oe Wenger’s manage- 
ment 

Doubtless Hiigj and similar con- 
troversies, will be on the agenda at 
a meeting to be held shortly 
between Premier League man- 
agers and referees. Both sides 
could put the point that advance- 
ments in speed and general fitness 
have made it impossible to arrive at 
an equitable conclusion. 

As 1 remember it, most referees 
accepted that there is a line so fine 
as to be alm ost w miigtingnvfoahte 
between the viciously callous and 
the coldly competent 


That today’s crop get much more 

hotly exercised about tussles for tibe 
hail js largely due to Fife’s loose 
thinking, but gaps in the education 
of players must also be taken into 
consideration. Anyone who has 
been around football long enough to 
have seen some of the greatest de- 
fenders cannot fail to arrive at the 
conclusion that not many of today’s 

heroes have been properly schooled 

in the art of efispossession. 

Statistics might disprove it, but 
the impression here is that not 
many defenders in the Premier 
League are worth the money they 
are getting. 

It is not their fault that they are 
indoctrinated in a different code to 
their predecessors, but spite is no 


way to compensate for technical 
shortcomings. 

Myths can grow tall in three or 
four decades but, as many can tes- 
tify, the game back then was un- 
questionahfy harden This applied as 
much to some fabled at t ackers as 
it did to tough defenders. 

A few days ago I was in conver- 
sation about this with Maurice Set- 
ters, who turned out for Manchester 
United in the 1963 FA Gup final and 
was assistant manger of the Republic 

of Ireland under Jack Chariton. 

Setters, who is now employed by 
the Premier League’s coaching de- 
partment, said: *A big difference in 
my time was that a lot more players 
hart grown up in a bard school and 
knew how to take care of themselves. 


“I cringe when I see guys lung- 
ing in now, asking to be hurt, not 
having much of a due about pro- 
tecting themselves.'’ 

An extremely hard player him- 
self, Setters recalled that caution 
was advisable when co mi ng up 
against some of his day’s famed 
attackers. 

"They didn’t go looking for trou- 
ble," he said, “but hying to ratimjdate 
them was just asking for trouble. 

"Now it’s all pathetic shirt- 
pulling, cheating for free-kicks and 
spiteful elbowing Things have come 
into English football that were onoe 
totally foreign to our way of playing.” 

As for the sight ofa genuine bard 
the species in English football 
is almost extinct 



After 35 years In the sport Bob Champion. 50, is positive about his future: Til cope, iU survive. Fli bounce back, don’t you worry about that I’m not just going to lie down and die' Trevor Jones 

Champion still beating the odds 


WHEN HE has heard the loudest ap- 
plause the silence must be strange 
for Bob Champion. It was a quiet 
Christmas at the trainer’s New- 
market yard because the horses 
have gone now. Robert Champion 
MBE, the conqueror of cancer and 
Aintree, wifl no longer be a racehorse 
trainer at the end of the month. After 
35 years in the sport he is retiring. 

There will be no tears, though, 
from Bob Champion. He knows 
there are more important things to 
save them foe Indeed, at the same 
time as Champion’s trainer’s licence 
lapses he will, once again, point his 
car south towards the Rojal Mars- 
den Hospital in Surrey for an annual 
check-up. 

Doctors will conduct blood tests 
and take x-rays to determine 
whether Champion's body continues 
to be free of the cancer he beat 20 
years ago. Each year the prospect 
terrifies him and, as soon as he turns 
off the M25 towards Sutton, he feels 
the smell of chemotherapy come all 
over him. 1 can't sleep for two 
weeks before I go," he says. “I 
never take anything for granted. It’s 
still a great worry. It's going to be 
quite a month for me." 

As the season might suggest, a lit- 
tle pantomime is played out each 
time medical staff emerge to give 
Champion Ms results. Tm sure 
they come in deliberately looking 
miserable,*' he says. “They know 
how much I worry and they string 


Having beaten cancer and ridden Aldaniti to Grand National fame the jockey turned 
trainer faces an uncertain future after handing in his licence. By Richard Edmondson 


U out, asking me how my charity is 
doing, before they eventually put me 
out of my misery." 

The end came for Champion's 16- 
year training career when he started 
to do some sums. His best season 
was the 1964-85 campaign, in which 
he saddled li winners. After that he 
did not manage double figures again. 
Eventually, his career was killed by 
financial strang ulatio n 

“I broke even over the last two or 
three years purely because I kept the 


numbers down," he says. “Look 
how many others have stopped re- 
cently, the likes of Lynda Ramsden, 
Geoff Oldroyd, Charlie Brooks, Julie 
Cecil and Lord Huntingdon, so it’s 
not just me. It's becoming a trend. 

“At the time I decided to retire 1 
did a calculation about Martin Pipe, 
a great trainee He had won 61 races 
by then and was well dear of any- 
one else with horses which had 
earned £199,000 win and place. With 
his percentage that gave him 



Joy as Champion lands the 1981 Grand National on Aldaniti 


£18,000, which is what I would reck- 
on to be the profit as the training 
fee is cancelled out by the costs. So 
he didn't earn that much and he’s 
meant to be the best What chance 
have the rest of us got?” 

Bob Champion himself was given 
little chance when he was first 
diagnosed with testicular cancer in 
1979. There are not many harder 
men around than National Hunt 
jockeys but Champion tells you that 
m this occasion he was frightened 
by a single word in the dictionary. 
The jockey endured operations and 
chemotherapy which became so 
pamfiil that ho hggnn to wish he hart 
been killed on the racecourse. 

He was pulled through parity by 
a dream he had replayed since child- 
hood. As a bey, wee Bob would set 
his mates sniggering at the picture 
house as they watched Pathe News’ 
reports of the Grand National Young 
Robert told his gi gg lin g audience it 
was a race he too would win. 

Well, he did the hard bit by 
becoming a jockey and then, one day, 
his orbit collided with that ofa tough 
old chestnut called Aldaniti. He was 
not the fastest of horses, an animal 
wracked by tendon problems, but the 
gelding possessed a fighter's tem- 
perament He would gallop through 


razes 1 wire if required and Champion 
always considered him a National 
horse. It was a belief which sustained 
him through the darkest moments. 

On 4 April, 198L Aldaniti and 
Bob Champion went to post with 38 
others at Aintree. Several minutes 
later both their lives had changed 
irrevocably. In the wake of victory, 
cheques from all over the world 
started landing at the Royal Mars- 
den, simply care of Bob Champion, 
some just to “the jockey". The Bob 
Champion Cancer Trust was born. 
From its inception dose to £7m has 
been collected for cancer research 
and the eponymous fundraiser has 
become much more than just 
another retired jockey. 

“Some aspects of ray life have got 
a lot harder, but hopefully the Can- 
cer ^ Uust has helped a lot of people," 
Champion says. “Fbr the little bit of 
privacy I have lost from my personal 
life it's not a big price to pay to help 


these people who are fighting. Every 
life we can prolong, every life we can 
save, makes me feel chuffed to bits." 

Champion saw the end of Aldan- 
iti almost two years ago when the old 
horse died aged 26. and in three 
weeks’ time he will witness the ter- 
mination of his careen He hopes to 
remain at the Cleveland House yard 
be purchased over two years ago and 

rent out the 24 boxes. “It’s a bit qui- 
eter round here now,” he says, “but 
I still throw my leg over a horse in 
the mornings.” 

Bob Champion is 50 now and 
there are the nicks about his face 
which remind you of his former 
careen Champion has been divorced 
twice by women who claimed that 
while their former spouse may have 
been saved by the angels he did not 
fit readily into their company The ex- 
trainer does not know what is com- 
ing next, but he has no fear “I've got 
a few possibilities but nothing cer- 
tain at the moment," Champion 
says. “But I'll cope. HI survive. Ill 
bounce back, don'tyou worry about 
that I’m not just going to lie down 
and die.” We know. 


Fury at 
Tyson’s 
‘Botha 
to die’ 


TOMORROW 

ATTEMPTING TO TAME THE TIGERS: BARKING, 
RUGBY UNION’S WOULD-BE GIANT-KILLERS 


BOXING 


BY SIMON STONE 
and Mark Stanifokth 

MIKE TYSON has shocked the box- 
ing worldly saying that he “expects 
Francois Botha to die” in their fight 
in Las Vegas later this month. 

During a press conference on 
Tuesday night, Tyson's anger got the 
better of him once again as he gave 
short answers and ended with an 
obscenity-ridden rant The Ameri- 
can former heavyweight world 
champion and the South African 
Botha meet on 16 January in 
Tyson’s first fight since being 
banned for biting Evander Holy- 
field’s ear in 1997. 

In his most outspoken stat ement , 
Tyson said: “Absolutely ! am going 
right at him and I expect him to go 
down cold. I expect him to die.” 

Tyson’s return to the ring already 
promises to be short-lived. He plead- 
ed no contest on assault charges 
stemming from an August traffic 
accident in Maryland, and feces up 
to 20 years in jail. 

Asked if be thought he would be 
able to avoid trouble that long, Tyson 
said: “1 don't know anybody who 
stays out of trouble for 20 years. I 
may not live for 20 years.” 

The uncertainty has clouded 
Tyson’s boxing future, but talk has 
inevitably moved on to the prospect 
of Tyson meeting the winner of 
March's u nifi ca t ion bout between 
Holyfield and Lennox Lewis. 

‘It is one fight at a time, one fight 
at a time,” Tyson said “Lets just get 

through this one, then I will answer 
questions about the next” 

Even before his first fight back 
from exile, Tyson has run into 
trouble, and the backlash ngning* 
him has started. Henry Cooper; the 
former British heavyweight champ- 
ion, said 1 “I just cant understand why 
boxers persist in making these state- 
ments. Tyson is not a kid anymore 
and he knows that people do get 
killed in the ring. If it happ en.^ it only 
fuels the anti-boxing arguments.” 

“Money is the god now," Cooper 
added. “When l went into the ring I 
wanted to prove I was the better 
fighter; not to kill someone. Fighters 
seem to think they have to mafep 
statements like these to sell their 
rontests, bull don't recall Joe Louis 
saying anything like that 
“There used to be a certain dig- 
nity within fighters, each pitting 
their skills ag a i n st the other Sadly, 
those days are long gone.” 

The veteran British promoter 
aad former fighter Mickey Duff 
echoed Cooper's views, and claimed 
tyson should have his licence to fight 
removed. “Statements like these 
fre detrimental to boxers and box- 
^SMd only add more weight to the 
anti-boxing lobby,’ 1 he said. “I had 69 
professional fights and Inever want- 
ed to tall anyone. 

It is particularly unfortunate 
coming so soon after the death of 
Jeny Quarry it is bad for his mem- 
ory. People are entitled to be allowed 

?0to?fe^™ SbUt50mettaestt ^ r 
Britain’s former world flyweight 
Charife Magri, reacted 
to 1 ^ s ° n ' s words. “If you 
h * boxing to survive, you will 
hereto do it without Mike Tyson,” ^ 

noi^K^u 00 * 1 the game at one 
but the sooner he has his fi- 
ceuce taken away the better. 

mint* X ^, about winning on 
and knocking peopleout- not 

Kfnh.rt?’ "PS 1 * added, "fyson 
J2JS * ^ “d* whenever he fights 
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New faces for 1999: 
Julie Pratt (left) 
is showing the 
tenacity of her 
famous clubmate 
as she fights back 
from an early upset 
By Mike Rowbottom 
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AMONG THE many success sto- 
ries of 1998 for British athletics, 
that of a junior athlete bears re- 
examination. You could call it 
the Kail and Rise of Julie Pratt 

In the summer erf 1997, at the 
0 European Junior Champi- 
onships, she had led at the 
final barrier in the 100 metre 
hurdles final only to fall with 
such force that she grazed her- 
self from head to toe. 

A year on, the 19-year-old 
Essex girt made the most of her 
final opportunity of racing at 
junior level when she won the 
world title in Annecy, France, 
againsta field that included four 
competitors who had run faster 
than her best of 1332sec. 

Both Pratt and the silver 
medallist, Hongwei Sim of 
. China, were timed at 13.75sec, 
edging out the Chinese entrant 
Hongwei Sun, who had a best 
Of 12.9*2. 

That the runners got away 
after four false starts in teem- 
ing rain may have helped Pratt 
achieve her ambition. “It was 
absolutely terrible weather;" 
she said. “When I woke up that 
morning I could see that it was 
going to be awfuL But it didn’t 
realty bother me, because I 
was used to running in the 
rain!" , " 


After getting an outstanding 
start, Pratt found herself level 
with the Chinese girl with two 
barriers left. “When I cleared 
the last hurdle 7 just dosed my 
eyes and went far the line," she 
skid. “I didn’t know Td won until 
I heard the announcement." 
The news prompted loud cele- 
bration in the stand from 
Pratt’s parents. David and 
Arlene. “It was very emotional," 
recalled Pratt, who now faces 
the tricky challenge of a tran- 
sition from junior to senior 
ranks. 

Pratt is following in a long 
line of Essex Ladies’ athletes 
who have excelled over the 
hurdles. There was Wendy Jeal 
who took silver behind Gun- 
nell's gold in the 1986 Com- 
monwealth sprint hurdles, 
Gladys Taylor; Jean Desforges 
and Edie Peacock. And. of 
course, there was SaDy Gunnell 
the most successful British 
female athlete in history. 

Brenda WUmot. who has 
been associated with Essex 
Ladies as an athlete and vol- 
unteer far more than 40 years, 
has a clear memory of the 
impact that the ll-year-old 
Pratt made on the dub when 
she began training there - and 
it was not huge. 



Back on track: Julie Pratt puts in a hard training session at Braintree (above) and proudly displays her world junior championship winner’s medal Peter Jay 


“She was a tot of a thing," 
Wilmot said. “She did not have 
the brilliant star quality that one 
or two of the other girls had, but 
she beavered away. 

“When you have enormous 
natural talent, the temptation 
is just to get by on talent Many 
of the very promising girls fell 
by the wayside because they 
couldn't work hard. But Julie is 
a very determined character 
who keeps her eyes fixed on the 
target. 

“She has gof the" sort of 


tenacity that Salty had. There 
are definitely similarities 
between the two." 

The tot grown now to 5ft 6in, 
accepts that self-discipline is 
one of her strongest assets. The 
Chelmsford-based athlete onty 
meets up with her coach, lan 
Grant at weekends when he 
travels from his home in Swin- 
don to oversee her technical 
work, fbr the rest of the week 
Pratt is reliant on herself. 

“1 have to follow Ian’s train- 
ing schedules and make sure I 


do all the work properly," she 
said “That takes a certain level 
of discipline.’’ She also gives 
credit to her first coach, Les 
Corder fbr being careful to 
bring her along gradually, lim- 
iting her outings to races 
against those of her own age. 

“A lot of other girls in my age 
group were racin g regularly 
against older competitors, 
which was tiring and some- 
times demoralising." 

As you might expect, Gunnell 
has been a source of inspiration 


and encouragement to the 
young clubmate who followed 
in her steps. In 1995. when 
Gunnell was Olympic, world, 
European and Commonwealth 
400m hurdles champion - world 
record holder, too - she took a 
group of 10 promising young 
athletes, of whom Pratt was 
one, for a training trip in 
Portugal. 

“She told us all to believe in 
ourselves," Pratt said. “She 
said if we could do that we could 
make it all the way. She’s a very 


down-to-earth person, and 
when she came along and 
started winning everything it 
made all the British women in 
athletics realise that they could 
mix it with everyone and show 
the rest of the world what they 
could do." 

Pratt's hopes of showing the 
world her full potential will be 
enhanced in 1999 by the second 
European under-23 champi- 
onships, to be held in Gothen- 
burg, where she wfll attempt to 
consolidate her success. 


Although Pratt intends to 
contest the senior world cham- 
pionship trials, she is looking 
beyond 1999 to the 2000 
Olympics as a more realistic 
focus for senior achievement 
Pratt’s victory in France * 
earned her the title of junior 
female athlete of the year from 
Britain’s athletics writers. It 
would be nice to think she 
could figure again in the near 
future when the time comes to 
assess the best of British 
talent 


Kosir’s conquest of home peak 


JURE KQSIR of Slovenia fulfilled 
his childhood dream with a 
\& Qme v * ctoi y i* 1 a World Cup 
*lalom in front of 10,000 fans in 
Kranjska Gora yesterday. 

Kosir, whose onty other 
World Cup win came in 
Madonna di Campiglio in 1994, 
repelled the challenge of the 
Austrians to produce a two-run 
aggregate time of lmin 
37.22sec. The man from the 
nearby town of Mcrjstana thus 
became the third Slovenian to 
win a slalom in Kranjska Gora. 
Bqjan Krizaj managed the feat 


SKIING 


in 1982 and 1986 and RokPetro- 
vic won in 1985. 

Kosir; 26, was speechless 
after the triumph as fans cele- 
brated loudly and carried him 
on their shoulders through the 
finish area. “I have been skiing 
on this slope since 1 was a kid. 
1 always dreamed of winning 
here. This is the biggest thing 
to have happened in my life,” he 
said. “I always imagined skiing 
through the finish line and win- 
ning and what the crowds 


would be like and how they 
would cheer This is what hap- 
pened today, and it is like a 
dream." 

The veteran Thomas Stan- 
gasszngerwas second in 1:37.48 
ahead of his fellow Austrian 
Benjamin Raich, a 20-year-old 
World Cup newcomer who 
made a staggering improve- 
ment on his first run to move 
up from 16th to third in 1:37.79. 

Raich's result was a sur- 
prise, as was the fourth place 
of another young Austrian, the 
21-year-old Rainer SchSnfeidei; 


who recorded the fastest sec- 
ond-run time -nearly three sec- 
onds quicker than that of Kosir 
- for an overall 1:37.85 after 
lying 27th in the first leg. 

Thomas Sykura, Austria's 
leading figure in slalom, and the 
discipline's World Cup champ- 
ion for the past two years, suf- 
fered a career-threatening 
injuiy before the race. He hurt 
his left knee in the pre-race 
warm-up, tearing the tendon he 
had surgery on in late 
November, 

Results, Digest, page 27 
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Hit our batsmen 
in the pocket 

Sir: Once again the England 
hatgrr ie n have let us down. 
What is noticeable about 
them is that in the domestic 
game they are no longer 
run-hungry and so they are 
not prepared to play long in- 
nings at Ifest level 

When I first watched 
. cricket more than 50 years 
ago, the Test batsmen usual- 
ly figured in the top 10 of the 
season's averages. This was 
true up to the end of the 
Boycott era. Now they are 
so laid back they cannot be 
bothered to appty them- 
selves (onty one batsman ap- 
peared in the top 20 last 
season). 

Perhaps it is time to adopt 
the Ryder Cup selection sys- 
tem. If you are not in the top 
10 in the averages, you will 
net be picked. They would 
soon start performing to 
protect their pay packets. 

A J HOLLAND' 

Tunbridge Wfetis, Kewt 

Sin After England's win in 
the.fburth Test there has 
been a lot of comment on the 
so-called Barmy Army who 
“siqjport” England. These 
people are nothing more 


than thuggish louts who turn 
up and chant mindless trash 
all dax but know nothing 
about the game. They then 
go to the pubs and get 
stoned out of their mind, 
making life unpleasant fbr 
law-abiding citizens. The 
rubbish that now follows the 
England cricket team 
abroad and to some extent 
at home should be dealt with 
by the authorities so we can 
go to cricket again in peace. 

If cricket does not want to go 
the same way as football it 
should get rid of these hooli- 
gans. 

HOWARD CONWAY 
Jljbrd, Essex 

Sin Surely someone must 
have noticed that all the 
countries that have better 
cricket teams than ours- 
that is, every other cricket- 
ing nation -also have better . 
weather conditions: hot and 
sunny! 

The only place where we 
get anywhere near to parity 
is on toe green, green, 
grass of home. Witness toe 
fortunate win last “sum- 
mer” against the South 
Africans. 

The solution is either to 
base our team in a place 
where the weather allows 
them to play 365 days a yean 


or to build English cricket 
grounds within a controlled 
weather environment - a 
sort of Center Parks of crick- 
et! 

Dour; inclement weather 
breeds a dour, under-per- 
forming team. 

JBSHEAD 
Boston, Lines 

Sir. The Independent com- 
piler of cricket scorecards 
for the Ashes Tests was Jo 
King. If only she were. 

TOM SAUL 
London 

Pontypool fans 
can you help? 

Sir: Pontypool Rugby Bbot- 
ball Chib has great tradi- 
tions and history. We hope to 
create a Pontypool RFC mu- 
seum in toe near future 
which we believe could be 
an attraction for visitors to 
next year's World Cup. If 
anyone has anything relat- 
ing to the dub -pho- 
tographs, caps, jerseys, 
programmes, etc - and 
wishes to donate or lend 
them to toe dub for inclu- 
sion in toe museum, please 
contact me. I would also like 
to hear from families of for- 
mer players - particularly 
ex- internationals. You will. 


of course, be acknowledged 
in the museum if you wish. 
You can contact me at 
St Dunstans, Commercial 
Street, Pontypool Torfaen, 
South Whies, NP4 5JE. 

R RIDDICK 
museum co-ordinator 

Sir Elton talks 
a good game 

Sir How refreshing it was to 
read the comments by Sir 
Elton John which were re- 
ported in Glenn Moore's ar- 
ticle 123 December). With 
farther opportunities, I feel 
be could have a beneficial in- 
fluence on the game. 

PAUL UNDERWOOD 
Harrow 

Jonathan is a 
true champion 

Sir I was disappointed you 
onty gave our sew JPbnnula 
One world powerboat cham- 
pion, Jonathan Jones, a few 
lines and ran a full article 
about Steve Curtis winning a 
different title far the third 
time in a Norwegian boat 
Jonathan won his title for 
the fourth time and should 
have been given greater 
credit far fas achievement. 
CLIVE RICHARDSON 
UandysuL Cardiganshire 
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Sheikh’s colours may fade out 


SHEIKH MOHAMMED’S con- 
tinued fixation with establish- 
ing Godolphin as the premier 
racing unit in the world may 
mean that his personal maroon 
and white silks - for long the 
sport’s dominant colours -may 
disappear entirely. 

Three trainers - Mark John- 
ston, Barry Hills and Luca. 
Cumani - have been dropped 
from the roster this season as 
the number of juveniles sent 
into training and bearing the 
maroon and white livery grad- 
ually dries up. 

Sheikh Mohammed win have 
178 two-year-olds in his per- 
sonal colours this year; spread 
between John Gosden and Sir 
Michael Stoute in this country, 
plus John Oxx in Ireland and 
Andre Ehbre in France. That 
figure is down from 246 last year 
and if the decrease continued 
at that rate the Sheikh Mo- 
hammed colours could be ren- 
dered extinct in three seasons. 

The Sheikh has become in- 
creasingly entranced with 
Godolpbm ever smce the espei> 
iment of wintering horses in his 
native Dubai before returning 
them to Europe began seven 
years ago. He gains particular 
pleasure from seeing his string 
on a daily basis in the Emirates 
and the consequent increased 
input he hay to their training. 


BY RICHARD EDMONDSON 

But as Godolphin has 
thrived, his personal Dailey 
organisation has appeared lit- 
tle more than a feeder station 
for the boys in Royal blue. 
“Sheikh Mohammed particu- 
larly enjoys the Godolphin op- 
eration and Dailey appears 
increasingly like a prorider of 
horses for Godolphin,*' Cumani 
said yesterday. “The emphasis 
is more and more Godolphin 
and less and less Dariey and it 
may be that one day it wiD be 
wound up completely" 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
Nap: Hi Hedley 
(Market Rasen 1.10) 
NB: Coppeen Jewel 
(Market Rasen 3.15) 


Cumani has eqjoyed great 
success with the Sheikh, most 
notably Barathea's victory in 
the 1994 Breeders’ Cup Mile at 
Churchill Downs. “We have 
bad good horses from him be- 
fore, for which we are grateful, 
and we will carry on with what 
is left, I presume, until they are 
finished,” the trainer added. 

“It is sad not to have horses 
from Shmkh Mohammed but 
one understands why. I draft be- 
lieve it is for any hidden, reason 


Malta loses standing 
in Gold Cup market 


CYTORMAKEA. has been eased 
in Cheltenham Gold Cup bet- 
ting m the wate of the news that 
he is also to be entered for the 
Champion Chase and that the 
two-mile event may be his Fes- 
tival target The Martin Pipe- 
trained gelding is now 10-1 
from 8-1 with William Hill, who 
have shortened Florida Peari to 
4-1 from 0-2. 

Fans of Venetia W illiams , 
who trains the Gold Cup fav- 
ourite, Tee ton M3I, have taken 
the 33-1 about her Stretarez, a 
Group-race winner on the Flat 
for the Champion Hurdle and 
he is in to 20-1 with Hills . 

Double Thriller; the former 
hunter chaser who is the last 
horse to have beaten Teeton 
MiD and is now in the care of 
Paul Nicholls, was yesterday 
well backed with Coral for the 
Gold Cup. They have cut him to 
33-1 from 50-1 and report sig- 


nificant sums for three runners, 
impulsive Dream, Slaney Na- 
tive and Mykon Gold in Satur- 
day's Ladbroke Hurdle at 
Leopardstown. 

They have trimmed Impul- 
sive Dream to 10-1 from li-L 
Slaney Native to 12-1 from 14-1, 
and Mykon Gold to 14-1 from 
16-1. 
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RESULTS 


WOLVERHAMPTON 

Gong: Standard 
1 - 00 : (61 amateurs handfcap) 


1. ANOTHER NIGHTMARE- 


_Uk C WWams 2S-1 
I R Clark 13-2 


2 -TakhfcJ. 

3. Theatre Magic-Mrs S Boeley 1 1-10 lav 
Also: 6- 1 Gamock VMey (4th). Marbndate. 
9-1 Bashful Bram. 14-1 Chafaz (Stti). IB-1 
Astral Invader (6th). 33-1 Bataftander. 
9ran.T/», Yk,\AVh, ’/• (wtaner bey mare 
by Treasure Kay ouf of Carange. trained by 
0 Barker, at RKhmond, for GM Engineer- 
rgV TW * win 52650; place* £450, EV7Q. 
C170 DR E7&40. CSf: £16697. Tricast: 
cmoa 

1-30: (81 amateur* handicap) 

1- BAPTISMAL ROCK 


MfsaCHautafard 2 -ieav 

2. Young Bigwig Mas R dark 10-1 

3. Present ‘N Correct -Msa C &yan 10-1 
A taw 7-2 Mary Jane (5th), 4-1 Muta- 
sawwar (4th), 8-1 Sfc Cottage; Wl Little 
tom (CKhJ. 16-: Plying Ttaieh. 33-1 Paiace- 
gate Gold 

9 ran. 2, I 1 /., nk. I 1 /.. */■ [winner chestnut 
getting ty Bated Rock out at Raver From 
Weave n, framed by A Newoomba, Banv 
staple, for M Patel). Tote: £2.70: £160, 
E26Q £280. DF: 52120 CSF: £2276 Tn- 
cast £15454. 

250: (kn 11 79yda sefttg stakes) 

1. ROFFEY SPINNEY — Barry Smith 9-2 

2. Monchan (a S Rtghton 3-1 

3. HyperiCO S Whi two rt h 6-1 

Also: n-4 fav Porte Sophie (5th). 5-1 Kare- 
tme Kate 6-1 PUwee (484. 8-1 SokSer Cora 
(61fi). 20-1 Domngton. 25-1 Gad Yakoua 
9 ran. a \ 'h. X 3 (wanner cftesmui gold- 
ing by Mamrctaa out at Crossed Lire, 
iravrad by J 0*91 tytesbuy far Alai Spa-- 
go Ltd). Hjto: win £820; places C58Q £12Q 
Elia DF: ET296Q CSF: 0937. No tad far the 
wrrec After a stewards’ faqra* res/t stood. 

250: (kn iQOyda maiden stakes) 

1. VIOLET ANJchoHa 10-11 tav 

2. Air Of Esteem Data Gibson 12-1 

3. Bruit Stream. — J Farming 7-1 

Also: 6-1 Tbneem 154! Aknazhar (5th), 12-1 
FUtamra, Two On The Bridge (6th). 20-1 
Distant BeJte, 25-1 Dortt Ytary Mte. 33-1 
Dovedon Tinas. Seven O Sevan (4th). SoF 
(ter. Wkf Tinea. 

13 ran. 7. aht-hd, X 'A, •/« tenner bay Iffly 
by Mukaddamah out o t Saenno's Choice. 
trained by Lord Huntingdon. Meat (Way. for 
An^a Bloodstock). Tmsc win £2.10; places 
CV8G £240, £130 DF: £510 CSF: £1275. 

3-00: (kn 100yds hantfleap) 

1. BARON DE PtCHON _J Outan 3-1 

2. Love D iam onds .A Htcpatrick 11-4 tiv 

3. Tbp Fit W Ryan 4-1 

Afco: 92 WTdFTitt (5!h), 7-1 MsaTate (Oft). 
12-1 Sunset Lad* wi Utra Calm (4th). 

7 ran. V/t. I 1 /*, 4, a l‘/« Wrimar bay colt 
by Pmt&no out of Ariadne, trained by N 
Littmoden Wot wrtwmpt on. for DGH Part- 
nerafm) into: win £330: places £130 
£190 OF: £860 CSF: Ettoa TricasC £2968 
Tnfecta: £4800 NR: Jeftybeen. 

350: fim 4f handcap) 

1. FAILED TO HIT J Wo 4-1 

2. Skxn — Dean McKaown 7-1 

3. Dancing Rto M Dcbbutt 3-4 fav 

Atast 3-1 Afcahfo(«h), 6-1 Massed (5th). 
20-1 Twfight Sleep (6th). 

6 ran. 0 s. a 16. tet (wtaner bay gelding 
by Warrshan out of Missed Agate, trarad 
by N Uttmoden, VMatverhampfon tor M C 
S D Racing). Dote: win £690: places £200 
£250 DF: £2390 CSF: £3027. TncasC 
£4999 NRs: Count Basle. Mender® 
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4JXJ: (vn 11 79yds seffrg stakes) 

1. ARQSH J Edmunds 4-1 

2. Burning T G McLeugMn 5-4 (*v 

3. Zahran _C Carver 12-1 

Also: 5-2 Melt The Clouds (5th). 9-1 Alez 
Cyrano (6th). 12-1 Fiancescab Fo*y. 14-1 
Classic Colours (4th). 25-1 Mercury. 

B ran. 4, 10 5. S 7 (Winner boy mars by 
Kaon out of Cool Combination, trained by 
J Balding. Doncaster, for Mrs J Cotftan- 
Evertitl Tbte: £400; CLKl £«) £23Q DF: 
£4.10 CSF: E9B2- No bid tor the winner. 

4J0: pf handcap. 3YO) 

1. TROJAN GIRL TGMcLaughBn 9-4 tsv 

2. Amber Jasmine C Unrthar 6-1 

3. Ladycake P Bradley 9-1 

Also: 11-4 Thcmaby GM (6th). 6-1 Nfchoias 
MsUssa (4th), Sharp Rhythm (5th). tM 
Legantentus: 

7 ran. 3. 'h, 0 l 9 (N Littmoden. Mfohrar- 
tiampton). Tbte win £260, places 5200 
£350 DF: £880 CSF; £W30 Trfcasc £905B 
"Jackpot: Not won Pool of £27,50412 car- 
ried forward to Market Rasen today. 
Quadpot: £3050 Placepot £7150 
Place 6: £6552. Place 5: £4390 


LINGF1ELD 
Goteg: Heavy 

1250: 1. THE ROBE (0 McPhad) 7-2; 2. IL 
lumkiate 7-1; 3. hmrjr Coaster 15-2, 9 rm. 
3-1 Eav Usd Regal ipuled up) 0 0 (A Car- 
roL Vtorcester). Tbte: E4W: £170 £220 £ 21 Q 

DF: £070 CSF: E2S20 Triqaat £16642 
120: 1.MRK ROYAL (MAFtegwaM) 11-10 
tav; 2 Round Robin 9-2; 3. Wonderboy 
33-1 7 ran. 1 9 <P Butet LavraS) •Rue: £200; 
£120 £250 DF: £360 CSF: £847. 

1-50: 1. KINGDOM OF SHADES (R Dun- 
woody) 2-1:2. Bracken h eath tt -4; XBet- 
lyhany 66-1 8 ran. 15-8 fav Due Fortune 
(fei) OBL 0 (Mss V WRarret Hereford) TWa 
£300; £U1 £150 £7S0 OF: £290 CSF: £733 
220 : 1.TRES0R DEMAI (APMcCoy) 7-4 
tav; 2 - Montroa 2-1; 3. Royal Toast 94. 6 
ran. 20 20 (M Pipe, WeSngton) Tate: 
£300; £130 £230 DF: £4tl CSF: £S6Q 
250: 1. GLADIATEUR IV (R Durmoody) 4-6 
tav; 2 Tbffion 13-2 3. Red Brook Lml 11-t 

6 ran 4 27 (P Hobbs) TbtE £170; £1ZI £250 
DF: £5*1 CSF: £597. W* Under The Carpet 
3-20: 1. ANOTHER DEADLY (T J Mxphy) 
7-1, 2 Benfamln Lancaster 33-1; 3. Strong 
Stuff 6-4 tav. 5 ran. 3VL IS fT Casey; Upper 
Lambotsn) Tow: £590: £230 £250 DF: 
£2330 CSF: £8625. 

350: 1. SHOOFK (M A Rtzgerald) 6-1; 2. 
Tick arty’s Gift evens tav; 3.Dertsbay 7-2 
5 ran Nk, cisL (S Dew: Epsom) Tbte: 1 
£40Q CM DF: £440 CSF: £1234 NRs: 
Grand CRj. Suranom. 

Placepot: £4260 Quadpot: £3940 
Place 6: £20823 Place 5: E7UL 

MUSSELBURGH 

Ooirvr. Good in Safi 

1240: 1. FW1STERRE (R McGrath) 9-4 fav; 
2 FcotesTbS 16-1: 3. NbDbt 5-t 14 ran. 1 
2 •/». (J J OlteV) Tote: £250: E11Q £350 
£220 OF: £3)30 CSF: £2)67 Persian 
Feyra (7-1) wtthdrarm not under aidera. Ada 
4 deduction on at bets, lOp foihepcxnd. 
1.10: 1. OVERSMAN (S DusA) 9-£ 2. 
Dubftn River kM; 3. Battery Fired 6-4 9 
ran. 6-4 tav Rategto (5th) 3. hd. (J RceGrtr- 
akl) Ibto: £44ft £140 £190 £190 DF; £540 
CSF: 0(139. WIs: Faky TTtbo. LuTtoadc Lady 
After a stewards' nqury. rasidt stood. 

1-40: 1. TR1GGERFISH (S Tbytor) 8-1; 2. 
Double Agent t)-1; 3. Noeam 7-2 8 ran. 
7-4 tav Fen Tenter (toy). Nk, 2 (P MonteUi). 
Tbte: £860: £130 £510 £120. OF: £4680. 
CSF: £7141 Tricast £30026. M=t ftrjs Major 
210 : 1.XAIPETE (K Johnson) 5-2 )l lav. 2 
Golden ttalo 8-1 ; 3. Martrie Man 7-2 6 ran 
5-2 )t tav UAev Prince (Sth) 7. 4 (N 
Mason) Drta: £230: £180 £300 DF: £1150 
CSF: EWP6. INFt Know-No-Na 
ZjKk 1. JE3SOLLE (LWyo) 9-1: 2 Por>- 
tavedra 4^1 ; 3. TkbriE -O-t 11 ran. M tav 
Jessica One fah) 4 3'/.. (NRthadsj. TWe: 
£1580; £330 £230 £230 DF: £2920 CSF: 
B433& Tricast E34554 PR Rag Dol 
3.10: 1. SALEM BEACH (C McCormeck) 
33-1 ; 2. Owens Oueat 12-1; 3. Pariah 20-1 
10 ran. 5-2 tav Waaver George (fat) i'4, 14 
(M DxtounBO Tbte: £5830; ErtTO W40 £**1 
□F: £9110 CSF: £32593. Dicast £7agtU9 
3A0; 1. MR LAMS (R Johnson) 7-2 [t fav. 
2. Barney Knows 3-1 ; 3. Blue Moon 7-2 Jt 
fav. 14 ran. 2%. 1%. (Mss S -UK E4V; 

£130 £030 £an DF: £24 oa CSF: £2790 
NR:VUhflrton. 

Ptatepab £99510 Quadpot £139*1 
Ptaca & £2,42655 Place 5: £135308. 


or any particular dissatisfac- 
tion." 

The irritation which Sheikh 
Mohammed is probably more 
fifeetytofeelconcemstheprae- 
moneyin Britain, ffis wards and 
movements have been moni- 
tored far more closely since the 
Gim crack speech at %rk just 
over a year ago, when he 
warned that the Maktoums 
would “massively reduce’’ tbrir 
racing interests within these 
shores unless the sport’s fi- 
nances were improved 

Those at Godolphin have 
always stressed that the whole 
operation, which is currently 
based each summer in New- 
market could easily be re- 
planted elsewhere. Possible 
evidence of intent comes this 
season when around 100 
Godolphin two-year-olds will be 
trained by David Loder at Eviy 
racecourse in France. 

Godolphin’s attempts to 
plunder the most lucrative 
prizes around the globe will 
continue, including Britain as 
long as the price is right “As 
long as we have the best rac- 
ing, that ambience and healthy 
competition Sheikh Mo- 
hammed will always race here 
because he is that type of 

man, ” H uman! 

Although Mark Johnston 
win be receiving do Sheikh Mo- 


hammed horses this season, 
he will actually train more an- 
imals for Dubai's ruling fam- 
ily, thanks largely to the 
contribution of Sheikh Mak- 
toum, the eldest of the four 
brothers, and his Gainsbor- 
ough Stud. 

“From an industry point of 
view the only message we 

should take from all this is for 

those people who suggested 
Sheikh Mo hamme d couldn’t 
move his horses from Britain,” 
th e Middleham trainer said 
yesterday. 

“The message is loud and 
clear: he can do exactly what 
he wants. He is quite capable 
and organised enough to move 
ftipm anywhere he . 

“I wouldn’t say he was doing 
it [the allocation of juveniles] 
with the intention of giving a 
warning to the industry but^ we 
shouldn’t ever tell ourselves 
that owners like Sheikh Mo- 
hammed couldn't move their 
horses. We should always be 
aware of the fact that he has got 
that choice he h aR exer- 
cised it to some extent by send- 
ing some to France. 

“Vfe have seen him move 100 
to France and he could move 
more if he chooses to. We have 
got to try to keep him happy in 
Britain and make sure he con- 
tinues to enjqy it here.” 



Mark Johnston „ . 
whose silks are sported above by Jason Weaver 


the independent 

7 January 19gg_ 


Maguire 
steps up 
for Holly 


ADRIAN MAGUIRE, w faosefop 
times have turned skywards 
ever since he resigned as David 
Nicholson's stable jockey last 
week, has been booked to re- 
place Andrew Thornton aboard 
French Holly in the AIG Irish 
Champion Hurdle at Leopard- 
stown on 24 January Thornton, 
who has an infection in his left 
leg yesterday conceded that he 
will not be fit for the race in 
which French Holly wffi en- 
counter the Champion Hur- 
cDei; Istahraq, for the first time. 

“It is very unfortunate [for 
Thornton] but I am absolutely 
delighted,” Maguire said “He 
is a very good horse and any- 
one would be delighted to ride 
Him l haven't ridden thehorse 
before but he has won some 
very good races ami beaten 
some very good horses. I am 
very impressed with him. 

“I don't see the two miles 
being a problem," Maguire 
added T have seen him win a 
few times and have been very 
impressed 

“Istabraq was very impres- 
sive when winning the Cham- 
pion Hurdle last year but some 
people say that French Holly 
may be the horse to go and beat 
him - rm looking forward to it" 


Market rasen 


HYPERION 

1.10 Cherry Dee 2^45 Sail On Sid 

1.40 Devonshire 3.15 Jowoody 

2.10 MAR (GUANO (nap) 3A5 Ghost Moon 


Heavy ground forced abandonnent of steeplechases scheduled tor today* card. 
GOING: Soft (Good to Soft In back straight) 

■ Right-hand, drotyx vnduSabng chuJL Run-In ot ore turiong. 

■ Course is E of town on A631 Station im. ADMISSION: Cfab £14; lottersafie £10 (OAP 
me m ber s at aauwds Jttolee Qub halt price); 9her flfog £5 (liiftee Cfob OAF* half 
price) AccoinpaitedwdBHBelraaaiBndoteasa Cm e^ aa knu tar atodarta. CAR PARK: 

picnic areas £3 per vehicle plus £5 SBvsr flfog entry tor each occupant; ramatader Iraa 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: M Pipe 22 win from 92 rumera (239K) Mrs M Revetay 21- 
104 (202%) Mrs S Smith 16-1® (145%) Mbs H KnlgM 13-41 (31.7%). 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: A P McCoy 30 wtes from 7B rides (385%) N WMtamaon 20- 
85 C2a5%l A S Smtt 17-151 (03%) L Wyer 16-87 (S4%) 

■ FAVOURITES: 219 wine hum 818 races (success rate 354%) 

BLINKERED FIRST TME: Nona 

LONG DISTANCE IRAVaLER: Raggeny (1X9 sent 288 mtes. 


(i To I GRANTHAM CONDITIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HUR- 
) l-iui DLE (CLASS F) £2,250 added 3m Penalty Value M ,471 


1 (BMP CHSWT DK (44) (D) (Gorge Diga)P Baaiim 8 BO BGttean 

2 XtVO BNBEWiKROBEps) [GwyWhekknSyrrlcte^WCtoaD 4_-llchaelBnnan 

3 2P1/P4 hB ICXEY (23) (□) (G A totted) G Hiiit&d 9 TT 2 LAapM 

4 28545 TAP ON TOOTSIE pq(BCaep«)T WM7 111 XAbporu 

5 344-G6 PCaARIWfQp4) ( CThwrtm B T39 JTtawd 

6 PP431P BOSTON MAN (12) (Q (MKOktan) R Wbodnae8 B7 CMeConatek 

7 08050 RBKXnKl (22) (D) (B 9 Carrbidg^ B Csmbidge It T)6 RMaraiy 

8 5UD2X) COLNAU. (3S) (Mra #J6op) A Hctin 802 RMdgW 

9 ' ‘ 

V 

n 


6406V RAGGSTfY fS59) fC) (Mss KWtf#icuge) Mss K Wrahause 9 13 0 GFRjbb 

-OOOP4 W00DH0U8E BAY (12) (S’ Peter Mb) C Mortrk 6 0 0 MBsfatetarB 

O0P4 FLABMAffl (S) (Lad Oj*csey) M aaristoeff 7 T) 0 IIQrfatn 

-11 dedaied- 

UUnun wet gtt lOst Tiub tandbqp eei^fi: WoadhotaeBay Oat tit. Md Mocf M It 
BETTING: 4-1 HI Hedtay; S-l ChwiyOM, 1 1-2 Piter Khg. 0-1 tap On Ttateta.7-1 Rtawbank Rom, 
8-1 Benton Nte Wootteaise Bay; 10-1 Cota* 20-1 otter* 

S9B. meattig a b a ndoned duB u ■raertogghg 

FORM GUIDE 

Chewy Dee: 'bled off to two chases ttfc tenn but mney chance off itte nark on win 
in state* event at Cffffefa pm heap, sort) from lib lower n Feb. Goes wel fresh 
Rberbnk Roaoe Narow wnner tom 4b tower al Stretford pm3f hcaft good to Arm) 
ta May. Encouragng Bangor retun tout possUy a shade hi^i h weights 
HI Hedley: Beal a lawful field al Uttcrater pm heap, good) ki B97 from 9fo higher 
but I^Nfy raced snos. of a return to form whm 30 langlhs 4th of 11 to Sorblere 

at Fohestone (anfit cond heap hete heavy) ffid My to play a big pari 
Dip On IbotsteVWirceettr winner from 1 to higher ta 1996 SuxeasfiJ on Rat last year 
and shaped as though room to an would siit when teir 12 lengths 5th of « to AL 
zoomo M Doncastar (8n4l hcapt aoh) latast 

Polar King: Placed trace In 8 novtoa starts Soma wooteman t whan 16 langthe 5th 
to Kris Green at Newcastle {2m heap htte heavy) tale* but all plenty to End 
Boaton Man: Itepredctabta. ffoaabfy wai seated on 27 lengths wfo Irom atosequant 
scorer Hag3 Way at Caiide (2m4( heavy) h Nov but puled up lame since 
RbnotaM: Light of the past without a wto wee «95 l VM beaten bath stem mce 
return from long lay-off and dffioit ta fancy 

Cotwat Lutfcw2m5f wtaner from 2to Nghar 2 yeara aga EncoureWfl 25 lengths 71h 
of 13 to Charte Barirer at Wfodsor aftar long fay-oK bitf posstty best welched 
Raggedy. Threedme wn«er n 1893. but tfeanioinliig afterwords and is rawnng 
from three-year tey-ofl 

Wbodhouae Bay: Ureteced h 6 slartsi but algna ol Improvement when 18 lengths 
4to ol15 to TtauBte a Hvaifingdon (8n 21 nov how wd poadbte tongaftot 

Ptakl Makt Ftst farm when 21 tanglhs 4th to 'taUto A Goodin a Haydocfc (2m7l 
hcafl sof)) from Nfc out of w el tf te . but bote a remote prospect In this tougher race 
VERDtCf) Rwotfd be no surprise to 9M Cherry Dee mM<B a beta) bid an retun to 
the sW ar obstacles, and ttierab always the poaatofty of a teaming show torn the 
nconastent Boaton Man, but WOODHOUISE BAY. who ahaped ntoely behind Ytouig 
IVnisier when tibfoared for tha fost time ta a usahJ nwtee a HunUngdon, might be 
the aisvrac Her Igltt m&t codd be a teteg factor If ocndOons deteriorate. 


Owcns*s Delight little ewdan prorrtee when pited up 2 out in race wen by torts 
Wng a Warwick (bn 31 rax soft) and My to need plenty of frne 
Ma cca Prince: Improved effort when, tad to after 3 out 36 letagthe Sh erf it toAo- 
cyotan a Caltoridc pm wdaim, good taftan) but stS mates Itte appeal 
1&m*a Prfa* On Ihe heats of yesterday's winner Park Royal whan 58 lengths Bth of 
W to Cool pBrfannanee at Laiceatet Longer trqp shodd ad att is posable irnprover 
Grade Gray: Good work doatag stages whan 21 tengtos Sh otl4 to Legend Of lave 
ovar 8nnl f here (heavy) latesL Extra 2» shaJd suit but tha looks much tougher 

VBtDICD DEVONSHIRE, retaed to the smart chaser Buck VMoi* has faOan be- 
low mpecMtons but the retun to a shorter frforfwid get hfo7 oft the mark rfs form 
to head and afnidare above the oppoaitioa and taaher tenatia WDamd team a sffl 
n form. Cafua, whose bumper form was on fast ground. Is potsnfafy the most sen- 
ous rival, but to currant conettons M^iMon and Tom's Prize may be bigger factors. 

TOTE HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS E) £7,500 
afkled 2m If 11 Oyda Penalty Value £5,500 

1 OrtW DUfSS MOUNT 03) (B) (tteOake DNdKtaDn9 D V AMaguba 

2 0-1C2 KEY CfBP (T2) (J toTOCTi) Urs S Sre^l 8 T1 2 GFRyanfJ) 

3 343SZ3 WtTAGE ( 16 ) (03) (AbnManJM Chapman Bill .WWorthtegton 

4 4F21J IMf«tliANO(lSA)(0)(Tnftyha)KManan6DlOBBi) .MrRFonWM(S 

5 -5231 WA9RLIN (12) (D) (Qasgcw Horae Ftacng) C Fairfust 5 09 NHonoetap) 

B 00-341 BLACX BULLET (NZ) (28) (CD) (Alai Baxto) A Streeter 6 13 9 TBay 

7 1C62 StSWBE SPECIAL (E) (D) (F AUnd^an) PFtaardSDB SBtnrou^i 

S 03234 RURANDFWICY(2a)(FAndFPatneaitoflteKMgmee2 DGdagher 

_ j — 

BETTING: »4 llatMteio, 11-4 BtaCkBiteL 11-2 Wwite, 184 Date's Ikarnt id- 1 Kay Grip. Sun- 

riaa SpedaL Fair And Fancy, 14-1 Moc Atege 

FORM GUIDE 

Duka's Mowto PLsrpton novice winner last Jareary. On the upgrade when, ran wel 
ta 2 out V lengthe 6th of O to Once Mora For Luck at MWharby ^n heap, good) on 
handcap debut. Lightly raoed and hae scope for knprawmara 
Key Grip: Up 4to for sWid 2nd to Tadtea Tbfc at Newcastle ®n heap, good to soft) 
and tooted exposed whan 12 lengths 2nd to Caracol cw 2m3f here (soft) latest 
Non Vlntege: CVD wfeiwr Irom 31 to hlghar h B 06 but on the aide snee wid tooted 
none too lean whan wHtaMiflBUa fte h ra e f here on latest huntes outtag. Raref- 
forta in novice chases since, but probably best watched 
Marlglana: Raised 6b tor Haydock win mer Norman ConquesL but agan had plen- 
ty in hand when beatng Cunbrian Maestro 2‘A lengths at CStarick (&n heap good) 
Impro v ing wtlh every run and farther 7b increase may not sap him 
Wanflrc Career-best effort when, led 4{h btKwrchem 6 lengths 3tSedgeffe!d(Zm if 
hcan 90f|) Lacks pace and wi need very postthe ridB to defy 6b rise 
Black R iNtah Ptojeestog with every run and beet ptwnous winner Mr Bisty 2 tengtha 
in convinaig style over C/D teest (sort) tat ara aitag prospect on handcap debut 
Swutae Spodafc Stiugjteg wih t») rfoe tor latest ah Not qdeken flat whan bln 2’A 
lengths lay WltebonnM M Erato f&ttitt heap, hvy) tost and plenty to do agate 
Fair And Fancy: Burning constatently but latest KHength 4th of 5 to Seberry over 
C/D (heavy) suggests a dap in the wefc^ts b needed to resume wmng ways 
VERDICT: It Is dfflaJt to oppose MARIG LiANO to Its present mood He had a tan 
in hand at Cahalck. and a 7b hae appears u*ety to atop him. Warriin s also on tha 
Lp^ada. but possbfy needs farther now. and a bigger threat could be ighdywaced 
Black BuBet whose latest couse wto suggests he has ftrther potertial 


3-15 


GRANTHAM CONDmONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HUR 
DLE (CLASS F) £?,250 added 3m Penalty Value £1,471 

34060 HVE FLAGS (21) (Cf (D) (Kart) Mdcfelon) Ms S Srnth nrU RWfttoson 

03MO TOPOTVHORTHRAC9IG pi) (D) (Fatace Twenty) P Beamcrt 9 T1 7_.BGrtatan 

SOffUO MRCffflfSIlE (7) (D) (David Item Partrmhip) Mss L9dda< 7 11 4 TSkkU 

55P02 (WUNGE PB ( 0 ) Wta R 0 Coxd) D Miray Smfln ti D C JTfcaad 

64433 COPPraf JEWEL (13(D) [Fred CoUsonjJJONei 6 D D RMc&MhB 

UOSV RMACE PARADE (USA) (S IH S Cf»nan} A Hobbs 0 D B RW _ 

P-3X& ZM1AALiE(l)SA}(22)(ChiE6an«ta94JPUaTO7136 ,__JGt*W»ta 

53025/ MRS ROtSNSON (S30) (VVl/teor^ J Madde 8 1)3~ E Husband 

560-20 BUCKICEBOirp3)(MsJbt«)UardaDRBaetmanB«2 HBaai 

64-464 JOWOOCff (12) (iB^ood SyndcaW) t*» M Ifevdey 6 DO -GLae 

059000 EDDIE ROtBO(0)(SBreM DSawteson) R Wtoocfnee4 DO CMcConmck 


2.45 


Fmo] 


SPALDING ‘NH’ NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £3,800 
added 2m 3f 110 yds Penalty Value £3,134 

mCB ALTNRE7 CAFTAM (19) p Lloyd) WCfeyO 115 GTbnaoy 

236 CAJUS (75) (Mr 4 tas J H Fttsy) J U Jsffaram 6 T1 5 AMsgubv 

M3 DEVONSHBtE (35) iJfobertOgJen) lbs VWfems6ti 5 RDuoNeody 

5P/234 HAPLETON(27)(MsSSmii)MsSSrtta0115 BWHtaforp) 

P OWBTS DBJGHT (€5) (G Htted) G Hitjwd 6 T1 5 C honour (7) 

04F5 isaXA PRINCE (47) (Mecca Social CUM) R Waaler 4 to 6 H Thornton 

00 TO*rSPKZE(35)(MraPJoyraa)TWa4D0 CUaws^n 

05 GRACEGRCTGB)(nmMF«MsSLail*mm4101 RFarrant 


BET7IN£fl-11 Devonshtre, 52 Cafes, 92 IfapWoo, 10-1 Tors’* Prira. 12-1 GcactaQay, 161 
Prince, 20-1 often 

FORM GUIDE 

Atftrey Captakc Beaten a dstance both starts the term and no obvious chance 
Cahre: Plenty of atUty In taro burpara and p romising burctas debut whan 32 langfts 
7th oM2 to Scotmai Lad t* CBriato (2m it flov, soh) Open to Improvement, ftou^i 
taster ground woUd help. 

Oevorwhlra: ftomlae both oarta aid ehortar trip iri&t aut attar 23 langfts 3rd of 
O to Yeoman Saior atWricanton (&n Bt nov hae) Looks ihe form pick 
Maptatow: fhmntog to amfar leve/ of form tost three starts and one-paoed when t3 
lengftB 4th of 8 to Cashaptamy at Doncaster |2m new hpp good) Somettvng to find 


BOSTON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,900 added 3m 
Penalty Value £2,338 

1 21tW SPflBtGFaDSCALLf (12)(C)(ttsVIA^SGotogs6113 RDunKWdy 

2 34SD B06BA13L (24) (P Lanyrna^ Ms S lam/man 7 U t) RfiOiM 

3 P FnaCHTAl£(22) (WJ Want) AH taneyODD ^ A McCarthy 

4 tP68F JIBTUCE AID* (3^ (Tha FtffXJ D tadvfcCTi 6 O D RJoinaan 

5 3 SAIL ON SID (43) (C Vt&rfessi) J J Ottei S 10 1) RMcfMl 

6 SCHtLACHI (F2452) (ttaal Hfirracn} fl Basamta 11 DO — ,._J5stVRafaaria(7) 

7 0/ THE COUNTRY DON (Gaq 0?AJugp^KMaroan7DD NrRForrtWri (^ 

0 233453 CRUZ SANTA (12) (D IVimer & S L Padey) U UHpran 6 13 5 WWortttogton 

9 00060 StNGMG 9CALL7 p2) (S G Arfams) WQsjr 8 C5 .Gforwey 

-Sdadarad- 

BETTING: 6-4 SpringSaid ScaAy, 11-4 Justuce Alone, 7-2 Cna Santa. 5-1 Sal On Sid, 12-1 Bora- 
bacS, 25-1 The Country Dan. 33-1 oOwnt 

FORM GUIDE 

Sp rin g riaid ScaBy: Winner of buT^xjra at Wocestsr, here aid at Fakanhan and a 
game warier on second furttes start on (Me course when jotaMavonite Fart dapartsd 
the saccnd tost when gotag wet Mrfves mtstakes but Ikaly to ba wel stated by this 
stamtoaMst 

Botnbsdl: totel baatan 7ft to Mctottla at Newcastle test tfote and ovarel form doeerit 
look good anough tor ttas 

French -tata: Sfautiy-bred but )jrrped batty at Rttestona and puled up (race won 
by httipot Khgsmaik) 

Juatuce AfonK Fel 3rd a Wethertoy last time but fine dance on his Ascot 2nd to 
Hotoom H (ran wel in defeat next ttnel over this tip 

SaB Chi Ski: (toce-raoed bumper gekfng (3rd to Ihe smart Lord Of The Sky a Hen- 
ham) and rejt oi a wming sprinter. Sure to have been wofl schooled and a isadng 
contender vi a weaktah race 

SchtUacht StB task on hutfcs debut at the age of 11 (dH Ittie on the Raf) 

The Country Don: itaraced since a debut bumper rui (Blh of fi to Auttvm Lord here) 
n February, VST 

Cruz SantK Cradtabie 5lh of « to Aussie Bob at Vteftefoy last month and )uat held 
(beaten a length and a hath by Springfield Scaly here Cam3fl last tme. 7b hotter off 
today but not guaranteed to improve tot thfo tangem** 

Stogtafl SraBy: Moderate sort (Rh to RotarChanf) a Beiigor last time) and now stepped 
up martetly In dstance 

VERDICT: SprtogflekJ Scafty has sti to ma^ar the art of Jumping etarty but con- 
nections befeve htai to be a hue galloper so his thance has to be respected now 
that Iter stepped up n dtotanca Justuce Alone can be fancied on Ms Ascot sec- 
ond to Hotoom Hi but the vote goes to SAIL ON SID despite the question marks 
on has brewing. He met a good sort on he bunper debut and tarerestnjfy goes straght 
overtudtos. 


tMmmuaigftlOit True handcap kwgrtr JowOody 8st f2fo, Etfcfc Rarrfao Bsl 132:. 

BETTING: 3-1 Grunge, 4-1 Coppeen JewN,5-1 Topoftenorthraring, Jowoody, 0-1 Zahaafle, 10- 
1 Rr Rags. 12-1 Btadt Ice Boy. Mr ChrlaOa. 14-1 Nr* RoUnson. Patera Panda, 25-1 Eddie 
Roofto 

FORM GUIDE 

Five Ftega: Has twice won over longer pips than the and the pound was iatatog when 
he beta Mmantat Lefoeatar (2m4Q test season (Grtrge betean B lengthe) PtaaGoppad 
to a toronble mark but two tun this eeaeon have produced very ittie (behnd 
To potlienorthradng In a s i iun ger race lata time) 

Topotbenorftancing: Dual wmer last season (both good ffoitad} and fine 2nd to 
CefheftalBeleatSedgef)efdonreappeeianCBigoodtosoft)HBScontBStedtwobet- 
terctess races shoe (71h to T*y at Canertt* last time) and leackig chance n ttas league 
provided she copes with the growid 

Mr Christie: AS rtree wins gained at 3m or hxlher but tfcjrrt tate to chasing and re- 
vBrled to lutBes last time (7lh to Rat Tbp al Ctateriefc) Not one to trust but every chance 
In ths weak league on his best farm 

Gnmg« At his best n a mwHIog twer a trip Races off 101b lower mark than when 
last successful and Joe Tizzard booted. 2nd to Double Strike at Tbwcestar (two pre- 
vious wins there) on reappearance wfl have made htai fitter 
Coppeen Jewel: Has suffered with a breathing problem but leadng chance in hs Aral 
handcap after credtdde showtags n staying racea Bhikated when 4ft to Lord- Rich - 
few ^ Stratford and again laat time when a itangth 3rd to Domegata at Stratford 
(Jowoody to tengtha behind} 

Pataca Parade: Orty vrin gataed in seler at Wtadsor and piAed up n that grade on 
both recent starts. Attempt longer trip tattoy 

ZahaaGe: SoRng wtaner at Bangor just over a year ago Stayed on to 54 2nd place 
to Tha Brewmastar on that same courea last time but so methtag to prove over this 
srtramfie 

Mrs Rotteeon: Mare who got this trp ml when a neck aid to Anuo Agar at Carlsie 
ta March. tt97: Ftet rut today tor 21 months but has a feather we0* 

Blade Ice Boy: Ctot-and-out etoyer on Flat and 2nd to Caffcuseasons at Katoo ^r«0 
before Unttog Ausde Bob race at Vttefterty (2m4fl too hot Shouu appreciate this three 
m*ea 

Jowoody: Qedtafcte 2nd to Ardent Scout last season and now having second run 
for Us Flewiey eta's 4ft to Dannegale at SedgeflaU (3m3f).IMri*ig to langfts be- 
held Coppeen Jewel fJrd) after tarteg from two out May do better wer thta shorter 
trip and 5ft) better off with CoppeBn Jewel 
Eddie Romfao: Taied off In modest company and hard to fancy 
VERDICT: This is the n^a yade tor the mare Ibpothenorihrscing but lasting 
ground coUd count against her. On the dhar hand Grunge cannot have the ground 
soft ancxigh and w* take the beating n the hands of Joe Tizzard K there Bafur- 
fter downprxr. Coppeen Jewel can also be fancied now that he taddea a hancS- 
cap but JO WOODY mi^it Just reverse Boxing Day form with Jonjo ONeiti gettng 
The mare had samd fonn prewously and can be rapected to teprove far the avwtth 
to Afary Revefeyk stable 


3.45 


CLEETHORPES STANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT 
FLAT RACE (CLASS H) £1,750 added 1m 5f 110yds 
50 ESCALATE pB) (A KCcteB)JJONei 5 Tl 5 RlicGrath 

AUNAVS WAYWAfffi (Wbod Racng) W Konp 4 1] 7 HDnmwody 

BOURBO N Strife i (USA) |C W Coopa) Ms A E Jatwson 4 P 7 fl Johwai 

W1EEHRHJSUft*sxiiBe»DSha»4'C7 NHorredoi61 

GHOST MOON (Mrs DBndenef-Bnce) TEaatoby4 07 JTIhqreta 

NADDBf (IFm) BSsn4 07 — -CMcComackW 

WBtE NOT STDPWJ (RoCai Bastinan) R Basflnan 4 10 7. HBretfamO) 

CURSET LADY (W3 P bamis) 0 CTNe* 4 102 H0ftw(5) 


1 
2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 
B 

BETTING: 10-11 Ghost Mora. 7-2 Ftoaea Rads. 6-TEsratels, 7-1 Benton Street. 1(M Atom 
teywtad. 12-1 Wars Hot Stoppta, 14-1 NaddaL 15-1 CwrayLady 

FORM GUIDE 

v*** ^ ^ 1° Beccab Rose at Carfate tot beaten long wav 

ti Matt HoflandS race at Vtocester - both nine r testing cpxsvl Today* shorter too 
looks a help for this halt-brother » a Flat wim 

Aiways Wayward: Terimon gakteig newcomer from a yard not renowned for bumper 
t f *^ 1,35 ,^,crcase<, ^ lhe of ffeharti Dunwoody 

BourbOT Street Amancan-taed newcomer son ot Dtxte Brass. One to note If thare 

sama^Bt move m its favon. and his joctey rode the tamper wtanw at Mussefour^ta 

FfReen Reda: Getded son of Ajmbo Hn and with a capable 5t> dtoner booted 
GhMt M oon: The Nwly tavovrita. being a son ot Cadeaux Genereuv out of a SMrtav 

Helffts mare, and from a statte aterays to be resected in these r*»s 

gekSng (Lion Cavern oul ot Northern Ctancer mare) but probabty 

'Here Hot aopgto: ftewcomei g^ed son ot MysSto anti 8®iy to mwd run 

ftaaey Lady: F%y newcomer by Au Bon. ProbaWy best watched 
VERDICT: It was on the course many moons ago mat the mtahty Metal Mna 
hB first hunfe race, and the Easterby yard has poked the saneverua tar the ntm- 
tte&cn rt GHOST MOON. And raft stataa jockey Lorcan Wyer 
«*. connections have gone far a real super-sob n Robert Wntoa 


Catterick 

HYPERION 

12-30 Uniform 1 .00 BWtdale (nb) 1 JO Sounds 
Devious 2.00 Sunrise Sensation 1LZS Ibn 
Masirah 3.05 Hopeful Lord 3.35 Cartoft 
Dancer 


FORM VERDIC1 

Several rwhopere In an ordinary raca UNIFORM tad more 
than enough to suggest she can wm el this tevel last week, 
and very soft ground B Bely to ensure ahe gets the test ot 
stamina ahe seems to need Both the fikelsst ttoeats, 
Ntoodemus and Dangarman. need to put a poor run be- 
hind them 


2.00 


GOING: Soft (Heavy in places). 

■ Left-hand. uncMalng, sharp coma Not suitable tor long-eirid- 
ing horra. taHn 240yda 

■ CowaeBNWoftownonAeidB Doritagton station 14m - bus 
aennee to coma. ADMISSION: Out) 02; Titttareafls EB; Course 
£250 (under 16s free too al enctosves) CAR RAAK: Reserved 
area £2. remainder free. 

■ LEADING TRAINERS: Mrs M Revetey 34-109 (22%). U Ham- 
mond to- 134 (112%) G M Moore to-73 (178%) Mm S Sntaft to- 
99(131%) 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: P Wvan 2690 (289%) R Garrmy M-7B 
(B4%) A S S«n»i 1393 (M%) B Storey to- toO (&7%) 
FAVOURITES: R4 wins from 321 races (353%) 

BLINKERS) FIRST TIME: Rut Goto (l3q. Deal Quay (visored. 
305) Jack Plate! (vBsred. 335) 


12.30 


HALIFAX NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £3,000 added 2m 

-544RQ BANASEAit(USA)D$DCteTCfS1f 5 ACCOffafiD 

GETTHEP01NT(ra7)SQctogs5T15 BT 


ri rani WAKEFIELD NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
llZZJ E) £4^00 added 3m 11 110yds 

1 IP-2® BTRXDALE (1(0 (CO) (B^ t. Lungj 0 tl G RSuppto 

2 -22021 8COTTQK GHfflt p) T Eaaetiy B 1VO JLWyw 

3 3-320P PHMinVE HEART (J1) H Atoonder 7 11 5 APlkCay 

4 PU- SHITHSWnO(Z7T)RSNeb7ii5 B Storey 

-4d*rimd- 

BFTTtol « Scetai (ten 60 Btatate, 1W tarifte Hwt 661 Smtew 
Wynd 

FORM VERDICT 

This only con c erns BfRKDALE and Scotto n Green and on 
wry scrit ^otfid Biricdate ahotad win. However hb Jurrptag 
lackad confidence last time and H he commas In the same 
ven today Section Owen B more than capable ot taking ad- 
vantage. 


WL & HECTOR CHRISTIE NOVICE 
HANDICAP CHASE (F) £3^00 2m 

1 BAUS?«WIH»i(22)(CO)BFfltoy7120 LWytr 

2 (0Wt AMLWCH P7)(D)J BerryS tin BPowel 

3 35062 ECUPRC MOON (12) (D) C fbgson B ti 2 NBMtoy 

4 -6TOJ2 BT/A(M>DMcCan7H9 TJMuroby 

5 643-0 SUNREE88<5ATtaN(31)(q RUc£todd6«3 NSUpato 

6 PMCP3 SANDRIFT (7) Mss A State* to to 0 ... SDuvkV 

-6MaN- 

Mrmuawegfc lOst TnmhenOcap wo tg tu. StodteSst 3fe 
BETTING: 156 Andwcti, 11-4 BaOetariaddan, 4-1 SutsIsb Sensation. 5- 
1 Blya, 1M Eefipto Moon, 161 taririR 

FORM VERDICT 

BALESWHIDDEN fo not a confident selection as he has to 
give a lot of weight sway on very testing gnuti but hevrfl 
apprectee the reosn to 2m and looks the safest choice as 
there £ a doubt about main rival Amlwch on ihB ground. W 
there is to be a turn up it could come from Sondrtft. who ran 
a fair race last tme 


2.35 


1 

2 

3 0 GRANDMUS>CAfZ2) M1Mh9m6T1 5 Wl 

4 JtflJIAT JOHN (F23) E Aiffln 7 Tl 5 

s SO WC00QWSdn)TEBSMb»51I9 LWyw 

6 1-00 RAJ»IRE(27)JO»te7116 OMcFtialCS) 

7 0660 ROCKY MV BOY (22) Ms 5 SmhS h 6 N» J CfWtoy (5) 

6 20300- SAN FRANCISCO P32) A WMaraSTl 5 B Storm 

9 000 TAHRA(42)lta;DSayer5Tl 5_.„ HGad(7) 

to OS THE LAMBTON WORK TONByuchS 11 S~__U Frau 

n OOPF- BlAZBfGH0U3f (29Q RWbod711 0 IfrJttOng (7) 

to 6 IWLLWG RAICH (F12) E Aten 5 Tl 0 PNan 

« ACADQIY (F20) A lirrM 4 to 7 UrCCtee 

W CADmACJUKffiOX(ra3)GMUoor94B7_NHWW*y{7) 

G 32D DANG5fMAN(lfl) M WE9SM)y4 1)7 JIGtartty 

t MADMANS UnMStE^VIhnraonAtoTJte II llicnraon 

V P T* CA»« ROVHf (10) MW Eatert* 4 ® 7 Jtaghf 

5 60 AUL0tMBlE&SMGSni*sASvirtark4«2-JSupFta 

to 4 lWB=OFM(10)W33SVB14to2_ SOuaCk 

- 10 dariteed - 

BETTING: 11-4 (fleodanua, 7-2 tMtana, 6-1 Dtoganun, 9-1 AeadraiK 
1M SanFiBBtaa ic-i CadtaJdofaot. Grata Mutfca, RMue, fMng 

Piteh, The Larataonvttenn, 20-1 others 


BRADFORD SELLING HANDICAP 
. 1 HURDLE (G) £2,000 added 2 m 


1 SOtoR UQN1S (U) (CD) (BF) B Sten 8 tl to APHtoCoy 

2 565455 HaUMND (12) MBwneseO G SVytDr 

3 0040 SOUNDS DenOUSp4A1tMM6V to 1 JanfcM (7) 

4 LM4(S JAGOfB)UWEasterby4«7 RGtertayB 

5 OP6B3 FA1HatB)0tE(t2)HSmratay5C6 -Jfc J CWte to t (5) V 

6 (KDB4 RRST B0tDp9 ASmfthD DO JSkueyB 

7 OOPtPF UEADOWLECK (43) Wltarg tJtoO JSuppte 

rest SuB/micapiragteftsf GdWSBrax MemMedt9r&. 
BETTING: 7-4 MaiB, A-l Jago, SoroxB Dmteua, 11-2 Paftar Eddta, B-1 
Kata) Wtad, B-1 FM Gold, 33-1 Maadatoedr 

FORM VERDICT 

An wcranpeiitiva eiialr. Monte has an obvious ctance on hB 
best term, but there are doubts about him on tag score Of 
taitoeamart arid stanira fljrpwen irder testing condfionsl 
Better value may be represented by FATHER EDDIE. 


LEEDS HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS F) 
E2£00 added 2m 3f 

1 4CPTO- MARCHANTKMap53)HAl0andw711 to Jlr T J Barry (7) 

2 0056 HARAUD (t2) QC) S Bel 5 11 to M H Nmghfaai (E) 

3 4CBOT HUNTING SLANE (31 (C) (D) C Grant 7 tl 9 (7a} . .8 SuppM 

4 44403- CLAIRES DANCER (315) A Tunel 6 to to -.-C Senate (7) 

5 -3*S23 OOTOBnHJWBBOU (Z3)HAto«fa 6U8- JtPlicCoy 

6 406B1 CRABBESIRBE pS (fX0MsSSn*e £>«._» JGtoteayS 

7 1P0-08 BNMASUUH p2) MsMRawByS DO LWyarB 

8 00-353 TANSEEQ (22) <C)M Member 800 O Byrne 

9 5ABD NY SAUAFCLLO (33) U Banas 5 i)0 ..SlMor 

-Sdedwed- 

46m*ir tOK /tw/Brteeao 1anseaqBdtitUrSaia^oSst9b 

BETTSia iOWeCrebtte’aPikte.T-2 ttetengSbne.5-1 CteWaDoTOt, 
11-2 Gokfan Thundeitjott. S-1 foci Healrtei. 10-1 Nrari. 12-1 Iteiseeq, 
Hy SteraaUe. 25-1 MoreM Mtag 

FORM VERDICT 

With quMdort-martrs agahst Hunting Store (trta and gromd) 
and GoWen TtsnxteWi (ground) this looks a good op- 
porflnfy for CRABBfE'S PRIDE to record a fourth C/D vic- 
tory Ha can be a hard nda tut went Jgndy for today s amateur 
rider last time 


- SCTO HOPEFUL 10HDP9(D)JJ ONef 7110 JtPMeCov 

4 F0301 LA RIVJERA (22) (C) J Chariton 7 to to Btow 

l ^?^ 5Tra Wm^SWfar 6 rahto5JtSS 

6 353P0 GALBI P8) MnUtaefayB Dl^ MrADenmeev Qj n 

7 PS6F0 DAWN LAD (22) IfesSWBanson to CO S Dirack 

B 316AP DES.aUN1(2a)(Q)taraJBUGMeyBtoO WMorcton V 

8 5S34U auRLlNSrCMD (12} (C) MsJ Jonfan to OO T J Uurpfty 

to /BUM- ARTHU R Bg (310) (C) B BoicMd B WO . Start* 

15 tesen EXOSE MAR (ta)jB«*nii » o ~D pZ 

- 11 dedared- 

*WiMfr "Opt: lost Tit» hanScap wdgtts: Derm Lad & D&tt Qua* 9a 

7fo Marfn &ordOattA/ttvBBBSa lb. Excise Man ft* Mh 

Vj 4 St *' kar ' 3-1 Nopetal Lord. 10060 Flat ’Bjo, 114 
La RMara. 12-1 Oaten. M-j Brambtetwry, 2tM Date Quay. 2S^otoere 

FORM VERDICT 

Ftart 1bp> w« be popular eh* tfe easy wfo here over hurdte, 
test weak. However, he comes up aganst an up-and-cantoo 
yaing chaser v> HOPEFUL LORO and the tairastfon o« Tlfo 

and with Italy McCoy booked, looks to have sou c&ftns. 


3.351 huddersreld national hunt 

^ FLAT (CLASS H) £1,750 added 2m 


o ncl ILKLEY HANDICAP CHASE (CUSS 
. . I F) £3,500 added 3m If 110yds 


1 DU-21 FLAT TOP (71(20) MWEa»ta 8 J1 n . .MrMfltateon 

2 a56ta>BRAMBLQERRY (22) Ms State tons Mr JCreofay (5) 


1 BARTON BILL JMadde 6 n 5 

5 *ss5ssssKssr , * s i2S 

6 <W2 OPEN FWRWAY PI, vy Stents n S ._..TS«SSS 

7 ZAAMA«NVta®c05 715 

a JUMBQ ROSE A tabvrtt 5 Tl 0 lH2 

9 006 MARTHAS UOONSTOf* pyj j 

to msaAH'pwjCEja^Vr" ’ mSSS 

" SUP£RWWADMWBB« > v4to7._^ A I b^!® 

to HOLLfflHJJ H wood 4 1)3 .... ifcTfftl?! 

to TftOBNE E Boon 4 to .. "j. 

-Mdactered- -^JCrooteyfi) 

BETTMJG: M Open feinwy, 1M Johnny Jqq, 94 Carton Dtemr b-i 
taton Bta 7-1 HighM SUB. 10-1 Sup* Itaea^M .*5* 

FORM VERDICT 

As wah al tampoa fte raaitet wl ba the best gude hut dp™ 

FAIRWAY ran waft hare last month and wa be (Mhcutttahnstt 

rf reproftmg that form. Johnny Joe e the obvious ahama- 
tnra and Barton BltTa place in the marker wn be ntsreoong. 
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GRAHAM GOOCH yesterday re- 
emphasised the need for a 
stronger domestic system in the 

aftermath of this Vinter's Ashes 
fail ure -and revealed grave per- 
sonal concerns about the desire 
of England’s players to improve. 

England's 3-1 defeat was 
only partially compensated by 
their memorable 12-run victory 
in Melbourne and a competitive 
display during the 98-run final 
Ttest defeat in Sydney which 
stretched Australia’s unbeaten 
series victories to six. 

Gooch, the England tom- 
manager, believes the county 
system must be improved and 
players need to become more 
aware of the sacrifices required 
He is insistent that English 
cricket must address the prob- 
lem or suffer many more years 
of demoralising defeats against 
the world's best teams. 

“We haven't really played 
our best cricket in the early part 
of the series. The key is to 
reproduce it consistently and I 
don't think things will improve 
until we build from the bottom 
upwards," he stressed. 

“We need to develop our 
whole game over a long period 
of time and then when players 
come into the highest level 
they are going to be better 
equipped for it Our domestic 
V system has to be much 
stronger and leaner and have 
only the best players involved 
- if you're not good enough you 
don't play. When we get that 
right and the cricket's tough 
and more akin to what they face 
in Test cricket then I think 
well see the benefit 

“You will get toughen 
stronger characters who are 
more resilient There are not 
many who come straight into 
Test cricket and hit it straight 
off and if people think that our 
domestic cricket is serving us 
well producing quality Test 
players and hardened, com- 
petitive Test players then I 
think they are misguided." 

Gooch’s criticisms have 
partly been addressed by the 
counties’ historic agreement 
to accept a two-division Coun- 
'$/ Championship, but more 
worrying is the failure of 
existing players to identify the 
work ethic involved at Ttest 
level Gooch claimed: “Every 
player in the UK playing coun- 
ty cricket aspires to play for 
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By Myles Hodgson 

England, but do they know 
what they need to do and what 
they need to sacrifice to achieve 
that? When you talk to players 
about doing this and that to 
improve they all agree, but 
when they go away they don't 
do anything about it. The 
motivation to get to the top 
comes from within - coaches 
and advisors can help you but 
the drive has got to come from 
the person. 

“You have to put the game 
first and thingsyou need to do 
to be fit for your job or practice 
or whatever. I don't thinkyou'll 
see Steve Waugh lacking in 
preparation, and Fm sure the 
Pete Samprases of this world 
don't get to their level without 
putting in the time in pursuit of 
that excellence." 

Gooch stressed that remov- 
ing the coach, David Lloyd, is 
unlikely to bring a change of for- 
tunes without the players to 
achieve it “David Lloyd has 
worked tremendously bard 
with the team and he feels this 
defeat very much because 
we've worked hard to put 
together a tight unit,” he said. 
“It's a mistake to remove the 
coach because you can't 
remove the players - the best 
players in the UK are here 
give or take a couple of names. 

“We've had three coaches 
since Micky Stewart and the re- 
sults have marginally improved 
although they are still a little bit 
roller-coaster and I don’t think 
it’s right to blame the coach.” 

Gooch believes one possible 
answer is to remove overseas 
players from the domestic game 
and invest their large salaries mi 

developing home-grown talent 
“I have nothing against them in 
principle, but to take £100,000 out 
of the wage tail for one player, 
you have to ask whether that is 
money well spent?" 

■ Shane Warne is to lead Aus- 
tralia’s one-day team in the 
absence of injured captain, 
Steve Waugh. The latter’s twin 
brother, Mark, was chosen as 
vice-captain in the 14-man 
squad picked for the first five 
matches of the triangular series 
against England and Sri Lanka. 

Australia squad. Digest 
page 27 
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SOUTH AFRICA duly rounded 
off their fourth successive 
victory over the West Indies 
yesterday by the irrefutable 
margin of 149 runs. But they 
had their celebrations delayed 
until an hour-and-a-quarter 
after lunch as they encoun- 
tered their first genuine resis- 
tance for the match. 

With their fragile top order 
swept aside on the previous 
afternoon, the West Indies' 
position was hopeless as they 
resumed at 93 for 6 after Han- 
sie Cronje's second declaration 
left them an unrealistic 422 to 
win. 

For a change, the lower 
order did not offer its usual 
meek surrender. With the left- 
handed wicket-keeper Ridley 
Jacobs weighing in with a solid, 
unbeaten 69, the last four wick- 
ets raised 178 from the day's 
51.4 overs before man of the 
match Jacques Kailis com- 
pleted South Africa's triumph 
with the second new ball and 
his fifth wicket to add to his 


By Tony Cozier 
in Cape Town 

S Africa 406-8 dec & 226-7 dec 
WCst Indies 212 & 271 
South Africa win by 149 runs 

scores of 110 and 88 not out Zt 
elevated him into a small band 
with eight others who have 
had such a profound all-round 
influence on a Test match. 

“It was nice for us to do some 
dapping today,” the West Inches 
captain, Brian Lara, himself out 
in the last over the previous day 
acknowledged. “The lower 
order showed that the South 
African attack can be dealt 
with if we do it in a proper 
manner.” 

The overdue West Indian 
fight provided unexpected 
entertainment for a remarkable 
crowd of 7,200 which, with 
entrance reduced to R5 i55pi, 
turned out for what appeared 
likely to be less than an hour’s 
cricket 

South Africa were clearly 


handicapped by the strained 
hamstring that prevented Allan 
Donald from bowling and by a 
couple of dropped catches to 
add to the four in the first 
innings. For the first time in the 
series, their fielding was not 
exceptional and Jacobs and 
the fast-bowling trio of Nixon 
McLean, Curtly Ambrose and 
Merv Dillon prospered. 

Jacobs, appearing in bis 
debut series at the age of 31, has 
been the outstanding excep- 
tion to the overall West Indian 
mediocrity. He has taken 
several breath taking catches in 
the four Tests thus far and his 
batting has been solid and 
uncomplicated. Dropped from 
a difficult catch in the gully in 
the day’s first over before be 
bad scored, he remained to the 
end, undefeated after three and 
a quarter hours, his 10 bound- 
aries evidence of his prompt 
dispatch of the bad balL 

After Ottis Gibson was run 
out by Jonty Rhodes for 13, 
Jacobs added 65 with McLean, 


34 with Curtly Ambrose and 64 
for the last wicket with Dillon. 

McLean, also left-handed, 
belted three big sixes in his 39. 
the third into the adjoining 
Newlands railway station at 
midwicket, Ambrose made 19 
off 34 balls and Dillon's five 
boundaries in 36 were executed 
with a bent knee and a 
flourishing straight bat as Ever- 
ton Weekes used to do iL 

It was always going to be in 
vain but at least it lifted the 
spirits of the West Indies who 
now face their first 5-0 loss ever 
with the final Test starting at 
Centurion Park outside Pretoria 
on 15 January 

The captain, Hansie Cronje, 
said the prospect of a series 
whitewash was not a special 
consideration for him. 

“We have been motivated 
throughout," he said. “I don’t 
think the fact that we can m ake 
it 5-0 will add anything to that 
We want to win every Ttest 
match we play, whatever the 
state of the series. Butit might 


Cairns the rock as Kiwis force draw to clinch series 


NEW ZEALAND yesterday won 
their home series against India 
after forcing a draw with a solid 
second-innings score in the 
third and final Ttest in Hamilton. 

New Zealand took the series 
1-0 by virtue of their four- wicket 
win in the second Test in 
Wellington. The first' Test, in 
Dunedin, was abandoned to 
rain without a ball bowled. 

4 New Zealand put an Indian 
'■ f ^victory out of reach on the final 
day with a mighty second 


New Zealand 366 & 464-8 dec 
India 416 & 249-2 
Match drawn 

New Zealand win series 1-0 

innings, led by a punishing 126 
from Chris Cairns, who was 
awarded man of the match. 
The all-rounder also took six 
wickets in the match. 

When Stephen Fleming, the 
New Zealand captain, declared 
at 464 for 8 13 minutes after 
lunch, India were 414 runs be- 


hind and could only hope to see 
off an unKkefy defeat. Their task 
was made even easier after 
injuries forced New Zealand to 
take the field without two of its 
specialist bowlers. 

Dion Nash had back pain and 
Daniel Vettori went to hospital 
for a precautionary X-ray on a 
finger hurt in fielding practice. 
Simon Doull was suffering heat 
stroke but bowled four overs. 

With little left to salvage 
from the match except some 


pride, India's Rahul Dravid and 
Saurav Ganguly hammered 
New Zealand’s part-time 
bowlers and both reached un- 
beaten centuries by stumps. 

Fleming said he had delayed 
his declaration because he 
wanted to make sure the Indi- 
ans were out of the game. “The 
pitch had hardly deteriorated 
and there was no way we could 
have bowled them out Also, 
three of our bowlers were 
injured or ill” he said. 


This was India's third defeat 
in consecutive away series 
against New Zealand, which 
Anshuman Gaekwad, the India 
coach, blamed on poor catching 
and a lack of bowling firepower 
“We batted all right and the 
bowling wasn’t too bad, 
although there is no doubt that 
three strike bowlers were not 
enough to beat this fine side,” 
he said. 

The failure of India’s open- 
ers during the tour was anoth- 


er disappointment for the visi- 
tors. Ajay Jadeja and Navjot 
Sidhu went cheaply in all four 
Test innings played In the 
series. 

Final Hay. India won (055 
NEW ZEALAND - Fine Innings 366 (M 
/ Home 67. ff G Ttaose 67: J Srrnach 5-95). 
INDIA - First liming? A16 (R S Dravid 
190. S R Tendulkar 67. J Sruvirh 76: C L 
Calms $-107). 

NEW ZEALAND - Second timings 

(Overnight: 373 lor 6) 

C L Calms c Dravid t> Kumbte 126 

O J Nash run our - 63 

D L Utttorl not our *3 

Extras (b9 Ib7 wl nM| 25 

Tbcal (for 8 dac) 464 


Did not bae P I Wiseman. 5 a Doull. 
IWI (COM): 7-372 8-464 
Bowing: Prasad 33-8-75-1 ; R Singh fc 1 9- 
3-I02W rlw); Srtnadr 27-6-90-1 (SHU); 
KumWe 45.5-13-124-3: Tendulkar 7-0-30- 
2: Ganguly 6-1-27-0 (3nb). 

INDIA - S to od Ipntngs 

A D Jadeja C Panre 0 Gums — 21 

N S Sdhub Calms ...13 

R S Dravid not out 103 

S C Ganguly not out 101 

Extras (Ib9 ntj?) 1 1 

Tbcal (for 2) 249 

Did noc b«c *S R Tendulkar. M Acharud- 
tiln. IN J? MonglA A Humble. J Srinath. B 
K Venkatesh Prasad. R Singh |iw. 

FaD: 1-33 2-55. 

Bowling: Doull 4-0-1 7m; Calms 9-1 -30- 
2: Mrtman 17-4-5 9-0: Wiseman 12-0-80- 
0: Twose 9.1-0-50-0: Home 1 -0-4-0. 
Umpires: D B Cowte (NZI and R E 
Koertcen (SA|. 


SPORT/25 


Rangers 
handed 
another 
big draw 


--..aw . : ■ .Jjfefrv - 

South African wicketkeeper Mark Boucher and team-mate DaryD Cullinan celebrate as Curtly Ambrose is given out yesterday Reuters 

S Africa meet late resistance 


just add a little bit more spark 
to them." 

Although the series has 
been decided, the South 
African selectors once again 
resisted mounting pressure 
from the Sports Minister Steve 
Ihhwete to choose more non- 
white players in the team. They 
announced the same squad of 
12 in which opener Herschelle 
Gibbs and left-arm spinner 
Paul Adams, both mixed race 
“coloured" under the old 
apartheid classification, are 
the only non-whites. 

Fifth dajc Soudi Africa won toss 

SOUTH AFHCA - Hist Innings 406-8 
dec (D J Cullinan 1 68. J H Kalhs 1 10). 
WEST INDIES - First Innings 212 
(CL Hooper 86). 

SOUTH AFRICA - Second Innings 
226-7 decO H Kailb B8no. W J Crwrje 54). 
WEST INDIES - Second tamings 

(Overnight: 93-6) 

IR D Jacobs not Out 69 

O 0 Gtoson run Out 1 3 

NAM McLean c Adams b Halls.. 39 

CEL Ambrose c Kirsten b Adams 19 

M Dillon c Cron|e b Kailis 36 

Extras [Ib2 nb12) 14 

Tbcal 271 

NIL 1-2 2-7 3-15 4-47 5-87 6-87 7-108 
8-173 9-207. 

Bowling-. PoBock 25-3 -49-2 (12nb); Kailis 
37.4-4-90-5: Cron|<? 1-1 -0-0: 

Terbmgge 11-4-40-0: Adams 23-5-80-2; 
Cullinan 4-1-10-0. 


GBY LEAGUE 


by Dave Had field 


EGREMONT RANGERS, the 
amateurs who reached the last 
1 6 of the SIk Cut Challenge Ciqj 
last year, will fancy their 
chances of making progress 
again after drawing York in 
the third round yesterday. 

The Cumbrian side beat 
their professional neighbours, 
Workington Town, last time, 
while York have twice gone out 
to amateurs in recent years. 

Other sides who cannot 
afford to be over-confident 
include Bramley who are at 
home to Leigh Miners 
Rangers, and Workington, who 
have to beat the leaders of the 
National Conference, Skirlaugh 
from Humberside, if they are to 
avoid a second ignominious 
season. 

Doncaster; who have been in 
turmoil during the winter, lost 
to Ffeatherstone Lions last year 
and face another potential 
banana skin in tiie shape of Old- 
ham St Annes. 

The ties, which guarantee 
home ground advantage to the 
professional clubs, will be 
played on the weekend erf 30 and 
31 January. The 13 participat- 
ing Super League dubs - 
Gateshead have decided not to 
enter the Cup - join the com- 
petition in the fourth round. 

Last year’s Challenge Cup 
winners, the Sheffield Eagles, 
have continued their restruc- 
turing for the coming season by 
signing the St Helens utility 
player; Paul Anderson, at the 
third attempt Sheffield are 
paying £10,000 for the Great 
Britain Academy international, 
whose appearances for Saints 
were mainly as a versatile 
substitute. 

The Eagles' coach, John 
Kear; believes that Anderson 
win thrive on a more regular 
role with Sheffield. “Bis 
arrival will compensate in the 
forwards for some of the key 
players who have left,” he said. 

The Hull chief executive. 
Brian Callam, has criticised 
the Rugby League tribunal's 
ruling that they will (Hily receive 
£25,000 from the Bradford Bulls 
for another Academy interna- 
tional forward, Lee Radford. 
Radford played in the second 
row in both under- 19 Tests 
against France last season and 
is generally regarded as one of 
the brightest young prospects 
in the country. “I thought we 
would get a lot more for him,” 
said Callam. 

Meanwhile, Bradford have 
re-appointed their New 
Zealand international, Robbie 
Paul as team captain. Paul 
will now captain his elder 
brother; Henry, who has been 
recruited from Wigan, during 
the coming season 

Another senior professional, 
Steve McNamara, takes over 
from the younger Paul as the 
dub captain. He has also been 
awarded the loose forward’s 
No 13 shirt superseding Sonny 
Nichle, who has moved to St 
Helens as a free agent 

SBJK CUT CHALLENGE CUP THrd-reond 
draw. Barrow v Dudley Kill; Bailey v 
CrstJe/onJ Lode Lane; Brarnify v Leigh Min- 
ers Rangers; Dewsbury v Slridat; Doncasi- 
erv Oldham St Aimes: Feattvrrsione Rovers 
v Ti<o<nhnl: Hemei Stags v Feacnerscotie Li- 
ons; HcAl KK v Iteih Brow Hornets: Hun- 
slet v Townvllle; Keighley v Rochdale 
Mayfield: Lancashire Lyra v Asfcam: Leigh v 
Norland: Oldham v Ecdes; Rochdale v 
wton Sc Aides; Swintan vMofcbareen: fcWite- 
Iwmhi v Saddleworth; Wfdnes v West Hull; 
Workington v SL It laugh; Vorti v Egrernom. 
pie; to be played an 30 or 31 Jmuary). 




LINGFIELD 

HYPERION 

15L50 Castle Ashby Jack 1.20 Krystal Max 1450 
Star Him 2J25 Mere Slad 2.55 Cantgetyour- 
breath X25 Harvey White 3.55 Half Tide 

GOING: Standard (AI- weather surface). 

STALLS: Instie, except Sf (outside). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low numbers best up to 71 

■ Left-hand, sharp course. Eqwtrack surface 

■ Coutbbc SE Crftormon B202& Lmgfak) Station (served by 
London Victoria) sfedns course ADMISSION: One Endosua 
£ 10 . CAR PARK: CU> £3; rest Iran 

mLEAONG 7RA1NSB: Q L Uoora 83-628 ft33*l R Han«» 47-367 

(S2%i M Johnston 44-260 (Ufity 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS; A CfQTfc 73-521 {£5%). J WSaver 60-OT 
(82.1%). S Sanders 65-SB3 (HS%1 fl Cochnws 52-323 (*«)■ 

■ FAVOURITES: 691-2071 (334%). 

BLMCERED FIRST TBfe BfoN D«fli (1250) Mwtab (225) Nanb- 
sm Sun {1251 DawnTlWdsr [3251 Msfcw (wioratl _ 

nPTcnl RED GAUNTLET SELLING STAKES 

1 I^.OU| (CLASS G) £2,500 added 7f 

f asi- -PMatafl® 

2 ooooo- aumOHE (is) u 

3 0000- CASTUAS^JAaafl(C0)PHj*a596 TWfc«4 

4 OOOMCOf«aAMLL0PBM59«..-..^O»»OJ>aw 

5 5600- DARK MENACE (159) (D) E W** 7 96 -* % 

6 352-34 FRiam BRAVE (2) (C 0) >fe G Kefeway 9 9 6 r* ^ 1 ! 

7 00060 JUSTUOANUS (6) (0 uJirtafgS 

B £800- lid CANARD (2S2) » 

9 05504- PR^SEAL(»)4CPQi^96 

V ii»sn«mmwcDwdlW)"« — 

11 006W- UURABECT(t9)((3 .SD«WN«B 

e DOOM WBJ)niY(liSA)!5)nkfcnfln5D6 

Q 05605 BUIEDASimW) B ' '.'.T uZ«5 

U TO06- FRANKIE FA* (W) (P) 

« 0550 IffiVBWOLF PRINCESS (1H? (CO) T J 

is om- Sil^ii5tw'j* l ”i ■ AaBrt1 

-IBdedtu&d- 

Brnwc: 11 J Frank* Fair, 6-1 Friemfly Bw*. 7-1 Hewgofl Wn«»*. 

mSiSL 

Prints SmLUIWi feet WMm 


FORM VERDICT 

Qutts an HBresBnfl seler. with one or two wth don artarton 
*1 the market oof least the Intetwtlng Blue Dawn. Preference 
though S far the betterdrawn FRANKIE FAIR. If she is any- 
where near her ben -said OB an If - she would haw an 
officiant chance in INs company. 


r-f on I GUY MANNER1NG CLAIMING STAKES 
I *~\ (CLASS E) £3,500 added 5f 

1 0041-2 ANOKATO (CO) T Ub 593 L Carter SB 

2 IBM KHVSDU. BAX (21(0)) TDBaran 691 J0ntotoyHM(5)1 

3 KCO- SCUND THE TRUMPET (37) (CD) R Speer 765-9 W*«or#> 2 

4 S6DC&- MN0ETBIES(1EJ(p)KM»y483 CCetfcp)4B 

-attectarad- 

BETIIHG: owns Krystal tease, 64 AM*m,S-1 Dande Times, 10-1 Sard 
TbsT/uqpsf 

FORM VERDICT 

KRYSTAL MAX h farm and wtth a mart»d athantaee a! 
wetfirtB. nfl be isdremely hard to boat Anoteto ia me only 
roahf b c attamaCva. 


GET MARRIED AT LINGFIELD HAND- 
l,qu l 1CAP (F) (DIV I) £2,750 added im 2f 

1 6ta> ROteWf REEL (29) (CD) G L Lkne B 9 O —Candy llonla 3 

2 1631- THE GREEN GREY (M)(C)D UfflS 5 BB ACtertl 

3 OCOOO- SHAIIWASttSOHG N Catalan 9 3_J P Spencer (3)7 

4 OO533. BEGua£WBJtfinson56fi.- -TSpral»4 

5 250D4- 5MR TURN MR Fta*«r5B 11 DaneOTMB 

6 oemo- PRIORS MOOR (17) R AmtJrang 4 67 -RPlfcaB 

7 30000- HUBSU-DANCBf ROa*an5B5 JlCteWaS 

6 44062- GQUJBI UWC (IB) J 4 7 1) - -GBbntaeM 

B 006C&- UFTBOY(lSA){12)[C)PBugi>)ineC71Q- F(4o«»2 

-Sdeckrad- 

l^nkrum 7S 10D. To» hendteap t&gim: UfiBof7sl9*. 

BETONG: W THa ftwo 4-1 Roman Rb*. 11^ 2\ Beguie.^ 8tar^ Tnn. 

6-t Gotten Ijifc, S-t KugteQanm; IO-I Priors tew, 1*-l Mwt 

FORM VERDICT 

Oua5fian marid omttmcllM&inckidkQrhBtkmGty. 
who woUd probably be a flood thing if Ws was oner a mia 
but who» te h doubt Beguile is another who has 


B< LYRIC, who has Wl the ttnwseton Bw te pfotaay his 
qatenum diatanca 


o'ocl WAVERLEY MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
1±“. D) £5,000 added 6f 

1 20CS- AMAD (IQ (BF) F? Uanti 59 0 -S«B«ni(7)« 

2 HPBUM.SWOVWUK4 9U -Naitln Dtryw 3 

3 858- MAWKA8 (17) Ifes Q Kdbway 49 0 SWUmMiIOB 

4 ftWS- JOKATHAJire GfH.ffiJfti*sr 4 95 GSanhesIS 

5 00052- PEARtX QUSI (B) G &a«y 4 9 5 APofi(5)5 

6 DO- AiafiHALS PLACE (176) RArmsIrong 33 B. — -JV Chrt 3 

8 SUPRBIE SALUTATION T D Bator 386 OPonl 

9 O WHDT«HGcni]) RHwrenaea -Dan. 07W17 

V (5- UB)ESmD(3) APJovs383 SDromaS 

BETTING: 2-1 teattan, 9-a Alnod, 6-1 fanperM En*ey; 8-1 Uawfab, 9-1 
Mere Sted. >0<1 PwriyCkiesa Supreme SteuWten, 10-1 rths re 

FORM VERDICT 

MMtf^nsMiEirherafiDrostshtesdWhawiobAraspfiCf- 
ed and two other Ighdy-roced sons team good yards, tha bet- 
ring roads mtchtig. But AJNAD ates a fair standaid far them 
to a*n arffir sold tom it harKfcap company and hs «- 
pertoncs nand hare Is a good asset. 


okI LINGFIELD PARK ANTIQUES FAIR 
IriTTJ HANDICAP (D) £5£50 added 3YO & 

1 33031- PMHCE PROSPECT 1*3 LEhtbs BE 

J P Spencer (3) 2 

2 22434- PIXJY MILLS (9) P Evans 9 7 DwaOTWIBV 

3 52521- BAHTWXjQIEW (43) (CP) T J Kaxpcn B t) — TSpn*o3 

4 50K1- SERBITEG(19)pX^ BPaSngBC G FMfcrar{3) a 

5 0404&- THOMAS HBBYPOJJ 5 UooreBt) -TOTMPJr 

B 3M62- CANTGETVDUnBflEATH (19) (D) BtteehanBfi 

Hannon (7)1 B 

7 6622- DOUY DAYDREAM (150) (D)K May BB .CCadte(n4 

B 0636 GLASTONBURY (5) ^Phwring 7 h- 

9 004- m^[»rnGEC77)PC3»B»ngs7«. hBantenl9 

-Bdadarad- 

Mnhwn wight fat JOB. Hue handcap Ate's Cotage 7tt 7b. 

BETTWG:3-1 BarthoWimt MSereoTeft Cartgteyoirtratev 8-1 Prince 
PwpaeL 7-1 Petty MB* Defly Day Dream, w GteatontonMM teltert 

FORM VERDICT 

A taut start to essential owr Hf and CANTGETYOUR- 
BREATH bidaalybenhod to mahft the most o4 Ns frortHrun- 
nng has a dw chanced barfing Satan Tag and 

through hw, Pofly USIs and anrihotoroe'* a todays wuighm 
aBhough fh» teSMamad is tefy to Improve « has to tm feared. 


o pel IVANHOE HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
— 1 £2,750 added 1m 5f 

1 20600- ROHnffiMSJN(44)TUte59tl... Lin Hadkatt (7) 4 E 

2 3086- MOUKAN (B) (CtQ (Bf) P Evans 6 9 n -~..T Q UdaughAi 5 

3 D630-1 WSTnGQtHJE p) (C) fl Haman 4 9 9 DanaOTteMT 

4 205/3- DOUBLE FUHfT (17) Mss B SandsiS 569 A dart 6 

5 3830-2 HARVEY WHITE (6) JPoaite7B1 APo«{S)B 

6 OOOOO- TAZXnx (731) B Hgram 4 7 GBarthwB2 

7 00200 9APPHRESON (E) POart*77B 5«^aun{7)3 

8 0206-5 DMVNTHEAD£R(S) JSIfcm47 D A*dwlaIB)7B 

-Bdedarad- 

ttftunaegte 7sf ion Ihetam^iw^appMSonSD^ 
ar THStJ. 

BETHteGZ-l Hanray Wilte.Wtai£ari,7-2Uyaa9>gi*,T-lDoufcfel : lohL 
12-1 Sapphba Son, ifrl Hattwm Sun, ao-i UnMya. &i DareiTwder 

FORM VERDICT 

Now riial ha aeamg to be getting hte act wgaaier on «W. HAR- 
VEY WHITE hotts strong claims today. Last waeM) second 
hen fools add and ha te balwi to M recent course winners 
Mystagogun and Noukari. 


O ce l GET MARRIED AT LINGFIELD HAND- 
l ICAP (F) (DIV II) £2.750 added im 2f 

1 225)2- PROSPECTOR’S COVE (B) (CD) J ftare 6 9 Tl — HWte7 

2 63232 C0NFR0KTB1 (E)(CD)SDsMit)94 PDwp)$ 

S 00253- ZAM(S GlUoow493.-. HMgh«l4B 

4 00522- UUMTAOTBPi*ng4B1i GFauKwr|3)B 

5 0362-2 HALFTIDEmPMchel 58ft Jlltey2 

6 00000- SAffi®autT(T7)H1btKtos<3S- -GBB«teefl3B 

? 00053- KANAWA (12) A F Jones 5 71) JM«ton5 

8 OHO- PERSEPHONE (21) C Aim 87 « XCteOdaiB 

-Sftodared- 

MMoumrTtelOto fiUBtfcapneghtsiKanaiiefXSIb.P^tmKSaUlb. 

8ET7WG;lMtfalfTkte 1 7-2ftnapeckrtCraB,WCaniwtotS-llJbnf- 

H, 1»ZeeM. 9-1 KNUNte, 10-1 Sabre Butt 20-1 Persephone 
FORM VERDICT 

Phap UtcheO Is keen io strike qutafcly with HALF TIDE, who 
is due to go up 7 Bj after Ms good Sricond here tat Saturday 
and is a LgMty-niewJ 3yo on the vpgrade. Tbe luddessCoo- 
trontar and top weight Prospector's Cow are the dangers. 


Finn fights back 
to win on black 


THE SCUNTHORPE profes- 
sional Matthew Couch, a quar- 
ter-finalist two months ago at 
the UK championship in 
Bournemouth, failed to win his 
first match of the New Year in 
tht» third qualifying round of the 
Regal Scottish Open in Black- 
pool yesterday 

The world No 78, who also 
reached the last 16 of the Irish 
Open in Dublin a month ago, 
was beaten 5-4 by Finland's 
Robin Hull, who potted the 
pink and black in the deciding 
frame to go through to the sec- 
ond phase of qualifying which 
starts on Sunday. Couch, up to 
35 in the provisional rankings, 
led 2-1 and 4-3 but Hull, the 
world No 104, snatched a late 
victory after forcing the de- 
cider with a break of 62. 

Hull, whose father owns a 
snooker dub in Helsinki, was 
also responsible for the highest 
break of the match, an 80, to 
lead 3-2. 

Tony Knowles' hopes of 


making further progress were 
dashed when the 43-year-old 
from Bolton was beaten 5-1 by 
Alfie Burden, who fired in 
breaks af!05 and 66. 

Another casualty was the 
Canadian Bob Chaperon. He 
lost 5-3 to Marcus Campbell, the 
player who whitewashed 
Stephen Hendry 9-0 in the first 
roundoftheUKChampion&hfo 
in November 

Fellow Canadian Kirk 
Stevens has now officially with- 
drawn from the British Open 
qualifying competition, which 
starts today. He is still strand- 
ed on the snowbound eastern 
seaboard of Canada. 

■Dennis who retires at 
the end of the season, is hoping 
to bow wit by guiding his north- 
ern Ireland side to^ victory in the 
inaugural five-team Nations 
Cup, being staged at the 
Telewest Arena in Newcastle, 
from 16 to 24 January. 
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Football: More substance than style? Certainly the much-travelled manager 


has an elevated judgement of his self-worth 


Atkinson poised for next big offer 


By Guy Hodgson 


IF ONE thing struck no one as a sur- 
prise in the PR disaster that has 
been Nottingham Fbrest this week 
it was the whereabouts of their pro- 
posed new manager Big Ron? Bar- 
bados. Where else would he be? 

Ron Atkinson is nothing if not styl- 
ish. Flash he might be. A little too 
quick -with the one-liner to be nn- 
questioningiy trusted, possibly. But 
you cannot knock the man’s polish. 
So when Fbrest came knoc k i n g on 
Tuesday his reaction was that he was 
on holiday (celebrating his wife's 
50tfa birthday) and that he would talk 
when he came back. That is a fine 
judgement of one’s self-worth. 

tt is also a characteristic of Atkin- 
son’s 28-year managerial career 
He has found just about every rea- 
son there is to leave dubs, but even 
when he has been sacked his confi- 
dence appears to have remained 
intact It might have been an act but 
to the public Champagne Charlie 
was alive and well, just waiting for 
the next big offer to come along. And, 
as this week proves, it surely wilL 

It is a lifestyle that is a for ay from 
Atkinson the player, who was about 
as removed from the shiny Big Ron 
image as you could get He was big 
all right - his nickname was “The 
Tank” - but to describe him as 
exotic would be wrong. He was a 
straight-forward, no nonsense 
defender and midfielder who would 
probably collect more yellow than 
Christinas cards if he played today. 

Like Howard Wilkinson and Jim 
Smith, whose playing careers were 
similarly eclipsed when they went 

into management, Atirins nn began 

coaching at non-League dubs and 
oofy became noticed on a wider scale 
when he guided Cambridge United 
from the Fourth to the Second 
Division in successive seasons. 

Vfest Bromwich Albion employed 
him next and with limited resources 
he created the finest Baggies team 
since the 1550s, finishing third in the 
First Division in 1979. It was not the 
results that beguiled, however but 
the way the team played. Bryan Rob- 
son, Laurie Cunningham, CyriHe 
Regis - Albion were a blend of graft 
and flamboyance whose finest 
moment came in December 1980 
when they slaughtered Manchester 
United 5-3 at OldH-afford, and even 
the home crowd applauded them off 

That day was remembered, and 
when United wanted a higher-pro- 
file manager than the (fiUgent but un- 



1939: Bom Liverpool, 1 8 March. 
1956-62: Joins Aston Villa as an . 
apprentice. Fails to make a first- 
team appearance. 

1962-68: Moves to Oxford Unit- 
ed. Makes 382 appearances, scor- 
ing 72 goals. Shares in their 
promotion to the Third Division 
and the championship. 

1971-74: Player-manager of Kct- 
tering. Resigns. ! 

1974-78: Appointed manager of i 
Cambridge United. Gains promo- | 
don In successive years from the 
Fourth to the Second Division. 
Resigns. 

1978-81: Manager of West 
Bromwich Albion. In 1978 
knocked out of FA Cup semi-finals 
by eventual winners, Ipswich, in 
1 979 reaches fourth round of Uefa 
Cup and finishes third In the First 
Division. Resigns. 

1981-86: Appointed manager of 
i Manchester United. FA Cup win- 
ners In 1 983 and 1 985 and never 
finish below fourth place in the 
First Division. Is eventually sacked 
for foiling to win the champi- 
onship. 

1987: Returns to manage west 
Bromwich Albion. Resigns after 1 7 
months. 


1988: Manager of Atletico 
Madrid. Sacked after 96 days and 
replaced by erstwhile assistant, 
Colin Addison. 


1989-91: Manager of Sheffield 
Wednesday, but fails to prevent 


Ron of good luck: Ron Atkinson seems set to accept a lucrative offer from Nottin gham Fbrest after his eight-month managerial lay-off 


Emptcs 


dynamic Dave Sexton it was Atkin- 
son they turned tain many ways it 
was a happy marriage. Atkinson pro- 
vided Old ’frafford with its quick-quip 
figurehead and no one could 
describe his five-year tenure as a feil- 
ure. The FA Cup was won in 1983 and 
1985, and United never finished out- 
side the top four in the First Division. 
But they were desperate for the 
championship and when the Holy 
Grail never came, he was sacked. 

Results was the reason given at 
the time - United were second from 


bottom when. Alex Ferguson came 
in November 1986-but Atkinson had 
compiled a team heavy on experi- 
ence but with a short shelf-life, and 
the youth system was neglected to 
the point of crisis. The facade at Oki 
Trafiford was fine, but the substance 
was suspect, a description that crit- 
ics might apply to Big Ron himself. 

Since United, Atkinson has trav- 
elled with varying success. He won 
the League Cup with Aston Villa and 
Sheffield Wednesday, but there is a 
sense of decline. He was moved 


upstairs at Coventry City and 
brought m for a temporary repair job 
at Hillsborough last season. 

Wednesday hadirine points from 
13 games when Atkinson took over 
and although he resuscitated them 
to 16th place his contract was not 
renewed last May. It is the only 
occasion that he appeared gen- 
uinely shocked by the fickleness of 
football “I have been left numb 
with betrayal,’' he wrote in The 
Sun “Let down sadly and savagely 
by weak men I believe should have 


been stronger. Rarely have I felt 
more disappointed - no, worse than 
that, absolutely disgusted - by the 
pinstripes in the boardroom.” 

Atkinson has since concentrated 
on media work, commentating for 
ITV on the World Cup and the 
Champions’ League. His bon mots 
have legendary status, but for all his 
problems with Fn gfish only a cur- 
mudgeon would deny him his place 
among the best football experts. 

Rich enough not to need to work 

a gain, Atkinson, fifl, Was hankered for 


management since May. “People 
might think Tm barmy, ” he said 
recently, “but I miss the life. I love 
pitting mywits against the best the 
Uni teds. Arsenals and Liverpools. I 
enjoy being involved.” 

Fbrest, it seems, will give him the 
chance a nd the game will be more 
interesting for his involvement 

A man who responded to dis- 
missal by Atletico Madrid after 96 
days with: “Okay, let’s talk about my 
testimonial” will always be loved 
more than loathed 


Wednesday, bur fails to prevent 
relegation in 1990. Consolation 
comes in die following season with 
a 1-0 victory in the Littlewoods 
Cup against former club Man- 
chester United, and promotion 
back to the First Division. Resigns 
in July. 

1993-95: Manager of Aston Vina. 
Manchester United beat Villa Into 
second place in the Premier 
League in 1 993. but are them- 
selves denied the treble by Villa's 
3-1 victory in the 7994 Coca-Cola 
Cup. Uefa Cup triumph over hold- 
ers Intemazionale. but Villa suf- 
fer eight defeats in nine League 
matches. Leaves by mutual con- 
sent. 


I 1995-97: Succeeds Phil Neal as 
manager of Coventry Gty. Suc- 
cessfully leads annual rescue act. 
Moves upstairs to allow Gordon 
Strachan to become manager and 
then resigns. 

1997-98: Manager of Sheffield , 
Wednesday. Avoids relegation for 
six months. Owls finish 16th In 
table and contract Is not renewed. I 


1999: Confirms he has been 
approached by Nottingham For- 
est to succeed Dave Bassett as 
manager. 


‘Women should be in the kitchen, not in football’ 


As Said by Ron 


I NEVER comment on referees and 

I’m not going to break the habit of 
a lifetime for that prat After West 
Brom's Uefa Cop defeat by Red 
Star Belgrade. 1979. 

You’re welcome to my home 
phone number, gentlemen. But 
please remember not to ring me dur- 
ing The Sweeney. On being 
appointed Manchester United 
manager, 1981. 

'It’s bloody tough being a legend. 
At United. 1983. 

Q: What’s the Gidman situation, 
Ron? Is he in plaster? A: No, he's in 
Marbella. Press conference 
exchange at Old Trafford, 1985. 

Balloon ball The percentage 
game. Route One. It’s crept into the 

top division. We get asked to lend 


Phil Shaw on the wit and wisdom of ‘Big Ron 7 , the manager 
never short of a bottle of bubbly or a pithy comment or six 


youngsters to these teams but we 
wont do it They come bads with bad 
habits, big legs and good eyesight 
At the tune of Watford's success 
with the long-ball game, 1984. 

Half an hour? You could shoot 
Ben Hur in half an hour, You’ve got 
15 seconds. To a photographer 
who ashed for 30 minutes, 1984. 

I’ve had to swap my Merc for a 
BMW I'm down to my last 37 suits 
and Tm drinking non-vintage cham- 
pagne. On life after the sack by 
United, 1987. 

I believe there are only a select 
few managers who can handle the 
real giants of this world. I happen to 
be one of them. At Atletico Madrid, 
a month before his dismissal 1988. 


These Iraqis don’t take any pris- 
oners. Summarising for ITV at the 
World Cup finals, 1986. 

Blimey, you’re the first bird I've 
met with an FA coaching badge. To 
a female journalist who asked 
about Sheffield Wednesday’s kmg^ 
ball game under his predecessor 
1989. 

Women should be in the dis- 
cotheque, the boutique and the 
kitchen, but not in fbotbalL As 
Wednesday manager. 1989. 

I always make sure I write Atkin- 
son, D on the team sheet Sometimes 
I wonder if I’m making a mistake. On 
his namesake Dalian's eni gmat ic 
form at Aston Villa, 1993. 

The criterion I’ve always used to 


judge my teams is: do I eqjoy watch- 
ing them? Enjoying Wednesday's 
renaissance, 1990. 

I just bumped into CyriDe Regis 
and I said: “What's all this crap about 
you finding God? You worked with 
him at West Brom for four years." 
After a match at Coventry; 1990. 

Wie had a full, serious and con- 
structive discussion at half-time - 
then decided to give it the full bol- 
locks. After VQla hit back to win, 
1993. 

At least we were consistent - use- 
less in defence, mediocre in midfield 
and crap up front After a Villa 
defeat at Coventry; 1992. 

The only way I'd be interested in 
the England job is as player- 


manager. The eternal five-a-side 
player, 1994. 

Just think -Barbra Streisand and 
Ron Atkinson at Wembley in the 
same year Win, lose or draw it’s got 
to be a great season. F^eparing Villa 
for the Coca-Cola Cup final 1994. 

There are one or two players 
about who’d like it renamed the 
Vodka and Coca-Cola Cup. Before 
the final, 1994. 

The highlight of nay World Cup 
was bumping into Jfrank Sinatra at 
the Friday night concert in LA. I 
turned the corner with Gary New- 
bon and there he was with Bob Hope. 
After USA 94. 

My missus reckons that if people 
don't recognise me in the street, I go 
back and tell them who I am. After 
becoming Coventry manager. 
1995. 

Rarely in my life have 1 felt more 


disappointed - no, worse than that, 
absolutely disgusted - by the pin 
stripes in the boardroom who have 
soldmeoui “Numb with betrayal” 
after sacking by Wednesday, 1998. 

ABOUT RON 


AS FAR as he's concerned, he’s God 
There’s nobody big enough to tell him 
what to do. MARGARET ATKIN- 
SON, first wife, after news broke 
of an extra-marital afihii; 1984. 

This person suffers a Lot from 
erotic fantasies. He thinks a lot 
about sex, though he is devoted to 
his mother. GRAPHOLOGIST 
commissioned by ITV to analyse 
Atkinson's writing be ft) re FA Cup 
final 1985. 

I’ve already paid him £250,000 in 
compensation. Now he wants 
£50,000 more. He thinks my name is 


Onassis. JESUS GIL, Atletico 
Madrid president, 1989. 

The only relaxed boss is Big Ron. 
He had me drinking pink c ha m pa g ne 
- before a match. HARRY RED- 
KNAPR West Ham manager, 1995. 

They call him Big Fat Ron 
because he’s a big spender on trans- 
fers. I just call him Eat Ron. 
MALCOLM ALLISON, 1993. 

Ron is one of the top three man- 
agers in the country. DOUG ELLIS, 
Villa chairman, three weeks before 
sacking him, 1994. 

Ron is the last of the great char- 
acter manag ers, who can run a 
dub on their personality and knowl- 
edge. I try to tell people here that 
they have a bonus by playing under 
him, because his like will not be seen 
again. GORDON STRACHAN 
shortly before sncceeding him at 
Coventry, 1996. 


New colours of 


Villeneuve put 
into spotlight 


EXTRAVAGANT LAUNCHES, lofty 
ambitions, noise, colour and con- 
troversy: It can mean only that 
fbnnula One is back on the road 

Two months before the start of 
another world championship, grand 
prix racing’s newest team set the 
pace by unveiling their cars yester- 
day and, true to this sport-come- 
business, steered straight into a 
confrontation with the governing 
body. 

British American Racing, the 
team that has risen from the ashes 
of Tyrrell introduced their drivers, 
the 1997 world champion, Jacques 
Villeneuve, and the GT champion, 
Ricardo Zonta, with their machinery 
at the factory in BracHey. barely the 

distance of a lap from Silver-stone. 

Can«riMi" Villeneuve, who left 
’ff flKams to join the adventure led by 
his former manager, Craig Pollock, 
appeared in red and white overalls, 
malchfogthe livery of his car Zonta, 
of Brazil wore the blue of his can 

Pollock is challenging the rules, 
which insists a team’s cars must be 
in the same livery and the case goes 
to arbitration today. British Arneri- 
can IWbacco, which entered into the 


BY DERICK ALLSOP 


deal to fund Pollock’s mission, want 
to promote two of their brands and 
took the opportunity to give visual 
effect to their campaign yesterday. 

Pollock said: “We’re going into 
arbitration. We’ve done this to pro- 
tect our commercial rights. I hope 
we’ll get a decision tomorrow 
although we may have to wait” 

The BAT commitment is said to 
be worth £250m over five years. 
Pollock has a workforce of more than 
200 in what he describes as “the 
largest and most modern factory in 
Formula One”. His goal he 
announced, was to have the most 
professional team in the pit lanes. 

A huge chunk of the funding has 
been used to lure Villeneuve. 
Estimates of his salary range from 
£6 -5m to £l0m a year; plus a stake 
in the company. 

Successful racing car maker 
Adrian Reynard is the technical 
director and Renault Engines 
complete the package. Reynard has 
won his debut race in every other 



Jacques Villeneuve <red and white) and Ricardo Zonta (blue) with the British American Racing grand prix cars they will drive, at yesterday’s launch Empics 


category and has gone on record as 
declaring his intention to maintain 
the sequence. He and the rest of the 
camp played down that specific 
target yesterday, but the mood was 
still suitably buoyant 

VIDeneuve contends he has found 
a new lease of life at BAR “I did 
three years at Williams and I 
thought now was the right time to 
move," he said. “It was not a case 
of getting fed up at Williams or 
losingpe^eci. Infect, we madea lot 
of progress last year and it was good. 
So nobody is shooting bullets. 

“But this is like a breath of fresh 


air, and that’s not easy to find in 
Formula One. Usually it’s about 
evolution, it's difficult to get new 
ideas. Here it's aU new, a new team 
taking the responsibility to make 
decisions." 

This is not however; change for 
the sake of change, he stresses. The 
racer In Villeneuve demands more 
than that “The only reason to go 
racing is to win, to go better; every 
time, every lap. The team have the 
same vision. I didn't come here to 
pretend. I wouldn’t be here if I 
didn't believe we could be compet- 
itive and win. We’ve got the team. 


the technology and have set very 
high goals." 

vnleneuve was hugefy impressed 
with his performance in the car’s 
first test, at Barcelona last month. 
“Wb only didafew laps but they were 
good laps," he said. “I could tell 
straight away the car was fast as 
soon as I went out onto the circuit” 

Pollock admitted he also had his 
anxieties in Spain. “Jacques got up 
to SOOkph and pieces started 
coming off the can I was in a state 
of panic. I thought be was going to 
hit me. Instead he just smiled and 
said she was like a fast lady." 


Villeneuve took up the story: “She 
must have Eked me. After 25 laps she 
gave in and threw everything off.” 

The testing will become more 
intense over the coming weeks and 
all concerned will be content for the 
fast tady to keep everything on from 
now oa Even if instant victory is 
highly improbable, Villeneuve 
aspires to a piece of the main event 
when the championship begins in 
Melbourne on 7 March. 

“We’re looking to be up there," he 
said. “McLaren and Ferrari will be 
competitive again for sure. McLaren 
bad the advantage last year and they 


should keep it Fterrari though, have 
teen working TOIy han J^™£ 
wiU probably be better also " 
^Pollock might to have no illusions 

about the scale of the test they are 

encountering. He has seen dther 
toms come and go in recent X 
Jte-dan, a rare success story, 
acbeved a maito grand ^ ^3 
se ^ in Fbrmula Cte? 

Undaunted, Pollock said: -what 

Jacquessays is correct - if you’re 
gomg out to pretend, you shiSdn? 
go out If he believes we can X for- 

f "ElSS 60 we should - ft ^ our job 
to keep the car around him." 
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miss 

proves 

costly 


EUROPEAN 

FOOTBALL 


ROBERTO BAGGIO misse d a 
second-half penalty yesterday 
as his Intemazionale side 
stumbled to a 1-0 defeat at 
Parma which left them eight 
:'f points adrift at the top of the 
Italian League. 

Baggio, who scored all 11 
penalties he took in the league 
last season, stepped up for the 
72nd-minute spot-kick after 
Ronaldo had been brought 
down by Fhbio Cannavaro. The 
former Italian captain, tamed 
for his penalty miss at the end 
of the 1994 World Cup final 
against Brazil, lilt his shot low 
and hard but wide of Gianluigi 
Buffon’s right-hand post 

“1 did it to please the public," 
joked Baggio after the match. 
“Seriously though, 1 just hit it as 
I would any other penalty but un- 
fortunately it was too tor wide." 

Parma had taken Lhe lead 
through Diego Riser, who 
curled a sweetly struck free- 
kick inside Gianiuca Pagliu- 
ca’s near post after 34 minutes. 

Both sides squandered 
I chances in an evenly balanced 
game, but in the end Button's 
agility and Parma’s defensive 1 
superiority won out Alberto | 
Maiesani's side have conceded | 
just nine league goals all season, i 
while Inter have now let in 21. 

Parma's eighth Sene A vic- 
tory of the season kept them 
within three points of the lead- 
ers, Fiorentina, who beat David 
Platt's struggling Sampdoria 
1-0 thanks to a 27th minute 
strike by Rui Costa. 

Serie A's leading scorer. 
Gabriel Batistuta, turned 
provider this week, unleashing 
p, Rui Costa down the left wing 
The Portuguese midfielder cut 
inside and slotted a diagonal 
shot past F&brizio Fterron. 

Sampdoria remain one place 
above the relegation zone and 
have the worst defensive 
record in Serie A after con- 
ceding 28 goals. 

Christian Vied scored his 
first goal for Lazio in his first 
league appearance in four 
months with a header ll min- 
utes from time to give Sven 
Goran Eriksson’s side a 1-0 vic- 
tory at Bologna which rekindles 
their title challenge. 

In Spain, two second-half 
goals from Davor Suker led 
Real Madrid to a 3-1 win over 
visiting Salamanca and moved 
them up to third place in the 
Spanish League. Real could 
go top on Sunday if they can win 
■p#at the leaders, Mallorca. 

Carlos CasarteUi put Sala- 
manca ahead in the first half, 
but Raul equalised before the 
interval, heading in after a 
Clarence Seedorf free-kick had 
been pushed against the bar by 
the visiting goalkeeper; Bogdan 
Stelea. 


THE football Association 
has insisted that measures are 
alreadyin place which allow for 
points to be docked from dubs 
with shameful disdplinary 
records. 

The FA was reacting to a call 
from the Professional Foot- 
ballers’ Association’s chief 
executive, Gordon Taylor, for 
the “ultimate sanction" to be 
taken of penalising dubs where 
it hurts most to dean up the 
game. But although Arsenal 
arc on course to set the worst 
tally of red cards in a season in 


the history or the Premiership, 
it seems almost certain that a 
fine - probably suspended - is 
the worst punishment they 
could expect. 

Five Gunners players - Em- 
manuel PetiL Lee Dixon, Mar- 
tin Keown, G files Grimandi and 
Patrick Vieira - have already 
been dismissed this season in 
Premiership games, while Ray 
Parlour was also sent off in 
Europe. With only 20 games 
gone so tor, unless the club im- 
prove their record in the second 
half of the 38-match season, 


they will break the black mark 
of eight sendings-off held by 
Manchester City in 1993-96. 

In 1990, Arsenal and Man- 
chester United were given two- 
point and one-point penalties 
respectively tor their part in a 
one-off 2l-man brow! at Old 
Trafford, However, last season, 
Everton <75 yellows, five reds) 
and Leeds <75 yellows, four 
reds) were both given small 
suspended fines by the FA for 
their poor disciplinary records. 

In a world where a £30,000 
fine means increasingly little, 


Taylor expressed his frustration 
in calling for dubs to be pun- 
ished in the onh’ way that would 
make chairmen and managers 
take action against players - 
deducting points. But an FA 
spokesman, Adrian Bevington, 
said: “There are already dear 
procedures in place in relation 
to dubs' disdplinary records. At 
the end of each season, the EA 
looks at every dub’s record and 
there are always wide mea- 
sures available to us.” 

The FA seems to believe 
that the current punishments 


are enough, given that it is ex- 
tremely rare for a dub to earn 
a disciplinary hearing for their 
poor record in two consecutive 
seasons. .Arsenal are by no 
means an isolated case, though, 
as Chelsea have 53 yellow cards 
and three reds so far this sea- 
son, Blackburn have 45 yel- 
lows and four reds, and 
Everton’s 59 yellows and two 
reds could mean their sus- 
pended fine comes into force. 

Referees and their assis- 
tants are to be fitted with a 
three-way communications 


system in Premiership 
matches next season. 

Hie Premier League's ref- 
erees' officer; Philip Don, yes- 
terday announced that Fifa, 
world football’s ruling body, 
had given permission for the 
three officials to talk via head- 
sets in a scheme which has 
been inspired by rugby union. 

Don said; “It is an idea we 
have been discussing with the 
FA since September and we 
have noted that rugby union 
has had these communications 
between the officials fora cou- 


Henman has 
to struggle 
for success 


TIM HENMAN continued his 
bright startto the New Year by 
reaching the third round of the 
Qatar Open last night. 

The World No 7 needed 
three sets to overcome the 
Moroccan Younes El Aynaoui in 
Doha and had to come back 
from going one set down. Hen- 
man lost the opening set 4-6 but 
bounced back to level by taking 
the second 6-3 and then coast- 
ed home 6-0 in the decider. 
The Croatian Goran Ivanisevic 
joined him in the next round 
when be beat Chris tophe van 
Garsse of Belgium 6-3. 6-0. 

hi Perth, Jonas Bjorkman of 
Sweden called for the suspen- 
sion of Petr Korda yesterday 
and labelled the International 
Tennis Federation “scared" in 
the wake of the Australian 
Open champion's positive 
drugs test After leading Swe- 
den to a Hopman Cup victory 
over the Slovak Republic, 
Bjorkman said that Korda 
deserved to be thrown off the 
ATP Tour because of his posi- 
tive test fora banned steroid at 
Wimbledon last year. Results of 
the test were only made public 
last month. 

“If you cheat you should be 
suspended for two, three, four 
or five years," Bjorkman said 
“1 wouldn't say he took it like a 
nose spray. %u can mire [those 
ingredients] because it has dif- 
ferent names on it But this is 
steroids and you take them or 
not There is no one that is just 
going to put them into you. He 
played his best tennis all the 
way up to Wimbledon and then 
he was gone.” 

The normally subdued 
Swede, once ranked fourth in 
the world, is the first high-pro- 
file player to have spoken out 
on the Korda scandal. The ITF 
was roundly criticised for only 


TENNIS 


BY DERRICK WHYTE 

fining Korda his tournament 
earnings at Wimbledon and 
docking him the ATP Tbur com- 
puter points won at the event 

Bjorkman said the game's 
governing body had neglected 
its responsibilities. “2 think it is 
the worst decision the ITF have 
made.” he said. “It is totally the 
worst that could happen for ten- 
nis. I hope all the players in Aus- 
tralia will get together and 
really put pressure on the ITF 
and ATT? We’ve heard so many 
things that guys are positive 
and they just cover it over- they 
are scared of putting it out" 

Korda lost his first match in 
the Qatar Open in Doha on 
Tuesday, prompting the veter- 
an left-hander to voice his 
uncertainty about travelling to 
Australia to defend his title. 
Bjorkman was infuriated by 
Korda’s comments. 

“He is trying to get people to 
fed bad for him and I think that 
is the worst he can do,” the 
Swede said. “It is better to be 
honest and say ‘Yes, lam sorry 
I did that’ and then that is it” 
Bjorkman said he had been 
drug tested “something like 15 
times in 1998”. He asked: “Why 
be tested 15 times when we are 
still not going to be really bard 
on the guys who are cheating?” 

Earlier Bjorkman and Asa 
Carisson had ail but ended the 
Slovak Republic's dreams of 
retaining their Hopman Cup 
mixed-team title with a 2-1 win. 
Bjorkman and Carisson, who 
beat the fancied United States 
on Monday, clinched the tie 
when they overcame Karol 
Kucera and Karina Habsudova 
6-3, 3-6, 6-1 in the mixed doubles. 

Australia, inspired by the 


teenager Jelena Dokic, swept 
aside the top seeds, Spain, 3-0 
to reach the brink of a finals 
place. The eventual scoreline 
for Sweden appeared unlikely 
when Habsudova beat Carisson 
6-3, 6-3 in the opening singes. 
But Bjorkman came to the res- 
cue by disposing of Kucera 7-5, 
6-1 before showing his world 
class doubles talent to help 
seal the result 

Sweden will play in Satur- 
day's final if they can beat 
Switzerland on Friday while the 
Slovak Republic need 
favourable results to have any 
chance of repeating last year's 
success. 

Steffi Graf has dismissed 
reports that she could be ready 
to retire and has set her sights 
on adding to the 21 Grand Slam 
titles amassed during her glit- 
tering 17-year career. The 29- 
year-old German player, in 
Hong Kong for an exhibition 
event rejected talk of retire- 
ment and said her lengthy 
injury lay-ofls had rekindled her 
enthusiasm for the game. 

Asked about speculation she 
may quit Graf said: "It’s not 
true. It's news to me. I still love 
tennis very much. It's always a 
challenge for me to go out 
there. And if I look back at the 
last few tournaments I played 
at the end of last season it was 
a thrill to be out on the court 
playing well playing the top 
players, to feel the crowd 
behind me. I still enjoy it so 
much. That's why I'm still 
around. After the operation on 
my knee in 1997 I was out for 
something like five months. At 
first I didn’t miss playing that 
much because it was nice to 
have some time away with 
friends, but when I started 
playing again I realised how 
much it meant to me." 


BASEBALL 

The US State Department has grant- 
ed permission for Major League side 
Baltimore Orioles to play a two- 
game series against the Cuban 
national team in Cuba later this year. 




Norfolk) Nrst round: W 
RKftanas and O Harlow (Engt tw N Boom prl) 
and N Burton (SA) 7-4 7-4?- 7 7-5 OUafter* 

ftmtGSfnini and A Thomson (En«)NDG«jrUy 

(Sco) and M McMahon (Aus) 7-2 7-2 7-4 

BOXING 

The former World Boxing Organi- 
sation heavyweight title challenger 


Scotr Welch is to fight Michael Mur- 
ray at Yorfc Hall. London, on 30 Jan- 
uary as parr of che undercard of the 
British and Commonwealth heavy- 
weight championship bout between 
Julius Francis and Danny Williams. 

CRICKET 

The fast bowler Nixon McLean has 
signed a one-year extension to his 
contract with Hampshire. 
Warwickshire have made a "verbal 
agreement" with Allan Donald to 
return to Edgbaston as their over- 
seas player for the coming season. 
AUSTRALIA SQUAD (one-day tatana- 
Uona! series * Enlaod mad Sri Leaks!; 
S R Waugh (wpt). *5 K Mbme. M G Sevan. 
G S Biewett. A C Dale. O W Fleming. A C 


GUchrlst. B P Julian. D S Lriimam. G D Mc- 
Grath. D R Marryn. RT Pontine, M E Vkuigh. 
B E Vbuno. i~Wome unit captain side for mil 
two maid] ex became ol Infiry os s H IMmah) . 
NEW ZEALAND SQUAD (Onavdsy antes 
■ India): S P Fleming leapt). M J Home. R G 
Two5e. C O McMiUan. c L Calms, C Z Harris, 
D J Nash. O L Vector!. G R Larsen. S B Doull. 
G I Alloa, A C Parorr. 

HOW SQUAD: M AriurutUln (eapt). S R Hffi- 
dulliar, 5 C Ganguly H H Kanlikar. RS Dravtd. 
A D Jadela. N RMongia. R Shwh. A humble. 


A D Jadeja. N RMor 
i Srmach, Venfutcsft 
BJoshL N Chopra. 


. A Kisnble. 
Mohancy, S 


DARTS 

EMBASSY WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


(Lakeside C 
Sarny) Sec 
b< L Wallace 
Haul 

$?? 


. Comm club, Frimtei C 

Second rooadi R Bameveld (Netti) 
lace (5co| 3-2: C Mason (Engl bt T 
3-T; S Duke |Aus) W ’ 

Adams (Eng) bt 6 Hi 


SPORTING DIGEST 


FOOTBALL 

Bristol City have signed the Barba- 
dian international midfielder Norman 
Ford. 21. on trial. 

Northern Ireland will play Wales In 
a B international at Wrexham on 
Tuesday, 9 February. 

RV CARUMQ PREBOEIKW' KNirntd 
fixtures: Son 14 Mart MlddehNni v 
Southampton (from ! 3 Mai), m 3 Apr? Aston 
Villa v West Ham (from 3 April). 
HAnONWDE LEAGUE RiOTTMgMi fte- 
turns: Sac 23 Jan Watford wVlfcst BtomwUi 

S am 9 Mari. Vm26J*u Rotherham v Cardiff 
ty (from 2 Jan). Erl 36 Hfar Shrewsbury v 


SKI HOTLINE 


Detailed independent snow and 
. weaawfflports from T80 resorts 

First, obtain the access code for 
the resort of your choice. 
Phone or Fax 0870 SI OO 843 
(the tax fiscs codes for 180 re- 
sorts) 

lb listen to the latest snow and 
weather report: 

Phone 0901 47 70 051 + cod* 

For a fax copy of Che latest snow 

and weather report:- 

Fax 0906 55 00 086 + code 


SKI HOTLINE 
SNAPSHOT 


A detafied four-page summary of 
conditions in 180 resorts 
Fax 0906 55 00 601 


Resort Area 

open 

ANDORRA 

5oMeu 95% 

AUSTRIA 

Hlnterglemm100% 
Obergurgl .... 90% 
BULGARIA 
Pamporcvo.. 100% 

CANADA 

Lake Louise 100% 
FRANCE 

Paine 60% 

Tlgnes 70% 

ITALY . 


Slopes (cm) 
Lwr Upr 


Great stfng 70 

Wet/slushy pm 5T 
Good higher up 3D 

Excellent cover so 

Fiesh powder 90 

Upper runs best 60 
High runs prepare d to 


Temp Forecast 


1C Changeable 


30.12 -14CUghcsnow 

31.12 -1C Pt cloudy 

24.12 -1C OwifieaWe 


Can&e ioo% 

Com pact/ scarce 

20 

30 

3.1 

-4C Overcast 

Madewno. .. 50% 
NORWAY 

Valle & Lei good 

10 

120 

2.1 

-3C Changeable 


Gello 100% 

SWITZERLAND 

Saas Fee 80% 

UNITED STATES 
Mammodi—100% 


Excellent cover 


Fresh powder snow 20 


dty (from 2 lan). ft) 36 Mar Shrewsbury v 
Cambridge Utri (from 27 Marj; Tran mere v 
Crewe (from 27 Mat). San 28 Mar Rtte- 
bonxign v Mansfield (fom 27 Mar)- 
Bl die Ke- ai i ~angad ft m at s. nertwml 
replay; Mad 13 Jan Fulham v Southampton 
(from 12 Jan). Foortli round: Sun 24 Jan 
Wornes v Arsenal (from 23 Jan). Man 25 las 
Oxford lltd vOiehea (from 23 Jan) 

AUTO mmSCREBtS SHIELD Re-arranged 
Hates: The 1 2 Jan ItocMaie v Stoke Chy (from 
5 Jan). 


TODAY'S FIXTURES! 


FOOTBALL 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION 
Hist DMsioa: Crystal Palace v Swindon 
(2.0): Norwich v Brighton (7.30). 

ICE HOCKEY 
SEKONDA SUPER LEAGUE: London 
Knights v Sheffield Steelers (1.30): New- 
castle rewritings v BT Cardiff PcvUs 
[7.15). 

OTHER SPORTS 
BOWLS; World Indoor Pairs Champi- 
onships [Hoptm-on-Sea. Norfolk). 
DARTS; Embassy World Championship 
(LoAes/de Country Outj. Frtmtey Green). 
SNOOKER: Qualifying for Regal Scottish 
Open. British Open and Worid Champi- 
onship (Atartvecft Castle, Blackpool) 


ITALIAN LEAGUE 

Baal (!) 2 Fartgb (0| — 

Neqrouz?3 Tedesco A 7 

Innocent! 67 22.000 

Boiegu (0} 0 Lazio (Q)_— . 



Sweden’s Jonas Bjorkman on his way to victory over Karol Kucera yesterday AFP 


HOCKEY 

105 REYES Toumjwmn mmodaaa, 
Sp) nM-feurtfe ptan p l a y n W. CanwitMry 
5 San Sehastjon I. 

ICE HOCKEY 

The Nottingham Panthers 
defenceman Carey Beaulieu has 
been handed a three-match ban and 
Fined £250 by a League disdplinary 
committee for hts check on Ayr's 
Harry Biette on 27 December. 
MIL: New Jersey 3 San Jose 3. Pittsburgh 5 
Calgary 1: NYblandcn 1 CNcaga I; Edmon- 
ron 3 Los Angeles A (ot); Ptwenh 2 Florida 

SEKONDA SUPERLEAGUE ribndayl: 

CicdH Deris 2 5 hefflett Steelers I. 


RALLYING 

DAKAR RALLY Sixth Mage 1 492km. to- 
dndtoc a ASChm Unto — fld w i. Xur to 
TVArtjj. NtonlUMto) Can: 1 J M Senna 
(Sp) Scrifeswr 6hr 58mw 58ser. 2 J-L Scb- 
lesser |Fp StNesser ■*-a-A3: 3 M Prieto (Spain) 
Musufafehi +5:55; 4 J Hensdunfct (Go) Mt- 
subtsrt +2V32: 5 H Masuou (Japan) Mit- 
sutotsbl +43.29. 6 S Peterti a nsel (Frl Nissan 
+ 1 :00~5S. 7 K Shtaiozuita (Japan) Mitsubishi 
1.06:32; I T Dr Lavergne (ft) Nissan 
+1.0703. Overall: 1 Senria ftp) Schleas- 


jaconfGBIKTM +I:13L 
: (Get) KIM +1:1A:17. 


13:21: 10 Vlan Zitze- 


RUGBY UNION 

TW8SDK1TS LAKE RESULTS 
ALLIED DUNBAR PHESUERSHB* ONE: 

London Scottish 2ft Gkxiceswr 13: Newcastle 
3ft Bedford 23: Northampton London Irish 
32: Sale 30 Bath 32. 

SKIING 

MEN'S ALPINE WORLD CUP (Kltel|rtui 
Gora. Stem) S I at om: 1 j Kosir iStovenia) 
lmin37J2sec (first leg ft7 £6/ second leg 
49.361; 2 T Stangassmger (Aut) 1:37.48 
(48 343/49.10); I B Raldl (Aut) 137.79 
150 62/47. 17V overall .iruUagT 1 H 
Maler (Aut) 651 pts: 2 L K)us {Non 592. 3 
C Mayer (Aut) 542. S i M a m modus! 1 
Srangassftiger 296: 2 F C Jagge (Morf53l: 
3 KoSr 206 


SNOOKER 

REQAL SCOTTISH OPEN (BtogfcponQ 
Second qiuNfflng round (Eng unless 
seated): N terry fat G Lees 5-2. A Gunnell 
bt P Sweeny 5-4: P McPhllllps (Sen) bi A 
Borg (Malta) 5-3; S AtenQury (Wif) fat L 
Robinson 5-1 ; M Dunn bt S Murphy (Iri) 
5-2; B Mapsrone bt J wnioy 5-1; D Me- 
Leilin (Sco) br S Chong (Malay) 5-4. C 
Glloeest llrf) bt M Fenton (Wblj 5-3; D 
WtalkerbtE Barker 5-1; H Abemelhy iSca) 


tlapanl Mkaubbni +1:11-07:7 DeLdwsgne 
(Ft) Nissan +1;3B:59; 8 Perertumel (Fr) 
Nissan +2:56:09. 

Mottrqdcs 1 J Kacrlnak (Stovak) KTM6W 
52mm 2ft sec 2 T Munald (Fr) KIM + 1 :33; 
3 K Tlafnen (Rn) KTM +229; ft A Cijk (SA) 
KTM +2:52. 5 0 Gallardo (Spl BMW +3:54; 
6 R SaSna (Fri BMW +5:05. 7 J Arcarons 
(Sp) KTM +6.51; 8 C Sotelo ISp) KTM 
+ 26J1: 9 D uon Zitzewln (Ger) KTM 
+30:35: 10 J Deacon (GB) KTM +31:30. 
Overall: 1 Gallardo (Sp) BMW 2l hr 28mm 
20sec: 2 Satnct (Frl BMW + 1:33 behind; 3 
Cox (SA) KTM +2 Jft: ft Magnates (Fr) KTM 
+25:42; 5 Arcarons (Spj KTM +38:53: G Ka- 
irlnak (Stow*) KTM +29:08. 7 Sotelo (Sp) 
KTM +4 1:4ft; B F Mconi (It) KTM +4826: 


bt M Mehrmann (NecnJ 5-2: TPich& (Thai) 
fat J Waflace 5-2; S Rariw bt P Dawson 5-2. 
nrird qaaOTytog nannd: J Weston bt I 
Brumby 5-ft; J Lardner (5co) fat A Carter 
5-4; S Bedford btT Shaw 5*3; K Burrows 
bt I 5argenl (Wat) 5-ft; HI DziewialtowShi 
(Sco) be C Shade (5co) 5-1 . J Mich* bt M 
Holt 5-3: DFInbow bi A Burnett (Sco) 5-0: 
L Fernandez fRlri) bt 5 O’Connor fRjrf) 5- 
4; S Bingham bt P McCullagh 5-3: C 
MacGITrvray [SCO) bt W SakFer 5-3: J De- 
ianey(R»nbtMBeniennMU)5-4:SMaziD- 
tis be C Hanbon 5-1 : M Wteon bt C Searion 
5-0, A Burden btT Knowles 5-1 :RHufl(Rnj 
bt M Couch 5-ft: M Campbell (Sco) bt B 
Chaperon (Can) 5-3. 


TENNIS 

AUSTRALIAN MEN’S HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Adelaide) Stacks, 
seated mad T Enqvtst (Swe) bt D Pri- 
nosU (Ger) 6-2 6-3: M TCbbutt (Aus) be G 
Kuerten IBiJ 6-7 7-6 7-6: D Hibaty (Sto- 
uh) bt O Gross (Ger) w.'o: S Draper (Aus) 
btM Chang (US) 6-3 7-6. 

AUSTRALIAN WOMEN'S HARDCOURT 
CHAMPIONSHIPS (Hopa kdasd] Sfantes, 
second mad: j SpWea (Rom) bt A Smash- 
nova (Isr) 6-4 6-1: P Sninyder (Swtn be 5- 
T Wang flalw) 6-3 6-ft: M Pierce (ft) bt I 
Gorrocnategiu (Are) 6-2 6-2; N Dediy (Fr) 
bl E UriKwtsews |Rus) b-ft 3-6 7-5; A 5uma- 
ma Papan) bt S PfthowsU (Fr) 6-4 7^. A 
Huber (Getl bt A Skt« (Fr) 6-3 4-« 7-5. M 
Sena (Sp) be R Dragonilr (Rom) 6-3 6-ft. 
B Rippner (LIS> bt K Hrdlidtaua (Cz Rep) 6-2 

AUCKLAND WOMEN'S CLASSIC Sin- 
gles. second round: M S Lorenzo (Sp) be 
I Snyder (US) 6-0 6-4: K Brandi (US) bt M 
A Vfcnio (weni 4-6 6-3 6-4: DVbn Roost (Bel) 
br L Baker (NZ) 6-2 6-2: S Farina (It) bt M 
Stuughnessy (US) 6-ft 6-2: C Rubtn (US) bt 
K Boogen fNeth) 6-4 7-5: J Haiard- Decugls 
(Frl bt F Lahat (Are) 60 6-2: B Schett (Aut) 
bt S Cade (US) 6-46-2. L Raymond (US) bt 
M Saeki (Japan) 6-4 3-6 6-4 
HOPMAN CUP MIXED TEAMS TOUR- 
NAMarr (Perth. Ansi AmsnKa 3 Spate 
o. [Aus names first |: j Deride bt A Saneftei- 
Vicario 6-3 6-2. M Pturippousds bt C Moya 
6-4 7-6: PhUlppou5S<VDoklc DC 

Moya/Sanchez Vcano w/o Sweden 2 Slo- 
vakia 1. (Swe names firstl: A Carisson lost 
to K HatHUdOA 6-3 6-3; J Bjoricman bt X 
Kucera 7-5 6-1; ffioricnwn and Cartwori br 
Kucera and Habsudova 3-6 6-1. 
GIROBANK TOUR pfctford) Man’s Brat 
rad: N Lester (Herts) bt G BamforH (Herts) 
6-ft 3-6 6-1. A Wharf IGJcn) bt J Smith 


matin lAus) be R Kkviess (Devon) 6-2 3-6 
6-3: D Crawley (Norfolk) bt N Bam fort 
(Hemi 6-1 6-3: p Scultard (Hants) bt S fray 
IDertys) 6-4 7-E; B Karan (Hants) bt 8 
Gudzelak (Ybrks) 6-2 6-3. Wom an ’s nrst 
maud: C Stringer (Orion) bt A White 
(Dorset] 6-0 6-1; A Blow (Letcs) bt DHock 
(Lancs) 6-1 6-2; S Gregg (Vbria) btj Keene 
(Warwicks) 6-0 6-2. 


FOOTBALL RESULTS 


P W D 

.15 10 2 
.15 8 5 


Racked powder 


150 21.12 -2C Clear skies 

Information supplied by Ski Hotflne 


Horenttae (1) _i Steaoderia {0] -0 

Rid Costa 27 36 J23 

Parma (0) 1 Inter (0] 

Fuser 5! 29.964 

Roma (1) 2 Piacenza (1} — . 

Di Francesco 26 Stroppa 37 

■tommasl 49 Pkwan) 47 

54.670 

S al e mlt a n a (1) _1 CngBarl (1) 

Belmonte 12 MxeOari Aft 

31.681 Muzzi 79. 90 

Udtnese (1) 2 Vicenza (l) 

Genaim *2 Ambrosettl 7 

Amoroso 76 19,000 

Warm's Umberto ZcvB sent otf, BI 

Uenezla 0 Ewpofl 

abandoned alter 6 1 min. fog 


Helpline; 0870 SI 33 3*5 

Calls to 0901 cost 60p per mM. 0906 cost £1 V* min. 0870 ufls are sundard notional rate. 


| On or off piste, with WorldCover you’re covered. 

“VOPIDCO-. rR 


-1 Inter (0) . 
29.964 


Stropps 37 
Pkwanl 47 


l?) 2 


0800 365 121 

ONE CALL AND YOU’RE COVERED 
wmMOMoamxom Uw mwtad 


: . \ ■ ° 1 £. 


Hor ci i tlM 15 10 

Parma 15 8 

Lazio 15 7 

Milan 14 7 

Rama 15 6 

Inzer IS 7 

Bologna 15 5 

Bari 15 4 

Javencosw^.^lft 6 

Perugia 15 5 

UdhMSe (5 5 

Cagliari is 5 

Ptawwra 15 4 

Sta»p<feria —15 3 

EmpoB 3 

Vkcma — .. . 1 5 2 

Salenritana 1 5 3 

Uenezla 1ft 2 


D L P APIS 

2 3 27 14 32 
S 2 2ft 9 29 

5 3 28 IB 26 
ft 3 21 16 25 

6 3 30 20 24 

3 5 26 21 24 
6 4 17 12 21 
9 2 18 16 21 

3 5 IS 1ft 21 

4 6 21 26 19 
ft 6 (8 25 19 

2 a 22 21 17 

5 6 20 20 17 

5 7 1ft 28 14 
S 6 12 20 12 
67 9 19 12 

3 9 12 26 12 
5 7 5 1ft 11 


■ EmpoB deducted Spa; Milan v Juven- 
m not Inctuded 

PONTIUS LEAGUE Fir* PMnioar Pett- 
paawfc Port fele v Middlesbrough- Stand 
«|***! PoMponed: Sorbwewgh ir Wex- 
lum: Shrewsbury v Nous County. Stockport 
v Lincoln, laird Division: Postponed: 
Chester u HuO: Hartlepool v Wigan. 


AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION nrst 
Dtvtadon: Chariton 0 Whrford 0; ftawpopod : 
GUBfigham v Mlllwall; Wot Ham v Petto- 
borough. 

SPANISH LEAGUE: Real Madrid 3 (Raul 35. 
Suiter 54. 70) Sirfamaitou 1 [CasaneN 29). 
TUESDAY’S LATE RESULTS: Ante Wlnd- 
sereeas Shield Nenbani section 
second round: Halite ft York 2. Hull 1 Wrex- 
>Ufn2: Lincoln Oty I Mansfield 0. PoKpooed: 
Darungion v Chester IWd; Rochdale v Stoke 
Cry. Wtgan v Scarborough. So u thern sec- 
tion second round: Bournemouth S Peter- 
borough 1 . Brighton 1 MflwJll 5; Cambridge 
UtdiNorthampLOn 2. Exeter 3 Southend 1; 
Luton 0 Ubball 3; Swansea 0 GfUingham |; 
Torquay 2 Fulham I (Torquay mm by golden 
goof m extra tone): WycomDe 1 Brentford 
ft. Smrtlih LoacuoPIraz DMstoo: Morton 
0 St Mirren 0 npraunutlM Hatch: Fa 
XI 3 Combined Services 0. Rmao League 
Second DtabtaK Banstead 1 Thame 3. Isth- 
mian Leiftn Cup third round: Bericham- 
siod 3 Aldershot 3 (oetj. Puma Cup second 
round; Carshaiton 2 Cnensey 0. Undanee 

TVopfay third round: looikig b Mj return 3 
Mmopoilcan Police 1. UnBood Lxapn 
Unmla Rntt DMstoo Cup second rosnd: 
Eastwood town D Bradford PA 1. Third 


round: AJ freton D Ashton 3. Smirnoff 1 Irish 
Ltagoo Hist DteWon: Lame 4 BanyeLue 
1 . MnsfeooiMd He» LahSue n«Blar Dl- 
irixteu: Deal 1 Heme Bay D: Slade Green 1 
Ramsgate l UMcpert tnagueCupsacnnd- 
ratteor«pla«:Boume2Bostontown3.lM- 
)ec Sussex County League Flm DMsIon: 
Bmadbridge Heath D Nefltilll 7: Chichester 3 
Sefcey 1 ; Langney Sports 2 Haflsham 1: Lit- 
dehamptcxi 2Hcr*am YMCA2. North Htab- 
era faahs leusc ftst DMstaa: Oteatfle 
0 Mobdey 3: Mdne Road 2 Atherton LR 0; 
Nantnkh 1 Prescot CaWes 5 Jeofson Mac- 
sex League; Bournemouth 0 Brotkenhurst 
1 . Jewsod Eastern League Premier Dhd- 
stem Warboys 2 Fakenham ft. Anna In- 
sin aii e a N a r tt ero leagae Rest Phrislon: 
Maiske 2 EMttngmn Terriers 3. No r th ern 
Counties Laague Cm> third round: Arnold 
6 Harrogate Railway 2. ThicUey 3 Gar forth 
3. The %dcs ID Iwith Cup third round; 
Barnet 0 Hartlepool 0; Scunthorpe Urd 2 
Portsmouth 1 . PtoKtac League Pmudm- H- 
■WtoB Liverpoci 2 trieester 1 ; Preston 0 Ew- 
lon 2. Flm DMstoo: Oldham 1 Tranmere 
0 Second DMstaa: Rotherham 1 Buckpool 
3: ShriheUUtd 2 HuOdersfleU I. Postponed: 
Bradford Oty <r ibrk. Aaon losuroon Con>- 
Moadoo Brae K ris te n; Arsenal 0 (Mart 
Urd J. 


pie of years. There is no sug- 
gestion that the comments' 
between the officials will be 
transmitted on television Ehfi in 
other sports. Fifa does not 
allow this, anyway. 

“It shows we are not back-, 
ward when it comes to tech- . 
nology if it can be used to assist . 
the referee and the other offi~ - 
dais,” Don added. He believes : - 
the microphone links will help 
linesmen warn referees of in- - 
ddents that may happen behind .. 
their backs without having to . 
flag furiously as happens now, . 


Gallardo 
leads as 
‘Kini’ 
crashes 


RALLYING 


HEINZ KINIGARDNER of Aus- 
tria. one of the favourites in the . 
motorcycle section of the Dakar 
Rally, crashed out of the race on 
the sixth stage in the Mauri- . 
tanian desert yesterday. 

The works KTM riden fourth 
overall after Tuesday’s fifth 
stage, was not seriously in- 
jured but was due to be flown 
out of Africa for further medical 
treatment ‘Kini’ has yet to 
reach the Dakar finish of the 
classic in six attempts. 

The Spanish BMW rider, 
Oscar Gallardo, retained the 
overall lead after coming in fifth 
at the end of a tough stage from 
Atar to Tidjikja. Gallardo in- 
creased his lead over the sec- 
ond-placed Frenchman, 
Richard Sainct, to lmin 33 sec. , 
Jaroslav Katrinak of Slovakia, 
on a KTM, won the stage.. 
France’s Thierry Magnaldi, 
fourth overall was second. 

In the cars, Spaniard Jose - 
Maria Servia, in a Schlesser . 
Buggy, won the stage and. 
snatched the overall lead from 
the German. Jutta Klein- . 
schmidt driving a Mistubishi .- 

Servia finished 4:43 ahead of 
his team-mate, Jean-Louis Sch- _ 
lessee with both climbing one 
place to first and second re- .,, 
spectively. 

The Spaniard is six-and-a- 
half minutes ahead of Schless- 
ec with Kleinschmidt now mare ' 
than 14 minutes behind. 


Chinese 
are foiled 
by Rolph 


SWIMMING 


CHINA UNDERLINED their 
supremacy at a World Cup 
short-course meeting in Bejjing 
yesterday when they powered 
to 12 gold medals out of a 
possible 17 on the final day. 

The gold rush left China ^ 
with a total of 23 golds over the ; 
two-day event Germany came . , 
in a distant second in the medal 
count with three golds. China's 
men claimed four of the last-day 
golds while the women cleaned 
up in eight of the nine events. 

The only women's gold 
which eluded China was the 
100m individual medley, won by - 
Britain's Sue Rolph in 1:03.45. 

The Olympic and world 
champion Claudia Poll again 
settled for silver after losing to 
China's Chen Hua in the 
women's 400m freestyle, won in 
four minutes 07.04sec. The 
Costa Rican, whose priority is 
the defence of her 200 and 
400m freestyle crowns at April’s 
worid short-course champi- 
onships in Hong Kong, took a 
silver yesterday in the 800m. 

China’s 16-year-old Ouyang 
Kunpeng dominated the men’s 
50m backstroke with a time of 
25. 11 sec, while Deng Qingsong 
took the men’s 200m freestyle ’ 
in 1:48.88. 

The meeting was the fourth 
leg of the 12-event Worid Cup - 
series. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


23 

The numbers of years 
since the West Indies' 
cricket team fost jive 
Test matches in one 
series - they lost 5-1 in 
Australia in 1975-76. 
They are now 4-0 down 
in Soutk Africa. 
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Fowler rejects £35,000 a week 


ROBBIE FOWLER has turned 
down Liverpool's offer c>f a con- 
tract worth the equivalent of 
£35,000 a week. His refusal to 
agree to the deal will alert Ar- 
senal and Blackburn Rovers, 
who are both keen to sign the 
England international striker. 

The offer to Fowler starts at 
around £l_8m a ye ar , nuking 
him the best-paid player at 
Liverpool. Fowler; who has 18 
months of his present contract 
left, has so far refined to accept 
those terms. 

GCrard HouIIier, the Liver- 
pool manager; wants Bbwier to 
stay at the club despite doubts 
about whether he is the ideal 


FOOTBALL 


BY ALAN NOON 


partner for Michael Owen. 
However, the Anfield board 
wants to know whether Ftowler 
is willing to commit fmwq Aif to 
Liverpool in the long term, or 
is planning to let his contract 
run out and leave for nothing. 
If Fowler continues to reject 

the latest Liverpool affeq which 

appears to be final, then he 
could be sold before the trans- 
fer deadline in March. Arsenal 
are watching developments, 
while the Blackburn manager; 
Brian Kidd, is a known admir- 


er of Fowler; despite having five 
top-line strikers already 

The snag for rival bidders is 
the cost of the deaL Liverpool 
would want at least £t0m, and 
the buyers would then have to 
satisfy Fowler’s wage demands. 
Arsenal could meet those 
wages as they pay large con- 
tracts, but the Blackburn ownei; 
Jade Walker, has a Hm-a-year 
pay ceiling. 

HouIIier has said that his for- 
mer co-manager. Boy Evans, 
would be welcome to return to 
Anfield if he wants to. The 
Frenchman, who took sole con- 
trol in November after Evans’ 
emotional departure from the 


dub, said; “If he wants to return 
and have same work, be it in the 
scouting or recruiting of top 
players, then I would be very 
happy because I enjoyed work- 
ing with Boy. A job hare does 
not just involve the first team. 
There is also the Academy.” 

Overseeing Liverpool's 
youth development was one of 
the posts suggested to Evans 
before he left, but it was be- 
lieved he tfid not want to return 
to the background at the chib. 
He has not returned to Anfield 
to watch a game since his de- 
parture. 

HouIIier added: “It would be 
good if Roy could find another 


job in management and I think 
he can. But I mean this, I would 

like to see him bade at this dub 

at some stage.” 

Liverpool have completed 
the transfer of the IiHestrom de- 
fender Frode Kppe. The fee for 
the 19-year-old Norwegian 
Under-21 international is be- 
lieved to be around £700,000, 
which could rise to £2m de- 
pending on appearances. 

Liverpool have also con- 
firmed their interest in Bayer 
Leverkusen's Dutch striker; 
Erik Meger He is out of con- 
tract with the German side at 

the end ofthe season -but Lev- 
erkusen could be set to sell now 


rather than miss out on a fee 
under the Bosnian ruling. 

Alex Ferguson has denied 
using psychological warfare in 
a quest to knock Arsenal’s 
championship c h alle n ge off the 
r ails The Manchester United 
manager has revealed he has 
salt a letter to the Arsenal man- 
ager Arsfrne Wengei; apologis- 
ing for private remarks about 
Arsenal becoming public. 


that Arsenal were “scrappers" 
were made privately - but he 
stopped short of apologising far 
the comments themselves. 

Ferguson said: “Arsene 
Wenger has a right to be an- 


noyed over this matter I have 
already dropped him a note ex- 
plaining the situation, and 1 of- 
fered him the apology he 
deserved. 

“It is not nzy policy to criti- 
cise other teams and the way 
they play. The last thing we 
want is to have big dubs like 
ours in this sort of confronta- 
tion. People go on about it all 
being psychological warfare, 
but that is far from the truth on 
this occasion." 

Coventry City have com- 
pleted the signing of the Dan- 
ish goalkeeper Morten 
Hyldgaard - but he will not link 
up with the Sky Blues until next 


Uefa attacks 
Blatter’s plan 




, v.Vi . 




*-• ’’ T v r ■ : 


A BIENNIAL World Cup would 
riamagp foo tball the public 
would abandon the game. 
European football's governing 
body said yesterday. 

“A biennial World Cup, in the 
current situation, would be dis- 
astrous for the basic compo- 
nents of soccer- players, dubs 
and domestic leagues," Ger- 
hard Aignez; the general sec- 
retary of Uefa, said. “The 
European Championship would 
risk being devalued and maybe 
destroyed. That would dam- 
age Uefa which, on technical, 
organisational and financial 
levels, is the motor of world soc- 
cer I fear that the biggest loser 
in all ofthis would be the spec- 
tator our true ‘sponsor who 
Fife [world football's governing 
body] seems to be overlooking. 
The public could all of a sudden 
abandon soccer” 

Aigneris comments came 
on the same day that Sepp 
Blatter; Fife's president and 
the man who proposed last 
weekend that a World Cup 
should be staged every two 
years instead of four; empha- 
sised his determination to see 
his proposal become reality. 
“This idea’s not a toy” said Blat- 
ter, after a meeting with the 
International Olympic Com- 
mittee president, Juan Antonio 
Samaranch. 

“If we go to a [qycle] of two 
years we will not play the same 
years as the summer Olympic 
Games,” Blatter added, 
addressing the issue of the 
World Cup coming into conflict 


BY NICK HARRIS 


with the summer Olympics, 
which are held every four years. 

The next Gaines are in Syd- 
ney in 2000, followed by Athens 
m200A The next Wbrid Cup will 
be in 2002 in Japan and South 
Korea and the bidding process 
for the 2006 finals is underway. 
Blatter insisted that, with or 
without a World Cup every two 
years, work is needed on a 
“streamlined" international 
calendar to avoid “chaos” in 
sporting fixtures. 

“One can start changing the 
calendar from 2005 on,” he 
said, but did not elaborate fur- 
ther on his plans to stage a 
scaled down World Cup in 2004 
to celebrate Fife’s centenary. 

Blatter’s plans came in for 
fresh criticism yesterday. 
Michel D’Hooghe, president of 
the Belgian FA, said the plans 
were “hardly posable to re- 
alise" and “unreasonable” be- 
cause of the physical demands 
they would make on players. He 
added: “As a doctor; I can only 
strongly reject these plans.” 

Germany’s national team 
doctor Professor WOfried En- 
dermann, said: “It is almost 
impossible to play a full season 
year after year and play in a 
World Cup or European Cham- 
pionship afterwards." 

Blatter will meet with Uefa 
representatives, including 
Aignez; and the secretary gen- 
erals of the other five football 
confederations to discuss the 
project on 15 January. 
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Mannela Riegler, of Austria, leans into a curve on her way to 


the race to finish well dear of second-placed Carmen 


the snowboard World Cup giant slalom event in Moraine, France, yesterday. Riegler do minated 

Reuters 
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NBA lockout breakthrough 


ACROSS 

Grouse from a male dur- 


ing ineptly played bridge 


9 Primates embracing 
Eastern cross with 
pointed ends (6) 

LQ Old. part of Carthage, de- 
stroyed (4) 

11 Bird’s loud measure, 
like a gull at first <10) 

12 Arched surface caught 
driving light (6) 

14 Gravcafy walk, new 
frontage for terrace (8) 

15 Sleepy, Toledo, with tur- 
ing year 16) 

17 Grams, harvest’s penul- 
timate measures (6) 

20 A very quiet set of 
canons (but audibfy) 


Yank turning greener; 
cpraffing British drink 

Star on English broad- 
cast (.4) 

Stir small cinders (6) 
Pamphlet, one showing 
drawing (8) 



WITH JUST hours to spare, 
negotiators brought the Na- 
tional Basketball Association 
back from the brink of disaster 
yesterday, reaching a prelimi- 
nary agreement that rould save 
what is left of the season. But 
the deal still had to be agreed 
by players and owners, and 
the long, drawn out and bitter 
dispute will leave both sides 
feeling raw. 

Players have lost an esti- 
mated half a billion dollars 
(£820m) in salaries, and owners 
have had no income. But the 
fens are likely to feel even 
worse about a dispute that 
essentially revolved around 
how to split $2bn between some 
very rich individuals. 

On Monday it looked as if the 
game was up, in every sense. 
The NBA and the players’ 
union had felled to break the 


BASKETBALL 


BY ANDREW MARSHALL 
in Washington 


deadlock, and it seemed only a 
procedural vote by the Board of 
Governors was needed to de- 
liver the coup de grdee. But 
NBA commissioner David 
Stern and union head Billy 
Hunter continued talking, with 
the imp ending ffeariKug helping 
to focus minds, and at 6am 
yesterday the deal was there. 

If it receives the seal of 
approval of owners and players, 
a truncated season could start 
in about three to four weeks’ 
time, allowing time for between 
45 to 50 games. 

Approval is still needed from 

the owners and the players, and 
the process of selling the deal 
is under way. Then deals need 


to be done with the free agents 
for the season. 

NBA players have arrived in 
New York for a scheduled vote 
on whether to support the po- 
sition of their negotiating com- 
mittee, which had recomm- 
ended that the owners’ final 
offer be rejected. At least 200 
players had been expected to 
show up for the vote. 

The NBA has $2bn to share 
out because of increased rev- 
enues from television, and the 
argument was over how to di- 
vide the pie. 

Players wanted a larger slice 
for salaries, saying some play- 
ers were underpaid; owners 
said some teams were going 
under; and they couldn't afford 
it The reality is that both are 
partly right The owners want- 
ed to tighten salary caps, 
removing the exemptions that 


allow players to earn such vast 
sums, while the union was 


resisting. The players also 
wanted higher rates for players 
in the middle and at the bottom 
end of the salary scale. 

The fight was egged on by 
the super-agents who domi- 
nate professional sports, and 
made even more bitter by the 
feet that 80 per cent of players 
are black, and all the owners 
are white. The average salary 
is about $25m tho ug h fewer 
than half make more than that 

reflecting the feet that there are 

some very big pay packets out 
there which help to distort the 
figures. 

Pre-eminent amongst then, 
of course, is the Michael Jordan 
economy; the Chicago Bulls 
star earns $33. 14m (£54 m) a 
season, and the Bulls' payroll 
tops $60m. Jordan has not said 


whether or not he wifi return to 
the Bulls this season, though be 
had promised not to play if 
coach Phil Jackson left - and 
Jackson has gone. 

One side-effect of the end of 
the lockout will be to clarify 
what happens to Jordan awl tfie 
Bulls, perhaps the greatest 
basketball team ever. 

The lockout, in effect since 
\ July, has caused the NBA to 
1 miss games because of a labour 
dispute for the first tune in its 
history Under American labour 
law, without a contract — or in 
tiiis case a collective bargain- 
ing agreement CBA - owners 
can lock out players from 
working until a deal is reached. 

“I wouldn't blame the fans if 
they didn't come back,” said Jeff 
Hornacek of the Utah Jazz. 
“Neither side is co ming out of 
this thing looking good.” 
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THE HEAD of the South African 
Rugby Football Union has 
denied a newspaper report that 
racial quotas would be used for 
players in the nation’s premier 
domestic tournament 

The Star, a Johannesburg 
newspaper, reported on its 
front page yesterday that the 
Sarfu president Silas Nkammu, 
said a racial quota system 
would be extended to the 
Currie Cup. The system is 
currently used in youth and 
provincial rugby leagues. 

However, Nkammu said he 
was incorrectly quoted. “Such 
a decision would have to be 
discussed at length by the Sarfu 


RUGBY UNION 


executive committee and with 
the provinces before it could 
take effect,” he added. 

The African National Con- 
gress has said that cricket and 
rugby teams, which often field 
all-white sides against inter- 
national opponents, are not 
trying hard enough to promote 
players of other races. On Sun- 
day, the United Cricket Board 
of South Africa's president, Ray 
White, reaffirmed the UCB's 
commitment to the develop- 
ment of non-white players. 

Last year, the UCB pro- 
mised to develop a pool of non- 


white players as a source for 
players on provincial squads. 

On the domestic rugby 
stage, the stand-off David 
Humphreys has won his fitness 
battle and will captain Ulster in 
their European Cup semi-final 
against Stade Frangais at 
Ravenhffi on Saturday. The 
Irish international suffered a 
shoulder Injury in the quarter- 
final victory over 1996 European 
champions Toulouse on 11 
December. 

“Initially I was a bit worried 
about being fit, but I am fine 
now and have taken increased 
contact during tire week,” said 
Humphreys. “One of the key 


factors in our cup run this 
season has been our team 
spirit and that wffl be crucial 
against Stade Frangais.” 

But while Humphreys is 
confirmed as a starter; Ulster 
coach Harry Williams will delay 
announcing the team until the 
11th hour as he awaits fitness 

reports on a number of players, 

including centre Mark McCall, 
who has been out for is weeks 
with a neck problem. 


— — — —"'ton: 

only naming a squad of 22 at this 

stage but Humphreys will be 
captain,” said Williams. “Stade 
Frangais don’t have a weak- 
ness and are very strong up 


front. This is a notch up in 
competition for us and an even 
bigger challenge than the 
Toulouse quarter -final ’* 

c promising London 
Scottish stand-off Barry Irving 
has been drafted back into the 
Scotland Under-21 squad for an 
efctra match in the colt*, 1 ' build- 
up to their Five Nations' 

campaign. 

* 19- Y earL oId has been 
dded to the squad along with 
watsomans centre Marcus Di 
RoUo and the Northampton 
hooker Will Jones for an addz- 
onal foctiire against Newcas- 
tle Under-2is atPrestonfens <30 
ii January. 


season. The 6ft 5in Hyldgaard 
has completed his Initial 
£200,000 transfer; a fee which 
could eventually double de- 
pending on the number of first- 
team appearances he makes. 
The 20-year-old will complete 
the season with his Danish 
dub, Ikast, before reporting to 
HighfieklRoad mJufy. 

Leeds Umted are set to sign 
the left-sided midfielder Willem 
Korsten from the Dutch dub 
Vitesse Arnhem until the end of 
the season. 

Ipswich Town have paid 
£200,000 to another Dutch dub, 
De Graafschap, for the 28-year- 
old wing back, Fabian Wilms. 
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THE REV OWEN-JONES 
'Jesus was anti-greed: 
today that's revolutionary' 




The reverend 


Riesrier dominated 

Rental* 



revolutionaries 


They believe in the power of the word. And the word is advertising. 

Meet the men of cloth who want to convince you that the Son of Man is no ‘wimp’ 
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I n the beginning was the Word, and the Wbrd was with 
God and the Word was God. So said John. You know, 
the apostle who could really write. All of that was a 
few years ago, and these days he might need to up- 
date that sentence. In the beginning was the Brief 
and the Brief was with God and the Brief was God 
It's the kind of thing that might resonate with the 
Churches Advertising Network, that band of mis- 
understood Christians who dedded.a few months ago 
that the brief for this sprikj^ advertising campaign should be 
, The Real Jesus. Ybukaow; tn&£. ohrtionary who died on the cross. 
No, not the' guy wearing a disk .ml for a dress, who is always 
surrounded by lambs and chute ji. The guy with the crown of 
thorns. The guy who, in fact, looks remarkably like Che Guevara. 
You know, the Argentinian, atheist and T-shirt icon. 

The advertising campaign showing Jesus looking awfully like 
Che was launched this week. The ned-and-blaek poster pictures 
the Son of God looking off into the distance, as revolutionaries 
in berets often do, with a slogan underneath that says “Meek. 
Mild As If. Discover the real Jesus.” The traditionalists are ap- 
palled It is blasphemy. Che and Jesus! Really The Bishop of Wake- 
field feared the adverts would' “trivMse the mystery of the 
godhead". He added: “I am not sure it is the proper way erf pre- 
senting the message of love and peace.” The Bishop of St Albans, 
the Right Rev Christopher Herbert, said that young people might 
think that “As If" was a pop group. “The image is very Sixties,” 

. he said “1 cannot see how it will appeal to younger generations” 
T ask a m emb er erf the Churches Advertising Network, the Rev 
Peter Owen- Jones, whether he thinks that young people mfght 
i think that As U is a pop group, and it is his turn for a little out- 
rage. “That demonstrates the problem rather than soMesiL And 
you can quote mef.-n that" Before hebecame a vicar in H a s li n g- 
£eld, Cambridge, three years ago, Rev Oweii-Jories was an ad- 
vertising copywriter, but be didn't anticipate that this campaign 
would be called blasphemous. He thinks the reality of church life 
does have a hard edge. It is not all white lambs and blue-eyed 
children. He says feat the problem is that although the church- 
es are part of the Establisbment now, their founder simply was 
not So there is bound to be tension between the two, even now. 
“It is uncomfortable for them," he says. 

He the Victorians. They are the ones who created fee 

sepia portrait we all have of Jesus, happy and smiling in dress 
v and halo. This is Christ, our Saviour of fee Comfy Slippers men- 
tality. It Is an extremely nice image but also, perhaps, rather in- 
effectual. And not that far from fee way. many people perceive 


the Church itself these days. The reality is far different “As a 
vicar you deal with tragedy and the apparent senselessness of 
it all,” says Rev Owen- Jones. “You deal with drug addiction and 
alcoholism and self-interest in the extreme. You deal with self- 
ishness and greed. These are all things that every vicar would 
have to comfort and deal with in other people, as well as look at 
our own personal failings.” 

Meek and mild. As if Rev Owen- Jones thinks that hard-edged 
and gritty is more like it And revolutionary. “This campaign really 
is an honest attempt to try to deal with a part of the story which 
win not be unfamiliar to people who actually read the Bible. Jesus 
was anti-materialism and anti-greed. This is a revolutionary line, 
especially in our society today” 

Tom Ambrose is a vicar and the director of communications 
in the Church of England diocese of Ely. He is also a member of 
the Network. “It's terrible that Christians want the picture of Jesus 
to be a sort of a wimp?" he says. “Jesus created an absolute rev- 

BY ANN TRENEMAN ■ 

olution in fee lives of the people who wrote fee Gospels. That’s 
why they 'wrote about it You can read the story of feeding the 
5,000 and it Is about baskets and bread - or you can read it again 
and it’s 5,000 men hiding away in companies of 50 and 100, drawn 
up like an army.” In the end Jesus fled. He didn’t want to be that 
kind of revolutionary. But that’s what the people- those men and 
Herod etal - thought he was. “That’s why he was crucified!" 

The members of Churches Advertising Network are bound to- 
gether by two things: they are Christians (though they belong 
to different denominations) and they believe in the power of ad- 
vertising. They are controlled by no one. Every Christmas and 
Easter they work, with the creative team drawn from Christians 
in the media, to make a campaign. The members of the Network 
reject labels such as “modernist" and “radical”, but that is what 
they are. Not particularly because they believe that the real Jesus 
was a revolutionary, but because they believe in advertising and 
its power to make people think. “We don't do wallpaper. We do 
advertising," says Rev Tbm Ambrose. “Unless itmakesyou stop 
and think twice, then what's it for? Our adverts will be up in the 
High Street against everyone else's. We want ours to be stronger 
than that Maybe we have succeeded." 

Robert EHiSj communications director for fee Church of Eng- 
land in Lichfield, helped found the network in 1991. 1 ask whom 
the Network serves. “There is a huge debate on that one. Ws exist 
to serve fee Church, which to a large extent has not got a clue 


about advertising and marketing and public relations. The gap 
between the Church and the public is getting larger by the day. 
This is about dosing that gap. It's an uphill struggle." He says 
that many in the Church do not even know what the scenery is. 
I don't either; so I ask. He means the scenery of advertising. “For 
them advertising is a puke-green or fluorescent orange piece of 
paper written on in felt tip behind a piece of ding film, flapping 
dejected in the wind." He says that the early Church did hare a 
due. They had mystery plays and John Wesley and his horse and 
“dear old St Paul in his boat". 

All of this seems very for away from Che in his beret, how- 
ever. But everyone - the vicars and the creatives - insist that 
this should not be taken that wpy. They have used Che as an icon, 
an image, an idea. Chas Bayfield is a member of Christians in 
Media and be is one of the “creatives" behind the campaign. He 
says that the revolutionary idea came quickly and he, for one, 
thinks it is perfect He says that there is an image now of Jesus 
as “a bit of a poof’. This is simply not appropriate. “We felt very 
strongly that Christ is misrepresented terribly. It’s almost insulting. 
I want to be known as a follower of this amazing revolutionary 
man, not some effeminate fairy in a white dress. Tm a grown man. 
I can’t believe in fairies!" 

Nor does he particularly believe in Che Guevara. “I didn’t reaDy 
know much about him. In fact I didn’t even know he was a Com- 
munist But he realty is the trivial Pursuit revolutionary, isn’t 
he? He’s the one everyone recognises. I mean, most people 
couldn't even name too many revolutionaries. If I were to say ‘Car- 
los the Jackal' to you, would you know what he looks like?” I say 
that yes, I would. Square face and Michael Caine glasses. I'm 
not sure about fee revolutionary hit though. Mr Bayfield sighs. 
“Well, most wouldn’L My old granny wouldn’t Che really is the 
token revolutionary." 

Somehow I don’t think Che would agree. Judy Beishon, of the 
executive committee of the Socialist Party, says that she thinks 
fee campaign is a bit strange. “If anything, it is probably a bit 
unfair to Che Guevara." But say we agree, just for the moment 
feat Che is just an icon and that Jesus is the real revolutionary. 
Does it mean anything deepen really? The Churches Advertis- 
ing Network would say yes. Rev Peter Owen- Jones believes there 
is a quiet revolution going on. The Church is changing. It has to 
change. “It is absolutely right that it is uncomfortable. It provokes 
change - and feat is what Jesus did. Change is never easy. The 
Church is not comfortable with this image. It is more comfort- 
able to have this meek, mild person bumbling around taking care 
of lost cats. But that’s not fee reality of it at all" 
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Down on the farm 

Sin Sean Rickard's article “Why 
should taxpayers prop up our 
inefficient farmers?” (5 January) 
is based on a terrifying 
misconception. 

Farming is notan industry. It is a 
trust A farmer's duties go beyond 
simply providing food; he must also 
ensure that be leaves the land in 
good heart for future generations, 
that his livestock is suitable for 
farther breeding and that the 
environment is respected so that it 
wiU sustain our descendants. 

The reclassification of farming 
as an industry has meant the 
replacement of these obligations 
with the simple yardstick of greed. 
The result has been chicken 
stocks rife with salmonella, beef 
herds with BSE and our cereals 
polluted with chemicals. 

No wonder Mr Rickard has 
defected from the National 
Farmers’ Union to a school of 
management 
TERRY JONES 
London SE5 

Sir: Sean Rickard usefully focuses 
the arguments on reform of the 
EU Common Agricultural Policy- 
on to harsh realities of global 
pressures and technological 
change. Many in East Anglia, for 
example, believe those changes 
will reshape landscapes as 
significantly as the shift from wool 
to grain in previous centuries. 

UK producers and consumers 
should view these processes as 
opportunities rather than threats, 
but only if greater competitiveness 
is matched by bolder thinking about 
its benefits to the whole community 
rather than toe profitability of the 
few. Rural workers and small 
businesses are also customers in 
local economies; the social and 
environmental consequences of 
change cannot be divorced from 
industrial considerations. That is 
why a genuinely integrated rural 
development approach is needed 
both in toe Brussels negotiations 
and the UK government's rural 
White Paper this year; with a key 
component bong diversion of “bad" 
wasteful subsidies into ‘'good” 
environmental, healthy and 
nutritional encouragement 

UK producers are keen for that, 
understandably as long as 
sustainable incomes are likefy. 

They now need arguments to be 
won abroad and at home in favour 
of quality rather than quantity of 
produce. 

CLIVE NEEDLE MEP 
(Norfolk, Lab) 

Brussels 

Sir Sean Rickard assumes that all 
society requires from farming is 
cheap food. He foils to mention 
that millions of people are deeply 
concerned about the less tangible 
products of forming - the qualify, 
diversify and beauty of the 
countzyside. Much of toe criticism 
of the CAP for many years has 
been toe damage it has caused to 
wildlife and landscape. In a survey 
conducted in 1996 by the 
Countzyside Commission, 91 per 
cent thought society had a “moral 
duty" to protect toe countryside. 

CFRE is in no way an apologist 
for the CAP and we believe radical 
reform is long overdue. The 
objectives of reform, however 
should not be focused on a very 
narrow definition of 
competitiveness. A new rural policy 
for Europe should give greater 
encouragement to formers to add - 
value to toe formed environment 
and help them to market the qualify 
of that local environment in the 
products they produce. This 
approach applies as much to small 
farmers as to larger ones. 

The countryside remains a local 
product that can only be produced 
by our own farmers. CPRE wants 
to see those who produce the 
beauty and diversify of our 
countryside rewarded by using for 
more of the current CAP budget to 
support more sustainable farming. 1 
In the long term the qualify of toe 
environment will be one of 
forming’s most enduring assets. 
ALASTAIR RUTHERFORD 
Head qf Rural Policy 
Council far the Protection of 
Rural England 
London SWl 
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Welsh Portraits No 4: Sanndersfoot in Pembrokeshire, west Wales, is a family seaside resort of the traditional kind 
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Insane ban on guns Backyard ballast 


Sir The Institu te of Pyschiatry is 
to be commended for publicising 
the fact that contrary to tabloid 
“boil-in-toe-bag” opinion,' the 
mentally ill are most unlikely to 
commit murder (report 6 
January). Being cited in just 60 
homicides a year out of an annual 
average of 600 to 700, the mentally 
ill do not deserve to be toe subject 
of a witch-hunt 

What a pity similar standards of 
objectivity were not applied to an 
examination of some other Home 
Office statistics- those relating to 
gun ownership. Whfie the number 
of legally owned guns continues its 
long-term downward trend, the 
proportion of British homicides 
committed with guns has remained 
at about 9 or 10 per cent -the same 
as the much-vaunted figure for the 
mentally 3L Furthermore, virtually 
all toe guns used in homicides are 
not only held illegally; but have 
never been registered 

If the chances of being 
murdered by a mentally *U person 
are very small, then the chance of 
being foiled by the lawful owner of 
a gun is many, many times smaller 
stflL If the Institute of Psychiatry’s 
finding s make toe Government 
pause before instituting new “care 
in toe community” legislation, 
then how can our law-makers 
justify their draconian banning of 
the ownership of handguns by 
responsible people? 

ALASDAIR MITCHELL 
Stocksfield, Northumberland 


Sin Fbr the last few months south 
Oxford has been living through a 
nightmare. It could happen 
elsewhere. 

A private company has 
established an industrial work-site 
adjacent to our local park and only 
200 yards upwind of an open-air 
swimming pool houses, a nursery 
school and a day centre. It is within 
the City of Oxford and in toe Green 
Belt and does not have planning 
permission. Across all parties, 
both city and county councils and 
Oxford's two MP5 have opposed 
the development but to no avail 
For this is one company that does 


not need planning perznissiozL 

Where we used to sit by our 
peaceful lake looking across to the 
countryside, we now have an 
excavator towerizig over a ballast 
heap, LOOO feet long by 50 feet wide 
and rapidly growing towards its 
target height of 15 feet A 
throughput of 200,000 tonnes of 
granite per year wfll be unloaded 
from trucks on to the stockpile and 
then back from pile to trucks. 

The drone of the excavator toe 
crashings of the grab and the 
scrape of metal on metal cannot be 
shut out of houses. But this private 
company is immune from 
prosecution for noise nuisance. 

The company is Rail track, 


which has “permitted 
development rights" of 
breath taking scope. 

At present the znatter rests with 
the Secretary of State. He can 
support the communityand its 
elected representatives and 
require such a development in a 
sensitive site to be properly 
assessed. Or he can suppress the 
democratic voice. 

This is one of 13 “virtual 
quarries" across the UK and no 
doubt part of a logistically sound 
ballast supply scheme. But it 
should be in an industrial area and 
not in anyone’s backyard. 
PJENKYNS 
Oxford 


Sir: I would have thought that 
as little or no teaching or 
learning takes place during 
the time of national 
curriculum tests la whole 
week in primary schools), it 
would be the ideal time for 
parents to take their children 
on holiday during term time. 

Or does David Hart (“Heads 
seek term-time holiday ban", 
30 December) know of 
children whose education has 
suffered from their failure to 
take these tests, which the 
Chief Inspector of Schools 
found vague and of dubious 
merit? 

DG THOMAS 
Bade. 

Cornwall 


in Brief 

Sin I must respond to a 
comment made by Michael 
McCarthy in his article on the 
Greenwich meridian (“Time 
line is put on the Eogtisb 
map". 31 December), where be 
states that the meridian ‘just” 
misses Louth. Fbr many years 
there has been within the town 
of Louth a brass strip inlaid in 
the pavement marking the 
meridian’s passage through 
the town, together with a 
commemorative plaque. 

Have we been mistaken all 
these years? 

RICHARD GARBUTT 
Louth. Lincolnshire 


Sin My sons all use computers 
extensively at work. They 
assure me that many 
companies have storerooms 
full or serviceable but slightly 
outdated computers which are 
no longer in use. My daughters- 
in-law are all connected with 
teaching. They assure me that 
many schools are desperate for 
serviceable computers, which 
need not be of the very latest 
model but which the school 
budgets cannot be stretched to 
purchase. 

Would it not be possible to 
put supply and demand 
together to the great benefit of 
everybody? 

A J WILLIAMS 
Tonbridge, Kent 


Revolution betrayed 

Sin Contrary to Peter Cadogan’s 
letter (1 January), there is no 
reason to celebrate the 
anniversary of the replacement of 
one dictatorship by another one 
three and a half centuries ago. 

The changes from the Stuart 
monarchy to the Presbyterian 
parliament, to thepuritan Rump 
and toe republican Commonwealth, 
and then to toe Cromwellian 
Protectorate, however exciting for 
the media of toe time, did almost 
nothing for political democracy as 
was pointed out fay the Levellers, or 
for economic democracy, as was 
pointed out by the Diggers -both of 
whom are for better candidates for 
commemoration -and nothing at 
a0 for toe mass of toe people. No 
wonder most erf them welcomed toe 
Restoration of the Stuarts a few 
years later: 

Unfortunately the pattern of 
revolution against an aristocratic 
bunch of armed gangsters being 
betrayed by another religious or 
bureaucratic, militaristic or racist 
bunch of armed gangsters was 
followed in America and France, 
and later in Mexico and Russia, 
Spain and Argentina, China and 
Cuba. What price revolution now? 
Instead of wasting time on a 
meaningless anniversary of the 
first modern revolution, we should 
try to learn from these examples 
bow it was betrayed and why it 
became a dirty word 
MARY LEWIS 
Freedom Press, London El 


Useless euro 

Sir.Price transparency fovrid^ 

touted as a principal benefit of toe 

euro to consumers. But are 

consumers so sensitive to price 
differentials that they will travel 

purchase across borders withm 

Euroland to take advantage of 
newfy revealed lower prices? 
Hamish McRae thinks so rThe 
slow hum of the euro", 5 January), 
and also predicts toe same kind of 
homogeneity in retailing there 
that we already have “fro** 1 
Inverness to Plymouth". 

But in this part of Steriingland, 
a supermarket chain consistency 
maintains a 5 -per-cent differential 
in its filling station prices between 
brandies only 12 miles apart A 

single currency does not 
automatically dispose of 
oligopolistic price-fixing if 
producers combine to 
“regionalise” the single market • 
HENRY FINCH 
Braintree, Essex 

Sin One of the silliest arguments 
put forward in favour of the UK 

adopting toe euro is that it will 
lead to lower interest rates for 
mortgages and for industry. 

Hie Government has made it 
clear that there is no prospect of 
the UKjoining toe euro until our 
economy converges with that of 
continental Europe. Therefore, fay 
the time it is “economically right” 
for us to join toe euro we will have 
low sterling interest rates anyway. 

Clearly, then, there will be no 
point in adopting toe euro to get 
low interest rates. 

JAMES GFLUSS 
London NW4 

Religion of work 

Sir Cardinal Hume and the 
Bishop of Liverpool may well be 
right about overworking at 
Christmas (“Churchmen attack 
Work on holidays”, 2 January). If 
they are, it is not just Christmas 
that is the problem; it is a society 
where work is the new religion. 
Work has become too dominating 
in our lives both because of what it 
means to us and because of what it 
demands of us. 

The irony from my point of 
view, is that the church requires 
its employees to work unsociable 
hours which the dergy accept as 
part of our vocation. However, 
many of the dergy 1 know 
overwork, and not just at 
Christmas, to the detriment of 
themselves, their family life and 
their ministry. If we in toe church 
really believe working patterns- .. 
can be destructive, there is no 
place like home to begin the now.' 
needed revolution in our sodefy to 
put and enjoy work in its place; ’ 

It is well enough for senior 
clergy to stand up and seek to 
steer sodefy in the right direction 
but perhaps their words would be 
more telling, to the dergy at least, 
if the same message were being 
addressed to the church as 
employer as well. 

The Rev DAVID EATON 
LeaSierhead, Surrey 

Ash, Birch, Cedar 

Sir J Michael Sharman (letter, 5 
January) asks about the origin of 
alphabetical order. In his book The 
White Goddess, Robert Graves 
explains that alphabetical order 
derives from the ancient Celtic 
alphabet, where letters were 
named after trees and put into toe 
order in which the trees flowered 
throughout the year 

TVee names were also used to 
represent numbers, days of the 
week, and concepts such as life 
and death. The yew tree 
represented death and is still 
grown in cemeteries. 

Mrs CHARMIAN HAYES 
Feltham, 

Middlesex 

Sir: J Michael Shannan's letter 
reminded me of a friend of mine 
who, when at primary school, used 
to drive his teachers znad by 
asking, “As long as you know what 
all Uae letters of the alphabet are, 
why does it matter what order 
they are in?" 

PAUL LOCKWOOD 
Cambridge 


Fools and their alphabets are copiously parted 


YESTERDAY I leant on toe kindness 
of the hundred or more readers 
who wrote in with memories of the 
comic alphabet which flourished in 
-he Thirties. (Floods more this 
morning, so I hope you under- 
stand if I don’t have the time to ans- 
wer you all individually.) 

I should have known, but didn't, 
that this alphabet is toe basis of a 
Sebastian Faulks novel called A 
Fool's Alphabet and is in fact given 
in full (I am told by several read- 
ers) on page 42. But many of you 
reported variations. When we 
stopped yesterday we had got to H, 
and now we came to the letter I 
which my father said was for Ivor 
Novella, as indeed Faulks does. But 
other people think differently. 

. L Ivor EmmanueL Ivor Cutler I 
Tor looting (high-falutin). I for an 
eye. I for a pretty girL 


J. J is just about toe only letter 
on which everyone agrees, apart 
from X: Jaffa oranges. 

K. From the days when “kaffir” 
was a common word, plenty of 
people remember being told that It 
was K for kraaL K for farmer and 
so on. There was also the oddly 
English pronunciation of “cafe" as 
“kafe" hence K for restaurant 
The most popular by far was K for 
answers CKay Francis, a once fam- 
ous film actress of whom I had 
□ever heard). 

L. Most of us prefer L for 
Leather but there is also L for gob- 
lin (elf or goblin) , Lfo- Romeo and 
L for happiness. (How about L for 
Beta Gamma Delta?) 

M. Emphasis or Em pharisf is 
toe clear favourite. I was also 
offered M forever blowing bub- 
bles, which is novel- Emphysema, 


which is dever; and M for cream 
sherry, whkii is puzzling till you re- 
member Emva was a make of 
sherry. Or was it Enva? In which 
case it should be in... 

N. Lots here. Information. En- 
. vdope. N for eggs. N for cement 
(enforcement). Enfilading. N for a 
penny N for no (inferno). I think the 
leader was the old N fora dig (infra 
dig). I did manage to think of a new 
one myself here, which was Enver 
Hosha, but somebody else thought 
of that as welL And in his Comic 
Alphabets book, Eric Partridge re- 
veals that the idea was thought of 
Long ago. in Enver Pasha or Enver 
Bey, toe once- famous leader of the 
Young Turks. 

a O for the wings ofadove. O for 
a muse of fire. O for a pint Q fora 
pee. O for the rainbow. O for the gar- 
den walL 0 for my shoulder: O for 



Miles 

Kington 

R for mo, R for Askey, 
R for English, R for 
bitter. That was it. 
No upmarket ones at all 

seas-Qfor board. Ofor my dead body. 
O for the sea to Skye. O for coat 
E P for relief was the dear win- 


ner, ahead of P for the doctor; P for 
comfort P for whistle, P for Daddy 
and P for a penny. The cleverest 
came from Rosemary Thornton 
who said toat her father taught her 
P for church because Peover 
Church near Knutsford in Cheshire 
is actually pronounced that way. 

Q. Amazing what people have 
queued for in toe past I was given 
Q for rations, Q for fish and chips, 
Q for tickets. Q for toe i/9s, Q for 
bananas, Q for a bus, and - more 
modem - Q for dubbing. But the 
commonest was Q for everything. 
Those who beard it as “cue” gave 
me Q for billiards and Q for a song. 

R. R for mo, R for Askey, R for 
English, R for tetter. That was it No 
upmarket ones at alL No R for 
Miller, R for Bryant R for Quiller 
Couch or even R for sea cleric 

S. S for you, S for example were 


toe most common, but people re- 
membered all the ones commem- 
orating Esthers: S for William* s 
for Ralston, S for Rantzen, S tor Mc- 
Cracken (who she?), S for Waters 
(who she too?) and S for Ofarim. 

T. Everyone said T for two, ex- 
cept toe few who said T for mouf 
and T for dentures. 

U. U for me, U for nerve, U for 
got U for mism, U for Pendragon. 
I liked Richard Stamp's U for today 
(youth of today!) and I was glad to 
learn toat U for films refers to a de- 
funct German film company called 
UFA Films. 

V V for la France, Vamaur , Za- 
pata, Espana and la difference. 

W. Nobody was very happy with 
W but most settled for Double You 
for a Shilling, or W for a Quid. 

X. x for breakfast was univer- 
sally liked. 


Y. Y for goodness sake was 
Ulan Less so was Y for run! 
fronts). But most people wei 
the “Wife or...” pattern. Y for 
band. Y for mistress, and even 
secretary and Y for partm 
couple of lone cockney voices 
gested Y for thin and Y for 
munion biscuits. 

Z- A difficult letter to end « 
for breeze (zephyr breeze) 
the commonest even if we al 
it was feeble. Occasio nal r 
ences to old Zephyr cars, su( 
Z for Six, and Z for Zodiac, ant 
brave suggestions of Zeffirelli 
effect Z someone. *IWo people 
they had been told Z the raver 

didrrt know why Sounds like to 

Edgar Allan Poe line “Quott 
raven” to me... 

Thanks to all, and tomoi 
back to sanity. 
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The euro is here, so 
let’s start adjusting 
our economy to it 

THE BANK of England’s Monetary Committee is meeting 
today for the first time since the launch of the euro. This 
shouldn’t necessarily influence the immediate decision to 
lower interest rates again. The committee may well decide 
to leave them where they are. at 6.25 percent But the coming 
of the euro is of immense importance to the Bank's delib- 
erations for the future. In business, as in politics, compla- 
cency would be the very worst stance to adopt over a 
development that will have a profound influence on our 
currency, and interests rates, whether or not we join. 

Within days of its launch, the euro has already been 
adopted by central banks and international investors as a 
major reserve currency. The Bank of England has even sup- 
planted the Treasury in issuing bills of exchange denomin- 
ated in the new euro. 

In the short run this has had its benefits. As the value 
of the euro has risen on the foreign exchanges. Lbe dollar 
has fallen, and with it sterling. The fears of an overvalued 
British currency destroying the country's export industry, 
so prevalent only a few months ago, are fast receding. The 
value of the pound is still not as low as industry, or even 
the Bank of England, would like. But it is not nearly as threat- 
ening as it was. 

At the same time, on the latest figures, Britain appears 
to be moving towards recession - if recession indeed it should 
be - in a remarkably quiet and composed fashion. The 
indications are that demand even for services is beginning 
to fall, and with it the pressure on wages and prices. But 
the economy is not going into reverse, and may not do so 
for some time to come. Under these conditions the tempt- 
ation for the wise men and one woman of the Bank's 
Monetary Committee will be to keep a holding position and 
wait to see what does emerge in the economy over the next 
few months. 

That may be sensible in the short term. But it won't do 
for longer The new reality for Britain is a currency that 
stands to rival -the dollar in economic strength and in- 
ternational importance. Sterling will be left more and more 
a small sailing boat caught between two supertankers, pulled 
up and down with the dollar but equally liable to the swell 
from neighbouring Europe. In this situation the Bank of Eng- 
land will have to co-ordinate its actions with Europe. Al- 
ready ft is thinking of changing the UK definitions of inflation 
to fit the European criteria. When it does it will soon be- 
come apparent how high British rates are comparatively 
- not juk by fractions but by a full per cent 

If that is the case, why not start now? The risks of inflation 
are minimal, the dangers of contraction are real. And why 
not start talking openly about, what the euro does mean to 
us? Like it or not, we are part of a global village in which 
a new superstore has opened up on the high street 



Blair must take care 
not to fly into a trap 

THIS WEEKEND Mr Blair will be in Kuwait to meet the 
crews of the British Tornados who participated in last 
month's air attacks against Iraq, and who daily run the risk 
of attack themselves as they patrol the no-fly zone in southern 
Iraq. The Prime Minister's spokesman says the visit is not 
to be seen as a bellicose gesture against Iraq. Mr Blair should 
be very careful that it does not become one. 

Not long ago Mr Clinton was being praised for his 
“rope-a-dope" tactics of allowing Saddam Hussein to over- 
reach himself in his obstruction of the UN arms inspec- 
tors, and thus provide Washington with the opportunity it 
sought to launch the air strikes. These days, it is Saddam 
who is learning a thing or two about rope-a-dope. By 
drawing US jets land maybe soon those same Tornados 


that Mr Blair is about to inspect) into dogfights in what is 
officially Iraqi sovereign air space, he is seeking to have 
Britain and the US overreach themselves. Not in a mili- 
tary sense, of course, for Anglo-American air superiority 
is absolute - but in the subtler sense which explains these 
almost daily provocations. 

Saddam's strategy is to persuade world opinion that 
London and Washington are the true bullies of the piece, 
beating up an Iraq already brought to its knees by 
sanctions. If the tepid reaction to his latest call for a pop- 
ular uprising against Arab leaders who have failed to sup- 
port him is anything to go by, the outside world still needs 
a good deal of persuading. 

But that could change. The latest flurry of Iraqi aerial 
defiance suggests that the damage inflicted by last month's 
four days of bombardment is a good deal less than that 
claimed by American and British propaganda. Arab lead- 
ers may soon come to recognise the Iraqi President for 
the scoundrel he is. 


But popular reaction in the Gaza Strip and elsewhere 
shows that on the street. Saddam is not without his 
sympathisers - and a few more lost air battles may win 
some more. The no-fly zones are crucial for the contain- 
ment of Saddam. President Clinton and Mr Blair must not 
allow them to become the means of an Iraqi public 
relations victory. 


A radar blip 


MR BLAIR and Mr Brown are “shoulder to shoulder". Mr 
Prescott says the Prescott-Brown axis is “a load of non- 
sense". Mr Cook thinks the crisis has been got up by 
journalists. So. a concerted effort to restore unity. But the 
spin doctors' radar failed to detect Prince Edward’s en- 
gagement This happy but inconsequential event will eas- 
ily displace politics in a press still obsessed, in the main, 
with the royals. Peter, they're missing you already. 


HAVE* 


There’s nothing journalists love 
more than flexing their muscles 


IN THAT famous novel of political cam- 
paigning, Primary Colors, the nar- 
rator; Henry, describes how the US 
press corps (or “scorps" as he calls 
them) descend upon him, looking for 
his reaction to his rivals' reactions to 
a sex scandal that has not quite hap- 
pened yet La Henry’s view the situa- 
tion is surreal: 

“They weren’t scumbag gossip re- 
porters, they were media anatysts. The 
scorps weren't reporting the trash, but 
how we deo# with the trash. The story 
hadn't really broken yet and already 
it was one step removed: the press 
was reporting about how the candidate 
would deal with how the press would 
report about the story." 

When I first read that paragraph, 
penned by the veteran American pol- 
itical journalist Joe Klein (alias 
■"Anonymous"), I was transported 
back to the election of 1992. Historians 
record that Labour lost this c a mpaign 
for two main reasons: a lack of faith 
in Neil Kirmock as prospective prime 
mmistei; and the perception of Labour 
as a party of high taxation (although 
some of our more eccentric com- 
mentators throw in the Sheffield vic- 
tory rally for good measure) . 

But no one argues today that the 
decisive factor was an incident sur- 
rounding a party political broadcast 
by T ■ahnur ) tr ansmi tted on 24 March 
1992, that came to be known as the War 
of J ennife r's Ear. They did then, 
though. As the background to a true 

shay about ear grommets on the Na- 
tional Health became evermore con- 
voluted, TV news viewers witnessed 
the e xt ra o r di nary spectacle of news- 
paper journalists interviewing each 


other about who had told whom what 
trivia regarding the real Jennifer. 

Fbr the first time in the entire cam- 
paign the BBC newsroom came alive 
with some sort of excitement Here, 
at Last was a real running story. Front 
pages were held and the language was 
apocalyptic. Recrimination inside the 
Labour camp was intense. Yet, six 
years later, Labour’s PR expert Philip 
Gould, in his book The Unfinished 
Revolution, concludes only that, 
“whatever our true position ‘Jen- 
nifer’s Ear 1 had not hurt us. It might 
even have helped.” 

It was a classic Beltway story, in- 
flated beyond reason by the strange 
relationship that exists between pol- 
itical journalists and politicians. Some- 
thing similar has been happening in 
America - albeit on a grander scale 
- for the last year. But ever since 23 
December it has been Jennifer's Ear 
time again here in Britain. The initial 
revelation of the Mandelson loan was 
followed by stage two of the story, 
when tabloids and broadsheets 
scoured every soft furnisher's and de- 
sign gallery in West London, looking 
for signs of high living. 

But Peter departed, and the story 
threatened to go away. Various 
promising little pathways to do with 
the Britannia Building Society also 
seemed to lead nowhere. And so the 
whole thing mutated into a “who 
leaked the story" story. The more farc- 
ical part of this enquiry has involved 
The Guardian and The Mirror swap- 
ping insults and column inches on 
whether a package destined for Mr 
Paul Rout! edge, and containing his 
new Kitty Kelley-styie biography of Mr 



David 

Aaronovttch 

Run enough stories and 
eventually there will be a 
reaction. This reaction, of 
course, vindicates the stories 

Mandelson, was somehow hijacked by 
ruthless broadsheet hacks. The only 
thing missing was one of those Sun- 
day Times charts of the passage of the 
manuscript through various cubby- 
holes in the Commons press gallery. 

Without any evidence at all, the 
blame for the leak was eventually hung 
around the hairy neck of Charlie 
Whelan, Gordon Brown’s press sec- 
retary. This gave the Mandelson affair 
its third twist: the Chancellor was said 
to be at war with the Prime Minister. 
Once again, with little evidence ad- 
duced that there was any meaningful 
difference between Blair and Brown, 
vast screeds were devoted to the two 
men and their entourages, allies and 
enemies. Yesterday, after nearly a 
week ofthis and after Whelan had re- 
signed, Tony Blair felt it necessary to 
tell the press that his relationship wife 


Gordon was very close. Within hours 
I heard a newscaster ask a corre- 
spondent to agree that it was “signif- 
icant that he felt the need to say this”. 

If you stop and consider for a mo- 
ment the circularity of the process be- 
comes obvious. Run enough stories 
and eventually there will be a reaction. 
This reaction, of course, vindicates the 
original stories. Charlie Whelan said 
(and I believe him) that he resigned 
because “T had become the story”. But 
as soon as he announced his depar- 
ture some were asking, rhetorically, 
why - if he had done nothing wrong - 
he felt it necessary to go. 

When we journalists ask politi- 
cians about “appearances" rather 
than substance (“But it doesn't look 
good, does it, minister?"), you can bet 
that we are on intellectually weak 
ground. On Wednesday the an- 
nouncement of Prince Edward's im- 
pending marriage was covered on 
some outlets almost entirely in terms 
of how newspapers would report it, or 
had already reported it This is not sur- 
prising, because the event itself has 
no significance whatsoever Edward 
is the fourth child and will never as- 
cend to the throne, and his wedding 
has only a certain titillating, soap- 
opera value. Except to him, of course. 

But, unlike the case with the Whe- 
lan story, at least there was the excuse 
that some readers, viewers or listen- 
ers might be interested in it By con- 
trast very few people care about the 
Chancellor’s press secretary, prefer- 
ring to concentrate on arcane matters 
such as the funding of the health ser- 
vice. And, as with Jennifer’s Eat; 
when the next election comes, the 


name Whelan will not be on the lips 
of those exiting from polling stations. 

So why do we get these feeding 
frenzies? Our man in the States. An- 
drew Marshall, yesterday quoted the 
Internet muckraker, Matt Drudge, 
as having advised that “you gotta feed 
the machine slowly". But the machine 
is not fed by, say, the fact that there 
is an Aids epidemic in South Africa 
that threatens that county's ability to 
lead the continent out of poverty and 
tyranny. That story will be reported in 
the broadsheets, but it will simply not 
get the prominence or the journalis- 
tic effort expended upon it that will go 
into a MandelsonAVhelan saga. 

I think there are two reasons for 
this, apart from the traditional anti- 
in tell ectualism of British journalistic 
culture. The first is that any story 
about spin doctors is really a story' 
about us journalists ourselves. If 
they are the spinners, we are the 
spun; if they are manipulators, then 
we are the manipulated. We use 
them, and we hate them for it. They 
are our dark reflections. Or is it the 
other way round? 

The second reason is egotism. 
Some of us prefer to shape the world 
rather than merely to reflect it; to 
create the news and not just report it. 
It was u The Sun wot won it” in '92. The 
Guardian that laid Mandelson low in 
'98, The Mirror that did for Charlie 
Whelan in *99, and next year- God will- 
ing - it will be that powerful, incisive 
journalist David Aaronovitch. who will 
be responsible for the fall of Jack 
Cunningham... 

Or someone like that Mmmmm, 
feel my muscles. 


Q uote of the Day 

‘Thinking outside the box in adult life is often the 
equivalent to a little naughtiness in childhood” 
Charles Handy . 
management consultant 

T HOUGHT FOR THE PAY 

“In politics, nothing is contemptible." 
Benjamin Disraeli, 

Prime Minister 


WHILE WE were toiling away 
on making the euro, the British 
In their fine pinstripes did not 
want to get their hands dirty, 
i&ir ’porand is staying out," 
'said with a stiff upper tip. 
They see the euro as “still- 
born", and the German Finance 
Minister as “the most danger- 
ous man in Europe". Yet their 
pound is now losing ground 
against , the euro, their com- 
panies Iac± a solid basis for cal- 
culations, their stocks are 


of ravens, is fleeing the island: 
Billions are being moved from 
London, in the direction of 
euroland. It was a high and 
proud horse upon which you 
Britons have climbed. But now 
you should quiefiy dismount 
BUd Zeitung 

THE MAJORITY of Britons 
experienced the launch of the 
euro as a chapter in Alice in 
Wonderland: foil of absurd) ties 
and contradictions. 

Tb the crunch question of 


MONITOR 

ALL THE NEWS OF THE WORLD 
The German press reflects on 
Britain's failure to adopt the euro 


whether they can remain a 
great business nation without 
curtailing national self-deter- 
mination, there is still no con- 
clusive answer. 

Trade and sovereignty: the 


euro is leading proud Britain 
into the torture chamber of an 
issue which one could always 
avoid in the past, but cannot do 
for much longer 
Die Welt 


WHAT BRITAIN needs now is 
political leadership; business 
mil soon be calling for it, since 
it wants a target date so that it 
can plan ahead 
In Blair's defence, it has to 
be pointed out that powerful 
EU partners have not made it 
easier to campaign for the euro 
and Europe. Lafontaine's state- 
ments caused a lot of broken 
china. Polls show that Blair has 
a hard task ahead 
Frankfurter AUgemeine 
Zeitung 


HESITANT BRITAIN is reckon- 
ing on lots of action ahead. The 
pound has been moving closer 
to the dollar than European 
currencies have been. 

Caught between the two 
gigantic blocks of the euro and 
the dollan Britain’s economy - 
which reacts sensitively to ex- 
change rates - could soon lead 
to a hasty and spontaneous 
entry of the United Kingdom 
into the European monetary 
union. 
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Pandora 


THE SHADOW Foreign 
Secretary, Michael Howard, 
will address the Ifoung 
Conservative Group for 
Europe next week. At a 
meeting in the House of 
Commons, Howard, a hard- 
line Eurosceptic, will attempt 
to woo this young band of 
Europhiles now driven 
delirious by the launch of the 
euro. “The euro has been a 
success so far. and it is 
important that we put that 
message across to the party.” 
one of the organisers told 
Pandora However, the 
message is to be delivered 
behind closed doors because 
“we don't want to hang out 
our dirty washing in public.” 
So, then, might Howard face a 
bit of boisterous ribaldry at 
the meeting? “"Well have to 
wait and see" said the young 
Europhhe. That's funny. Isn't 
that what William Hague is 
saying about the single 
currency? Perhaps there will 
be unity in the Tory party 
after alL 


TOM HANKS, three times an 
Oscar winner; is feeling the 
pressure of fame. As the 
combined gross of his two 
most recent films, Saving 
Private Ryan and You've Got 
Mai l passed $200nu the star 
told Entertainment Weekly 
that: “Sometimes being a 
movie star in a public place 
is like being a man with a 
chicken on his head, and 
everyone is looking and 
pointing.” Hanks says that 
the closest he can get to 
anonymity is to ‘'strip down 
naked in a hotel room and 
walk around on the patio”. 
However, if reports that 
Hanks is interested in 
running for president in the 
year 2000 are true, be would 
be advised to keep his pants 
on. 


ONE OF the few things that is 
known about BUI Clinton's 
impeachment trial due to 
start today, is that the 
Supreme Court Chief Justice, 
William Rehnquist, will be in 
change. Rehnquist presided 
over an equally controversial 
but rather less up-to-date, 
trial in 1996 at the Indiana 
Universiiy School of Law, 
when he found Richard III 
not guilty of murdering 
his two nephews. 

Rehnquist failed to find 
the infamous monarch 
guilty “beyond 
reasonable doubt", 
calling the evidence a 
kind of “rumor 
upon rumor” 

Isicl. The 
question is, 
of course, 
will Bill 
Clinton be 
shown 
the same 
clem- 
ency? 


WITH THE 
serialisation 
of Paul 
Routledge’s 
book on 
Peter 

Mandelson, 




The Mirror has gone 
“Mandy” mad. The 
legendary Mandy label 
which the former Cabinet 
minister is said to hate so 
much (see Pandora of 6 
October), headlined no 
fewer than three times in 
yesterday's Mirror. First, In 
a report about relations 
with Gordon Brown, then 
the Routledge serialisation, 
and of course the cartoon 
strip “Mandy”. This 
“Mandy” is about the antics 
of young girls rather than a 
cartoon pastiche of 
Mandelson’s life. A pity, 
because the cartoon 
adventures of Mandy, 

Weggy, Charlie and Brownie 
would probably spin a 
good yam. 


LINDA TRIPP (pictured), who 
may or may not be called to 
the Clinton trial as a witness, 
is in trouble with her Internet 
service provider; Bruce 
Fisher. Fisher claims that 
Ttipp, the White House 
confidante of Monica 
Lewinsky, has reneged on a 
$15,000 deal to maintain her 
website Qmdatripp.com) and 
clear it of unwanted 
messages, one of which, 
according to the New York 
Daily News, read: “Linda 
Tripp is so ugly, she went into 
a haunted house and came 
out with an application." 
Fisher received only a token 
payment of $1,500 and a letter 
of apology from Tripp and her 
advisers. The Hawaii based 
internet company is hoping to 
encourage Tripp to pay up by 
ceasing their efforts to dean 
up the site, “There will be 
nasty stuff there again, but 1 
hope it won't be vile,” says 
Fisher. 


PANDORA SALUTES the 
scientists who are still 
trying to work out why the 
Titanic sank Even after 
nearly 90 years rivets 
recovered from the wreck 
are still being examined. 
The theory that weak rivets 
led to an “unzipping” of the 
ship's hull was publicised 
last year and has been 
added to by a US 
government scientist. 
Timothy Fbecke. The 
scientist reveals to 
The Washington Post 
that fewer 
compartments 
would have 
flooded if the 
“average 
strength of the 
rivets had 
been 
higher”. 
Wow, 
such 
spot-on 
analysis 
is 

obviously 
unshak- 
able, 
but 
surely 
the key 
player must 
i remain the 
i rather large 
I iceberg in 
k the Titanic's 
■ path? 


Revealed: women are people too 


FROM A survey this week, I learn 
that successful career women. like 
Indian mystics of yore, are able to 
“pass through the glass ceiling 
without noticing that it is there”. I 
have never in fed seen this feat per- 
formed, at least not without some 
struggle with the resulting shards. 

But Peter York, the report’s com- 
pflei; sounded pretty sure of his facts 
after studying female bosses. These 
miracle women have learnt not to 
be too intense and ambitious. Hell 
no. “Gentleness with the male ego 
and detennination not to use sex- 
ual weapons to unfair advantage are 
natural female behaviour for the in- 
telligent, well-adjusted woman,” 
chirped Mr York. 

These placid and undemanding 
women struck me as vaguely fam- 
iliar Then I remembered Margaret 
Atwood's scary virion of a funda- 
mentalist dystopia. The Hand- 
maid's Tale, in which women are 
freed of the messy burdens and sor- 
did pleasures of the modern world, 
are centrally selected for breeding 
without much fun along the way, 
wear long red robes and bow mod- 
estly to the good of the collective, 
stopping only to lynch apostates. 



Anne 

MCELVOY 

Successful women cannot 
be reduced to a set 
of qualities that can 
then be used like a recipe 

Mr Ybrk has managed to cross 
two repressive instincts and produce 
a hybrid of ghastly conformity: The 
first is the time-honoured male in- 
stinct, according to which women 
are to be seen and not heard. The 
second is the dreary North Amer- 
ican corporatism of the Fifties which 
demanded that, h uman beings be- 
have like well trained robots. 

Perhaps he could be forgiven all 


this, had he not outlawed dressing 

up when we have a mind to, the one 

residual bit of fun in offic e life . FH 
give that up when the executive mem 
around me shed their Richard 
James ties and the creative ones 
trade in their black crew necks. 

TOie word “natural”, lurking in the 
undergrowth of the argument, is a 
sure sign that something is amiss. 
From MaryTSbUstonecraft onwards, 
awkward women have been com- 
plaining about having a view of nat- 
uralness foisted upon them which 
suits the describes, not the de- 
scribed. As Marilyn French pointed 

out in her acerbic essay on Lady 
Macbeth, the demoniepowerof her 
story rests on relentless imagery 
that iTiatils into us the view that her 
behaviour is not only morally wrong, 
but als o unnatural since she is a 
woman and has no business break- 
ing rules, trivial or serious- 

Still, i thought, Mr York is a fam- 
ous spotter of trends. Perhaps the 
man is right. Out with the red Ver- 
sace, in with the fawn Laura Ash- 
ley. My new year’s resolution was to 
spread a little calm, hold that barbed 
riposte and, when in doubt murmur 
“Tfou’re so right” 


T fliagiwe my horror when this 

newspaper reported yesterday on a 
paper given to the British Psycho- 
logical Society. It maintained that 
women who wish to become senior 
executives need to exhibit “macho 
feick-ass characteristics” in order to 
prosper. In five years of interview- 
ing managers, the compiler had 
found that the best female ones (fid 
not mind being disliked, “because 
they bad to take tough decisions”. 

What is the point of all this? The 
pseudo-science of studying pushy 
broads must be nicely profitable for 
those concerned. I can't see what 
use it is to the companies who pay 
for it Fbr a discreet but vast sum, 
I will give any bidder the benefit of 
my 10-year analysis of women in the 
workplace, s ummar ised as follows: 

I. Successful women cannot be 
reduced to a set of qualities that can 
then be used like a recipe: “take one 
part aptitude to two parts attitude 
and leaven with self-deprecation". 

Fashions change. Companies 
that are going through insecure 
tjmps like bossy women as bosses 
because it suggests confidence, 
even when the balance sheet does 
not support this view: In less 


turbulent periods, however, they 
tend to play safe. . . 

2. The female of the species is 
more like the male than the male 
would like to think - she is neither 
more nor less altruistic. On the 
whole, ambitious women are not 

aimingfor the top as part of a fem- 
inist crusade, but because it is nicer 

at ttie top than in the middle. Do not, 
therefore, expect female bosses to 
be particularly nice to other women. 
You would not expect such self- 
lessness from men. 

3. Ambi tious women still strike 
men as rather odd, because male- 
dominated cultures prize uniform- 
ity. They see brutal self-advance- 
ment in the most innocuous 
gestures. “Are you networking fur- 
iously?” a colleague asked me at a 
party recently. At the time I was 
leaning against a wall drinking 
wine and chatting to a friend. 

4. (This is the revelatory bit). 
Women are people. There are dif- 
ferent kinds of them. Some are 
loud and bounty, others are quiet 
and mousy. A lot are in between. 
They all have their uses. The im- 
portant thing is to remember that 
they are there. 


How a minor dose of flu 
nearly felled the NHS 


I HAVE had flu. I know this because 
I experienced its defining symptom: 
an irresistible desire to fie down. 
When it happens there is no mis- 
taking it I took to my bed on New 
Year’s Day, dosed myself with as- 
pirin, paracetamol and regular tots 
of my mother-in- law's sloe gin and, 
in common with thousands of others, 
waited for the Alness to pass. 

You wonder why 1 am telling you 
this? Because there is a puzzle 
about the current flu outbreak which 
my own experience may help illu- 
minate. According to the Royal Col- 
lege of General Practitioner's flu 
monitoring unit in Birmingham 
there is no epidemic. The numbers 
affected - fewer than than two in 

1.000 people on yesterday's figures 
- are low by comparison with pre- 
vious winters and will need to double 
before we have what is officially 
termed an epidemic. 

If that is the case, why have half 
the people I know - or, at any rate, 
many more than one in a thousand 
of them - apparently been laid law 
by the bug? And why, more impor- 
tantly, is the NHS struggling to 
cope, closing wards to all but emer- 
gency admissions, cancelling routine 
surgery and, ominously, hiring 
freezer lorries to provide tem- 
porarily expanded mortuary space? 

The answer to the first question 
is the easiest Figures recorded by 
the Royal College of General Prac- 
titioners’ (RCGP) monitoring unit - 
the gold standard for flu watchers - 
are based on reports from 350 GPs 
in 90 practices in the UK covering 

700.000 patients. Every patient who 
goes to see one of these GPs suf- 
fering from flu or a flu-like illness is 
reported to the monitoring unit and 
becomes a national statistic. 

Thousands of sufferers - myself 
included - have not bothered their 
GPs for the very good reason that 
there is nothing they can do for flu 



Jeremy 

LAURANCE 

The lesson of this latest 
* crisis 1 is that the 
condition of the health 
sendee remains fragile 

that patients cannot do for them- 
selves (drink plenty of fluids, go to 
bed, keep warm and take whatever 
over-ffaecounter remedy you prefer). 
The published figures therefore 
vastly underestimate the true 
incidence of the Alness. 

I suspect this disparity between 
the true level of illness and the pub- 
lished level has grown wider in re- 
cent years as public understanding 
of flu has improved. A viral Alness 
such as flu cannot be shifted by 
antibiotics and, as more people 
recognise that GPs have nothing bet- 
ter to offer than TLC (tender loving 
care - and they tend to be short of 
that, too, at this time of year), they 
are increasingly dosing themselves 
at home rather than seeking help at 
the Surgery. Thus while the RCGP 
unit declares this year's flu toll to be 
low, offices are denuded, paraceta- 
mol sales soar and homes echo to 
the sounds of groaning invalids 
begging for another Lemsip. 

The more tricky question is why 
this low level of illness should be 
putting such an unwelcome stress 
od the NHS. The weather has been- 


warm, the health service has had a 
generous cash injection to deal with 
winter pressures- £159m so fen with 
a further £50m in reserve - and the 
Government boasted some months 
ago that it was reopening or pre- 
venting the closure of 2,000 extra 
beds. 

It poses the question of what 
would happen if there were a gen- 
uine epidemic, a prospect that 
seemed to worry Frank Dobson, the 
Health Secretary, on Tuesday when 
he acknowledged that it would be 
“very difficult to cope". Compared 
with this year’s two in 1000 people 
suffering from flu, the 1993 out- 
break peaked at 30 per cent above 
this level and the 1989 epidemic at 
more than two-and-a-half times 
above it In 1969, the year of the last 
global pandemic, the infection rate 
hit 10 per 1,000, implying that more 
than 500,000 people were felling vic- 
tim each week. 

Were such a pandemic to occur 
again, and scientists predict that a 
repetition is inevitable, on the evi- 
dence of this week’s experience we 
would need a fleet of freezer Lorries 
to join the one hired by the Norfolk 
and Norwich hospital to expand its 
mortuary space. 

The causes of the current NHS 
“crisis" are complex. The first point 
for the sceptical observer to bear in 
mind is that it has occurred just as 
the NHS pay review bodies are 
finalising their reports for present- 
ation to the Cabinet Inflation-bust- 
ing rises in excess of 5 per cent for 
nurses and doctors are bang sought 
by the unions and a crisis in toe NHS, 
especially if it can be linked to staff 
shortages, provides a useful lever to 
loosen ministerial purse-strings. 

The second point is that the NHS 
is in feet performing rather well as 
yesterday’s announcement of a 
record fell in the waiting-list demon- 
strates, but it has become a victim 



Our over-crowded hospitals are under real strain 


BBC 


of its own success. Thousands more 
patients have been treated and op- 
erations earned out, raising bed 
occupancy rates and putting in- 
creased stress on facilities. The re- 
sult is an NHS that, while well 
funded, is running close to cap- 
acity. Thus it is efficient in terms of 
producing maximum bang for each 
buck, but has little flexibility to ac- 
commodate sudden increases in 
demand such as occurred at Christ- 
mas. A few elderly people going 
down with flu can soon clog up a ca- 
sually unit if beds are foil and there 
is nowhere to move patients on to. 

That said, there are genuine 
staffing problems, especially among 
nurses and associated staff such as 
physiotherapists. A buoyant econ- 
omy and low unemployment have 
meant stiff competition among em- 
ployers for the 18-year-old school- 
leavers whom the NHS normally 
recruits. Hospitals have been losing 
out to Marks & Spencer, and, nation- 
ally, the Royal College of Nursing 
claims that 8,000 posts are vacant 

There is anecdotal evidence that 
problems blamed on the flu outbreak 


were in feet caused by the way 
Christmas fell on a Friday this year 
That meant GP surgeries stayed 
dosed for a full four days, rather than 
the normal two of Christmas Day 
and Baring Day. Deputising services 
were unable, to cope and patients 
phoned 999 instead St James’s Uni- 
versity Hospital in Leeds, where 1 
attendances at accident and emer- 
gency were 50 per cent up between 
Christmas and the New Year com- 
pared with the previous year, was 
back to normal this week No flu out- 
break was ever over so swiftly. 

The lesson of this latest “crisis" 
is that the condition of the NHS re- 
mains fragile, despite the large 
sums invested and even larger sums 
to come over the next three years. 
Though improving, the slightest 
pressure could be enough to trigger 
a relapse. The right prescription is" 
a steady infosion of funds, careful 
monitoring and a recognition that 
cutting waiting-lists must never be 
allowed to usurp its central function 
- to provide immediately a bed and 
care for every truly ill patient in their 
hour of need 
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AFTER NEARLY two 
decades of transport 
deregulation and privat- 
isation, the Labour Gov- 
ernment’s 1998 Transport 
White Paper has put transport 
integration and re-regulation 
back on the political agenda. 
Integrated transport was 
made toe central theme of toe 
Transport White Paper in the 
context of growing intra- and 
inter-urban traffic congestion, 
predicted growth of car traffic 
thy more than one-third in the 
next 20 years), continuing de- 
cline in deregulated bus pat- 
ronage, the declining mobility 
of 13 million people living in the 
30 per cent of households that 
do not own cars, and rising 
carbon dioxide emissions. 

From 1979 to 1997, the Con- 
servative government's triple- 
track transport policy had 
deregulated transport services 
and feres, privatised state and 
put municipally -owned opera- 
tors into the transport market. 

However, most transport 
markets were not contested 
and deregulation often result- 
ed in near-monopoly control of 
local areas by a single trans- 
port company. Deregulation 
also reduced through-ticketing 
and interchange between rail 


and bus. Since 1986, local bus 
deregulation outside Greater 
London and bus privatisation 
have led to a 29 per cent fell in 
passenger numbers despite a 
25 per cent increase in bus 
mileage, a real increase in bus 
feres of 22 per cent and a fell 
in operating costs of more than 
a third in real terms (mainly 
through reduced drivers' 
wages and fewer management 
and engineering staff), while 
public subsidy has been cut by 
more than half 

The new integrated trans- 
port policy defines integration 
in four ways: integration be- 
tween and within transport 
modes locally and nationally; 
integration of transport and 
land use planning; integration 
with the environment; inte- 
gration with education, health 
and wealth creation policies 
However, the White Paper’s 
radical policies are not sup- 
ported with the substantial 
increase in public transport 
capital investment which is 

needed to improve its quality 
and quantity sufficiently to 
attract many current car users 
to switch modes. 

This puts at risk the success 
of the integrated transport 
policy which the Deputy Prime 



improve our buses f 



PODIUM 


Richard Knowles 

From a speech by 
Salford University's 
reader in geography to 
the Royal Geographical 
Society conference 


Minister said should be judged 
on whether car usage bad 
declined by 2003. Ftew car users 
are likely to switch to public 
transport or cycling without 
either substantial prior capital 
investment in much higher- 
quality bus and rail systems 
and cycle networks, or financial 
incentives. 

The White Paper itself was 
delayed while more radical 
policies were deleted in fear of 
a political backlash from car- 


owning voters. Thus taxing 
car park spaces at out-of-town 
leisure and retail sites was 
omitted, company car benefits 
were retained no targets were 
set for road traffic reduction 
and traffic speeds were not 
addressed either by stricter 
enforcement or lower general 
speed limits. 

Proposals for workplace car 
parking charges and motorway 
tolls have been deferred while 
the decision (and potential 
backlash) on whether to intro- 
duce congestion-charging on 
urban roads has been given to 
individual local authorities 
without any guarantee that 
they will be able to ring-fence 
and spend the income raised 
on transport schemes. Re- 
regulation of bus feres was 
not even considered in the 
White Paper, 

Although bus patronage 
continues to decline, buses are 
still the main form of public 
transport in Britain outside 
Greater London. The chal- 
lenge is to provide better qual- 
ity buses, with faster; more 
reliable journey times suffi- 
ciently improved for car users 
to switch modes for some jour- 
neys without either substantial 
extra public funding of public 


transport or real disincentives 
to use cars. 

Hie Government hopes that 
“Quality Partnerships" caw 
produce better local bus ser- 
vices through voluntary co- 
operation between local 
councils which, as highway au- 
thorities, own the road space, 
and the privately-owned bus 
companies which operate most 
bus services. The Deputy 
Prime Minister's view is dean 
“The bus must have priority on 
the road. That will lead to 
fasten more reliable services 
which attract more passen- 
gers.” Some bus companies see 
Quality Partnerships as good 
business and good publicity; 
particularly FirstGroup, Arrive 
and Stagecoach, which to- 
gether control 60 per cent of the 
British bus market 
The Government's Inte- 
grated Transport Policy lacks 
the substa n t i al investment in 
publictransportneeded.Gov- J. 
eminent policy therefore relies ? 
heavily on the success of low- 
cost Quality Partnerships. In- 
depth analysis on a “before and 
after” basis is needed to mea- 
sure the extent to which 
Bus Quality Partner- 
ships can change travel 
behaviour. 
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Don’t be fooled by China 



Chris Patten 

It's a simple truth - 
you can only do business 
with totalitarians if you 
lick their boots first 


ONE OF the more bizarre events of 
last year was the attempt to parade 
China's Premier, Zhu Rongji, as an 
Asian representative of the Third 
Why. Mr Zhu. who has a sense of hu- 
mour, must have been quietly 
amused. He made his own position 
clear recently when greeting his 
Vietnamese opposite number. The 
purported ability' of the Vietnamese 
and Chinese economies to with- 
stand the effects of the Asian fi- 
nancial crash demonstrated, 
according to Zhu, "the advantage of 
socialism". Surely not even John 
Prescott would hare gone quite 

that, far 

What did Zhu actually' mean by 
this? He was presumably charac- 
terising the measures taken by 
China over the past yean even as 
Western leaders fell over them- 
selves in the rush to Peking to pay 
tribute to the wisdom and growing 
open-mindedness - so it is claim ed 
- of China's leaders. He must hare 
been thinking of foreign exchange 
controls, backtracking on privati- 
sation, the total politicisation of 
crafit, restrictions on market access 
and a crack-down on any sign of po- 
litical dissent. It is this sort of back- 
lash against greater economic and 
political openness, not confined to 
China, which threatens serious 
trouble for Asia and therefore for the 
rest of us in the year ahead. 

The case for authoritarianism, 
usually corrupt and often incom- 
petent, was one of the main casu- 
alties of the Asian crash that began 
18 mouths ago. What had once 
been lauded as visionary nation- 
building - Indonesia pic, South 
Korea Inc - was now denounced as 
crony capitalism. No longer were 
outsiders likely to sit quiet, while 
being lectured on the moral rela- 
tivity of human rights and on the 
dose relationship between GDP 
growth and the curbing of democ- 
racy, civil society and freedom. 

There were proximate financial 
and economic causes of Asia's cri- 
sis - above all, perhaps, the slump 
in Japan which represents three- 
quarters of the whole region’s econ- 
omy. But the underlying reasons for 
the turmoil were political. 

The analysis was not breath tak- 
ingly original. The wonder is that so 
many people had overlooked it for 
so long. Sustainable economic 
progress requires open markets and 
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free trade, and they flourish best in 
liberal democrades under the rule 
of law. “Is that all you've got to say?" 
someone once asked me accusing- 
ly. “Er, well, yes actually." It's a sim- 
ple truth, periodically buried under 
self-serving drivel about the in- 
scrutable differences of the Orient 
or under the humiliating and un- 
proven assumption that you can 
only do business with totalitarians 
if you lick their boots first 

Recovery in Asia is going to be 
slow and patchy. It will be led by 
those countries that have most en- 
thusiastically embraced the need for 
change. For those that seek to spit 
into the wind, worse is probably stfll 
to come. 

While China was locking up 
democracy activists the other day, 
Taiwan was counting the votes in its 
latest round of elections. Taiwan is 
a free sodety, increasingly open, 
with an economy that has done bet- 
ter than any other in Asia over the 
last year of turmoil 

South Korea's economic collapse 
in the autumn of 1997 scared in- 
ternational bankers and worried the 
world's international financial in- 
stitutions. The Koreans still have 
some way to go, but under a de- 
mocratic government led by the in- 
trepid Kim Dae Jung, they are 


making headway. The currency has 
stabilised and strengthened. Inter- 
est rates have been cut 

In Thailand - where the crash 
began - the most democratic gov- 
ernment in the country's history is 
making steady progress under its 
decent prime minister, Chuan Leek- 
paL From the outset the Thais 
recognised that political and eco- 
nomic reform must go hand it hand. 
They too have seen their currency 
strengthen and interest rates fall. 
Confidence has started to return. 

Elsewhere, some governments 
have set a different course. 
Malaysia is one of the most worry- 
ing examples. Dr Mahathir react- 
ed to the crisis by turning his back 
on reform and locking up its prin- 
cipal advocate, his deputy Anwar 
Ibrahim. Anwar's trial has turned 
into a ghastly paradigm of the cor- 
rupt authoritarianism and non- 
sense economies that threaten a 
turbulent future for his country. 

But China represents the most 
significant attempt to force a pas- 
sage through the financial storms 
with a combination of statist 
economies and Leninist politics. 
And all this has happened during a 
year in which “constructive en- 
gagement" with China has been jus- 
tified on the grounds that it is the 


right indeed the only way to secure 
improvements in human rights and 
continued economic reform,. 

It is difficult to be against en- 
gagement you cannot contain more 
than a fifth of humanity. But I see 
no reason why engagement should 
involve fooling ourselves about 
what’s happening in China, or biting 
our tongues about the issue that will 
shape Asia’s future - the triumph 
or Mure of liberal pluralist values. 

First, China is not an emerging 
and stable economic giant, about to 
elbow Japan off centre stage. The 
welcome decision not to devalue its 
currency (so fart has been taken in 
its own interest China’s alleged sta- 
bility has been based on controls 
over capital Bows - exactly the sort 
of controls that we have pressed 
other countries to scrap. A tighter 
foreign exchange regime, so dam- 
aging to international companies, 
has been brought in to stem capi- 
tal flight the scale of which in re- 
cent years equalled foreign 
investment into China. 

Second, the economic reform 
process in China has stalled be- 
cause of the political dangers of 
going ahead with it. Closing down 
dapped-out state-owned firms risks 
rising unemployment and social 
turbulence. Growing economic 


problems are almost certainly the 
reason for tougher political controls. 
The recent harsh sentences hand- 
ed out to democracy activists are 
only part ofa much wider campaign 
against dissent including new rules 
affecting film-makers and comput- 
er software developers. . 

The winter's political freeze in 
China tells us far more about what's 
happening to the real economy 
than any official statistics. Yet the 
longer the government postpones 
wide-ranging reform, the more 
money it will have to pour from its 
commercial banks into the bot- 
tomless pit of the nationalised firms. 

So as the Chinese batten down 
the hatches at the start of what 
could be a very bumpy yean what 
do thqy make of us? They have seen 
the Wfest humiliate and isolate its 
friends in the democracies of India 
and Japan in order to promote 
what is claimed to be a more ma- 
ture relationship with China - a re- 
lationship that has seen China 
strongly attacking US and British 
policy in the Gulf (which was sup- 
ported by Japan) and showing no in- 
terest in helping to defuse a growing 
crisis in North Korea. 

They have turned Europe and 
America inside out on human 
rights, cynically signing interna- 


tional covenants that they have no 
intention of ratifying or keeping, 
trading the occasional sick prison- 
er fora day's headlines, depending 
with total confidence on our con- 
tinuing timorous self-deception. 
How much worse do they have to 
behave before someone in the West 
is prepared to say something about 
“the disadvantages of socialism"? 

It is crucial in the coming months 
that European and American lead- 
ers speak out, as to his credit Al 
Gore did in Kuala Lumpur, on the 
case for liberal economics and pol- 
itics in Asia and around the world. 
We should praise those who are 
courageously doing the right thing, 
give more help to those like the In- 
donesians who want to do what is 
right but are finding the path of re- 
form hard going, and refuse to 
have any truck with the argument 
that the Asian crisis partly caused 
by authoritarianism can only be 
cured by a bigger dose of the same. 

Democracy, transparency, free 
speech, civil society, the rule of law 
- these are not Western phenome- 
na, they are universally valid. We 
should recognise that our best 
friends are those who believe in 
these things. They are more likely 
to be economically successful part- 
ners as welL 


RIGHT 
OF REPLY 

Marjorie 

orr 



The astrologer for 
‘The Express’ 

newspaper responds 
to John Walsh's 
attack on divination 

BEING THE butt of withering 
contempt and cheap and easy 
jibes like those of Scorpio 
John Walsh, goes with the job 
of astrology. (Why are attacks 
often from Scorpios? They 
can't possibly all be the same, 
can they?) 

Maybe astrology unsettles 
the critics' need for control 
They loathe the idea that they 
may noL be in charge of their 
own destiny. There is free will 
- a limited amount - but the 
astrological influences still 
drive things. Knowing what 
the influences are helps 
ordinary, open-minded people 
know where to put their en- 
ergy. Emollient? Most people 
live lives of mild to major des- 
peration and need some sense 
of order; however unexplained 
or trashed by the intellectual 
gestapo. Yes, there are times 
when one knows that there will 
be immense pressure, but 
telling readers that they may 
be driven off the edge is hardly 
a reasonable option. 

Clairvoyant I ain’t Once I 
tried a crystal ball It gave me 
a headache and I keep it only 
for photographers, who run on 
a predictably narrow agenda. 
Astrology is worked out 
simply or in complex detail, on 
astronomical positions and 
mathematical calculations. It 
will not make literal predic- 
tions - say. that Saturn mov- 
ing into Taurus in April will 
cause a tree to Mon your car 
But it will tdlyou that Scorpios 
will fed increasingly separated 
from relationships that were 
once dose. 

Journalists and sdentists 
may join the general howl 
but they run against the tide 
of what ordinary people know 
to be the case. Astrology will 
not explain all of life or make 
your decisions for you. But it 
is a hugely successful tool for 
explaining personality types 
and it is the only system in 
existence at the moment 
which can predict influences 
which do. undoubtedly, affect 
human behaviour I 
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Stop blaming Mum and Dad 


%iTHE INDEPENDENT 
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TORMENTED BY a belief that our parents 
messed us up, and fearful of the damage we will 
inflict on the next generation. Western adults 
have long needed a saviour Someone who can 
relieve us of Philip Larkin's worrying burden: 
“They fockyou up, your mum and dad/ They may 
not mean to, but they doV They fill you with the 
faults they had/ And add some extra, just for you" 

Judith Rich Harris is a fiery iconoclast who 
offers relief! If you accept the central thesis of 
the “nurture assumption", you can at last relax 
about raising your children. Yju can stop berati n g 
yourself about not giving them enough attention. 
When they end up drop-outs, drug addicts or 
-crmply difficult, you need no longer wonder where 
you went wrong Because, if Harris is right, there 
was not much you could have done in any case. 

Thursday Poem 

VENUS ON HER BIRTHDAY 

- BY SARAH CORBETT 

This is my big day. 

Here I am, blushing, 
a sherbet and cream harlot 
blown in on a seashelL 

Have I missed something 

cold as alabaster as I am? 

• i crave a muscular warmth, 

a hand reaching out, sighing. 

. . Instead it’s raining roses, 

: their wet scent staining the light 
They are bloodless, washed out versions, 
a silence for shouting 

; - On the shore a man paints. 

With his brush poised he waits, waits. 

: Our poems this week come from 
- volumes shortlisted for the T S Eliot 
'..Prize, to be announced on 1 1 January. 
Sarah Corbett's ‘The Red Wardrobe 
is published by Seren (£6.95) 


THURSDAY BOOK 

THE NURTURE ASSUMPTION: 

WHY CHILDREN TURN OUT THE WAY THEY DO 

BY JUDITH RICH HARRIS, BLOOMSBURY. £18.99 


Far from being a lasting influence in child de- 
velopment, she says, parental upbringing is less 
important than genes and peers. If you want your 
children to turn out well worry about who your 
partner is and who your children's mates are. 
But don't fret about spending too long at work 
and too little time reading with them. And, while 
you are chucking out the wisdom of today’s child 
advisers, give your own parents a ring and let 
them off the hook. You are not their fault 

It is easy to understand why Harris's work is 
controversial. It plunges into emotive politics, 
using overblown language that has raised her 
voice above the general din in this field Her book 
can be read as a manifesto for day care. It pro- 
vides a coherent, guilt-reducing ideology for those 
who cannot or will not spend much time with 
their children. So it wifl be given an extensive 
examination by the opinion-forming classes, des- 
perate to rationalise their overworked lives. 

It will also depress many. It strikes a chord 
with a culture that offers little respect for those 
who are involved' in the skilled and demanding 
job of raising children. It also undermines the 
latest generation ofaspirational fathers, a group 
who may in the coming decade iqject fresh sta- 
tus into caring for children. If parenting is in- 
consequential, then fathers don’t matter much 
either; so the new generation of men must be 
wasting its energy. 

There is a lot at stake. Let's stick to the im- 
portant question: is Harris right in saying that 
parents do not matter much in building their 
children's character? Her crucial allies are the 
behavioural geneticists, who have demonstrat- 
ed that there are few predictable similarities be- 
tween siblings reared together; and amazing 
similarities between identical twins raised in very 
different homes. She takes this observation to 
mean that parental nurturing is not influential 

However; Harris is not a genetic determinist 
Heredity, she says, accounts for only about 50 


per cent of variation in personality traits. If par- 
ents are not responsible for the rest of human 
personality, who is? The peer group, she answers. 
Look at the children of non-English-speaking im- 
migrants. Despite their parents’ inadequacies, 
they turn into Americans. Likewise, observe the 
children of deaf parents. They learn to speak, 
even though in their early years they do not hear 
much language. These examples, she says, 
vividly demonstrate how much more important 
is the outside world in child development. 

This is too short a summary to do frill justice 
to Harris’s arguments, which are based on a vast 
survey of the available literature. Her book is 
worth reading if only for the pleasure of watch- 
ing an acknowledged outsider taking on the con- 
ventional wisdom with such chutzpah. But I find 
some serious flaws in her approach. For a start, 
her theory of personality development seems to 


rely too heavily on a theory of language devel- 
opment. It is, therefore, far from proven. I can’t 
help feeling that she started out by assuming her 
conclusion that peers are, on the nurture side, 
all-important in creating character It is a shame 
tliat she has not questioned her own theories with 
the same intensity she focuses on others'. 

Second. Harris is disingenuous in the way she 
writes about parents. The facts are all there, but 
some of the important ones are deeply buried 
If you read closely you will discover that she 
accepts the importance of early relationships, 
up to age four She agrees that parents inhabit 
our thoughts for life, and that they can make the 
difference between a happy and a miserable 
childhood And, of course, they are highly in- 
fluential in determining the child’s peer group. 

That is quite a lot, for someone who is sell- 
ing her book on the basis that parents do not 
really matter. I salute Judith Rich Harris’s 
intellectual tenacity. But, as a journalist, I can 
spot sensationalism and ideology dressed up 
as science. This book has encouraged me to 
relax a bit as a parent, for which I am thank- 
ful. But 1 still think, if only by reading between 
the lines, that what 1 do as a father matters a 
great deal. 

Jack O’Sullivan 




Even the Prime Minister, it seems, may have little influence on his children 
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Judge Michael 

Argyle 


A. VARIATION of the curse “May 
you live in interesting times'' could, 
for defendants in criminal cases, 
be ‘'May you have an interesting 
judge". Michael Argyle, who sat for 
many years at the Old Bailey, was 
never less than interesting. Unpre- 
dictable, volatile, right-wing, deaf to 
political correctness, he was one 
of the old-fashioned judges who 
are described euphemistically as 
“robust” and by disappointed 
defendants and not a few counsel 
who appeared before him as “a 
dog". Ultimately, with an early 
retirement in 1988 he paid the price 
for his views and utterances, but 
he remained unrepentant to the 
end of his life. 

Argyle was educated at West- 
minster School and later at Trinity 
College. Cambridge. He was called 
to the Bar, joining Lincoln's Inn, in 
1938 but with the coming of the Sec- 
ond World War his career was in- 
terrupted almost before it had begun. 
He served with the 7th Queen’s Own 
Hussars in the Middle East, India 
and then Italy where he was award- 
ed an immediate Military Cross for 
organising a tank crossing of the Po. 

He returned to the Bar and the 
Midland Circuit in 1947. His best- 
known criminal case was his ap- 
pearance for Ronald Biggs in the 
Great Train Robbery of 1963. Later 
he sent a contribution to the fund for 
Jack Mills, the driver injured during 
the robbery. 

He became the Recorder of 
Northampton in 1962 and of Birm- 
ingham from 1965 to 1972 when be 
became a Circuit Judge, being ap- 
pointed an Additional Judge at the 
Old Bailey. He had already made his 
mark as a reporter's judge with his 
comments whilst in Bi rmingham 
and over the years a small Mo could 
have been compiled of some of his 
more outrageous remarks. Amongst 
them was his comment to an at- 
tempted rapist on whom he im- 
posed a suspended sentence. “You 
come from Derby which is my part 
of the world. Off you go and don't 
come back.” Others included “You 
are far too attractive to be a police- 
woman - you should be a film star"; 
“a vicious little sodomite from Glas- 


gow” to a mugging victim; and, 
when a strike had cancelled televi- 
sion coverage of a Test match in the 
West Indies, “It is enough to make 
an orthodox Jew want to jom the Nazi 
party." It is Argyle to whom the term 
“Thiefrow” is attributed, following a 
spate of thefts at Heathrow airport 
Shortly after he first sat at the Old 
Bailey, he became involved in a 
cause celCbre when he presided 
over the so-called “Oz Trial". This 
satirical magazine produced a 
"schooMis’ issue", purporting to be 
written by children and which con- 
tained cartoons and articles on 
sadism and homosexuality. Despite 
attempts by the defence to introduce 
a certain amount of humour into the 
trial, Argyle was not amused, at 


one time repr imanding a group of 
American judges for sniggering. 

Argyie’s summing-up was hope- 
lessly Rawed and he then remand- 
ed the defendants in custody 
pending sentencing. The New Law 
Journal commented that the refusal 
by the Court of Appeal to grant bail 
was “another instance of the nega- 
tion of the appellate function”. Few 
expected there to be custodial sen- 
tences imposed. But when they 
were, the New Law Journal again 
commented that they were 
“indefensibly severe”. 

Argyle had seen the trial as one 
on which the survival of Christian 
civilisation depended Years later, on 
Central Television, he commented 
that “. . . the traffic in soft porn and 
drugs resumed If firmer stands 
had been taken by those in author- 
ity, a lot of people who have since 
been on drugs would never have 
been on them." In 1995 The Spec- 


tator was obliged to make an apol- 
ogy over an article by Argyle, to one 
of the Oz trial defendants, Fblix 
Dennis, who at the time of the trial 
had been described by him as “veiy 
much less intelligent" than his fel- 
lows. Dennis had gone on to become 
a millionaire businessman. 

Argyle was also upset, perhaps 
with more justification, when the 
Court of Appeal had reduced a life 
sentence on a soccer thug who had 
attacked a publican to three years. 
“Just aboutthe next thing that hap- 
pened was the Heysel Stadium 
tragedy. Football hooligans from 
then on felt they were fireproof.” 

He was a judge who believed that 
crime could be controlled by stiff sen- 
tences and that hardened criminals 


really only understood prison. He 
claimed complete support for his 
campaign to eradicate telephone 
fe j reh vandalism in Bir mrnghaTn Hp 

also threatened life imprisonment for 
burglars, something which produced 
a reported, if temporary 40 per cent 
drop in the crime rate in the city. 

Argyle, however, was one of the 
judges who actually took a genuine 
interest in the welfare of those de- 
fendants whom he believed needed 
help and he would work throughout 
Ms luncheon trying to find work for 
young people. He attended night 
school to learn more about penolo- 
gy and was well ahead of his era 
when he suggested the c riminal 
justice system should pay more 
attention to victims. 

The end of his judicial career 
came with injudicious remarks at a 
speech to law students in Notting- 
ham in July 1987 when he suggest- 
ed that there were more than five 


rnillinn immigrants in Britain and 
that judges should be allowed to im- 
pose the death penalty in cases 
which carried penalties of more 
than 15 years. The Lord Chancellor; 
Michael Havers, reprimanded him 
and two months later Argyle an- 
nounced he would retire the 
following yean 

After that he continued to write 
to the newspapers about his b&es 
noires, suggesting that Lord Long- 
ford had become a bore over his con- 
tinuous championing of Myra 
BnJq r and ft**** tlv* tap** 8 nf fhe rhfl- 
dren’s cries should be played on 
prime time television and radio. “I 
warrant that more people will tune 
in than watched Torvill and Dean." 
He believed that when Britain had 
extricated itself from Europe and the 
United Nations, thing, would get bet- 
ter and the weather would pick up. 
As for a suggestion by probation of- 
ficers in 1990 that non-dangerous 
criminals should not go to prison, he 
considered that “claptrap", at the 
same time reiterating bis call for the 
return of the death penalty. 

A country and sporting man, who 
could not understand that his wife’s 
racing colours “Nigger Brown, black 
cap” could cause offence, he was a 
noted whippet breeder He was also 
keen on promoting terrier racing 
and. a fife-time bettfog man vriw reg- 
ularly visited bookmakers near the 
Old Bailey, was a supporter of Na- 
tional Hunt Racing. Convivial in 
private life, he was a member of the 
Carlton and the Cavalry as well as 
the Kennel Club. In the early 1950s 
he had unsuccessfully contested 
seats at Belper and Loughborough 
on behalf of the Conservative Party. 

James Morton 

MichadVictor Argyle, judge: born 
31 August 1915; called to the Bar, 
Lincoln's Inn 1938, Bencher 1% 7, 
Treasurer 1984; MC 1945; QC 1961; 
Recorder of Northampton 1962-65, 
of Birmingham 1965-70; Circuit 
Judge and an Additional Judge 
of (he Central Criminal Court 
1970-88; married 1951 Ann Newton 
(died 1994 ; three daughters); 
died Fiskerton, Nottinghamshire 
4 January 1999. 


His remarks could be outrageous . 7t is 
enough to make an orthodox Jew want 
to join the Nazi party. 9 Or, "You are far 
too attractive to be a policewoman - 
you should be a film star 3 



Argyle was Involved in controversy from when be first sat at the Old Bailey in the Oz trial 



'I want to see where different creative processes lead me* 


JOAN BROSSA was one of those 
subversive Catalans whose Surre- 
alist vision defied artistic and polit- 
ical convention, tossing aside the 
boundaries between poetry, litera- 
ture and art He pioneered the con- 
cept of “visual poetry”, defining it 
as “the expression of a poetic world 
by means of a visual code". He 
adored magic and the rinqmn, and 
his experimental work anticipated 
installation art and the anar chic 
“happenings” of the 1960s. 

His “object poems” astonished 
the avant-garde Catalan art world in 
the 1940s with their ironic clash of 
disparate elements. A football 
crowned with a pemeta (the comb 
that secures a lady's lace ma n tilla) 
represented “Fato" <“Nation"). 
“Conscientious Objector" showed a 
rifle butt topped with a church can- 
dle-snuffer “Dirty Soap" is a cake of 
soap bearing a fingerprint 

Through his work he created a 
cheery and satirical Brossian world; 
a universe constructed from letters 
of the alphabet objects from daily 
life, personalities of music halt of 
silent movies, of strip-tease. “The 
last of the Utopians," one fan called 
him last week, “a great idealist who 
stiD had the ability to make us laugh”. 
Another relished his “fine taste for 
the absurdities of existence". 

Brossa was a restless youngster 
from a modest background whose 
family thought he would become an 
office clerk. In 1936, aged 17, be left 
his studies to fight for the republi- 
cans in the Civil War. Brossa 
marched to the Lerida front with a 
book by the poet Ftederico Garda 
Lorca tucked in his pocket. Brossa's 


Joan Brossa 


first poem, about a battle at Segre, 
so pleased his commanders that they 
read it aloud to the whole battalion. 

On his return to Barcelona he 
started to sell books banned by 
Franco. He imported them from 
Argentina and sold them to friends 
who then invited him to dinnec 
They introduced him to the Catalan 
poet J.V Ebbc, the arts patron Joan 
Prats and the artist Joan Mini, who 
introduced him to Surrealism. 

Brossa founded the Surrealist 
magazine Dau alSetin 1948 with a 
number of Catalan artists including 
Antoni Tkpies, with whom he shared 
a passion for Wagner His poems, in 
Catalan, were first published in 1951 
and his last book appeared in 1987. 

Brossa formed the link between 
the modernist movements of the 
early 20th century and the faint 
breath of artistic renewal that 
stirred the Francoist cultural desert 
d the late 1940s and early 1950s. Like 
many of his generation who spent his 
youth in war and his adulthood 
squeezed by censorship, Brossa 
was an old man before his work was 
widely appreciated. 

His theatrical works were per- 
formed clan destine ly, on improvised 
stages, in friends’ houses. They in- 
cluded Orisang i“Gdd and Blood") 
with sets designed by Tapies, and a 
number of experimental films in- 
cluding Cua de cue (“Worm’s 
Tail”). As censorship eased in the 
Sixties, Brossa published plays and 
collections of poems. 

He read his poems at the Berlin 
Festival of 1978, and at the Pompi- 
dou Centre in Paris. There followed 
the book Unoes ningu (“One is Not 


Nobody”), illustrated by T&pies. By 
the 1980s Brossa was hailed inter- 
nationally as a quirky eccentric 
artist who defied attempts to slot him 
into an “ism", an outsider with fine- 
ly boned communication skin?; Near- 
ly a0 hfa theatrical works and dances 
were performed in this period. 

At 70 he stepped into the great hall 
at the university of Santiago de 
Compostela to a 1 0-minute standing 
ovation from crowds of art and lit- 
erature students. He began collect- 
ing literary and dramatic awards; 
and in 1989 he created a visual poem 
that equated the high-speed train. 

Brossa embraced the mafo cul- 
tural adventures of his time - 
Dadaism, Surrealism, psychoanaly- 
sis, the fa sc in ation with the uncon- 
scious, zen, contemporary music, 
magic - and sought to develop a per- 
sonal response to each. “Myworfchas 
its own dynamic,” he once said, 
“because I want to see where dif- 
ferent creative processes lead me." 

He sought to push out the fron- 
tiers of poetry, to make it provoca- 
tive and modern. He explored new 
methods, first with words, then on 
toe stage, later with images and fi- 
nally objects. His poetry moved 
from the literary to the concrete, 
from verbal to visual images, in 
which the idea always took 
precedence over the aesthetic. 

Art critics reproached him for 
blundering into their world, but 
Brossa reckoned that “today’s poet 
must broaden his horizons, move 
away from books and project himself 
through the various means that 
society itself provides. The poet 
must use them like unexpected ve- 


hicles, infusing them with an ethical 
content that society does not confer 
upon them.” 

He wanted to astonish the view- 
er and subvert logic. Over the years 
his assemblages of playing cards, 
watches, knives, hammers, specta- 
cles, balls, top bats and combs 
formed a mordant critique of social 
and religious conventions. He mount- 
ed an exhibition in the Joan Mfr6 
Foundation in Barcelona in 1986 
and held a restrospective in 
Madrid's Reina Sofia modern art 
museum in 1991. 

His personal style remained that 
of the unrepentant lefty, dishev- 
elled, ill-shaven and bundled up in 
an overcoat He loved travelling on 
the bus, proudly flourishing his free 
pass given by the public transport au- 
thority of Barcelona, the city to which 
he donated all his works in 1987. 

When he died he had a number 
of commissions in hand: several 
urban installations in a Barcelona 
suburb, a mural in a municipal hall 
a sculpture in homage to Lorca at 
the poet’s former lodgings at the 
Residencia de Estudiantes in 
Madrid, another in Granada. 

“I receive a lot of requests," he 
said, a few weeks before he badly 
banged his head in a fall, and died 
two days later. He had been organ- 
ising a big 80th birthday party where 
he planned to perform the magic 
tricks for which he was renowned. 

Elizabeth Nash 

Joan Brossa, poet bom Barcelona 
19 January 1919; married 
Pepa Llopis; died Barcelona 30 
December 1998. 


John McGrath 


THE LURED public persona of John 
McGrath - something between 
Desperate Dan and Attila the Hun, 
as perceived by the average Eng- 
lish football fan during the 1960s 
and early 1970s - was viewed wryly 
by those who bad monitored the 
progress of the burly Mancunian at 
his first professional club. 

At Bury, whom he had joined in 
1955 after failing to break through as 
an amateur with Bolton Wanderers. 
McGrath was seen primarily as a 
constructive centre-half for whom 
lofty ambitions were harboured. In- 
deed there were those at Gigg 


Lane who saw in the personable son 
of a policeman a certain likeness to 
John Charles, the “Gentle Giant” a 
byword for polished central-defensive 
excellence. In the event McGrath 
□ever proved remotely close to the 
majestic Welshman in terms of 
class, but he did enjoy a worthy and 
colourful career much of which was 
spent in England’s top division. 

After becoming established at 
Bury, be left the Shakers three 
months before they claimed the 
Third Envision Championship in 1961, 
though he had played enough games 
to earn a medal Evidence of his bur- 


geoning status were his destination, 
Newcastle United, and his fee, 
£24^)00, plus the services of the huge- 
ly respected veteran Bobby Stoteoe. 

However, despite winning Eng- 
land under-23 honours shortly after 
his move, McGrath took time to set- 
tle at St James’ Park, and the hopes 
of his boss Charlie Mitten that the 
newcomer would be instrumental in 
saving the ailing Magpies from rel- 
egation were dashed. It was not until 
the pragmatic Joe Harvey became 
the long-term replacement for the 
adventurous Mitten that the young 
defender began to flourish. Under 


Harvey his game was transformed, 
a new and often fearsomely abrasive 
approach belying his genial charac- 
ter, and he formed a formidable half- 
back fine alongside Stan Anderson and 
Jim Bey which inspired Newcastle 
to the Second Division title in 1964/65. 

Back among the dlite, McGrath 
prospered for a season, but then 
found himself squeezed out by a 
combination of Oliie Burton, John 
McNamee and the richly promising 
Bobby Moncur. Accordingly in Feb- 
ruary 1968 be accepted a £30,000 
transfer to Southampton, for whom 
he became the commanding cor- 


nerstone erf one of the First Division's 
most rugged rearguards. So out- 
standing was his form at the Dell 
that he moved to the verge of foil 
England recognition, although se- 
lection for the Fbotball League in 
1969 was the closest he came. 

In 1973, McGrath took up coach- 
ing with Southampton, whom be left 
in 1979 to become manager of Port 
Vale. After a sticky start with a poor 
side, be led them to promotion from 
Division Pour in 1983, only to be 
sacked later that year when the 
Valiants floundered at the higher 
leveL He encountered further travail 


at the helm of Chester before tast- 
ing success with Preston North 
End, whom he guided up to the 
Third Division in 1987 and to the 
promotion play-offs two years later 

However he returned to the base- 
ment with Halifax Town, where cash 
was so short that, as he put it at one 
press briefing, there wasn’t enough 
to feed the dub cat The upshot was 
that the Shay was deluged with cat- 
food from animal-lovers all over 
England - and Halifax had no cat! 

Though John McGrath’s wit did 
not save him from dismissal in No- 
vember 1992, it served him ad- 


radio in Lan cashire. 
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Iron Eyes Cody 


Marcelle Segal 
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IRON EYES Cody, a Cherokee born 
in Oklahoma, was one of several 
real American Indians to have had 
a lifetime career portraying native 
Americans on screen. Cody app- 
eared in over 100 film and television 
shows - in many of them billed sim- 
ply as “Indian", "Indian Chief" or 
“Indian Joe", and frequently acted 
as adviser for Indian sequences. 

He had strong opinions about how 
his people should be portrayed in 
films, often correcting misconcep- 
tions about their culture, behav- 
iour or history To Americans, he will 
be best remembered for a series of 
1970s television commercials and 
print advertisements for an anti- litter 
campaign, “Keep America Beauti- 
ful", which showed Cody shedding 
a single tear as he watched people 
pollute the environment with Utter, 
and he devoted much of his later life 
to supporting the movement 

Cody’s date of birth is generally 
considered to have been 3 April 
1907, though dates from 1904 to 
1915 have been given. His mother, 
Frances Sal pet was a Cree and his 
father, Thomas Long Plume, a 
Cherokee who performed in Wild 
West shows and circuses. Cody 
joined his father on the tent-show cir- 
cuit at an early age, and is reputed 
to have made his screen debut as a 
child in Massacre (1912). 

He was a dancer in The Squaw 
Man < 1914), co-directed by Cecil B. 
De Mille, who was to use Cody sev- 
eral times through the years, and 
other silent films included The Cov- 
ered Wagon (1923), The Iron Horse 
(1924, directed by John Ford), The 
Vanishing American (1925) and 
War Paint (1926). 

He was even more prolific with the 
coming of sound, acting in several se- 
rials as weU as features. In 1931 he 
was one of the warriors menacing a 
wagon train in an early Gary Coop- 
er vehicle. Fighting Caravans, and 
he took part in a serial, Lightning 
Wtxrrior, starring the wonder dog Rin 
Tin Tin in his last film which, with 
•its action sequences and stunt-work 
handed by the £amed\hknna Canutt, 
is considered file canine’s finest hour 

Cody twice in his career stepped 
surprisingly out of character to play 
a cowboy- first in Ctmamm U931). 
the first western to win an Academy 
Award, then 44 years later in 
Howard ZtefTs beg) riling celebration 
of old Hollywood, Hearts of the West 
(1975). Generally though, he was the 
standard feather-garbed Indian of 
few words, thou gh he became noted 



‘Indians don’t cry’: Cody, centre, in The Wild Dakotas. 195G 


for his insistence on authenticity, and 
served as a technical adviser on 
many of the films in which he acted, 
including De Mille's Union Pacific 
(1939), North West Mounted Police 
(1940) and Unconquered (1947). 

Not without a sense of humour; he 
took part in three Bob Hope come- 
dies, The Paleface (1948). Son of 
Paleface (1952) and Alias Jesse 
James (1959). the Abbott and Costel- 
lo musical comedy Hide ’Em Cow- 
boy (1942) and one of the best films 
to star the Bowery Boys, Bowery 
Buckaroos (1947) in which the boys 
went west to “prosecute for gold". 
Major westerns in which he featured 
included one of the first in a cyde of 
films treating the Indians sympa- 
thetically and as victims of mis- 
treatment, Delmer Daves's Broken 
Arrow (1950). 

Later in the Fifties, Cody and his 
wife, Ga Yeawas. hosted a television ‘ 
programme explaining Indian his- 


tory and folklore. Ga Yeawas was a 
Seneca Indian (not a squaw, Cody 
was quick to point out) and the 
daughter of the anthropologist Dr 
Arthur C. Parker, the founder of Na- 
tional Indian Day. She was also the 
descendant of General Ely S. Park- 
er, who served under Ulysses S. 
Grant, became the first Commis- 
sioner of Indian Affairs and was him- 
self an Indian. The couple's two sons 
(one is now deceased) were cham- 
pion Indian dancers, and Robert, 
who survives, performed his ritual 
dances before the present queen. 

In 1970 a California advertising 
agency discovered Cody when de- 
vising a campaign for the group 
Keep America Beautiful, and they 
cast him as the “crying Indian", 
whose face, shedding a single, elo- 
quent tear at the sight of a landscape 
polluted with garbage, litter and 
smoke, was first shown on Earth Day 
1971, and quickly became a symbol 


of the anti-litter campaign and a fa- 
miliar image to Americans. “It was 
more than advertising," said Roger 
Powers, who was the agency's pres- 
ident at the time. “What we found - 
it was a stroke of luck - was a man 
who lived it and believed in it." 

At first Cody had refused to do the 
commercial, arguing that “Indians 
don't cry", but Lady Bird Johnson 
persuaded him to do it (the tear was, 
in fact, glycerine). Cody spent the 
next 25 years m akin g public ap- 
pearances and visiting schools on 
behalf of the movement. “He gal- 
vanised so many people who really 
questioned whether individually 
they could make a difference," said 
Powers. A sequel to the commercial 
was produced in 1975 and a re- 
vamped version only last year. 

In 1996 The New Orleans Times- 
Picayune caused something of a 
sensation by disputing Cody's her- 
itage. Based on an interview with his 


Ronald Grant Archive 

half-sister, baptismal records and 
other documentation, they asserted 
that Cody was a second-generation 
Italian -American from Louisiana. 
This was denied by Cody and gen- 
erally disregarded by the public, who 
had come to revere the actor for his 
dedication to Indian affair s. 

For his efforts on behalf of the 
American Indian he was presented 
with a scroll by the City of Los An- 
geles, and in his own private Moose- 
head Museum he housed an 
exhaustive collection of Indian arte- 
facts, costumes, books and pa in tings 

He wrote several books, including 
How Indians Sign Talk and a 1982 
autobiography Iron Eyes: my life as 
a Hollywood Indian. 

TOM VALLANCE 

Iron Eyes Cody, actor, bom 3 April 
1907: married Ga Yeawas (died 1978: 
one son. and one son deceased i; 
died Los Angeles 4 January 1999. 


THE ENGLISH term “agony aunt" 
is both discourteous and inexact No 
one would ever have thought of 
applying it to Marcelle Segal. She 
was the editor of the "courrier du 
coeur " rubric of the magazine Fife 
a designation that is more poetical 
and more precise. When one want- 
ed to avoid the word “editor", then 
she was known as “la dame de 
courrier du coeur”, the lady who 
looked after the letters written by 
women explaining their problems 
and seeking advice, often on emo- 
tional matters. 

Segal had taken this responsibil- 
ity from the foundation of the mag- 
azine In 1946 and had continued in 
this position for more than 40 years, 
retiring in 1987. She received, on av- 
erage. some 20 letters a day pub- 
lishing only a very few of them but 
replying personally to them all. The 
total number must be staggering. 

One of the great interests that 
surrounded her career concerns 
the changes that she lived through 
and which directly affected the po- 
sition of women in French society. 
She witnessed nearly four decades 
in which a high-profile, militant fem- 
inism forced legislative reforms 
through successive governments 
and during which educational and 
social developments meant that, 
whilst the home and the family con- 
stituted part of a woman's life, they 
were no longer considered to provide 
her ultimate fulfilment. 

Thus in its earliest years EUe. 
which aimed at the market of 
youngish, well-educated, middle- 
class women, was concerned with 
advising women on how to organise 
their domestic lives. Segal gave ad- 
vice that would make women more 
efficient When women went out to 
wort there was the problem of what 
to wear; there she recommended the 
wearing of trousers and pointed 
out that the same dress could be 
worn at work and then, with a little 
adjustment such as adding a piece 
of jewellery, for going out in the eve- 
nings. By the time she retired some 
70 per cent of women aged between 
25 and 49 worked outside the home. 

Segal always claimed that essen- 
tially the problems were the same. 
“My husband is deceiving me with 
our maid. What shall I do?" she was 
asked in the 1950s. “Sack the maid 
and see to it that the next one you 
appoint is totally unattractive" was 
the advice. “My husband is deceiv- 
ing me with a woman in his office, 
at least, I thinkhe is" was the queru- 


lous complaint “You should go to his 
office and find out" was the reply. By 
the 1980s many women were work- 
ingin offices. What if the woman was 
tempted to infidelity? The advice was 
what one would expect (what about 
the children?) but Segal also had a 
typical comment “When a man has 
an affair, everyone knows about it 
But when a woman has an af fair , it 
can be kept secret" 

Couples living together without 
being married were talked about as 
living in sin, living beneath a broom- 
stick, living in the chimney or hav- 
ing been married in the 21st Paris 
arrondissement (which does not 
exist) Then the terms describing 
them became very respectable. 
“liuiion fibre". Later; about the time 
that Marcelle Segal retired, people 
started to speak of “co-habitation". 

She would remind her readers 
that such unions often led to mar- 
riage. And since, in all unions, 
whether legal or informal, the ques- 
tion of money arises, the woman 
complains that she does not know for 

sure how much the man earns. She 
was told that she should raise the 
matter with her man when in the 
presence of his male friends. He 
would not like his friends to think 
that he was earning less than he was. 
So the woman would learn the truth. 

Radical feminist groups disliked 
EUe because it was too upmarket, 
giving space to the advertisement of 
expensive foods. And they particu- 
larly disliked Marcelle Segal's col- 
umn with its emphasis on how to be 
a good mother and wife and looking 
tolerantly on girts and young women 
who thought wistfully about wedding 
dresses. But Segal was not im- 
pressed with feminism. Women were 
simply shouting loudei; she said. 

Born in 1896. she had a diploma 
in mathematics which she never 
used She married and was divorced 
in 1928. She worked as a secretary 
in a bank. In 1940 she was trans- 
ferred to Lyons, but as she was Jew- 
ish the Vichy laws prevented her 
from going into journalism. She 
joined the Resistance. 

Helene Lazereff was already a 
friend of hers when, after the Lib- 
eration. she joined “the Czarina" in 
the creation of the weekly EUe. All 
that she wanted she said, was to be 
useful and to be read with pleasure. 

Douglas Johnson 

Marcelle SCgaL journalist : bom 
Paris 15 May 1896; died Paris 28 
December 1998. 
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Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


BIRTHS 


LUCK On Friday 2 October 1998, 
to Fiona (nee Dickinson) and 
Gary a precious daughter, Emily 
Sarah Dorothy, a siste r for 
Sophie. With eternal thanks to 
the Harris Birthright Centre, 
Chelsea and Westminster N1CU 
and East Surrey SCBU. Home at 
last, 21 December 1998. 


- Deaths 

CLARINGBULL: Enid Dorothy 
Phyllis (nee Lambert), of Brent 
Knoll, peacefully, on 4 January 
in her 9 1 st year. Beloved wife of 
the late Sir Frank, and mother 
to Roger and Margaret. Funeral 
service, St Andrew's Church. 

Burnham-on -Sea, Tuesday 12 
January at 12 noon. Family 
flowers onto donations if 
desired for John Grooms Associ- 
ation for Disabled People to 
Messrs EJ. Harris Fbneral 
Directors, 2 Cross Street, 
Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset, 
telephone 01278 782880. 

KOENIGS BERGER: Otto, archi- 
tect planner, died peacefully 3 
January 1999 aged 90 years. EUr- 
ther enquiries to Leverton and 
Sans, telephone 0181-455 4992. 


Announcements for BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS 
(Births, Adoptions. Marriages. 
Deaths, Memorial services, 
Wedding anni versaries. In 
memoriam) are charged at 
£&50 a line (VAT extra). 
OTHER Gazette announce- 
ments (notices, functions. 
Forthcoming marriages. Mar- 
riages), which most be sub- 
mitted in writing, are charged 
at £10 a One, VAX extra. * 


Changing of the Guard 

The Household Cavalry 
Mounted Regiment mounts 
the Queen’s Life Guard at 
& Horse Guards, liam; F 
■ Company Scots Guards 
mounts the Queen’s Guard, 
at Buckingham Palace, 

. 11.30am, band provided by 
the Scots Guards. 


Birthdays 

Mr Geoffrey Bayidon, actor. 
75; Dr Tim Black, chief 
executive, Marie S topes 
International, 61; Mr Alan 
Butcher, cricketer, 45; Miss 
Hazel Counsell, circuit 
judge, 68; Mr Hunter 
Davies, writer and 
broadcaster; 63; Mr Tony 
Elliott, founder and chair- 
man, Time Out Group, 52; 

Sir Peter Graham QC, 
former First Parliamentary 
Counsel, 65; Mr Stuart 
Hampson, chairman, John 
Lewis Partnership, 52; The 
Right Rev Christopher 
Herbert, Bishop of St 
Albans, 54; Mr Ibm 
Kiernan, rugby player 60; 
Mr Jan La Frenais, screen- 
writer and producer; 62; Mr 
Malcolm MacDonald, 
footballer and manager; 

49; Miss Maureen Mac- 
G lashan , former ambas- 
sador to the Holy See, 61; 

Mr Ross Norman, squash 
champion, 40; The Visconnt 
of Oxftoird, a Deputy Speak- 
er House of Lords, 65; Sir 
John Page, former Chair- 
man, National Ports Council, 
84; Ms Angela Smith MP, 

39; Air Commodore the Hon 
Sir Peter Vhnneck, former 
Lord Mayor of London and 
MEPJ 77; Miss Helen Worth, 
television actress, 48; Mr 


CHURCH 

APPOINTMENTS 

The following appointments 
have been announced by the 
Church of England: 

The Rev Ron Bak*; Priest-in-Chargc, 
fiwbunrt. and Bodiam (Oncheslert: in 
be Rector, same benefices. . 

Tbe Rev Christopher Bishop. PneA-rn- 
QmrtB. Uffitudefl with Borden, Rural 
Dean of Newport and Stansted, and 
Chaplain, Stansted Airport (Cbefcasforf): 
to be also Noo-Residentiaiy Canon. 
Chetmsfard Cathedral (same tioaaci. 
The Rev Brendan Clover, Priest-ta- 

Charffl. St Pancras with Si James and 

Christ Church and Si Ranaas Holy 
Crass with St Jude and St Phtcr (Lon- 
don i: to be Residentiary Canon of Brn- 
tnj Cathedral (BriGtob. 

The Rm Stephen Coot NSN Curate, 
pbresl HBKHnnor Oak Park) SI Augus- 
tin* (Southwark): to be Vicar. EUham St 
Barnabas (some dioccsei. . 

The Rev Leslie Drake, *> lh penmen® 
to officiate (London': to be Tbam Vicar, 


Will Wyatt, chief executive, 
BBC Broadcasting, 57. 


ANNIVERSARIES 

Births: Pope Gregory XUL 
1502; James Harrington, 
political theorist, 1611; 
Joseph Bonaparte, King of 
Naples, 1768; Eilhard 
Mitscheriich, chemist, 1794; 
Millard Fillmore. 13th US 
President, 1800; Sigismond 
Fortune Franqois Thalberg, 
pianist and composer, 1812; 
Robert NicoD. poet 1814; 
Heinrich von Stephan, politi- 
cian and pioneer of the UPU, 
1831; Titus Charles Constan- 
tin. conductor; 1835; St 
Bernadette of Lourdes 
(Marie-Bemarde Soubirous), 
1844; Carl Laemmle, film 
producer, founder of Univer- 
sal Pictures, 1867; F61ix- 
Edouard Justin-Emile Borel, 
mathematician, 1871; 
Charies-Pierre P6guy, poet 
and socialist 1873; Albert 
Alick (Al> Bowlly, singer. 

1899; Frands-Jean Marcel 
Poulenc, composer, 1899. 

Deaths: Catherine of 
Aragon, first wife of Henry 
VHI, 1536; Nicholas Hill- 
yarde, first English miniatur- 
ist painter; 1619; Francois de 
Satignac de la Mothe- 
Fenelon, priest and writer. 


Wimbledon will) special responsibility 
for St Matthew (Southwark). 

The Rev Michael Gudgeon, with permis- 
sion to officiate (Chichester): to be 
Priest -hr- Charge, Worthing si Andrew 
(same diocese). 

the Rev Nicholas Helm, Vicar. Sheffield 
SI Bartholomew (Sheffield): to be Bish- 
op's Chaplain, and Adviser in Spiritual- 
ty (same dwarao). 

The Rev David Hcslop, Chaplain, 

Course Loader and TWor In Pastoral 
Stmfles, Unrreraily of Derby (Derby): (a 
be Vtam Casile Doaiugton and Locking- 
ton cum Hemingicn (Leicester!. 

The Rev Ian Jranin^, Assistant Chap- 
lain, HUP and YOI Doncaster, and NSM 
Curate, Hockeniborpe (Sheffield): to be 
Chaplain, HMP and YOI Doncaster, 
remaining as NSM Curate, HocfaEiilhor- 
pe (same diocesai. 

The Rev John Neal, Priesi-ta-Charfce, 
EJUmra St John the Baptist (South- 
wark): to be Vicar; same benefice. 

Tbe Rev Gillian Reeves. Assistant 
Curate. Cnterhom St Mary the Virgin. St 
Laurence, St Paul (Southwark): to be 
Team Vicar. Wbytdeafe St Luke (same 
diocese). 

The Rev Tony Rosie. Vicar. 
Bournemouth St Andrew Bennett Road 


1715; Allan Ramsay, poet, 
1758; Daniel Nikolaus 
Chodowiecki, engraver and 
painter 1801; Sir Thomas 
Lawrence, painter. 1830; 

John Hookham Frere, writer 
and poet, 1846; Thomas 
Waghom, traveller, 1850; 
Sophia Louisa J ex-Blake, 
physician and women's 
rights champion, 1912; Henry 
Arthur Jones, playwright, 
1929; Andrei Bdy (Boris 
Nikolayevich Bugaev), novel- 
ist and poet, 1934; Nikola 
Tesla, inventor, 1943; Sir 
Arthur Keith, anthropologist. 
1955: John Berryman, poet, 
1972; Alvar Udell, broadcast- 
er, 1981; Dr Alfred Kastler. 
physicist, 1984; TYevor 
Wallace Howard, actor, 1988. 

On this day: Glasgow Uni- 
versity was founded, 1450; 
Calais, held by the English, 
was recaptured by France. 
1558; Galileo discovered the 
four satellites of Jupiter, 

1610; Jean-Pierre Blanchard, 
with Dr John Jeffries, 
crossed the Channel by bal- 
loon from England to 
France, 1785; the first nation- 
al election in the US was 
held, 1789; the London Gen- 
eral Omnibus Company 
started operating, 1857; the 
first woman was elected as 
foreman of a jury in Britain, 
1921; a picture-by-wire ser- 


twinchester?: to be Vicar; Fternbursi 
{Chichester!. 

The Rev Wemly Sounders, Assistant 
Curate, Tharaesmead Tteara (South- 
wark): to be Prlest-in-Chaige, Ehham 
St Saviour (same diocese). 

The Rev Dr Jean Wadsworth. Priest -in- 
Charge, New EUham AD Saints iSoulh- 
work): to be Vicar, same benefice. 

The Rdv Philip Watson, Ifeam Wean The 
BcmrcD Ifeam (Newcastle': to be Vicar 
Stocking Farm St Luke iLricestert. 

The Rev David WWtams, Priost-to- 
Chorge, Rockford St Alldraw, and Rural 
Dean ofRochTord (Chelmsford): to be 
also Non-Resxfcntiaiy Canon, Chelms- 
ford Cathedral (same diocese). 

RESIGNATIONS 

a nit RETIREMENTS 

The Rev Michael Clarice. Rectoc, Hlgh- 

oam. Lasstogton, Rudfoni, Ttobcruni 

and Ibyntoo (Gloucester): retired 31 

December 1088. 

The Rev Brian Cranwefl. Vxac 
Handnrarth WdoAoum St James 

(Sheffield!: to retire 31 January 
Hie Rev Graham Poliitt, Chaplain, Chel- 
tenham and GhmoBstor Caflcjge of High- 
er Education (Gtanstert: resigned 13 
October 1MB. 


vice was established between 
Britain and Germany, 1930; 
Princess Juliana of the 
Netherlands married Prince 
Bernhard at The Hague, 

1937; The Forsyte Saga tele- 
vision serialisation began on 
BBCl, 1967. 

Today is the Ffeast Day of St 
Aldric, St Canute Lavard. St 
Lucian of Antioch, St Ray- 
mond of Penafort, St 
Reinold, St Tillo and St 
Valentine of Rhaetia. 


LECTURES 

National Gallery: Alexander 
Sturgis, “Portraits (i): 
Velazquez, Portraits of Philip 
IV of Spain”, lpm. 

Victoria and Albert 
Museum: Verity Wilson, 
“Setting the Scene: history 
and Henri Cartier-Bresson's 
photographs of China and 
Asia", 2pm. 

British Museum: Xanthe 
Brook, “Weld-BIundell Draw- 
ings: the creation of a fine 
collection”, 11.30am. 

National Portrait Gallery- 
John Cooper, “William 
Cobbett and English 
Radicalism", l.lOpm. 

Wallace Collection, London 
Wl: Joanne Hedley. 

“Portraits in the Wallace 
Collection", lpm. 


APPOINTMENTS 

Mr Anthony Layden, to be 
ambassador to the Kingdom 
of Morocco. 

Mr Charles James Bo wring 
Kemp, Mr Andrew Gordon 
McDowall and Mr Michael 
Paul Yelton, to be circuit 
judges on the South Eastern 
Circuit 


LINCOLN'S INN 

The following have been 
elected Ordinary Benchers of 
Lincoln's Inn: 

Mr Gabriel Mobs QC; Mr Edward Ban- 
olstorQC; Mr Cm Lewison QC; Dr 
Michael Powers QC: Mr Edward 
Cousins; Mr Jonathan Craw. 
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Historical Notes 

Saul David 

Prince’s marriage not 
made in heaven 


THE ROYAL marriage in 1795 
between the Prince of Wales 
(later George IV) and his first 
cousin Princess Caroline of 
Brunswick-Wolfenbuttel was 
never going to last. Not least 
because the handsome but 
dissolute Prince had only 
agreed to the union on the 
understanding that the Gov- 
ernment would help him to pay 
off his enormous debts (then 
running at £630,000, or £30m 
today). In the event, so much 
of his married income was put 
aside by Parliament to service 
these debts that the residue 
(£60,000) was actually less than 
the sum he had been receiving 
as a bachelor (£78,000). 

It hardly helped that his 
scheming mistress. Lady Jer- 
sey, had deliberately chosen 
for him a bride with ‘indelicate 
manners, indifferent charac- 
ter and not very inviting ap- 
pearance. from the hope that 
disgust for the wife would se- 
cure constancy to the mistress". 
Hie plan worked admirably. 
When the betrothed cousins 
first met, three days before 
the wedding, the Prince did not 
bother to conceal his disap- 
pointment Having spoken bare- 
ly two words to the astonished 
Princess, he called for a glass 
of brandy and left the room. 

This ungallant reception of 


his young fiancee - at 26, she 
was, in fact six years his junior 
- was largely due to her ex- 
ceptionally low standards of 
personal hygiene. Lord Malmes- 
bury, the courtier sent to escort 
her from Brunswick, had no- 
ticed these deficiencies and 
had felt it necessary to advise 
her that the Prince expected “a 
long and very careful toilette de 
propretE ’ -which meant, at the 
very least, washing herself well 
“all over”. But this sound advice 
had made only a “temporary 
impression" and she had since 
returned to her old ways. 

The final straw came curing 
the farcical wedding night 
when the Prince discovered 
that his wife was not a virgin 
(“there was no appearance of 
blood.” he later told Malmes- 
bury and “her manners were 
not those of a novice"). He 
made love to her just three 
times, twice that night and 
once the next, before his re- 
pulsion got the better of his 
sense of duty A daughter; Chai^ 
Jotte, conceived in the process, 
died 21 years later in childbirth, 
leaving him without an heir. 

Perhaps the greatest obsta- 
cle to a successful marriage be- 
tween the Prince of Wales and 
Princess Caroline was the fact 
that he already had a wife. Ten 
years earlier, he had secretly 
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SOME OF us map out the 
world by reference to its 
libraries. Each has its par- 
ticular character and use, 
something often indefinable 
but which no other institu- 
tion can supply. Such as 
the colonial atmosphere of 
the Literary and Histori- 
cal Society of Quebec, a 
splendid building, with a 
mere 300 members, and re- 


WORDS 

Christopher 
Hawtree 
folderol, n. 

centty described in the New 
York Times as "not a place 
that brooks much/okferor. 

It is a characteristic of 
the American language not 


married Mrs Fltzherbert, a 
beautiful Roman Catholic widow 
who had refused to become his 
mistress. Though valid in the 
eyes of the Church, the cere- 
mony was in contravention of 
the 1772 Royal Marriages Act 
-which stipulated that none of 
the Royal Family could marry 
before the age of 25 without the 
King's consent Moreover, it 
would have disqualified the 
Prince from becoming King , 
since the Act of Settlement of 
1701 prohibited the heir to the 
throne from marrying a Catholic. 

When the Prince married of- 
ficially in 1795, he was still in 
love with his first “wife". Five 
years later, by which time he 
had long been separated from 
Princess Caroline, he returned 
to Mrs Fltzherbert (though he 
would later abandon her too). 
But, like our own Princess of 
Wales, Caroline would not go 
“quietly". She too became the 
darting of the people, a propa- 
ganda tool with which the 
press could attack an increas- 
ingly hidebound monarchy. She 
too would die prematurely 
amidst suspicions - however 
groundless - of foul play. 

Saul David is die author of 
Trince of Pleasure: die Prince 
ofWales and the making of the 
Regency' (Liftfe Brown , £2250) 


only to produce sassy fresh 
mintings but to revive such 
words. The OED last records 
it in 188L and quotes Sala 20 
years earlier as referring to 
“none of your fal-de-rol 
lavender books, but rigid, 
unmistakeable shoes". Var- 
iously spelt, it meant the 
meaningless refrain in 
songs in the 17th century, 
hence trifles or gewgaws. 
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feel guilty about my cat’s death 


Penny’s much loved 17-year-old cat, Snoopy, rescued from a motorway as a kitten, was ill, but her vet sai , 
ready to die. When he finally collapsed, she took him to the surgery and another vet put h i m to sleep straign 
She’s now consumed with guilt, remembering the terrible look in the cat’s eyes as it was done 


I f you're in guilty mode, and most people 
are after a death, you can pin your guilt 
on to almost anything. If Fenny hadn’t 
agreed to Snoopy being put to sleep, but 
waited till her own vet returned, she 
would have fett guilty that she hadn’t had 
it done earlier If she’d had it done earlier; she 
would have felt guilty that she didn't have it done 
later If she’d let him die at home, she would have 
felt guilty on hearing that same cats suffer ag- 
onising fits as they die naturally. If he’d disap- 
peared, she would have felt guilty that she hadn't 
kept him in. If he'd died at some great age, 20 
or so, she would have felt guilty that she couldn’t 
have done more to squeeze in another year. 

Guilt is an odd emotion, when it comes to 
death, and people often feel it to get control over 
the event It seems less painful to imagine they 
had some control than to realise that death just 
comes out of the bhteand swipes our loved ones 
at random. 

OK, she gave the go-ahead for Snoopy to be 
put to sleep. But he would have died anyway vay 
soon, and compared to 17 years of a blissfiilty 
happy life with I^nny what difference does a day 
or two mate -except, perhaps, that he was prob- 
ably spared fear and pain in his last hours? 

Research into the relationship between own- 
ers and pets shows that the owners of rescued 
pets can feel much worse when their pets die 
than the owners of pets that have been bought 
or given to them. The rescuing malms people 
feel for more responsible for their animals’ lives. 


VIRGINIA’S ADVICE 


Dilemmas 


They are aware that an animal has been aban- 
doned once^ and they never want to do the same 
to it themselves. They feel a tut like gods. No 
doubt Penny feels that if she hadn’t taken 
Snoopy in, he would have died on the motorway, 
when in fact he might have led a jolly life as & 
wild cat, or been adopted by another equally nice 
person. 

Penny not onty did right by having Snoopy put 
down, if she was advised to; she would, in feet, 
have done wrong to refuse. Vets do not bump arh 

imals off lightly. 

Jive years ago I took a wretched-looking skin- 
ny stray, humming wife fleas and knotted fin; to 
my vet and asked for it to be put down, and he 
refused, saying there was absolutely no reason. 
For all we knew, he said, he enjoyed being a 
mucky old hobo, a Jack Kercraac of the cat worid. 
When a vet says an animal should be put down, 
he means it 

Three things Peony should consider. Had 
Snoopy been a human and she a cat would 
Snoopyhave loved her enough to have done the 
same thing for her? And has she considered that 
fee suffering she is feeling fo what Snoopy would 
have endured had he been allowed to live any 
longer? It is agonising suffering as she does. 

But perhaps it is better and more loving that 
she should suffer, rather than Snoopy Finally, 
might not adopting another rescued cat be a suit- 
able memorial to such a lovely friend? If tins isn’t 
anthropomorphizing too much, might it not be 
what Snoopy would have wanted? 


WITH VIRGINIA IRONSIDE 



POETIC LICENCE 


THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF PRINCE EDWARD'S ENGAGEMENT TO SOPHIE RHYS-JONES BY MARTIN NEWELL 



Congratulations are there sir? 
Oh this is noble, this is good. 
And decent, if not overdue 
A long engagement? This is true 


Then open-mouthed wife joy may we 
From small provincial chairs, stretch out 
TWelfth-NIght now past, the TV on 
And yawning winter not yet gone 


But never mind sir nearer sound 
Those carilloiis of summer bells 
When sun will bed down in the lane 
With hawthorn bloom for counterpane 


Td celebrate, fee duck fragments 
The cork flies out, the cherry pops 
The candle flares, the levee breaks 
The swans emerge, the kraken wakes 


lb many in your maytime sir 
Is prudent, dignified, polite 
And Berkshire sir is very nice 
Its lychgates made for throwing rice 


And Mother Nature then, herself 
As if she had announced the news 
Blows breath of springtime from her mouth 
(At least, in some parts of the south) 


Your Mother? Oh, I'm sure she’s thrilled 
Your father? Ah well he’s your dad 
Laconia gruff, as is his way 
But privately relieved they’d say 


Jive years is long to court and spark 
A comely fire sir now awaits 
So many beacons round about 
Began ablaze but sputtered out 


And your intended, where she walks 
May flowers spring up in her steps 
A charming girl sir made for love 
For she is sanguine and above 


But even if you get it right 
One out of four’s acceptable 
It’s we who pay and we who wait 
lb see such coals die in the grate 


Demure, yet still of sturdy stock 
A gemstone hewn from humbler rock 
Long-polished sir we must allow 
We hope she’s cleared for service now 


So quietly does it, heads down now 
Be sure you don’t let down fee firm 
It’s mostly fools and railway loos 
Become engaged - but they’re not news 
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Legal Notices 


Contracts & Tenders 


Contracts & lenders 


PUBLIC NOTICE 
BOB DESON A SONS LTD 
(Compaar Baber 007244181 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 
THAT: 


GHCM TECHNOLOGY LOOTED 
NOTICE B HEREBY GIVEN MM la 
Seam Kh toctarej 4a URdali 
Mean tf Crafezs of the ibmMcd 


OnauidhUI ■ 15 Bds* Lae. 
UM»NMXW« Ae 15 dda*<tf MattrlON 
* Itab At eBpoMaeaMdatam^ 
anditeotfu 


1 * ipodal resolution of the 
t&iiehoklcrs of tbc above, 
named Company approved by 
willed resohnica of ibe 
shareholder* made on 31 
December 19% the payment otu 
of capital of £60,000 for the 
propose of the Company 
acquiring 66 ordinary shares of 
XI each (root R L. Dixon ns 
authorised. 

2 The subcvm of the pemrisibh: 
capital re p ayme n t as defined by 
Sections m, VU rad 171 of tire 
Companies Act 1985 ns 
£60030. 

3 The namuny declaration or the 
directory and auditors' report 


Orion vtfe* to ten ■ tkc Meant ana 
Jotetepmt. kMtervtta UmteaMcf 

fcardsmti E BirfrLsie. Unto K3 IXW 


m her tea IZrthd mm catbe I** rfyof 
hnt*TlW. 


loaned CWhn. to fe myna wfeg 
(store to? o«rator fen a 1% 

mitorf *dr Sector m mandate. 


THE GATEWAY TO WORK 

Private/Voluntary Sector Led Pilots 


POIRT S FURTHER ova tha Stmt .T 
Boren KA oHS Man* Lae. Into* W 
IXV It Motored in act re the qri&d 
lorefesnfuaaren too wll Into oaten 
ririidiafeafetoimnH 
Kfen pares* re Secure qfofsl of to aid 
ML 

Dared fei Oh day d ferny IM. 


required by Section 173 of the 
sa/d Act are available for 


Act are available for 
ti»n at the registered 
of the Company aliuicd 


office or the Company snuaicd 
at 175 Hreh Street. Coeaerun. 
Comte 034 iNL. 

4 Any creditor of ibe Cntnpnny 
may at any time within the 
period of five weeks immeduieiy 
iDllowinc 31 December 19ft 
I'befag ihc dale of the above 


Hie Insolvency Act 1986 
CLWHINNETT LIMITED 


The Govern men c has announced the piloting of the Single Work Focused Gateway 
(SWFG) to fee benefits system for all working age claimants. A radical DfEE-DSS 
initiative to help people bade into work rather than writing them off to life on benefit, fee 
SWFG will provide a streamlined and efficient system in which there is a single point of 
access to welfare, and in which everyone who has fee potential to work is provided with 
help ro find it. 


CLWHINNETT UM 

0n Liquidation) 


mentioned special rwdauon) 
apply io ihc Hicb Court under 
Section 176 of * 


Section 176 of the su'd Act for an 
aider pfoMNiiqg the payment. 



Wishing to tap into fee expertise, innovation and efficiency that the private and voluntary 
sectors can offer, fee Government is inviting bids, led by private and/or voluntary 
organisations, in four pilot areas: 




Suffolk 

North Nottinghamshire 


Leeds 

North Cheshire 


ItetaohcocyAd 1986 
AU1H) WINDOWS AND 


nrelreriretoTBnkiWM 
ft* 4.106(1) 

INTEGRATED DATA 
COMMUNICATIONS 
LIMITED 


AIUB> WINDOWS AND 
CONSERVATORIES LIMITED 
(hi Lmdalioa) 

NOTICE B HEREBY GIVEN But 
Ataarice Raymond Etanfagfon f 8* 

601 was wpoanfed liquidator of te 


Successful applicants will be expected to work in partnership wife fee Benefits Agency, 
Employment Service, local authorities and other relevant bodies to ensure a seamless and 
high quality service. 


la Meaboa Vulamy UpMretaa 
Compa n y h ua toer . 2508578 
NOTICE E HfiMY OWN dal bn FramA 
LRMKd Insolvency Practrtionre of bn 
Fnm» Associate*. Conduit House. 2* 
Conduit Place, London W2 IIP 
apptrened IxMday of 4» Corepam on IS 
oShMIM fa to antes utoauy 


vid Company t» 6» nrerab m red 
oeAonon I7di Drea te 1998. 


ooAonon I7di DtcnUar 1991 
MR. DOBWCTW Liquidaor 


These pilots will start in November 1999 . Contracts will be for up to three years with fee 
possibility of extension for up to a further two years. 

Private/voluntary sector organisations which are interested in leading any of these pilots, or 
would like to find oat more, are invited to express their interest now. The dosing date for 
expressions of interest is 22nd January 1999. 


Unusual Gifts 


are iKf-Td to jam* Ae6 detain mUs 
to ItoS Francs * ConduBl Hewn. 2? 
Cfedto Pin*. Undo* W2 1£P More V 


A NEWSPAPER for trim apodal 
daw. 1843-1809 moat tttas ovaB- 
flWa- Ideal ttothdsy tflt. Remenv 
ber When. TW: 0181 -flU 6323. Or 
CALL FRffi 0500 520 000. 


A briefing pack will be despatched on request to interested organisations. This will provide 
further information about the pilots, details of the information events and of the 
procurement process. Information events will be held from mid-January 1999 , when 
organisations can find out more, calk to others about what might be involved and explore 
how they may wish to work wife each other collaborative!}- to deliver this initiative. 


fmvy 1999 ml far rapitod to naUre in 

W<fafltoijn~dibtore 5 ud.d e te« 


- advertise in 


The briefing pack also sets out the information which must be submitted by organisations 
interested in proceeding in fee competition, against which a shortlist will be established. 
The information requested in fee briefing pack must be returned by noon xath February 
1999 in order to be considered. 


Jtw mxka b purd» famil re to 1 
Hm been ornbe paid nU. 


lire (Mahore* Act 1908 
AnAS MTRNUlONM. SBMCB 
IMTES 
PpUfridrire* 


NOTICE £ HEREBY GWW fere 
Mreafce R epnwnd D»ri«WM H* 

6R1 w* appoinixl UquMbfc* of Ac 
uU Certnttf bf list meats* and 
aedton an 2ld Dertfflfcw 1999. 
MJL DOMBNCION, liqrifasr 


(this section 
please call 

Siobhan 
Me Caul 
on 0171 
293 2347. 


To find out more and/or request a briefing pack, please contact Helen Carey at fee 
address below: 


Single Work Focused Gateway Project, Level 4 Mayfield Court, 56 West Street 
Sheffield, St 4EP.Tel: 01x4 259 7070. Fare 01x4 259 72 66 . 


ES, BA and Local Authorities 
Working in Partnership 
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READERS’ SUGGESTIONS 


Yon did nothing wrong 
I write as a retired veterinary 
surgeon who must have put 
(town thousands of cats in 30 
years of practice, one of the last 
being our own much loved 
elderiy Tbm who bad adopted 
us as a six-week-old kitten. 

I am certain that Penqy need 
not feel any guilt whatsoever at 
agreeing to having Snoopy put 

to sleep; eats do not have the 
same outlook on life feat we 
have, and human ethics do not 
enter into their scheme of 
thin gs Jbr instance, I am sure 
that Snoopy would have had no 

qualms noixr nha cririganri Wiling 

a mouse for fun and exercise. 

Vets, in common with doc- 
tors, do differ fundamentally in 
their attitude to euthanasia 
but, having said that, 1 am sure 
that Penny wiH take heart, stop 
crying and sleep easy in fee re- 
call of all those happy times that 
Snoopy gave het 
JOHN DO UCH 
Well mgborough, Norfhants 


Jbr many years I have bemi an 
KSPCA auxiliary and know the 

misery and suffering of aban- 
doned cats. Tfou gave Snoopy 17 
years of happiness — many cats 
would wish for such luck. Re- 
member you gave Snoopy fee 
best of all gifts, a happy life. 
SBANHAM 
Harrow, Middlesex 


Guilt follows bereavement 
penny has my heartfelt sym- 


Next Week's Dilemma 


The cat bad a happy life 
Please don't punish yourself 
over the death of your little cal 


DearVirgima, 

We are dose friends with a 
couple, andfcanUiar unde 
and aunt figures to their 
children I know that my 

friend, their father, believes 
strongly that boys as well 
as girls should get hugs 
and kisses from their male 
elders. When we meet, my 
wife kisses the whole 
family. I kiss his wife, son 
and daughter, but leave 
him out in the cold, as it 
were, with a handshake, 
though I regard him no less 
warmly. What gesture of 
affection muldl property 


extend to my friend 
without embarrassing 
either of us and making 
things worse? 

Yours sincerely, Jon 


Anyone whose advice is 
quoted 1 aid be sent a 
bouquet from Interflora • 
Please send letters and 
dilemmas to Wrginia 
Ironside, The Independent, 
1 Canada Square, Canary 
Wharf, London E14 SDL, 
fax 01 71-293 2232; or e-mail 
ddemmas@ independen t co. 
uk- giving a postal 
address for die bouquet 


Racial pride 


and prejudice 


Nick Griffin is the frighteningly plausible new front 
for the British National Party. Just don’t call him 
a Nazi. By Nick Ryan and Nick Lowles 


H e is the very image of 
the country squire. 
There’s the blazer and 
tie, the hint of distinguishing 
grey and an undisguised arro- 
gance. Striding up and wel- 
coming me as “mate’’, he 
appears cultured, charming 
and urbane 

There is little to suggest he 
is anything but what he seems. 
Nothing fee families sitting 
about us would notice, too po- 
lite to register the odd com- 
ments about race betrayal and 
Jewish conspiracies. 

Yet later this yeai; Nick Grif- 
fin, 40, will spearhead the 
biggest push the Ear right has 
attempted in Britain- Whiting in 
the wings to take over leader- 
ship of fee extremist British 
National Party (BNP), Griffin is 
looking forward to next June’s 
European elections with relish. 

“If we managed to produce 
one MEET he says animatedly, 
“if you think of fee fuss Derek 
Beackon [the BNP’s first and 
only councillor] caused with 
one council seat on the Isle of 
Dogs, one MEP would be 
spectacular - an historical 
earthquake." 

Not since council elections in 
Millwall in 1993, which led to 
Beackon's success, has the 
BNP stood a chance of upset- 
ting fee status quo. These could 
be fee first nationwide elections 
to be held under proportional 
representation, which usually 
favours smaller parties. And for 
Griffin, fee spectre of a single 
electoral success, and even 
participation in the electoral 
process - with the TV broad- 
casts and promotions which 
come wife it- is a Holy Grafl. 

If his plans are realised, 15 
million Britons could receive 
BNP publicity material as part 
of a free mail-out available to 
every party. They will be tar- 
geting “more graduates and 
small businesses”, fee kind of 
people feat may once have 
voted for fee Tory Party right 
wing. Their inspiration is 
France’s Front National which, 
led by Jean-Marie Le Pen, has 
some 15 per cent of fee vote. 

Griffin's quiet changes have 
begun to take shape gradually. 
British formers started reading 
a new paper at rural protest 
marches. The British Coun- 
tryman talked their language, 
of a “silent majority" fighting 
back to defend British agricul- 
ture. It supported the small- 
holders and spoke out against 
the bosses supposedly running 
the National Farmers’ Union 
and fee governments which 
had let them down over BSE. 

“Some of the formers are 
suicidal" he says, in his soft, ed- 
ucated tones. “They can see no 












mm 
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Griffin: critics say he’s ‘repackaging racism’ Newsteam 


hope and there’s nothing they 
can do to regain some self-re- 
spect” He pauses for effect 
“But we can provide that" 

It isn’t just farmers Griffin 
has been looking towards. 
Mothers on estates suddenly 
found campaigns springing up 
to sweep out paedophiles, and 
he also tried to forge an unlikely 
alliance with anti-road pro- 
testers. This was all part of 
Griffin’s campaign to build up 
fee BNP’s profile and prepare 
fee party for bang “acceptable 
and electable”. 

However; beneath the talkof 
modernisation, Griffin is notall 
he seems. This is a man for 
whom the past will not disap- 
pear. While violence was hap- 
pening on fee streets of 
Millwall, he wrote about creat- 
ing a strong political organisa- 
tion wife the ability to back itself 
with “well-directed boots and 
fists”. He wrote: “When fee 
crunch comes power is fee 
product of force and will, not ra- 
tional debate ” Hardly the talk 
of a moderniser aiming for 
electoral respectability. 

This is also fee man who, as 
Vice-Chairman of fee National 
Front, was a guest of Colonel 
Gaddafi - just after the Amer- 
ican bombing of Tripoli f and just 
before Libya supplied arms to 
the IRA). The same man who 
tried to link up wife Louis Fhr- 
rakhatfs militant black Islam- 
ic movement, The Nation of 
Islam - yet who tells me that 
Islam is a violent religion, bent 
on taking over this country, 
which must be resisted. 

But Griffin is a man for 
whom fee inconvenient past 
does not stand in the way of po- 
litical ambition. “There were 
crazy periods in my past,” he 
says. “But I hope I’ve learned 
from my mistakes.” Such as? 
“Allowing my youthful enthusi- 
asm for perfect ideas to run for 
beyond what’s politically pos- 
sible." The tone is smug, final. 


Yet this is the man who last 
year wrote “Who are fee Mind- 
benders?”, about Jewish fig- 
ures dominating the medi a; 
who associates wife Holocaust 
dealers; believes the number of 
deaths in custody shows that 
black people are “more sus- 
ceptible to being strangled than 
whites"; claims homosexuality 
is “fundamentally unhealthy” 
and would withdraw, pension 
rights for gays. 

Because these opinions are 
“vote losers", he says, they 
won’t be presented to fee pub- 
lic come election time. Jbr ex- 
ample, fee BNP’s fundamental 
and most contentious policy is 
compulsory repatriation for 
non-whites. Griffin says he pri- 
vately agrees with this line, 
but that he recognises it was 
one of the main obstacles to be- 
coming “acceptable and elec- 
table”. So the policy looks set to 
be diluted or even temporarily . 
dropped for the elections. 

To Gerry Gable, editor of fee 
anti-fascist magazine Search- 
Ught, Griffin is the classi c wolf 
in sheep's clothing: “He may 
bang on 'about the formers, 
but there are any number of 
parties out there representing 
such Interests. 

"What makes fee BNP dif- 
ferent is its uncompro mising 
stance on racial natio nalism 

“What he’s now trying to do 

is find a way of repackaging fee 
same racist ideas in more re- 
spectable form." 


Griffin is characteristically 
confident “The BNP is going to 
win Euro seats and you’ll see 
BW councillors established 
in local areas. We've got po- 
tential mass support in every 
part of the country" 

And in a final parting shot, he 
can pretend the 
BNP is Nazi, but when thou- 
sands of people continue to 
vote for it you won’t be able to 
label all of them as neo-Nazis. 
It just won’t be practical.” 


ling cat We all feel guilt when 

we lose someone we kyve. tt is 
a part of loving, and losing. But" 
not to know the fete of a cat - ; 

that is true anguish. 
ELIZA BETH A PARRY - 

Warwickshire - . 
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Play for 
yesterday 


I n Little Voice, adapted by 
Mark Herman from Jim 
Cartwright’s West End stage 
hit, Jane Horrocks delivers 
a note-perfect repertoire of 
celebrity vocal imperson- 
ations. Close your eyes and you 
seem to hear the voices of Judy Gar- 
land, Shirley Bassey, Marilyn Mon- 
roe and Marlene Dietrich;* yet the 
■ sound is all the work of the re- 
; markable Horrocks, whose slender 
frame belies the mighty vocal pow- 
ers she exercises here. She plays LV 
- Little Voice - a retiring northern 
lass who honours the memory of her 
dear departed dad by cherishing his 
favourite diva records and refusing 
to speak to her loud, sluttish moth- 
er, Mari (Brenda Blethyn). Then 
Mari’s latest flame, a sleazebali 
. agent named Ray (Michael Caine), 
# overhears LVs bravura imitations 
and swiftly battens on her as his tick- 
et to the big time. 

Herman revisits the seam of 
bluff northern humour he mined in 
Brassed Off. and brings along his 
1 star; Ewan McGregor, to play a pi- 
geon fancier who shyly courts LV 
McGregor's role didn't exist in the 
play, and his presence - albeit 
dressed down in nerdy anorak and 
specs - is plainly an attempt to juice 
up the proceedings. Tty as they 
might, however, the film-makers 


The Big pictures 



Anthony Quinn 

LITTLE VOICE (IS) 

DIRECTOR: MARK HERMAN 
STARRING: JANE HORROCKS. 
MICHAEL CAINE. 

EWAN McGREGOR 
97 MINS 

TO HAVE AND HAVE NOT (PG) 

DIRECTOR HOWARD HAWKS 
STARRING: HUMPHREY BOGART. 
LAUREN BACALL 
100 MINS 

can't make Little Voice any less 
dowdy and cramped than it looked 
on stage. This is drama still smeared 
with greasepaint, and chock-full of 
exits and entrances that scream 
theatre matinee. TNventy years ago, 
it would have made a so-so Play For 
Today, now it's touted as a great 
British film contender. 


Horrocks is terrific when she's 
belting out the songs, but in repose 
her moon caff eyes and open mouth 
are too pathetic. Her northern littie- 
me-ism can pall, and she’ll have to 
work hard if she’s not to become her 
generation's Julie Walters. At least 
she doesn't unbalance the film in the 
way the stupefying awfulness of 
Brenda Blethyn's performance does 
- next to her caricatured harridan, 
the Fbt Slags from VL: seem a model 
of decorum. Caine and Jim Broad- 
bent fare better, and make their 
greasy-haired opportunism oddly 
attractive: Caine lias fun snarling out 
a drunken, rancorous “It’s Over", si- 
lencing a nightclub audience and 
sealing his showbiz career at a 
stroke. Yet their efforts, welcome as 
they are, have no greater purchase 
on truth than anything else in this 
sentimental folk opera. 

There’s also some memorable 
singing in 7b Have and Have Not 
(1945), courtesy of the 19-year-old 
Lauren Bacall: it was actually the 
voice of the young Andy Williams, 
but the way Bacall slouches at the 
piano while Hoagy Carmichael ac- 
companies her on “How Little We 
Know” tells you all you need to know 
about being a star - was there ever 
a more self-assured debut in the 
Forties? Spotted by Howard 
Hawks's wife on the cover of H arp- 



A sentimental folk opera; Michael Caine and Jane Horrocks in 'Little Voice* 


er's Bazaar in 1943. Bacall was 
taken up by Hawks, trained to 
deepen her voice and cast opposite 
Humphrey Bogart in this loose 
adaptation of a Hemingway story. 
Set in Martinique just prior to US 
involvement in the Second World 
War, Bogart’s a seen -it -all boat cap- 
tain who refuses to be drawn into 
the conflict between the ascendant 
Vichy government and the Free 
French. Until, that is, he crosses 
paths with Bacall's insolent cat- 
woman (named Slim, after 


Mrs Hawks), who has the nerve to 
ask him (Bogart!) if he knows how 
to whistle. 

The plot is essentially a re-run of 
Casablanca- There’s the tropical set- 
ting, drowsy with corruption; there’s 
the French patriot and his wife who 
need to get the hell out; there's the 
cynical American loner who insists 
on non-alignment but then finds 
his decency getting the better of him; 
there's even the bar-room pianist 
though no equivalent of “As Time 
Goes By". The tone of 7b Have and 


Have Not is altogether lighter jaun- 
tier the poignancy of unfulfilled 
love that haunted Casablanca is 
here replaced by the spectacle of a 
hard-bitten individualist at last find- 
ing a woman who's a match for Him, 
though they keep each other at 
arm’s length for most of the film. 
When Bacall tells Bogart she’s been 
hired by the cafe proprietor to sing, 
he shrugs: “Sing? Well, it’s his 
place " Later she watches him cany 
an unconscious woman to a bed: 
“What are you trying to do - guess 


her weight?" Miaow! While it's Ba- 
call’s feline sexiness that trans- 
forms a dull drama into a romantic 
comedy, Bogart is tolerably won- 
derful, too, and looks more relaxed 
than usual. He’s an enduring mar- 
vel of grace under pressure: as 
Kenneth Tynan wrote: “I don't think 
we can say Bogart was a great 
actor, but he remained, to the end, 
a great behaver ." Like the moment 
here when a Vichy thug demands to 
know his nationality. “Eskimo,” he 
replies, unblinking. 




ALSO SHOWING 


PSYCHO GUS VAN SANT ( 1 8 ) ■ THE SIEGE EDWARD ZWICK (1 5 ) ■ K DARREN ARONOFSKY ( 1 5 ) ■ ANGEL DUST SOGO lSHII (N/C) 
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GUS VAN Sant’s Psycho is not a re- 
make of Hitchcock’s i960 classic, but 
a reproduction. The distinction is sig- 
' nificant, because a remake at least 
allows the possibility of differences 

• in tone, perspective or interpret- 
ation, whereas a reproduction is 

; bounded by its fidelity to the origi- 
■ naL Van Sant’s scene-by-scene copy 
exists in the same relation as a rep- 
lica print to an old master. It's well 
- made, it may even sell, but it remains 
basically unsatisfying. 

Hitchcock's film presents Van 
Sant with two distinct problems, in 
. that It is both a one-off and absolutely 
! part of its time. The casting of Ant- 
; bony Perkins m the original was key 
. ajfi Vince \fcughn, great in Swing- 

• ers . is too much the strapping 
! country boy to play a disturbed 

loner like Norman Bates. Anne 
Heche is more comfortable in the 


Marion Crane role, yet she also has 
the most difficult job of alt acting like 
someone who knows nothing of the 
iconic world of Psycho. Hitchcock’s 
film has colonised a patch of our 
dream life, and of our movie-fed 
language - it seems impossible that 
Heche doesn’t realise that a) you 
don't stop anywhere called the Bates 
Motel, b) you don't ask Norman 
about his mother, and c) you cer- 
tainly do not step into that shower. 

Saul Bass’s austere credits and 
Bernard Herrmann's ominously 
busy violins can be replicated with 
impunity, but cleaving to Joseph Ste- 
fano’s original screenplay lands the 
1999 version in terrible trouble. Can 
anyone nowadays utter the words “A 
boy’s best friend is his mother", as 
Norman does to Marion, and not risk 
being jeered out of the room? At the 
end, the passage of nearly 40 years 


becomes apparent when the doctor 
examining Norman explains to the 
cast in painfully prolix detail what's 
happened in Norman's mind - a 
speech reproduced verbatim from 
the 1960 script No doctor nowadays 
would make the concept of schizo- 
phrenia sound quite so unusual, in- 
deed exotic When Van Sant does try 
to update - Norman, eye against a 
peephole, masturbates as he watch- 
es Marion undressing - it feels 
plausible but over-explicit 

Hitchcock fans can relax, be- 
cause nothing can diminish his 
Psycho. This version isn't a sacrilege 
- it’s just pointless. 

The Siege is a slam-bang action 
thriller about terrorism that’s in- 
tended to make American blood 
run cold. Islamic militants have in- 
filtrated New York. Denzel 'Washing- 
ton heads an FBI task force to 


smoke them out backed up by a CIA 
operative (Annette Beningi who 
has contacts with the terrorists. 
Both are helpless to prevent the 
bombing of a Brooklyn bus and a 
first-night theatre crowd on Broad- 
way. Once a suicide bomber takes 
out the FBI’s headquarters at One 
Ffederal Plaza, it’s a case of cometh 
the hour cometh the man. It’s Bruce 
Willis, of course, playing a hawkish 
army general who declares martial 
law on the city. Tanks roll down the 
streets, Brooklyn is sealed off and 
hundreds of young Arab- American 
males are herded into makeshift 
detention centres. 

The director. Edward Zwick, 
knows what incendiary stuff he has 
on his hands, and occasionally di- 
gresses to pour oil on the troubled 
waters: he casts Tony Shalhoub as 
an Arab- American FBI agent whose 


son is interned during the round-ups, 
and raises the spectre of US guilt 
over CIA training of Islamic terror- 
ists. But this is overwhelmed by the 
hysteria of the film’s central premiss: 
there are strangers among us who 
would bomb our homes and kill our 
children. The Siege made certain 
Arab- American groups hot under the 
collar on its US release in Novem- 
ber and it’s not hard to see why. The 
movie’s unspoken feeling is that, in 
the land of the free, some are still 
freer than others. 

Darren Aronofsky’s directorial 
debut, 7C, sounds like a contradiction 
in terms: a thriller about math- 
ematics. Yet the 29-year-old has 
parlayed this unpromising subject 
into something genuinely offbeat and 
original. A reclusive maths prodigy. 
Max Cohen (Sean Gullette), is on the 
cusp of a momentous discovery. 


Based on his credo that everything 
can be represented and understood 
through numbers. Max thinks he can 
discern a pattern in the fluctuations 
of the stock market, though be has 
enemies from within and without 
Plagued by migraines, he is also per- 
secuted by a Wall Street syndicate 
and a group of Hasidic greybeards 
who believe he has unlocked the 
secret name of God. 

Shot in high-contrast black and 
white, the film keeps us guessing as 
it burrows deeper into Max’s psyche: 
is he getting doser to the truth, or 
to a complete mental crack-up? 
Aronofsky has a fine eye for detail 
suggesting patterns of correspon- 
dence in the whorls ofaseashell the 
leaves on a tree, even the cream in 
a cup of coffee. I'm not sure whether 
his film makes any sense at ail but 
it’s at least brave enough to take an 


audience's intelligence for granted 
- an achievement in itself nowadays. 

There’s not much coherence to be 
found in Angel Dust, a Japanese 
thriller in which a beautiful analyst 
(Kaho Minami) is seconded to the 
Tokyo police force, baffled by a ser- 
ies of rush-hour murders on the 
underground. The victims are all 
young women, the method is a lethal 
injection, and the chief suspect is a 
psychiatrist who specialises in de- 
programming brainwashed cult 
loonies. Sounds intriguing, for sure, 
but director Sogo Ishii muddies an 
already nebulous plot with dream se- 
quences and gender ambiguities. 

AQ 

ARfilms are on general release from 
tom o rrow. 

Adam Mars-Jones writes about 
remakes on page 10 


^ RUSHES^ 


AS IF the Australian shoot 
for Terrence 

“Chucklemeister” Mali ole’s 
forthcoming Second World 
War flick The Thin Red 
Line weren’t gruelling 
enou g h , spare a thought for 
the crew and cast members 
who had to share a 
production with those 
wacky japes ters Woody 
Harrelson and Sean Penn. 
The pair took it upon 


themselves to provide some 
comic relief with a series of 
practical jokes. Harrelson 
kicked off the gags by lining 
Penn’s helmet with freshly 
chewed gum. 

Penn’s fr ankly bizarre 
retaliation was to have a 
couple of thousand “Woody 
Harrelson Day” posters 
printed up, inviting locals to 
a day in celebration of the 
actor. Doubtless to Sean's 


amusement, a few even 
turned up. Within hours, 
Harrelson' s rapier wit had 
dreamt up a riposte. Penn 
received a night-time phone 
call from Nick Nolte, a 
fellow co-stax; who told him 
that he was banged up in a 
local jail and needed to be 
bailed out Penn arrived at 
the jail to see Nolte behind 
bars, crying “Help me!” In 
a particularly inspired 


flourish. A “prison guard” 
then pretended to shoot 
Nolte’s “cell mate". How 
they must have laughed! 

Penn’s revenge proved 
to be equally subtle. On 
the way back from the 
“jail", he quietly instructed 
the driver to take a detour 
before throwing Harrelson 
out of the car and cheerily 
telling him to find his own 

way home. 
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The real thing. . . only more so 

If there’s one thing we know about film it’s that remakes are naff. Nonsense. Remakes are cinema in its pomp. By Adam Mar g - 




emake is close to 
being a dirty word. It 
represents every- 
thing uncreative and 

mechanical about 
stream cinema, 
hether or not Hollywood made the 
iginal it’s Hollywood that mates 
e remake - or else television must 
mfess to being the guilly party. Re- 
als® is to sequel as evil twin is to 
Jstreperous younger sibling. 

A dynamic film raJ ture produces 
iginal projects, not remakes, or 
at’s what we’d like to think. Like 
eve Martin and Bernadette ftetere 
uicing in front of oversized moving 
rages of Fred and Ginger; in the 
oltywood remake tfPermiesFrom 
eaven, the actors in remakes are 
xessarily overshadowed by those 
ey set out to match. On the plan- 
Heroake, it's Richard Gere 
ho gets the call to stand in for both 
ran -Paul Belmondo (in Breath- 
ss) and Gerard Depardieu 
1 Sommersby). 

So it may be perverse to argue 
at the remake is film's most dis- 
ictive formal contribution to art All 
e cinematic genres, from the 
sepie to the horror film, derive 
im literature or the theatre. Even 
e average length of a feature film 
modelled on theatrical prece- 
*nt, though it’s a rare movie 
iranagh's Hamlet being a recent 
mnple) that allows its audience an 
terval for the release of pent-up 
iter. Only the short is original to 
nema as a genre, not an imitation 
the short story or the theatrical 
itr'acte, but a length stipulated, 
ice upon a time, by the duration of 
reel of film. 

In terms of prestige, the remake 
a film Is almost the opposite of a 
:w production of a play. A play can’t 
irvive in the repertory without 
ling refashioned with new ideas, 
•w designs, new people - and we 
e happy to class those novelties as 
ansfiisions rather than treasons, 
le very word “revival” puts this ac- 
iiy on the side of the angels, and 
e people involved in it become a 
iltural crash team, shouting 
Hear!" as they apply the defibril- 
tor pads to the inert torso of 
iestley or Rattigan. 

Ib remake a film, though, is to be 
•rave-robber; cobbling together an 
iholy patchwork of body parts In 
litation of a seamless original. A 
make must be imagined in spin- 
al torment unable to bear the 



Old enough to be her father: Anne Heche in the new version of Tsycho’ faced by the original kfflez; Anthony Perkins 
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knowledge of its own ugliness. The 
director^ a new production of a play 
shows that he loves it directinga re- 
make is proof that you despise, or un- 
derestimate, the ori ginal. 

Whenever there is news of an im- 
pending remake, the ay goes up: 
“But it’s so unnecessary! Why do 
they have to do that?" - as if being 
unnecessary wasn’t a precondition 
fin* something to be considered art 
The underlying reason is the way 
films seem to stand outside time, 
needing no fresh outpouring of at- 
tention to guarantee immortality: 
The wizened James Cagney of Rag- 


rime (1981) doesn’t replace the 
Cagney of Public Enemy (1931), any 
more than the aged WsmtyHiUer of 
Murder on the Orient Express 
(1974) usurps her fresh presence in 
I Know Where Fm Going! (1945). 

So why does a remake, with no 
likelihood of replacing the original, 
constitute a threat to it? The boot is 
on the other foot if anything, as the 
studio behind the Ingrid Bergman 
Gaslight (1944) understood, when 
they tried to destroy all copies of the 
earlier version with Diana Wyn- 
yard. Do we really think that actors 
in a remake are engaged in a life or 


death struggle with their predeces- 
sors, from which only one can walk 
away, so that Robert De Niro cant 
make an impression in Branagh's 
1994 remake of Frankenstein except 
at Boris Karloff’s expense? 

But in any case, the timriessness 
of movies is a convention, is spuri- 
ous. Not only does the physical fab- 
ric of films deteriorate, as Martin 
Scorsese has pointed out more in- 
defatigably than anybody so that 
movies need constant cosmetic 
surgery to maintain their looks, but 
the cultural context of films changes 
also. A contemporary audience see- 


ing a classic film for the first time 
is likely to be blase, in exact pro- 
portion to the breadth of its influence 
- so that Godard’s original Breath- 
less (1959), say, precisely because its 
innovations have been so fully ab- 
sorbed, can look more dated than a 
much older film in a less familiar 
genre; for instance, Murnau’s Swi- 
rise (1927). No sense organ reach- 
es surfeit-saturation more quickly 
than the eye. Despite the pious as- 
sumptions, the shower scene from 
Psycho can no more have the same 
effect today as it did on its original 
audiences, than footage of a train 


coming right towards camera will 
have people naming for the exits. 

AD this is a way of saying that Gus 
Van Sant’s shot-for-shot re-enact- 
ment of the 1960 classic, released 
this week, takes the original seri- 
ously, and is an act of questioning 
love. Normally we praise a remake 
for adding something to the original 
premise - as Nora Ephrorfs new^fou 
Have Mad starts from a much more 
plausible basis for sustained anony- 
mous communication, e-mail, than 
its 1940 source picture, The Shop 
Around the Comer. But with the 
new Psycho the additions are few 


and far between. The rumour that 
Marion Crane's sister Lila was to be 
played as a lesbian turns out to mean 
that Juliarme Moore wears a back- 
pack. has a long stride, and doesn't 
appreciate the possessive body lan- 
guage of male strangers. If that’s 
what makes a lesbian, there’s a lot 
of them about 

The decision to Aim in colour is 
the one element that threatens the 
film’s almost fetishistic integrity 
(Van Sant filmed for the same num- 
ber of days as Hitchcock, and 
achieved an equal running time). In 
the shower sequence, for instance, 
the celebrated and nihilistic visual 
correspondence between a newly 
dead eye and a plughole only exists 
in black and white. Van Sant’s re- 
tention of it in his montage is mean- 
inglessly faithful, though he 
compensates with a stun ningl y ef- 
fective image of his own, a huge 
close-up of a pupil abruptly d i l a tin g. 

Van Sant’s training was as a 
painter (and the new film’s shower 
curtain, with its opaque fractals, 
makes the knife-wielding figure that 
looms through it look like a mur- 
derous Braque). But perhaps at 
some stage he read Borges’ famous 
piece of philosophical mischief, the 
story “Pierre Menard, Author of the 
Quixote" about a man who rewrites 
Cervantes’ novel word for word, 
and is held up as having accom- 
plished the greater task. 

If so, he did well not to share this 
high -art precedent with the people 
at Universal who let so much money 
ride bn his project The sum erf 
money stolen in the original Psycho 
was 540,000, and Hitchcock’s film 
cost relatively few multiples of that 
amount to make. In Van Sant’s film, 
the money has swollen to $400,000, 
but has dwindled to an insignificant 
fraction of the budget 

If Van Sant was also thinking of 
the Japanese tradition of preserving 
monuments, not by trying to make 
them timeproof, as we do in the West, 
but by tearing them down and re- 
bidding them every few decades, he 
was no less wise to keep quiet about 
it while he made his pitch- What se- 
cured the film its go-ahead must 
have been the sheer dis reputabili- 
ty of remakes in general. Given the 
prevailing assumptions about re- 
makes, it’s hard to blame the peo- 
ple who gave the green light for not 
noticing that a faithful copy of a box- 
office smash could be a radical ex- 
periment in disguise. 
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Space suit white and 
vampire black 




Paranoia minus TheX-FUes plus tuna sandwiches equals n . By Roger Clarke 
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HOLLYWOOD LOVES its won- 
derland directors, especially 
when they don’t require too 
much taming. The self-con- 
fessed “narrative junkie" and 
“sd-fi guy”, 29-year-old Darren 
Aronofsky, is currently wowing 
the stogie-smoking bosses of 
Tinseltown with his ultra-low- 
budget, Philip K Dick-styie sd- 
fi film 7C . Suddenly Ridley Scott 
wants to produce him. Studios 
are forming long queues to 
sign him up. Why? 7t is making 
a percentage return that makes 
their dumb animatnonic mon- 
sters, suchas GodriZZo, look as 
small as the people they usually 
mega-budget on. 

Aronofsky’s debut feature 
first drew attention in last 
year’s Sundance Festival, 
where he won a director's 
prize. 7E is a paranoid thrillei; 
all blinding space suit white 
and glossy vampire black, 
which tells the story of a reclu- 
sive Brooklyn maths genius, 
Maximilian Cohen, who uses a 
home-made computer to 
search for a super-advanced 
mathematical key that pan 
predict stock market move- 
ments. Cue nasty corporation 
interest and the approach of a 
mysterious Jewish sect... 

Aronofsky loan and darkly 
ascetic-looking in the flesh (in- 
tensive Manhattan yoga ses- 
sions and a largely vegetarian 
diet), plays down the kooky ru- 
mours to do with his running 
away from * plastics factory in 
a kibbutz in Israel shortly after 
leaving ' high school in 
Jerusalem, it is whispered, he 
was pounced on by members of 
a weird Hasidic sect preoccu- 
pied with the numerical signif- 
icance of the Hebrew language. 
Didn’t they try to convert him? 

“That’s all exaggerated and 
overblown,* he says. He met 
some cabbahsts in Jerusalem, 
but that was about it. Though 
raised in a mflefly conservative 
Jewish household, he does not 
practise the Jewish faith. The 





Darren Aronofsky: not a paranoid schizophrenic 


Jerusalem experience was al- 
most incidental to the creation 
of Aronofsky’s film and he tells 
me that the cabbala element 
was developed late in the 
process. “One day I saw the 
Hasim on the street and just 
thought they’d look great in 
black and white," he confesses. 

And it was originally an an- 
cient Greek philosopher’s mod- 
em disciple who was going to 
make it into 7U. A general fas- 
cination with Pythagoras as a 
“lost messrah” piqued a wider 
interest in number mysticism. 

However, he had consider- 
able Jewish help towards mak- 
ing the movie: 300 of his friends 
and neighbours chipped in $100 
each (£62) towards the $60,000 
budget; the Hasidic Jewish 
actor, (and soi-disant “kosher 
ham”) ten Lifechutz secured 
more than $10.00 0-worth of 
kosher food by barter to feed 
the crew, and his mom, dad and 
relatives helped with walk-on 
roles and catering. “My mom,” 
says Aronofsky, fleetfogty like 
the Cohen character in the 
movie, “made me tuna sand- 


wiches when I was really down 
and talking about driving off the 
Williamsburg Bridge." 

n has been called wildly 
original but Arono&by himse lf 

wisely disputes this. “I dotft be- 
lieve in original" he says, “and 
even have problems with the 
idea of copyright, though I ac- 
cept that people have to get paid 

for what they do.” 

Surely this is a kind of anti- 
paranoia observation? Does 
be agree that paranoia is one 
of the great American exports 
of the late 20th century? 

“I think after Oliver Stone’s 
JFK, paranoia entered popular 
culture, yes. But after all in 
screenwriting school they 
teach you that everything has 
to revert back to the main 
character all the time, which 
is exactly what paranoid 
schizophrenics think." 

Most critics have mentioned 
Lynch's Emserhead and TheX- 
Files as influences on 7C 
though Aronofsky himself ab- 
hors both comparisons. Emser- 
head is by intention static, he 
says, whereas 7t is a "boiied- 


Phdip Meech 


down three-act thriller”. And as 
for TheXFdes, he hates them 
“I don’t watch TV because I'll 
get addicted to it in days, but I 
did see the X-Ffies movie and 
it was horrendous. I had no 



a just rnont ue together where- 
as in reality these paranoids are 

exquisite in the detail with 
which they make everything 
folk.” So no comparison with his 
beloved Twilight Zone 
episodes? “Noway!" 

As for the young actors who 

want cred by being in such 
movies (he is now being inun- 
dated with actors wanting to 
he is also waiy. 
thJ ? 1 *** UWe more 

wuSLE*^ 08 a foce. Holty- 

^^taoung process, it would . 

seem, has a way to go. 
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‘Drops of Blood’ (1997) ‘People have said that our pictures are difficult to look at. But they are much, much harder to make’ 


Gilbert & George do Naples 


Their art has succeeded in offending everybody. Well, nearly. One city has taken the odd couple in its stride. By Michael Bracewell 
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I t was a damp, mild night, early in 
December last year; and the rising 
clamour of voices at the private 
view of Gilbert & George’s New 
Testamental Pictures in the Museo 
di Capodimonte, in Naples, had just 
been jerked to instant silence by what 
sounded like -and what turned out in fact 
to be - a high-pitched male scream ac- 
companied by the thump of someone land- 
ing rather heavily, having just jumped 
several feet into the air. 

Moving as one through the record- 
breaking crowds, half-a-dozen camera 
crews, ravenous for outrage, swung around 
to capture the source of the incident - 
which turned out to be two young Italian 
artists who had just created a performance 
piece directly in front of Gilbert & George, 
entitled Gigolo. 

Whether Gigolo was an artistic tribute 
to Gilbert & George, or some form of 
protest at either the artists, the gallery, or 
both, was unclear. But in the momentary 
hush that had followed Gigolo’s blood- 
curdling howl and thud of hefty boots on 
varnished parquet you could hear, quite 
distin ctly, the courteous warmth of 

George's voice - a virtual parody of British- 
ness - as he answered one performance 
with another. “Thank you very much,” he 
said, in the polite tones of a rather grand 
relation receiving a box of After Eights as 
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a Christmas present; “That was very 
nice.” And Gilbert, smiling, agreed. 

In order to understand the cultural sig- 
nificance of the Museo di Capodimonte, 
and the matching significance of such an 
institution hosting a major exhibition by 
Gilbert & George, you have to imagine 
London’s National Gallery boused in 
Hampton Court and situated in a port city 
such as Liverpool or Newcastle Fbr the 


The sheer scale of 
Gilbert &? George's 
fame is not to be 
underestimated 


next few months. The New Testamental 
Pictures by Gilbert & George, with their 
titles like punk novellas - Shit On Us, 
Spunkkmd, Piss Heads - will be exhibit- 
ed beside an Italian national collection of 
Renaissance treasures, in a former royal 
palace that commands a view of a de- 
pressed but defiantly beautiful coastal ciiy. 

“But we have always loved Naples very 
much, since we first exhibited here at 
Lucio Amelio’s gallery in the Seventies,” 
says George; “It’s extremely exotic," says 
Gilbert, with a winning, if enigmatic, grin. 
“But do you know, this is the first time we 


have exhibited in a museum and not been 
asked to withdraw at least one of the pie 
hires. If s because Naples is a port, and they 
are used to everything here. They won't be 
shocked They are open to all kinds of ideas." 

Standing side by side at their private view, 
receiving with unwavering smiles and def- 
erential balf-bows a steady stream of 
slightly hesitant but increasingly devoted 
well-wishers, Gilbert & George look as 
though they have just stepped down from 
one of their pictures. Which, in many ways, 
they have. For a little more than 30 years, 
since they first donned their armour of 
matching suits, they have maintained their 
public and artistic image in an epic of self- 
portraiture. Over the past two years, in their 
“RmdamentaT and “TestamentaT series 
of pictures - which have yet to be seen in 
Britain - they have posed, naked or besuited, 
against magnified images of their own 
bodily essences of Mood sperm, sweat, urine 
and faeces, in the photographed structures 
of which they claim to see the maps and 
rqystical calligraphy of their own existence 
and human destiny. They are probably the 
only artists who have Kterafly put their 
■'everything*’ into their own work. “People 
have said that our pictures are difficult to 
look at,” says George. “But they are much, 
much harder to make.” 

And because of the uncompromising im- 
agery in their pictures, which has been con- 


strued by some critics to offend just about 
everybody, Gilbert & George have some- 
times been described as reactionaiy mon- 
sters. “But when people come looking for 
the bodies of murdered teenage boys," says 
George, “we tell them that they may dig 
anywhere in the garden - providing that 
they don’t dig in that corner over there!” 

If the test of modem celebrity is the 
speed and efficiency with which you enter 
the mainstream of popular culture, then 
the sheer scale of Gilbert & George's 
fame is not to be underestimated The usu- 
ally sedate world of the Antiques Road- 
show was thrown into momentary disarray 
when someone popped up with an ex- 
tremely rare work by George, made prior 
to his meeting with Gilbert. The television 
expert designated to assess the all- 
important insurance value of the piece had 
to inch his way around not only the precise 
figure, but also the reasons why this 
George person has become so important 
Explaining the significance of subsequent 
works by Gilbert & George, with titles such 
as Blood on Spunk and Shit on Spit, to an 
audience primed to appreciate the curves 
of a Chippendale commode, proved testing. 
Similarly, Gilbert & George have been the 
subject of a lengthy sketch by French and 
Saunders, while their performance on 
The Last Resort, dancing to “Bend It 
Shake It", is one of the most requested re- 


peats from the show. More recently, Virgin 
Records* new year sale has been advertised 
with window-display posters based on 
both the format and the magnified images 
of blood used by Gilbert & George in their 
“Fundamentals” pictures; even the slogan 
“Bloody Big Sale” is based directly - right 
down to the typography - on Gilbert & 
George's iconic title. Bloody Life. Gilbert 
& George, as a cultural concept, uphold the 


Their performance on The 
Last Resort’ , dancing to 
‘Bend It Shake It is a 
much-requested repeat 


definition that Brian Eno once gave of pop 
music: “It's about creating imaginary 
worlds, and inviting people to join them.” 

At precisely 8pm, with Italian func- 
tionaries' uncompromising need to close 
on time, the gallery attendants began to 
usher the crowds down the broad flights 
of imperial stairs which led to the dark- 
ness of the surrounding park. And after a 
slow procession - suitably regal, but always 
ready to pause for an informal snapshot, 
Gilbert & George left the building. “The 
thing about Gilbert & George,” said one of 
their few dose acquaintances, “which is al- 


most as important as their art - and their 
art is very important indeed - is that they 
have survived as a couple. They are even 
preparing for their deaths, I think, and that 
is a proof of some immense depth to what 
they are to one another" 

Later, at a dinner held in their honour 
at a restaurant on the waterfront overlook- 
ing the Bay of Naples. Gilbert & George sat 
side by side, as always, dispensing a 
warmth and cheerfulness that seemed to 
inspire the entire restaurant of bemused 
Italian families and distracted lovers. 
Around midnight, they rose to sing “Happy 
Birthday” for one of their guests, conduct- 
ing the crowd with their upheld glasses of 
wine. In some magical way. the dinner it- 
self had become a performance - a happen- 
ing. Finally, a rumour circulated that an 
exhibition by Gilbert & George might be 
the opening event at a major new gallery 
in Milton Keynes. This, given their ability 
to outrage both the public and the art world, 
would be bound to turn a few heads. 

“We found out that there is only one 
piece of graffiti in Milton Keynes,” said 
George: “and it simply says ‘Vicar Says 
Yes’.” As ever, Gilbert & George are giv- 
ing nothing, and everything, away. 


‘Gilbert & George: New Testamental Pic- 
tures' . Museo di Capodimonte. Naples. 7b 
7 February 
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IF YOU have booked a holiday 
next centony to go and watch an 
inter-collegiate gymnastics 
competition in post-apocalyptic 
Smolensk, for pity's sake can- 
cel it now. Fbr a fraction of the 
price, a near-flawless simul- 
acrum is available for viewing 
•'* at the Albert Hall, going under 
the name of Alegria. 

. The circus troupe Cirque 

. duSoIeU is ncrw an international 

touring multifranchise, so that 
, what seemed sizzling}? avant 
garde in mid-Eighties Quebec 
has acquired the anonymous 
- patina of an Andrew Lloyd 
' Whbber musical. We no longer 
cspectelephants in a circus, but 
/a, .we migfat expect rather more 
• astonishing feats of human 
physical gk»n than this uneven 
. stow provides. 

Not that there are no won- 
ders, A beauteous elf in a lum- 
inous green leotard does quite 
remarkable things with steel 
hula-hoops, spinning one 

around her toes, casualty held 
.■* above her head, while others 


Circus 


CIRQUE DU SOLEIL 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL 
LONDON 


snake round her waist and 
shins. And a bevy of tumbling 
acrobats (who, sporting unisex 
camouflage-netting bikinis, 
come over alarmingly like 
extras from Mod Men 3) per- 
form synchronised bouncy falls 
and a snowboarding compet- 
ition’s quota of mid-air spins. 
But a man on a trapeze, in a 
spangly Spiderman outfit from 
which somebody has cruelly 
ripped the sleeves, does little 
more than swing about a bit 
The less-than- amazin g Cube 
Man, meanwhile, pulls himself 
up on suspended rings white his 
toes carry, er, a big cube-A 
“Polynesian artist" spins a few 
f uming sticks around. At one 
point he gets a burning stu* 
and then lights the other end. 
He then points at both ends of 
the stick, adopts an inscrutable 



‘Alegria’: the avant-garde thrill of a Lioyd Webber musical 


Laurie Lewis 


grin and waits until the aud- 
ience applauds. 

One disappointment o£ Ale- 
gria is its po-facedness. Ordin- 
ary actions are carried out in a 


bizarre, debased ballet style, 
and there is a lot of pointless 
running about wife stiff arms by 
the large supporting cast, who 
also fill in\with bits of business 


such as wheeling on a bed and 
then, with unassailable logic, 
wheeling it off again. Occasion- 
ally an act is gently mocked: 
after the Fire Artist, a sad-faced 


down played nervously with a 
candle. But the clowns, too, 
were uninspired, staying with 
hoary favourites such as a big 
ball down the trousers. One 
wannabe down epic had a vul- 
gar finale involving powerful 
lights and a wind machine, 
dearly catering for tastes 
dulled by Hollywood cinema. 

The gigantism of the show’s 
presentation, indeed, dwarfed 
the really good acts, which 
needed a more intimate setting. 
But Alegria did boast one un- 
equivocally fine element the 
music, an alternately melan- 
cholic, humorous and adrena- 
line-pumping blend of French 
tango, jazz and curiously affect- 
ing power balladry Only in 
Francophone hands can cheesy 
string synthesisers still sound 
even vaguely cool nowadays. 

Steven Poole 



'Tfie exlraordinary 

Edward Peitierbridge... 

: , - a sinking piece o! showmanship' 


7b 24 January. Booking: 01 71- 
589 8212. A shorter version of 
this review appeared in later 
editions of yesterday's paper 
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Bring it all back home 

School project work has a lot going for it as a teaching method, but it is also a font of 
parental cheating, rampant copying and a resourcing nightmare. By John Kirkaldy 



The temptation for parents to give a helping hand with project work gets ever more real as pressure mounts PhR Dye 


I t was Sunday and a time of 
domestic hliss until... "Oh,” 
says Doris, “Jim's A-level 
project is due in on Thurs- 
day." His folder revealed 
three bits of scruffy paper. 
There have been condemned men's 
breakfast menus with more writing 
on them. There then followed a 
time I can only equate to the 
German counter-offensive on the 
western front in March 191ft. Bodies 
loomed up every now and then 
through the chaos. Panic and despair 
were everywhere. Only one figure 
kept calm amid the debris, like 
Field Marshal Haig, unaware of the 
total catastrophe that he had 
created. It is good to have a teenager 
to remind you of the really important 
things in life at a tune like that 
keeping iq> with the Australian and 
American soaps; ringing the girl- 
friend to update her on events; and 
gazing at your spots for long periods 
in the mirror. 

As a teaching method, project 
work has a lot going for iL We all 
want our children to be self- 
motivated, independent learners. 
In the last 30 years, project work has 
come to dominate our classrooms, 
so in consequence an ever-larger 
percentage of GCSE and A-level 
work is devoted to it 
Yet I find myself becoming more 
and more uneasy about the whole 
thing. Fbr a start it places an ever- 
increasing load on teachers. In old- 
style education you prepared one 
lessotu in project work, you virtually 
prepare as many as there are in the 
class. Resourcing it is something of 
a nightmare. If everybody in the 
class does the same project then the 
resources are under an impossible 
stress. If everybody does some- 
thing different then the teacher 
must find resources to suit each in- 
dividual need. 

Fbr students, project work is a 
mixed blessing. For the bright and 
committed, it can be a really excit- 
ing opportunity. One of my students 
filmed and wrote up the experience 
of being in the Fastnet yacht race. 
She got sponsorship from Kodak and 
the loan ofa special camera. Not only 

did she create a wonderful oppor- 
tunity and gain a good final grade, 
she also got local and national press 
coverage. The experience looked 
good on a Ucas form and it has done 
well for her at interviews ever since. 
But most adolescents have a 
tendency to put things off to the last 
moment, and project work can mean 
a lot of wasted time Group work can 
mean that one or two pupils tend to 
do most of the hard graft, while the 
rest raerefy tread water 


Assessing project work has been 
one of the biggest growth areas in 
education. An army of moderators, 
verifiers and assessors (internal 
and external) now exists. A simple 
task, such as giving feedback to 
an individual student, can take just 
five minutes, yet it may take up to 
two hours to write up as part of 
the qualification. 

Endless boxes must be ticked. 
(Were you aware of your body lan- 
guage when you gave feedback? 
Were you aware of the student's 
body language when you gave feed- 
back? Did you take into considera- 
tion the student's race, gender, 
religion and sexual orientation when 
you gave feedback?) 

I am also increasingly aware that 
I am often not assessing the student 
alone, but the student and parents. 


As the percentage of marks for pro- 
ject work increases and the com- 
petition to get into most universities 
grows, so the temptation to give 
more than a helping hand gets ever 
more real Most parents will deny it 
and they all know that, in the long 
term, it is doing students no real 
favours. But when they are looking 
down the barrel of a failure or a poor 
grade, then they often succumb. 
Those pious statements that stu- 
dents sign to say that the work is all 
their own often have the sincerity of 
Hitler’s remarks that this was his 
final territorial demand. Aiding and 
abetting p reject work is becoming 
one of the secret crimes of middle- 
class Britain. ' 

Then there is new technology No 
library can even remotely rival the 
Internet for information. But, I hear 


you cry surely the schools have 
computers? Of course they do, but 
getting near one for any long peri- 
od of time with a project imminent 
is like joining the queue for a lifeboat 
on the Titanic. 

And this ignores the problems 
of vandalism, breakdowns, other 
classes’ use and players enjoying 
card games on the screen. Those 
students who have access to a 
computer at home have a massive 
advantage over those who don’t 

New technology has also en- 
couraged something that teachers 
have largely tried to ignore. The 
copying of other's work or adapting 
large (hunks grows apace. When it 
involves other schools and other 
areas, it is impossible to control. I 
have heard ofa project that has been 
done by three students already. I sus- 


pect that by the time Bill Gates 
launches Windows 2006, it will be 
possible to type in “Soil Erosion in 
Stoke Poges" and press a key and 
out will come the finished project 
complete with WHSmith carrier 
bag to take it to schooL 

The truth is that not even Super- 
man or Superwoman could regulate 
the vast piles of project work piling 
up for assessment all over the 
country. Fbr the eight years that I 
tutored an A-level I used to tie up my 
projects in a special granny knot On 
seven occasions I got them back with 
the knot untied and the marks un- 
changed. One year the board lost 
every single project so I have no 
means of knowing. 

We need to untie a lot more knots, 
if projects are to have any real 
meaning in education. 



Local 
control 
is best 


A READER wrote recertify 
enclosing a cutting from The 
Independent for 6 October; 
1988. He piece, by Peter Wflby 
one of my predecessors and 
now the editor of the New 
Statesman, made a prediction; 
"Local education authorities 
wffl be extinct by 1998.” 

W0by, of course, was wrong. 
Today, the north of England 
education conference begins in 
Sunderland, where 
representatives of the nation’s 
local education authorities are 
aggpfnhiing for their annual 
jamboree. David Blunkett, the 
Secretary of State for 
Education, will be there, proof 
pnnug h that this IS no 
marginal gathering of 
educational dinosaurs. 

Local councillors were 
hated by the last government 
This one is more ambivalent 
but the Prime Minister's 
advisers believe that real 
schools reform is impossible 
until they disappear: So how 
have authorities managed to 
fend off their enemies? One of 
their strangest cards is their 
opponents’ difficulty in finding 
a replacement If they didn't 
exist, should we need to 
reinvent them? 

Kenneth Clarke, the former 
Conservative secretary of 
state for education, who tried 
harder than most to find a way 
of cutting local authorities out 
of the educational action, 
wanted to do just that He 
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Many local authorities 
now talk about 
‘partnerships’ with 
heads and governors 


allo w schools to opt out of local 
authority control has acted as 
a spur. Many councils have 
stepped back from their 
nannying role and now talk 
about “partnership” with 
heads and governors. 

As Mr Blunkett will point 
out tomorrow, there are 
exceptions. A report last year 
on Calderdale education 
authority painted a picture of 
councillors who imm ersed 
themselves in the trivia of 
schools' daily life while faffing 
to notice the Ridings school's 
descent into chaos. Also 
castigated was the London 
borough of Hackney where 
councillors squabbled so much 
that they neglected local 
children's interests. 

He answer; however, is not 
to abolish local education 
authorities. Even the 
Conservatives,who considered 
freeing all schools from local 
authority control, had civil 
servants working on 
(unp ublished) plans for how to 
prop up small primaries: in 
short, they acknowledged that 
some schools would need the 


that would have no elected 
members and would be firmly 
under Whitehall’s control. The 
solution was rejected as “too 
socialist", an objection which 
the present Government would 
presumably share. 

Tbday, the opposition to 
local education authorities 
from people such as Chris 
Woodhead. the Chief Inspector 
of Schools, is based on the idea 
that schools would run then- 
own affairs, buying in services 
they needed from commercial 
agencies. Mr Woodhead has 
suggested that local councils 
may create “a dependency 
culture” among schools. 

But authorities' first line of 
defence is that they are not 
what they were. During the 
last decade, they have 
undergone a transformation. 
The Conservatives' decision to 


a local authority. 

This Government has 
sensibly accepted that local 
councils should have a role in 
planning school places and 
working out a fair admissions 
system. The alternative is a 
parental free-for-all in which 
the weak go to the wall. 

A central source of advice 
and information - available if it 
is wanted - also makes sense 
at least for some schools. 

Peter Wilby admitted in his 
1988 piece that prediction- 
making was dangerous, but 
added: “Nobody reads old 
newspaper cuttings.” He was 
wrong about that, too. But I 
remain undeterred. I predict 
that in 2009 local education 
authorities will still be alive 
and wefl. If they are not, Mr 
Hyman of Bushey Heath will 
no doubt let us know. 


more 

amazing facts 

from 

Encyclopaedia Britannica 



Britannica is now electronic! 


The whole of Encyclopaedia Britannica is now available on the 
Inremer or CD ROM. Sensational sound, archive video and full colour 
animation bring 230 years of knowledge to life! And you can 
explore even further via thousands of related Internet links from both 
Britannica CD and Britannica Online. 


Britannica is at BETT, Olympia in January 


Try Britannica CD and Britannica Online for yourself at: 

Stand Cl 20, BETT - The Education Technolog}’ Show, 
Olympia, London on 13th- 16th January 1999. 


Britannica is even more ai fordable I 


Visitors to our stand will be eligible for a special exhibition discount 


on Britannica Multimedia CD. Save £26 on RRP ro 
get your copy for fusr £99! Institutional subscriptions 
to Britannica Online start from as little as £180 per 
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year for up to 300 users. 

\f we miss you at BETT, please call Cindy Gilmore 
on 0181 401 7234 ...for further information on 
Britannica's complete range of electronic services 
E-mail cgilmorelfi'eb.co.uk 
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It is hard to foresee a time when 
schools become irrelevant 


TEE FIRST column of the 
last year of the millennium 
is a good time for reflecting 
back and looking forwards. 
As the Queen’s Speech 
acknowledged, in education 
the immediate challenge 
feeing the Government is to 
ensure that there are 
sufficient high-quality 
teachers. November’s 
Green Paper shows that, 
nudged by the Treasury’s 
“something for something" 
policy, it is putting its faith, 
for the time being, in 
performance-related pay. 

But there are influential 
voices claiming that, soon, 
teaching will have beat so 
transformed by information 
and communications 
technology that only a small 
specialist cadre of tea tiers 
trill be required, capable of 
being recruited without 
difficulty from the 
increasing pool of 
graduates. In an extreme 
form, the argument is that 
schools themselves will 
become irrelevant 

It is remarkable, however, 
how little schools have 
changed since Roman 
times, in spite of the 
invention of the printing 
press, radio, television and 
the computer. 

There are some who 
would suggest that this 
betrays a woeful lack of 
vision. But fbr me it 
underlines the enduring 
purpose of schools - to help 
the young to participate folly 


in their society and make 
sense of three -score-and -ten 
years on a lump of rock. 
Experience has shown that 
tins is best achieved through 
actively coming together in 
the presence of someone 
who is able to pass on 
understanding to others. 

It is likely, therefore, that 
there wffl be a continuing 
need in the new millennium 
to attract large numbers of 
good graduates to become 
teachers, people who must 
also be capable of using the 
latest technology to best 
advantage. There is no 
doubt that the many 
changes imposed on 
education in the last decade 
have foiled to make this task 
any easier 

Not so long ago, the 
teacher-training institutions 
were able to attract nearly 

70.000 applicants for some 

50.000 places; nowadays 
there is a struggle to fill 

30.000 places. In part, the 
previous popularity of the 
profession was because 
teacher training was seen as 
an alternative form of 
higher education, but it was 
also because teaching was 
regarded as a vocation. 
People were drawn to it by a 
sense of public service and, 
once qualified, they were 
free to teach what they 
wished, how they wished. 

But over the years, in 
some cases, liberty lapsed 
into indulgence. Without any 
national checks of pupil 



Alan 

Smithers 

However necessary 
some shift from trust 
to accountability may 
have been, it has 
transformed the 
teacher’s role 

performance until the 
examinations at the end of 
compulsory schooling, some 
wildly over-optimistic views 
of children's learning sprang 
up- Effort and practice came 
to be seen as unnecessary, 
indeed inimical, to learning 
and it was felt that handling 
words and numbers would 
come naturally in the mere 
presence of books and other 
resources. 

Faced with this nonsense, 
the Thatcher government 
embarked on reform. It put 
in place four main planks: a 
basic curriculum, setting 
down what no child should 
miss out on; national tests to 
check what the children 
were learning; inspections 


to see how the schools were 
doing; and a funding 
mechanism, which allowed 
decisions about spending to 
be taken as close to the 
classroom as possible. 

New Labour has adopted 
these reforms as its own, 
and since coming to power 
has concentrated on 
providing the pressure and 
support to give them effect. 
This has often taken the 
form of setting targets, 
publishing and commenting 
on outcomes, and financially 
rewarding success. 

However necessary some 
shift from trust to 
accountability might have 
been, it has transformed the 
teacher's role. Tteachers are 
now* subject to a new 
managerialism, in which 
they are continually having 
to account for themselves in 
ways which they feel do not 
always capture the true 
purposes of education. 

In the past, many were • 
drawn to teaching by the 
sense of being able to spend 
their lives in a worthwhile 
way, helping others. The 
salary may not have been 
very good, and the status 
may have been ambivalent, 
but they felt that they were 
able to take the important 
decisions for themselves. 

Much of that autonomy 
has been taken away, 
without any compensatory 
attractions. In feet, berating 
teachers was to become one 
of the main ways of 


stabilising the system, so 
that it would accept reform. 

This has left the 
Government with the urgen 
problem of coming up with t 
balance of potential 
satisfactions, which will 
make teaching an attractive 
profession in the new 
millennium. The Green 
Paper does not tackle this 
fundamental issue, and its 
version of performance- 
related pay will further 
undermine autonomy 
security. 

Paradoxically, the 
Government could achieve 
more by attempting less. It 
should have the courage to 
stand back and allow toe 
new General Teaching 
Council to become a 
genuinely self-regulatory 
body. This would establish 
teaching as a true 
profession, alongside 
medicine and law. 

But, above all, now that a 
necessary correction has 
been made, it should 
consider how the pendulum 
can be moved back more 
towards trusting teachers. 
With the guarantees of the 
national curriculum, tests 
and inspections, toe 
Government should devise 
an equitable way of funding 
schools, and let them get on 
with it 

The writer is the Sydney 
Jones Professor of 
Education at the University 
of Liverpool 
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EAGLE EYES 
REQUIRED 


Would you like to practice as a freelance 
proofreader or editor earning an excellent 
income working from home? Then mark the 
errors in in this advertisement and post it to 
Chapterhouse with your name, and a dress. 
Well send you a free prospectus of our 
services. Chapterhouse coarses are 
respected internationally and our 
professional tutors give you their personal 
attention, We never pretend its easy, but we 
have a seven-ear record of establishing 
many successful freelancers through our 
co-respondance training and seminars, 
if your too busy a phone call will do. 

Chapterhouse 

2 Southemhay West, EXETER EX1 1 JG 
Telephone: 01392 499488 
Facsimile: 01392 498008 
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The Department offers a rich and successful research 
environment which encompasses Systems Development 
Methodologies, Object Technology, Strategic Informal ion 
Systems Planning, Management Support Systems, 
the Centre for Computing and Social Responsibility, 
the Geomaiics Group and a Teaching and Learning group 
investigating the innovative application ot IT in the learning 
environment. Dose links whh industry result in a growing 

number of research and consultancy projects. The 
Department contributes to a successful portfolio of 
undergraduate and postgraduate programmes including 


degrees in Business Information Systems, Computing. 
Computer Science and Multimedia and postgraduate 
degrees in Computing and Information Technology. 


You will contribute to information systems research, 
teaching and where appropriate, consultancy. It is important 
that you are able to integrate into our dose knit research 
and teaching teams. You are likely to possess or to be 
completing a research degree, preferably at PhD level and 
have a record of publications relevant to 
IS thinking and research. 



For an informal discussion contact Ray Farmer on rwf@dmtLac.uk or tel 444 116. 257 7471. 

Application forms and further details are available from The Personnel Department, 

DeMontfort University, The Gateway, Leicester LEI 9BH. Tel 444 116 . 250 6433. DE MONTFORT 

(24 hour answerphone). Please quote Ref: 1057. UNIVERSITY 

Closing date: 29 January 1999. LEICESTER 
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Start a new career... 


Career hem study csenu- 
ffntiof .PrDB>-Rudin|*lnt!<c.' feiifc 
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HjU Morey Iron you Home CvngtfK 


...or learn a new 
skill from home 


Art 1 Dntgo hum* study. 
Intern Desifn.Anhqws.OtOTtu? 
Paint Effect.- toff Funwt'fljs-Pcri! 
ftwen-rjimon DeupiAOnnscatoiii; 

ttraRWlatsaia bam Study; 
ConmaflUg . Pirentraj . AranlXerjj, 
(tefleoftsT- Feng Sat; 

c« 0808 378 281 tv awtejts 

wife Tta tognt teatary Deo! K7. 
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RsmeCanmirer , 

This tree Infor ma tion Kit I 
trom the Monis College ! 
of Journalism shows you I 
exactly howl CaO Free: i 

0800371 500 Jr 


Hour Te Make *1 


£26.000 na. as a I 
Travel WiHor j 

The bee rJewsteaar bon Ac I 
Mont: Coanga a JouitaBsm 9 
you aacSy ho* to pay tar | 
al your travel and make same I 


FREE 

WRTTWG COURSE 


WITH FRSTliniON 
No obligation. for further 
information wnte or phone- 

Tel: 01403 21 1321 

Form word Magazines (INI) 
FREEPOST SEA 0510 
Horsham RH 13 5BR 


Education 

For 

vacancies at 
the 

Open 
University 
look in the 
Open Eye. 


University of 

W ! Oxford 


Wallis Professorship of 
Mathematics 

The tiKtsrs jt.ktc ~ p ccert to on «*ct*n to rf*« lYsfe 
ft ofescoreh?. of Kaswiiaiia wah effort ‘ion i Ortotvs# 1996 
or sen tale* ca» as ray sc aran^e-i 
The prsdessc* aJ sixxeee SJC. Ocnalet.-sn, FPS. The 
U tnrnitf a tta ches sw <ptxev mperjnee lo die etoebon to 
this pfedessesh-p of a person of nutrusntfKsv ck,locion who 
«nl be ante to offer leade^ho «i research leachh^, and 
academe petey -making. The Unmetsev welcones 
appbunis wortsTug in any branch of anafysc. mwpretod in us 
■Attest sense nchxln^ cJOdcbiiCy meoty. 

A nan-stoendcry ptofessoiul teSowsiup at St Anne's College 
is attached to the pdeoswertp. 

Aptdtc at ions (ten copies, or one only from ovorssas 
candidates], naming three persons who have agreed to 
act as referees on this occasion, should be rtedvod 
net later than IS March 1999 by the Registrar. 
University Offices. Weflington Square. Oxinrd OXl 2JO, 
front whom further pordetdars may be obtained. 
Further particulars may ofco be accessed on the Web 
(URL: hth/AmwjiknbtauuA/fpll. 


The University is an equal opportunity employer 
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The Scorury. CELSE, Scfconj rf FAvaftm. Uannst) of Mancbsicr, Orionl 
RmdMandwwMUWLUK let 0151 Zff 3467 ftcOlbl 275 34W 
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EASTER COURSES 

AT 

Hertford College, 
OXFORD 

A-LEVEL and GCSE 


Cherwell Tutors long established Easier Course. 
Intensive tuition in a demanding yet stimulating 
and friendly environment 

Tfel: 01865 242670 
Fax: 01865 791761 


make money 

FROM YOUR I 
CARTOONS | 

Study bwn home br a new I 
career or profitable second | 
income A 12-pert Dipfama i 
Course uiC m oonaiflA I 
Uustraton. For your tree I 
prospectus, cot I 

0800371 500 -tdl 


P/T Lecuncr in Anckni Indian 
phOosopby and Sanskrit at yop 
school Tbe sncceafnl applicant 
will he npcrkmced in icadiing 
Sanskrit and a range or 

P&iwtpfciaJ tens. Thnw^i 
knowledge uf^ Vedas. Saniril 
grammar and Prakrit required. 
Apply with CV and rdermxs 
huSWto: 

FOBraa)&59 
London NW6 1FH 


f DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DIRECTORATE 

4^ Cannock Chase Council is successfully epeariie^ing the 

F regeneration of former coalfield areas with substantial 

pubiic/pnvate in vestment supported bjr the Sngie 
nrantrTT Regeneration BudgeL Tbe following posts offer tbe 
\V opportunity to contribute to this economic regeneration 

Cirtfa . \\ through the development of transport mfrastructiire and 

implementation of civil engineering projects in a District which 
boasts Cannock Chase Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 
Group Managing Engineer (Projects) 

£26£35 -£ 28,464 

We are seeking a person who will develop and lead a group which will 
undertake projects driven by needs, based on sound information and 
maximising resources while giving a flexible responsive sernce. 

The group comprises a team of engineers and technical assistants delivering 
a wide range oi municipal engineering projects- 

ssass^aftsss fflssssy ssa- ^ 

to tight deadlines. m % 

Group Manager (Transport) 

£26,535 - £28,464 

The Council is seekiiiE to develop an Integrated Transport Plan for the 

DhwSS 4SSS2i U bT i « a a result 

issues, to^^thep^older «11 

range of transport-related functions. 
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in a tranqwrt- 

C^«r^Sl^ ieaseriDgEichard “ 

Head of Engineering, on: 01543 464o94. rv;^?«rinn 

Plannirtg and Property Services Division 

Research wJSEZL* « W" : £19 ^ h 
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FACULTY OF SOM SCimS: DCIMMCNT OF PSYCHOLOGY 


A Senior Lectureship and 4 Lectureships in Psychology 
(permanent appointments) 

Two posts in cognitive psychology; the others in any other area. 


You can help tul.e rfie Open University -'the most exciting development in higher education in this century’ into the 
next century! 

We me looking for creative and productive ocademics who have a broad and developed knowledge oi psychology, 
and an established oi developing track record in research and publication. You should have enthusiasm and vision for 
developing your research, good communication and writing skills, and an interest in developing multimedia teaching 
materials far students from o wide range of backgrounds. 

For the posts in cognitive psychology you should hove the ability to teach across o range of core topics in adult cognition 
such as mnnoiy, language, perception and reasoning, including both theoretical and applied aspects, and should hove 
active research interests in one or more of these or related areas. 


Wb con offer you strong support for developing and extending your own research, including ample study leave, funding 
far conferences, travel, equipment and research assistance: also a good research culture offering intellectual challenge 
and the opportunity for interdisciplinary collaboration. The Department has developed research strengths in a number 
of oreos, including discourse analysis, social development and learning, cognitive psychology, neural networks, 
consciousness studies and theoretical psychology. 

This is the opportunity la join o creative, influential and expanding psychology department. The Psychology Discipline at 
the Open University is Europe's largest provider of universityfevel education in Psychology, offering Undergraduate, 
Taught Masters ond Research Degrees and a Postgraduate Conversion Diploma. More than 10,000 students take our 
couses m the UK and worldwide supported by 500 local tutors. 

Appointment will be made on the salary scales Senior Lecturer £30,496 - £34,464; Lecturer A £16,655 - £21,81 5 po. 
Lecturer B £22.726 ■ £29,048 pa, depending on qualifications and experience. 

If you would like to discuss this post please contact Richard Stevens, Head of Psychology, on Milton Keynes 
(01908) 65451 5, ot e-nail: RJ.Stevens@open.ac.uk or Dr Phil Sate, Dean of the Faculty 
on Milton Keynes (01908) 654425. 

Farther details aid application forms and access details for disabled 
applicants are avaiMIe from Ills Yvoase Honeywell on Milton Keynes 
(01 908) 65441 5, e-mail: YJLHoneywefl@opeuicnk 7tl©Op©n 

Cosing date for applications: 29 Jannary 1999. UnJVefSfty 




Disabled applicants whose skills and experience meet the requirements of the job will be 
interviewed. Please let us know if you need your copy of the further particulars in large 
print, on computer disk, or on audio cassette tape. Hearing impaired persons may make 
enquiries on Milton Keynes ( 0190B J 654901 (Minicom answerphone). 

Equal Opportunity is University Policy. 

ht1p://www2 .opeo.oLuk/peisonnel/emp/pr.hlni 


UniS 


University Of Surrey 

School of Electronic 
Engineering 

Information Technology and 
Mathematics 
Centre for Communication 
Systems Research (CCSR) 


Research Fellows to 
work on EPSRC, 
Industrial and European 
Union (EU) Programmes 



tw iyM 
As-avcndl Pei/ 
IW» 


The doting date far applications is Friday SOh February 1999. 

Visit our web site at httpJ/www^urrey.ac.ukJ and hnpJfwww.eejuneyjac.uk/CCSR 
. The University is committed to an Equal Opportunities Potey 


TEACHERS FOR PARIS 


Language School in Paris seeks 
full-time English Teachers. 
Fluent French and University 
Education are essentiaL 


Teaching experience required. 

Send CV and photo to: 

LE COMPTOIR DES LANGUES, 

63 Rue Laboetie 
75008 Paris 
France 


low Ts Make 
Haney Writing 
For Children 

Th» ten Ne*»9lelWf from 
Morris Collage ol Jounahsm 
etvyne you aocUy riowri 
Obtain jrarf copy now. «' 
0800371500 > 


HraTs Bafts 5 

£38,900 M- | 

Freebies Wrfttsg { 

Thfe free Newsletter (nun I 
9te Morris Coflegs of | 
Journalism shows you I 
exactly how. Obtain your | 
free copy now! Can Free: i 
0800371500 


THE HALL 

HAMPSTEAD 


BURSAR 



A number of vacancies exist to work on new EPSRC, Industrial and EU ACTS 
projects in (tie Multimedia, Mobile, Satellite and Networks areas. 

Research FeSows win join an established Group (CCSR has 90 researchers) with a 5* 
research grading and excellent facilities. We are looking for people with a research 
record arid experience, and probably a PhD in one of the following areas: 

• UMTS Networking resource & mobility management and air interface CDMA issues 

• Motote Satetfte Networking 

• Software redo 

• Mobte radio propagation and antennae 

• Digital signal processing hardwara/algonthms 

• TMN and UNA applications including C++, JAVA and CORBA 

- Software engineering with application to mobile sateWte networking 

• Traffic engineering appBed to mobile and satefiite systems. 

The projects wfil aflow the successfd candidates to work with industrial teams and in 
some cases to travel within Eixope. 

CCSR has research groups in Mobile and Sattilile Systems. Multimedia and DSP and 
Communication Networking. Besides trie EU projects it has a number of Industrial and 
B^C-fundad projects and is involved in both of the UK’s Virtual Centres of Excelence in 
Mobte and Personal Communications and MuKimede Broadcasting. Thfe is an excellent 
opportunity to join the UK’s leading academic research group tft Communications. 

Salary wfll be on the RA1 A Scale El 5.735- £23.651 per annum. 

Appfications in the farm of a CV and covering letter (2 copies of both) with the names 
and addresses of two referees should be sent to: The Personnel Department 
(KD/arb/1614). University of Surrey. Guddford. Surrey GU2 5XH, UK, quoting the 
reference no. 1614. 


Tbe Coremon invite applications for die post of 
Bursar, which becomes vacant on 1st January, 2000. 
The appointment will date from 1st September 
1999, to enable the successful candidate to work 
alongside the present Bursar before assuming foil 
responsibility for administration of the finances and 
property of the School. 


The Hall is a leading London preparatory school, 
with *10 boys aged 5-13. Full details of the 
appointment may be obtained from the Bumar, Mr 
R. L Orchard. The Hall School, 23 Crossfidd Road. 
London NW3 4NU. Telephone: 0171-722 1700. Fan 
0171-583 0181. 


The dosing date for receipt of applications is 1st 
February, 1999. 


DEPARTMENT of METEOROLOGY 

RESEARCH FELLOW 

Ocean Modelling 
A two uur petition starting in Februarv 1 999 is available to 
work on the establishment of a Europe-wide database for 
modelling the Mediterranean circulation. A PhD and previous 
experience in large scale ocean modelling and preparing web 
based materials, are required. 
Salary range r XI 5,735 - £20,867 p.a. 
Please quote R £/■: S^^iSIS. 
Informal enquiries to; Dr Keith Haines, Tel: 0131 650 5096 
or email : khhfmct. cd.ac.uk 
Closing date: 21 January 1999. 
DIVISION ^ENGINEERING 
SCHOOL of MECHANICAL ENGINEERING 


j 

mM 


RESEARCH FELLOW 

The position is on an EPSRC-funded project jointly with 
University of Sheffield on “Overtopping of Seawalls and 
Related Coastal Structures - Phvsial Model Studs’*. This 
coordinated project with Manchester Metropolitan University 
is supported bv HR Wallingford, Posford Duvivier and Bullen 
a. Co. This post will be based primarily in Edinburgh, with 
appro ximaielv three months testing at Wallingford. 
Applicants should hold a PhD in a related discipline, and haw 
experience of hydraulic modelling. 
The post is available from 1st February 1999 for 3 vears. 

Salary range : XI 5.7J5 - 1 IS ,275 p.a. 
Please quote REF: S it 0^o2iS. 
Informal inquiries nuv be made to Tom Bruce, 
0131 650 8701 , Tom. Bruce^J'ed. ac.uk 
Closing date: 28 januarv I C| 99. 
Further particulars including the application procedure mat 

he obtained from 
THE PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT, 
THE UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH, 
1 ROXBURGH STREET, EDINBURGH EH8 9TB. 
Tel: 0131 650 25 1 1 (24 hour answering service), 
http: / / w-wvv.personnel.ed.ac.uk/reeruit.htm 


Excellence 
in Teaching 
nnri Research 


Committed 


to Equality ol 
Opportunity 


WHY NOT BE 
A WRITER? 


As a freelance writer, you can 
earn veiy good money in your 
spare time, writing the 
stories, articles, books, 
scripts etc. that editors and 
publishers want. Millions of 
pounds are paid annually in 
fees and royalties. Earning 
your share can be fun, 
profitable and creatively most 
fulfilling. ■ 

To help you become a 
successful writer we offer you 
a first-class, home study course 
from professional writers - 
individual guidance from expert 
tutors, and flexible tuition 
tailored to your own require- 
ments. You are shown how to 
make the most of your abilities, 
where to find ideas, how to 
turn them into publishable 
writing and how to sell them. 
In short, we show you exactly 
how to become a published 
writer, if you want writing 
success - this is the way to 
start! 


COURSE FEATURES 

♦ 30 FACT-PACKED MODULES 
4 6 SPECIALIST HAND BOOKS 
4 20 WR!1TEN ASSIGNMENTS 
4 UBRARY SUP CASE 
4 AUDIO CASSETTE TAPE 
4 ADVISORY SERVICE 
4 TUTORIAL SUPPORT 
4 FLEXIBLE STUDY PROGRAMME 
4 NO TIME LIMIT 

4 HOW TO PRESENT YOUR WORK 
4 HOWTO SELL YOUR WRITING 
4 15 DAY TRIAL PERIOD 
4 FULL REFUND GUARANTEE 
Fictioa & Non Fiction • Articles • Short 
Stories ■ Novels •' T.V. ■ Rado • Drama 
AH covered in detail 


Whatever your writing 
ambitions, we can help you to 
achieve them. For we give you 
an effective, stimulating and 
most enjoyable creative writing 
course... appreciated by 
students and acclaimed by 
experts. 

It’s ideal for beginners. No 
previous experience or special 
background is required. You 
write and study at your own 
pace - you do not have to rush 
- there are no time limits 
whatever on you. Many others 
have been successful this way. 
If they can do it - why can't you? 

We are so confident that we can 
help you become a published 
writer that we give you a full 
refimd guarantee. If you have 
not earned your course fees 
from published writing by the 
time you finish the course, we 
will refund them in full. 


Leam to think like a writer ... 
copyright ... where to get 
ideas ... how to develop your 
writing style, plot, create 
atmosphere, write dialogue, 
develop characters ... deal 
with publishers and agents ... 


‘My first novel was accepted 
by Orioo and sold over 
200.000 copies. My second, , 

’Running the Risk \ has been 
reprinted five limes and my 
third. ‘Stealing the Show 
will be published io July 
199S. My life has changed 
completely. I’m earning my 
living doing what 1 love — 
Writing. The Writers Bureau 
made this possible for me.' 
Christina Joses, Abingdon 


'I was paid a £23,000 
adv&noe for my novel ‘RED’. 

I look forward to receiving) 
my Certificate of Compe- 
tence. I have now also sold 
the film rights and will be 
oo-writing the script. The ' 
success Of ‘RED' is thnnlftt in 
no small part to the Writers 

Bureau who helped and en- 
couraged and offered very i 
valuable advice'. 


Jon Eagle, Essex. ' 


If you want to be a writer start 
now by requesting a free copy 
of our prospectus “Write and be 
Published - . Please call our 
freephone number or send the 
coupon freepost NOW. 


‘Within 8 months of - 
enrolling I received £2000 f 
for a series of articles. I 
Seeing your work in a well r 
known magazine is 
extremely rewarding. 1 ^ 
Angela Beech, Sunderland. 
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THE THURSDAY REVIEW 4/ 
The Independent 7 January 1999 Ig* 


The future 


is female 


The law is no longer a male-only preserve, but it will 
take time to change its culture. By Linda Tsang 


S olicitors have recently 
turned to spin doctors to 
try to get rid of the pub- 
lic perception that they 
are all middle-aged, 
male money-grubbers. 
But that image may already be 
about to undergo a radical change. 

At the same time as revealing 
hat it had retained a public relations 
adviser to improve the image of sol- 
icitors, the Law Society of England 
& Wales has also published its latest 
statistics on trends in the profession 
which show that the majority of so- 
licitors under 30 are women. 

And it is not just at the lower end 
of the profession that women are 
making their mar k. If there is no 
challenge to their present positions, 
next year there wffl be women presi- 
dents at the head of the major pro- 
fessional organisations: KamJesh 
Bahl at the Law Society, which 
deals with more than 95,000 solici- 
tors in England and Wales; Diana 
Kempe, QC, will be president at the 
International Bar Association; and 
Martha Barnett at the American Bar 
Association. The Bar Council had its 
first woman as chairman in 1998 - 
Heather HaUett QC. 

Some women have been be- 
mused by the coverage of firsts in 
the legal profession. Diana Parker; 
who became the senior partner of 
Withers this month - and the first 
and youngest woman senior partner 
in a City law firm - sees the public- 
ity surrounding her election as flat- 
tering, if misplaced. But she warned: 
"Apres mot he detuge." 

Being first is only the be ginning. 
An article in this month's Legal 
Business picks out "Forty wonder 
women in private practice”, detail- 
ing the experiences of 40 leading 
women solicitors who are ‘'spec- 
tacular performers with real dient- 
puiling power”. 


Many of those women have en- 
countered unenlightened attitudes. 
Frances Hughes, corporate partner 
at the City law firm Slaughter & May 
says: "I was told years ago by one 
of my clients that he would fire me 
if I ever got married. 7 ' She did get 
married, and the client continued to 
give her wort, although he stipulated 

that there must be no children. 
Hughes now has a child and still 
works for the same client Another 
partner at the same firm, a leading 
EXJ and competition lawyer Laura 
Carstensen, became a partner in 
1994 when she was a single parent 
and pregnant with her fourth child. 


! Any good business 
should want to retain 
its best people - both 


men and women 1 


Not all of them want to be su- 
perwoman, but many are trying to 
improve matters for those coming 
up the ladder after them. Diana 
Good, a leading commercial litiga- 
tion partner at Iinldaters, is the first 
woman to be elected on to toe firm’s 
management committee. 

Good set up the firm's flexible 
working policy for partners; Lin 
Maters is the only firm to have such 
a formal policy. She says that al- 
though such schemes are not a 
panacea, they are a good start- "any 
good business should want to retain 
its best people and accommodate dif- 
ferent working practices, and that 
applies to both men and women." 

Making an impact is not re- 
stricted to the legal sphere. Judith 
Mayhcw, an employment lawyer at 
City law firm W2de Sapte and chair- 


man of the policy and resources 
committee at the Corporation of the 
City of London, is tipped to be aHkety 
candidate for Mayor of London. She 
is also director of education and 
training at the firm. She agrees 
that women are less likely to have 
an impact at the junior level, “but if, 
in five to 10 years’ time, they are oot 
becoming partners in line with the 
50-50 intake, then that will obvious- 
ly be an issue that will have to be 
looked at sooner rather than later.'' 

Women make up 25 per cent o£ the 
Bar- where, as recently as 10 years 
ago, there were still sets with no 
women members - and 7 per cent 
of the sSks. The barrister Josephine 
Hayes, former chair of the Assoc- 
iation of Wbmen Barristers, says that 
“tiie future of the legal profession at 
the lower levels is that it will go on 
being male unlp«s there are radical 
changes in the culture and atti- 
tudes about what type of legal sys- 
tem we want and the qualities 
needed for that legal system.” 

Despite the latest statistics, 
Hayes considers that the culture can 
be changed only if more women sol- 
icitors get partnerships. The Baris, 
she says, more problematic because 
chambers ace more insular Further 
up the ladder; a judicial appoint- 
ments commission would help 
change the view that judges are ap- 
pointed on the basis of whom they 
know - ie other men. 

At that highest level, a recent sur- 
vey by the international Bar Asso- 
ciation showed that women are 
under-represented in the judiciary 
in all juriscfictions - fewer than 25 per 
cent of the world's judges are 
women. England and Wales lag be- 
hind the rest of Europe, with women 
making up less than 10 per cent of 
the judiciary - Hungary and the 
Czech Republic have the highest 
numbers of women in the judiciary; 



A-Z OF EMPLOYERS 


LOVELL WHITE DURRANT 


Age: Prior to mergers, it’s 100 
years old. 


charity that trains people in 
developing countries to make 
ami use their own wheelchairs. ' 


History: The firm was formed 
in 1988 hy the merger of two 
major City firms: first, Lovell, 
White & King - which had a 
large, broadly-based, 
international corporate 
practice and was founded in 
1899 - and second, Durrant 
Pi esse, a smaller firm known 
for its banking and financial 
services expertise, which was 
formed in 1973. 


Address: Head office is in 
Holbom Viaduct central 
London. There are also offices 
in Peking, Brussels, Chicago, 
Saigon, Hong Song, Moscow, 
New York, Paris, Prague, 
Singapore and Tokyo. 


Easy to get into? No. The 
company is hugely popular 
with applicants, with up to 
2,000 applying for 80 contracts!. 
You’ll need at least a 2.1, plus 
good communication skills, a 
genuine interest in law and 
business, and plenty of energy 
initiative and motivation. 
There are 70 work experience 
placements available during 
the Christmas and summer 
holidays. Successful applicants 
get an allowance of £200 a 
week. For more information, 
see the company’s website: 

wwwJoveHwhitedurranl-com, 


Ambience: Employees are 
loyal: more than 90 per cent of 
trainees are still with the firm 
two years after joining. 


Glittering alumni: Peter 
Gerrard CBE, who became the 
first general counsel of the 
Stock Exchange; Graham 
Fimlott, director of Barclays 
Bank. 


Vital statistics: There are Pay: Trainees start on £21,000, 
more than 1,600 employees which rises to £24,000 after 18 

globally, including 165 partners months. There's an annua l 
and 840 lawyers. salary review each May. 


Diana Good of Linklat ers has set up a flexible working policy 
to help more women become partners at the firm Phi l Meech 


with 69 per cent and 63 per cent re- 
spectively. In England, there is only 
one woman in the Court of Appeal, 
Lady Butler-Sloss. There are seven 
women in the High Court, com- 
pared with 97 men. 

With more women entering the 
profession, the statistical likelihood 
is that there will be more women 


partners, silks and judges. Arme Raf- 
ferty QC says that “the legal pro- 
fession should be merit-based and 
gender-irrelevant, and if it isn't, it 
should be". 

Diana Good says; “It will not be 
exclusively female, but it will be 
more female than it is at present - 
and it may be more fun if it is." 


Essay competition 


the DEADLINE for this year's 
essay competition on “Law 
Beyond the Mill ennium " is 15 
January 1999. The winner will 
win a scholarship to the College 
of Law. Entries should be sent to 
The IndependerWCoUege of Law 


Essay Competition, The College 
of Law, Braboeuf Manor; St 
Catherines. Guildford, Surrey 
GU31HA. 

For more information, contact 
the College's marketing 
department on 01483 460350. 


Lifestyle: Trainees have a 
high chance of getting to work 
abroad at some stage: six- 
month secondments to 
international offices are 
common. Trainee solicitors are 
given their own budget for 
social events, and there’s also 
an inter mingling with 
employees from other law 
firms. There are plenty of 
sports teams: football, hockey 
netball and squash, among 
others. The company is keen 
to provide trainees with the 
chance to get involved in pro 
bono work, including 
opportunities with Voluntary 
Service Overseas, the 
homeless, environmental 
charities and prisoners on 
Death Row. The banking 
litigator Ian Gardener, for 
instance, is currently planning 
to navigate his way across six 
countries to raise awareness 
and money for Motivation, a 


Training: Those taken on by 
the company are put through 
four six-month “seats” in 
differing practice areas: there 
is broad training in corporate 
and litigation sectors, and 
there's the opportunity to get 
experience in banking, 
intellectual property, mergers 
and acquisitions, employment, 
environmental and insolvency 
cases as well. Trainees also 
undergo an individual 
programme of legal training. 


Facilities: The staff 
restaurant is, it seems, about 
it But says a spokesperson, it 
has just been refurbished with 
new, tastier menus. 


Who's the boss? Senior 
partner is Andrew Walker; 
managing partner is Lesley 
MacDonagh. 


Rachelle Telackray 


TEL: 0171 293 2222 


FAST TRACK: GENERAL, GRADUATE 


BIX: 0171 293 2S05 


An in-depth learning opportunity for Graduate Recruitment, HR and Personnel Managers across industry. 


What will you learn about at the conference? 

1. Hear how Unilever have developed a competitive and appealing 
graduate package to attract high fliers 

2. Andersen Consulting will share how they target graduates 
successfully by analysing the qualities their business values 

3. Hear how Deutsche Bank successfully access the overseas 
graduate markeL 

4. Examine how British Aerospace attract high quality 
graduates through innovative positioning and marketing. 

5. Hear how ICL have developed their internet site to attract quality 
graduates. 

6. Advice from University College, London on how to 
develop closer relationships with HE career advisory services. 

7. Listen tq how Pearl Assurance maximise graduate retention 
through structured career development. 


Mingle with fellow delegates from 
companies including: 


Tesco 

Rolls-Royce 
Ericsson UK 
Hewlett Packard 
Yorkshire Electricity 
Guinness 
Eastern Group 
BG 


Inland Revenue 


Lloyds 


Somerfield Stores 


□ I would like to register, please call me 
Q I would like to be faxed a programme 

□ I would like to hear about other relevant HR conferences 

Name: 

Position: 

Company: 

Address: 


Du Pont De Nemours 


The Cabinet Office 


Greenacre Systems 


Plus!! — A one-day practical workshop on: 
‘Attracting and Targeting the ‘BEST Graduates’ 
led by PARK HUMAN RESOURCES 
13* January 1999 The Cumberland Hotel, London 


Tel: Fax: 

For further information and online registration please 
visit our website 

vmw.iir-conferences.com/graduates 

Alternatively please telephone Elise Cole on 0171 915 5038, 
fax on 0171 915 5001 or send this coupon FA.O; Elise Cole, HR Ltd, 
6th Floor, 29 Bressenden Place, London SW1E 5DR. 

Please quote AD4-N0752 in all correspondence. 
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KOKUMA DANCE THEATRE 

Seeks 


WORLD 

CLASS 


Council for 

Education in . W/S m 
World V|grag 
Citizenship 


Serving 
schools for 
sixty years 
1939- 1999 


HIGH PERFORMANCE SWIMMING LTD 


CHAIRMAN 


Applications ore invited from anyone in sport interested in the demanding role of 
voluntary Chairman of die newly formed company. High Performance Swimming 
Ltd. 


The new company will monitor the affairs of ail High Performance swimming 
disciplines. 


The successful candidates must demonstrate a thorough knowledge of the 
performance and excellence aspen of the spon. A detailed knowledge of modem 
business practice nod managing change would.be on advantage. 


Applicants must demonstrate identifiable leadership and management skills and have 
proven experience at working to dearly identifiable plans and deadlines. 


Salary: 1*8- 17k 

Celebrating 20 yean in 1999. Kokttmn is ar the forefront of 
developments in Contemporary African Caribbean dance in 
the UK. Tbe company has resuuctumj and is looking lo 
appoint a dynamic individual to im p lem en t maintain and 
monitor administrative procedures and systems which 
support fCokuma't policy and artistic vision. 

Applicants should have « least three years experience and 
a successful track record as an Arts Administrator or a 
qualification id Am Administration. An interest in Dance is 
essential and experience of performing arts touring would 
be a bonus. The post requires good verbal and written 
communication skills; Proven project management and 
organisational skills-. Computer literacy and knowledge of 
the UK funding system. 

lb obtain an application pack call Antal on 01 21 008 
7744 or send an A4 addressed envelope to Kokama 
Dmcc Theatre Company, 418-419 Tbe Costard Factory, 
Gibb Street, Dtgbcth, Pirmhifltiani B9 4AA. DeadUne 
for applications is Friday 22ad January 1999. 


DIRECTOR 

(Salary £32.000 in cl. London Allowance) 

The Executive Board is seeking to appoint a 
Director for CEWC to lead its long established 
activities in ’bringing global issues home to 
young people’. 

' Since 1 939, CEWC has actively promoted 
global citizenship in schools and colleges 
across the VJK. it has managed projects, 
provided publications, speakers and organised 
conferences on a wide range of current 
national and international issues. 

The Director will guide the organisation as 
Citizenship Education is developed for the 
2000 National Curriculum. 

Letters of application and for further details 
write to: John Lipscomb, Chairman, CEWC, 
15 St Swithin's Lane, London EC4N SAL. 
Closing date 1 February 1999. 


Exciting opportunities exisl of Wurth UK Limited who ore pari of 
a privately owned Multi-notional Company founded 50 years 
ago. A major inBuencer within the automotive aftercare market 
in the UK, the Group employs over 22,000 people worldwide, 
achieving soles of over £2 billion. Continued growth has 
created openings for experienced and trainee sales consultants. 


You will be responsible for managing end 
developing your territory ond building good 
professional relationships with your customers 
and colleagues. 



Applicants should note ihar it is envisaged thru (he appointment is on interim 
appointment until such time as a thorough restructuring of British Swimming has 
been completed. The target date for the project is October 2000. 


It is envisaged that the role will require attendance at up to five meetings per year 
plus approximately three hours per week. 


High Performance Swimming Lid is an equal opportunity employer and follows a 
non smoking policy. 


Detailed job descriptions and application forms are available front: . 

Jane M Nickerson. Head of Administration. Amateur Swimming Federation of ' 
Great Britain. Harold Fern House. Derby Square, Loughborough. LEI 1 5 AL 
Telephone 01509618703 


daring date for applications is 31st January 1999 


GRADUATE CAREERS 
IN FASHION 13K 

A number of leading high street ftishion 
companies are looking for recent, bright, 
ambitious grads seeking a career in buying or 
merchandising. You must have some high street 
fashion retail work experience, be computer 
literate, highly numerate (grade B or above 
GGSE) and a good team player. 

Great career opportunities for commercially 
aware graduates. 

Tel: 0171 408 9422 Fax: 0171 408 9423 

w«v9lonxHlnboi.iik (Slnfoti'stuminilavtseo.nk 

SHARON DAVIS RECRUITMENT 


Graduates in Touch 


EXETER GRADUATE? HAVE you 
iM«Knd your copy cl ’eicpms- 
stan'7 If not contact Alumni 

Office on 01382 Z830S2 lo 

« 


To undertake these chollenging roles you 
need lo be totally Focussed, motivated ond 
an enthusiastic team player who is able to 
identify and maximise all soles opportunities. 
Automotive experience is preferred but 
not essential. 


■_rv py — * 

vJ 



In return we offer comprehensive in-house 
training and on-going field training ond real 
career development potential. 


i^j 




TBEAssanar 

reWBSHWAlS 


Interested? Then please telephone 
0181 319 6000 quoting ref: G3/11 



Wurth UK Ltd., 1 Centurion Way, Erith, Kent DAI 8 4AE 
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The Independent 7 January 1999 


New Films 


THE ACID HOUSE (18) 

Director: Paul McGmgan 
Starring: Stephen McCole, Kevin McKidd. 

Ewen Bremner 

A trio of interrelated shorts culled from the 
stories of Irvine Welsh, The Acid House plavs out 
in the down-and-dirty landscape of some of 
Edinburgh's less salubrious areas and darts 
with brio between a range of moods and t ones. 
Story number one, “The Gran ton Star Cause", 
is a playful riff on Kafka's Metamorphosis as 
layabout wastrel Boab (McCole) gets conjured 
into a fly by the vengeful, boozing God (Maurice 
Bofives) whom be meets down the pub. 

Story two. - A Soft Touch", comes on as a kind 
. of social-realist Special Brew opera, as its 
affable, emasculated hero (the brilliant Kevin 
McKidd) finds himself cheated on by his missus 
and menaced by the tattooed thug who lives 
upstairs. Stay three, “The Acid House*', is both 
the most ambitious and the least coherent, an 
indiscriminate what-if scenario which has Gwen 
Bremner’s rave kid switching places with a 
newborn bairn. In it, the revelations of an add- 
trip are cross-cut to the trauma of birth, yet a 
clever conceit stays unfulfilled, buried under a 
ton of showy hallucinogenics. Overall, though, 
debut director Paul McGuigan (who trained as 
a stills photographer) turns The Acid House into 
a bit of a triumph; adapting his style well to the 
shifting landscape of Welsh’s tales and rustling 
up a film that’s less poised and populist than 
frainspotting. but more earthy, edgy and 
intense, too. A cracker, all told. 

West End: Cate Notting Hill Odeon Camden 
Town, Plaza. Ritzy Cinema, Virgin Fulham 
Road, Virgin Hay market, Warner Village 
West End 

SITCOM (18) 
yfP Director: Francois Ozon 

Starring: Evelyne Dandry. Frangois Marthourei. 
Marina de Van 

Someone ought to introduce Francois Ozon to a 
good editor The debuting French film-maker is 


dearly a man of talent, but in Sitcom he lets his 
ideas maraud madly off the leash. This scatter 
gun satire on middle-class mores takes abundant 
pleasure in dismantling a standard nudear 
family infere, pere.fils etfitle) - setting a rat loose 
in the home and inteijecting an implicitly queer 
and subversive vein to the increasingly fraught 
shenanigans. The result is sharp, funny and 
savage one moment, over-heated and indulgent 
the next and arrives heavily touched by the 
influence of Luis BuAuel and John Waters. 
Ozoo's stiH, formal framing strikes a nice balance 
with the craziness contained inside. 

West End. Barbican Screen, Clapham Picture 
House. Curzon Soho , Virgin Chelsea 

STAR TREK: INSURRECTION (PG) 

Director Jonathan Frakes 
Starring: Patrick Stewart 
A belated Christmas gift for Trekkies the land 
oven Insurrection hits the cinemas stuffed with 
in-the-know gags, ribboned and bowed with 
reliably cheesy art-design and effects work, and 
wrapped up in rather more comball romance 
than we're used to. 

The yarn is nominally about Patrick Stewart's 
do-gooding captain tangling with villainous F 
Murray Abraham, who has hatched a scheme to 
take over an Eden-like planet of perpetual 
youth. The trouble is that the whole Star Trek 
phenomenon has become less a story now 
than a series of self-reflective gestures. 
Insurrection takes no real risks with the format: 
it simply navel-gazes for a while, gives fioorspace 
to the regulars and idles its way along to the 
climactic explosion. 

West End: ABC Baker Street, ABC Tottenham 
Court Road. Elephant & Castle Coronet. Empire 
Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, Odeon 
Camden Town. Odeon Kensington. Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage. Ritzy 
Cinema. UCI Whitele ys. Virgin Fulham Rood, 
Virgin Trocadero 

Xan Brooks 


General release 


ANTE CFG) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Tottenham Court Road, Rio 
Cinema, UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea. 
Virgin Trocadero 

THE APPLE (SIB) (PG) 

Seventeen-year-old Samirah Makhmalbaf’s 
precocious ddbut stages a true-life recreation of 
the fortunes of Iran’s Naderi asters. A luminous 
and extraordinary missive from a burgeoning 
Iranian film scene. West End- Metro, Renoir 

BABE: PIG IN THE CITY (U) 

The follow-up to Babe tosses the hapless “sheep 
pig" into the midst of the city where he becomes 
the unlikely saviour of a bunch of assorted waifs. 
West End: Odeon Camden Town. Odeon 
Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage, Plaza, UCJ 
Whitdeys, Virgin Trocadero 

DANCING AT LUGHNASA (PG) 

Pat O’Coimor’s Ireland-set saga pinpoints the ebb 
and flow of an eccentric Catholic family in 
Donegal. What gives it backbone is Meryl Streep's 
regal performance as the brood’s eldest aster; 
plus the ever watchahle Michael Gambon as the 
homecoming brother West End: Curzon Mayfair 

l^THE DREAM LIFE OF ANGELS (18) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 
West End: ABC Swiss Centre 

ELIZABETH (15) 

Shekhar Kapur’s follow-up to Bandit Queen is the 
story of another female figurehead- tins time it’s 
Queen Elizabeth I - strug^ing to gain purchase 
in a male world. West End- ABC Pardon Street, 
Curzon Soho , Curzon Minema. Odeon 
Mezzanine, Phoenix Cinema, Rio Cinema, 
Virgin Fulham Road 

ENEMY OF THE STATE (IS) 

Will Smith’s fall-guy DA teams up with Gene 
Hackman’s pensioned-off Pentagon war-horse, to 
probe a political cover-up and gets embroiled in 
aD manner ofBigBrothertype trouble. West End: 
ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham Picture 
House, Hammersmith Virgin, Notting Hid Coro- 
net, Odeon. Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Odeon 

West End. Ritzy Cinema, Screen on Baker 
A Street, Screen on the Green. UCI Whiteleys, Vrr- 

* gin Chelsea, Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MASK OF ZORRO (PG) 

This gaudy swashbuckler gallops at foil-speed 
through 19 th-century California in the company 
of Antonio Banderas’s authentically Hispanic 
do-gooder, A bite-sized history lesson on West 
CoastpoBtics jostles for purchase amid clattering 
action set-pieces. West End- Clapham Picture 
- House, Odeon CamdenTbum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Leicester Square, Odeon Marble Arch, 
Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 

Whteieys,Virgin Fulham Road 

THE MIGHTY CPG) 

Peter Chelsom’s The Mighty treads through 
. . fandlwrcoBnng<rf-dge country with its tale of two 
outcast kids (one fat, the other sickly) in a 
. storybook Cfrcinnati. It’s all a hit stolid and a 
' tad flrisfictahle, though there’s a gfenroer of 
sad showing though. Sharon Stone an ®*? ie j“ P 
f^GBfian Andereon wpeweB in wiat basically 

amountto siq^orting roles. 

-fl 

MY NAME IS JOE (15) 

• : See The IndependerdRe^mends, above. 

I - West End: ABC Pardon Street, Curzon Soho , 


Kensington. Odeon Swiss Cottage. Phoenix 
Cinema, Rio Cinema, Ritzy Cinema. UCI 
Whiteleys. Virgin Chelsea, Virgin TVocadero 

THE PARENT TRAP (PG) 

The Parent Trap catches Disney re-heating its 
1961 Haytey MiDs heart-warmer as this spry, cross- 
cultural caper starring Lindsay Lohan as the 
separated-at-birth twin sisters (one British, one 
American) trying to get their parents (Natasha 
Richardson, Dennis Quaid) back together West 
End : Clapham Picture House, Hamm e rs mi th 
Virgin, Odeon CamdenTbum, Odeon Kensington, 
Odeon Marble Arch, Odeon Sunss Cottage. Odeon 
West End UCI Whiteleys, Virgin Chelsea 

A PERFECT MURDER 05) 

With Hollywood awash with dumb re-mates, the 
news that Hitchcock’s classic Dial MJbr Murder 
was to be rehashed did not bode well But this is 
not bad at all Michael Douglas stars as the 
cuckolded city shark who blackmails an artist into 
lolling his heiress wife, Gwyneth Paltrow. This is 
gold-plated trash: the sort of thing Hollywood does 
better than anyone else. West End- Warner 
Village West End 

THE PHILADELPHIA STORY (U) 

Sublime cinema. It’s a fast-talking romantic 
comedy of course, but there’s nothing silly or 
tririal about it George Cukor's movie has a stiange 
and melancholy heart and Katharine Hepburn's 
unsatisfied heiress sheds real tears. West End: 
Curzon Mayfair, Renoir 

THE PRINCE OF EGYPT (U) 

In planning his cartoon life of Moses, DreamWbrfcs 
honcho J effrey Katzenberg envisaged it “painted 
by Claude Monet and photographed fay David 
Lean". The end result winds up as The Ten 
Commandments by way of Joseph and his 
Technicolor DreamcoaL West End ABC Baker 
Street, ABC Tottenham Court Road, Clapham 
Picture House, Elephant & Castle Coronet, 
Empire Leicester Square, Hammersmith Virgin, 
Odeon Camden Town, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch, Odeon Swiss Cottage, Ritzy Cinema, 
UCI Whiteleys. Virgin Fulham Road, Virgin 
Trocadero 

RONIN (15) 

Rather than adding value, John Frantenheimer’s 
40 years as a feature director fend an air of 
knackered resignation to his latest movie, which 
stars Robert De Niro. Thrill-an-bour stuff. West 
End- Odeon Mezzanine, Virgin Trocadero 

RUSH HOUR (15) 

Jackie Chan and Chris Dicker’s star in this hit- 
and-miss affair. West End Hammersmith Virgin, 
Odeon Kensmgtcm> Odeon MaableArdi, Odeon 
Swiss Cottage , Plaza, Ritzy Cinema, UCI 
Whiteleys, Virgin Trocadero, Warner Village 
West End 

THERE'S SOMETHING ABOUT MARY (15) 
Ben Stiller. Cameron Diaz and Matt Dillon star 
in the latest comedy from the pathologically 
tasteless writer-director team afFtfer and Bobby 
gferregy (previous repulsive but shamefully funny 
crimes against humanity: Dumb and Dumber and 
Kingpin). The film is basically a soft-centred 
romantic comedy of the kind which drifts out of 
Hollywood on a regular basis. The gags never 
amount to more than vulgar icing on an 
unexceptionally bland cake. West End: ABC 
Piccadilly, Odeon Mezzanine 

THE TRUMAN SHOW (PG) 

See The Independent Recommends, above. 

West End Plaza, Virgin Trocadero 


Virgin Haymarket 


l .- ;• 
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' ™ NEGOTIATOR (15) _ . . 

Samuel L Jackson and Kevin Spacey go head to 
teadm Gray's thrilling drama. The script toss 
prolifectiOtt’ for tank-headed swearing wta 
sounds uneasy in the mouths of such articulate 
peritamers. West End: UCI Whiteleys, Virgm 
Trocadero, WanerWlage V/ 0 st End 

<HV*0F SIGHT (15) 

teeVuHndependent Recommends, 

End: Empire Leicester Square, Odeon 


WHAT DREAMS HAY COME (15) 

Along comes Christinas and out comes What 
Dreams May Come. Robin Williams perfects a 

. ■.! J <id«A lirthh* 



— 

ABC Baker Street, ABC Shaftesbury Anemic, 
Clapham Picture House, Odeon Camden Tbum, 
Odeon Haymarket, Odeon Kensington, Odeon 
Marble Arch. Odeon Swiss Cottage UCI 
Whiteleys . Virgin Chelsea, Virgin Trocadero, 
Warner Village West End 



LISTINGS/15 


the Independent recommends 

THE FIVE BEST FILMS THE FIVE BEST PLAYS THE FIVE BEST SHOWS 


L 


The Thiman Show (1 5) 

Peter Weir's ingenious and unsealing foniasy is, 
in (he end. an escape movie - in the case of 
Jim Carrey's Truman Burbank, it is breaking 
oul of the round-lhc-clock. TV docu-soap that 
is his own life. 

Out of Sight (15) 

This talc of love on opposite sides or (he law from 
director Sieve n Soderbergh knocks spots off every 
previous Elmore Leonard adaptation, and boasts 
in George Clooney and Jennifer Lopez the most 
romantic pairing of the cinematic year. 


My Name is 
Joe (15) 

All that one would 
expect from a Ken 
Loach film - humour, 
indignation, emotional 
sympathy - driven by 
Peter Multan's scary, 
intense performance 
as a recovering 
alcoholic {right). 


The Dream Life 
of Angels (18) 

Erick Zonca's fine debut draws its strength from 
the personalities of Isa (Elodie Bnuchez) and 
Marie (Naiacha Regnier). whose dose friendship 
comes olive amid the drab environs of Lille. 

Antz (PG) 

Computer-animated comedy voiced by a stellar 
cast .and starring Woody Allen as a worker ant 
who becomes an opponent of the colony's 
totalitarian regime. Allen's best work in a while. 

ANTHONY QUINN 




Love Upon Che Throne 

Comedy Theatre 

The Charies and Diana story (well, up to the divorce) 
presented by the National Theatre of BrenL Hilarious 
and oddly touching. To 9 Jan 


Martin Guerre 

West Yorkshire 
Playhouse. Leeds 

It’s third lime lucky 
for this much- 
rewritten Boubil.' 
Schonbcrg musical 
{right). In Conall 
Morrison's starkly 
involving production, 
it finally emerges as 
3 fighter, magnificent 
show. To !3 Feb 


Mr Puntila and His Man Matti 

Albery Theatre 

A well-deserved transfer for this .Almeida hiL 
Comedy duo The Right Size are inspired casting 
for Brecht's witty fable about a splii-personali tv- 
landowner. To 9 Jan 

Angela Carter Cinderella 

Lyric. Hammersmith 

Thfc, feast of inspired seasonal silliness and visual 
magic by* Angela Carter has lashings of drag and 
double entendres, plus the best mice to be found 
anywhere on a West End stage. 7b 9 Jan 

A Month In the Country 

Swan Theatre. Stratford 

Ireland’s finest living dramatist. Brian FrieL adapts 
Turgenev’s proto-Chekhovian comedy. To 20 Feb 

Paul Tailor 


Charlotte Salomon 

Royal Academy 

“Life? Or Theatre?” Salomon's life in pictures. Her 
405 raw gouaches tell the story of the German 
Jewish girl’s haste before Auschwitz - an 
cxpressionistic operetta in three colours. To 17 Jan 

Grinling Gibbons 

Victoria & Albert Museum 
The best chisel-work of the greal 17th-ceniuiy 
English woodcazvcr, who made intricacy and the 
abundance of nature his trademark. To 24 Jan 

Chris OFili 

Whitworth Gallery. Manchester 
This 1998 Turner Prize-winner is an upbeat original, 
his surfaces dense and decorative, with swirls of dots, 
Afros and black icons, and incorporating elephant 
dung. To 24 Jan 

Goya: The Disparates 

Maidstone Museum & Art Gallery 
Goya was deaf, ill and in his seventies when he 
produced bis last scries of etchings. Mysterious in 
intention, it is a void world: life is folly, men fly off 
on wings into darkness. To 23 Jan 

Edtmard 
Burne-Jones 

Birmingham 
Museumfi Art 
Gallery 

This centenary 
exhibition (right) 
gathers together 
many favourites 
illustrating Burne-Jones's romantic and 
medievalist netherworld. To 17 Jan 

tom Lubbock 



CINEMA 

west end 

ABC BAKER STREET 

10870-902 0416) a Baker Street 
The Prince of Egypt T.40pm. 
4pm Scar Trek: Insurrection 
1.20pm, 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
6.05pm. 8.35pm 

ABC PANTON STREET 

(0870-902 0404) O Piccadilly 
Qrc Elizabeth 2.10pm, 5.10pm. 
8.10pm The Last Dints of Disco 
1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.25pm 
Lock, Stock & Two Smoking 
Barrels 1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm My Name Is Joe 1.10pm, 
3.35pm. 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC PICCADILLY 

(0171-287 4322 (from 1pm) 
■e- Piccadilly Grcus Hamam: The 
Turkish Bath 1. 25pm, 3.50pm, 

I 6.10pm. 8.35pm There's 

1 Something About Mary 1.05pm, 
3.30pm, 6pm, 8.25pm 

ABC SHAFTESBURY AVENUE 

(0870-902 0402) e Leic Sq. 
Texas Chainsaw Massacre 
1.40pm. 4.10pm, 6.40pm, 

8.55pm What Dreams May Come 
1 .05pm, 3.40pm. 6.05pm, 

8.30pm 

ABC SWISS CENTRE 

(0870-902 0403) ^ Leicester Sq. 
Buffalo 66 3.40pm. 8.40pm The 
Eel 1.10pm, 3.35pm. 6.05pm, 
i 8.30pm The Governess 1 ,30pm. 

| 3.55pm. 6.15pm, 8.35pm It's a 
| Wonderful life 1.05pm, 6.05pm 
La Vie Revee des Anges 1.1 5pm. 
3.35pm, 5.55pm. 8.15pm 

ABC TOTTENHAM COURT 
ROAD 

(0870-902 0414) O Tottenham 
Court Road Antz 4.45pm, 
9.45pm Enemy of The State 
i 1.05pm. 3.45pm, 6.25pm. 

9.10pm The Prince of Egypt 
2pm. 7.55pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1.20pm. 4pm. 
6.50pm. 9.35pm 

BARBICAN SCREEN 

(0171-638 8891) O Barbican The 
Mighty 6.15pm, 8.40pm Sitcom 
6.15pm, B.40pm 

CHELSEA CINEMA 

(0171-351 3742) O Sloane Sq. 
On Connait la Chanson 1 pm. 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.35pm 

CLAPHAM PICTURE HOUSE 

(0171-498 3323) ■©• Clapham 
Common Enemy of The State 
6.20pm, 9pm The Mask of Zorro 
.1.15pm. 4pm The Parent Trap 
‘3.45pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.30pm. 3.30pm Sitcom 5.30pm. 
7.30pm. 9.3 Opm What Dreams 
May Come 6.45pm. 9.1 5pm 

CURZON MAYFAIR 

(0171-369 1720) O Green Park 
Dancing at Lughnasa 4.15pm. 
9pm The Philadelphia Story 
2pm, 6.30pm 

CURZON MINEMA 

(0171-369 1723) O Hyde Park 
Comer Elizabeth 2.20pm, 
6.40pm Rre 4.35pm. 9pm 

CURZON SOHO 
(0171-734 2255 (12pm-6pm)) G 
Leicester 5q. Casablanca 1.45pm. 
6.45pm Elizabeth 4pm. 9pm The 
Mighty 1pm. 5.15pm. 7.15pm 
My Name Is Joe 3pm. 9.15pm 
Sitcom 1.30pm. 3.30pm. 

5.30pm, 7.30pm, 9.30pm 

ELEPHANT AND CASTLE 
CORONET 

(0171-703 4968) O Elephant & 
Castle The Prince of Egypt 
4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.3Spm Star 
T*ek: Insurrection 4pm. 6.20pm, 
8.40pm 

EMPIRE LEICESTER SQUARE 
(0990-888990) 9 Leicester Sq. 
Out Of Sight 12.10pm, 2.55pm. 
530pm. B35pm The Prince of 
Egypt 10.45am, 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm Sts- Trek: 
insurrection 11pm, 1.30pm. 

4pm. 6.30pm, 9pm 

GATE NOTTING HILL 

(0171-727 4043) O Notting Hill 
Gate The Add House 1.15pm. 
3.45pm. 6.15pm. 8.50pm 

HAMMERSMITH VIRGIN 

(0870-907 0718) ■©■ Ravenscourt 
Fhrfc Enemy of The Seace 3pm, 
6.10pm. 9.10pm Hie Prince of 
Egypt 12noon, 2.10pm, 4J20pm. 
6.30pm Rush Hour B.40pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1pm, 3.30pm. 
6,20pm. 8.50pm 


ICA CINEMA 

(0171-930 3647) ^ Charing 
Cross Gay Sex in the 
Mainstream: Talk with Paul 
Burston and Aiden Shaw 7pm 
Sex/XIfe in LA 7pm. 9pm 

METRO 

(0171-734 1506) -e Piccadilly 
Circus The Apple 3pm. 5pm. 
7pm. 9pm The Boys 4.15pm. 
8.45pm Fire 2pm. 6.30pm 

NOTTING HILL CORONET 

(0171-727 6705) «■ Notting Hill 
Gate Enemy of the State 
3pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON CAMDEN TOWN 

(08705-050007) O Camden Town 
The Add House 1 1 ,50am. 
2.05pm. 4.20pm. 6.35pm. 

8.55pm Enemy of the State 
1 2.05pm. 2.45pm, 5.30pm. 

8.30pm The Mask of Zorro 
3.30pm, 8.35pm The Prince of 
Egypt 1 1 .45am. 1 .55pm 

Scar Trek: Insurrection 12.15pm. 
2.25pm, 4.35pm. 6.45pm, 

9.10pm What Dreams May Come 
4pm. 6.15pm. 8.45pm 

ODEON HAYMARKET 

(08705-050007) e Piccadilly 
Grcus What Dreams May Come 
1.10pm. 3.35pm. 6.05pm, 

6.40pm 

ODEON KENSINGTON 

(08705-050007) G- High Street 
Kensington Babe: Pig in the City 
12.10pm Enemy of the State 
12.05pm. 3.10pm, 6.15pm, 

9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
2.25pm. 5.40pm. 8.55pm Out of 
Sight 6.20pm, 9.20pm The 
Parent TFap 1 2.50pm. 3.35pm 
The Prince of Egypt 12.45pm. 
3pm. 5.15pm. 7.30pm Rush 
Hour 9.50pm Sear Trek: 
Insurrection 2pm. 4.35pm. 
7.10pm, 9.45pm What Dreams 
May Come 1.30pm. 4.1Spm. 
7pm, 9.45pm 

ODEON LEICESTER SQUARE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester Sq. 
The Mask of Zorro 11.40am, 
2.30pm, 5.25pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON MARBLE ARCH 

(08705-050007) O Marble Arch 
Enemy of the State 12noon, 
3.05pm. 6.05pm. 9.05pm 

The Mask of Zorro 1 1 ,45am. 
2.50pm, 5.55pm. 9.05pm The 
Parent Trap 12.15pm. 3.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1 1.55am. 
2.15pm, 4.30pm. 6.45pm Rush 
Hour 9pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 1pm. 3.35pm. 
6.10pm, 8.55pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm. 8.50pm 

ODEON MEZZANINE 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester Sq. 
Elizabeth 12.35pm. 3.05pm. 

5.35pm. 8.20pm Lock, Stock 6 
Two Smoking Barrels 1.25pm, 
3.55pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm Les 
MiseirabJes 3.30prn, 8.30pm 

Mulan 1.40pm. 3.50pm Ronln 
5.55pm. 8.25pm Snake Eyes 
1 .05pm. 6pm There’s Something 
About Mary 12.45pm. 3.15pm. 
5.45pm. 8.20pm 

ODEON SWISS COTTAGE 

(08705-050007) Q Swiss 
Cottage Babe: Pfg In the City 
12.10pm Enemy of the State 
12.10pm. 2.50pm. 5.35pm. 

8.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
2. 1 5pm. 5. 1 5pm. 8. 1 5pm Out of 
Sight 8.25pm The Parent Trap 
1.1 5pm The Prince of Egypt 
1pm. 3.25pm. 5.55pm 

Rush Hour 4pm. 8.50pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 12.45pm. 
3.30pm, 6pm,8.30pm What 

Dreams May Come 12.30pm, 
3.15pm. 5.45pm. 8,30pm 

ODEON WEST END 

(08705-050007) Q Leicester Sq. 
Enemy of the State 12.30pm, 
3.20pm, 5.30pm, 6.15pm. 

8.25pm, 9.10pm The Parent Trap 
12.05pm. 2.45pm 

pepsi imax cinema 

(0171-494 4153) O Piccadilly 
Orcus Everest 1 2.35pm. 
2.40pm. 4.45pm. 7pm. 9.05pm 
T-Rew Back to the Cretaceous 
(3-D) 1 1 .30am. 1 .35pm, 3.40pm, 
5.45pm. 8pm, 10.05pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA 

(0181-444 6789) ^ East Finchley 
Elizabeth 6.15pm Left Luggage 
1.45pm. 4pm Out of Sight 
8.55pm 

PLAZA 

(0990-888990) O Piccadilly 
Grcus The Add House 12.30pm. 
3.20pm. 6.10pm. 9pm Babe: Pig 
in the dey 12.45pm. 3.10pm. 
5.30pm Rush Hour 1.30pm. 
4pm, 6.30pm. 9pm The Truman 
Show 3.35pm. 8.40pm 


RENOIR 

{0171-837 8402) O Russell Sq. 
The Apple 1pm. 2.55pm, 
4.30pm. 6.45pm. 8.45pm On 
Connait la Chanson 3.45pm. 
8.35pm The Philadelphia Story 
1.25pm. 6.15pm 

RIO CINEMA 

(0171-254 6677) BR: Dalston 
Kingsland The Exorcist 8.45pm 
The Governess 1.30pm Kundun 
3.45pm Rien Ne Va Plus 6.30pm 

RITZY CINEMA 

(0171-733 2229) e Brixton The 
Add House 1.45pm. 4.15pm. 
6.45pm. 9.15pm Enemy of the 
State 12.55pm, 3.30pm, 

6.50pm. 9.25pm The Mask of 
Zorro 12.50pm. 3.35pm. 6.25pm 
Out of Sight 6.35pm. 9pm The 
Prince of Egypt 4.30pm Rush 
Hour 9.10pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.30pm, 4.45pm. 
7pm. 9.20pm The Umbrellas of 
Cherbourg 2.20pm 

SCREEN ON BAKER STREET 

(0171-935 2772) Baker Street 
Enemy of the State 2 .40pm . 
5.30pm. 8.20pm Left Luggage 
2.30pm. 4.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

SCREEN ON THE GREEN 

(0171-226 3520) ■© Angel 

Enemy of the State 2.40pm. 
5.30pm. 8.20pm 

SCREEN ON THE HILL 

(0171-435 3366) ■» Belsize Park 
Left Luggage 4.40pm The 
Mighty 2.40pm. 6.50pm. 9pm 

THE TRICYCLE CINEMA 

(0171-328 1000) ■©■ Kilbum 

Bringing Up Baby 3pm Enemy 
of the State 6.20pm. 8.55pm 

UO WHTTELEYS 

(0870-603 4567) O Bayswater 
Antz 2.50pm Babe: Pig In the 
aty 3.30pm Enemy of the State 
3.40pm. 6pm. 6.30pm. 8.50pm. 
9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
phone for details The Negotiator 
phone for details Out of Sight 
phone for details The Parent 
■frap phone for derails The 
Prince of Egypt phone for 
details Rush Hour 5.10pm. 
7.30pm, 9.50pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 4.40pm. 7.10pm. 
9.40pm What Dreams May 
Come 4.10pm. 6.40pm. 9.10pm 

VIRGIN CHELSEA 

(0870-907 0710) d Sloane Sq. 
Enemy of the State 2.15pm. 
5pm. 8.45pm Out of Sight 
2.45pm. 6pm. 8.30pm Sitcom 
2.30pm. 5pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 
1.30pm. 4pm. 6.30pm. 9pm 

VIRGIN FULHAM ROAD 

(0870-907 0711) & Sooth 

Kensington The Add House 
1 .1 Opm. 3.45pm. 6.50pm, 

9.30pm Elizabeth 9pm Enemy 
of the State 12.30pm. 3.10pm. 
6pm, 9.20pm The Mask of Zorro 
12.20pm. 3.10pm. 6.10pm. 

9.10pm The Mighty 1pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 8.45pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.1 Opm. 2. 1 5pm. 
4.25pm, 6.40pm Star Trek: 

Insurrection 1pm. 3.30pm. 
5.45pm, 8.30pm 

VIRGIN HAYMARKET 

(0870-907 0712) «- Piccadilly 
Circus The Add House 2.40pm. 
5.25pm, 8.10pm (+ Short) The 
Mighty 12.40pm. 3.10pm, 

5.50pm, 8.25pm 

VIRGIN TROCADERO 
(0870-907 0716) -O Piccadilly 
Oreus Antz 12.20pm. 2.10pm. 
4.05pm. 6.10pm Hie Negotiator 
8.30pm Out of Sight i2noon, 
2.50pm. 5.40pm. 8.30pm The 
Prince of Egypt 1 2 .50pm, 
3.20pm. 5.50pm. 8.10pm Ronln 
9pm Rush Hour 12.10pm, 
2.25pm, 4.40pm. 7pm, 9.20pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 12noon, 
2.20pm. 4.40pm, 7pm. 9.15pm 
The Truman Show 1 pm. 3.30pm. 
6.10pm What Dreams May 
Come 12.30pm, 3.10pm. 6pm. 
8.50pm 

WARNER VILLAGE WEST END 

(0171-437 4343) e Leicester Sq. 
The Arid House 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.40pm, 9.30pm Blade 1.40pm. 
4.10pm, 7pm. 9.35pm The 
Exorcist 9pm Lethal Weapon 4 
12. 30pm. 3.30pm. 6pm Lock, 
Stock & TWO Smoking Barrels 
6. 1 0pm. 8.30pm Mulan 1 1.45pm 
The Negotiator 1 1 .40am. 
2.40pm. 5.40pm. 8.40pm A 
Perfect Murder 1 . 1 0pm. 
3.40pm. 6.20pm. 9.1 Opm Rush 
Hour 1.20pm. 3.55pm. 6.10pm. 
6.30pm. 8.50pm What Dreams 
May Come 12.20pm, 1.50pm. 
3pm. 4.20pm. 5.30pm. 6.50pm, 
8.20pm. 9 -20pm. 


Cinema 

LONDON LOCUS 

ACTON 

PARK ROYAL WARNER VILLAGE 
(0181-896 0066) Q Park Royal 
Antz 5.40pm. 7.40pm Babe: Pig in 
The Oty 1.20pm. 3.30pm Blade 
9.30pm Enemy of the State 
12.40pm. 2.40pm. 3.40pm. 
5.40pm. 6.40pm. 8.40pm. 9.40pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 2.20pm. 
5.20pm, 8.20pm The Parent Trap 
3pm. 6pm The Prince of Egypt 
1pm. 3.20pm. 5.30pm. 7.40pm. 
1 Opm Rush Hour 2.30pm. 5.05pm. 
7.20pm. 9.70pm. 9.50pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm. 
6.30pm. 9pm What Dreams May 
Come 1.10pm. 3.40pm, 6.10pm. 
8.50pm 

BARNET 

ODEON (0B705 050007) O High 
Barnet Babe: Pig In The Gey T2noon 
Enemy of the State 1 2.1 5pm. 3pm. 
3.45pm. 8.30pm The Mask Of Zor- 
ro 2.15pm. 5.15pm. 8pm The Par- 
ent Trap 1pm. 3pm The Prince of 
Egypt 12.30pm. 3 pm. 6pm Rush 
Hour 9pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 2.45pm. 3.1 5pm. 6.30pm. 8.45pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.30pm. 
8.15pm 

BECKENHAM 

ABC (0870 9020412) BR: Becken- 
ham Junction Babe: Fig In The City 
1Z.40pm Enemy of the State 
5.40pm, 8.25pm The Parent Trap 
2.55pm The Prince of Egypt 
1 .25pm. 3.40pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1.30pm. 3.55pm. 6.20pm. 
8.45pm What Dreams May Come 
5.55pm. 8.30pm 

BEXLEYHEATH 

dNEWORLD (0181-303 1550) BR: 
Bodeyheach Antz 1 1.10am, l.iopm 
Babe: Mg In The Qty 1 1 .20am En- 
emy of die State 12.20pm. 3pm. 
5.50pm. 6.55pm. 8.30pm. 9.35pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 1 pm, 3.45pm. 
6.30pm. 9 20pm The Mighty 1 pm, 
3.30pm. 5.40pm, 7.50pm. 9.55pm 
The Parent Trap 11am. 1.30pm, 
4. 1 0pm The Prince of Egypt 1 lam. 

1 . 1 0pm. 3.20pm. 5.20pm. 7.25pm. 
9.40pm Rush Hour 3.10pm. 
5.20pm, 7.40pm, 10pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 11.45am. 1.30pm, 
2.15pm, 3.55pm. 4.45pm, 6.30pm. 
7.15pm. 9pm. 9.45pm What 
Dreams May Come 2.15pm. 
4.40pm, 7.10pm, 9.40pm 

BROMLEY 

ODEON (08705 050007) Bft Brom- 
ley North Enemy of the State 
2.50pm. S.40pm, 8.30pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 1 ,45pm. 5.05pm, 
8.20pm The Parent Trap 12.15pm 
The Prince of Egypt 1.15pm, 
3.50pm Rush Hour 6. 1 5pm, 9pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1pm. 
3.45pm. 6.30pm. 8.55pm 

CATEORD 

ABC (0181-698 3306) BR: Catford 
Babe: Pig In The Oty 1 .15pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 3.30pm. 6pm. 
8.40pm What Dreams May Come 
5.45pm. 8.30pm 

CROYDON 

OjOCKTOWER (0181-253 1030} 
BR: Croydon West Babe: Pig In The 
Gty 1 1am Ckienta Paradise i ,45pm 
The Mighty 4pm. 6. 1 5pm. 8.30pm 

SAFARI (01 81 -688 3422) BR: West 
Croydon. The Parent Tfop 1 2. 1 Opm, 
2.45pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
12 noon, 3pm, 6pm. 8.30pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-680 
8090) BR: East Croydon Antz 
5. 1 0pm. 7.1 Opm Babe: Pig In The 
Cicy 12.25pm, 2,50pm Blade 
9.40pm Enemy of the State 
1 2.40pm. 3.40pm. 6.30pm, 9.30pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 12.05pm. 
3.20pm. 6.20pm. 9.20pm Mulan 
10.35am The Parent Trap 12.50pm. 
3.50pm. 6.50pm The Prince of 
Egypt 11am. 1.30pm, 4pm. 
6.45pm. 9.10pm Rush Hour 
12.10pm. 2.35pm. 5pm. 7.20pm, 
9.50pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1pm. 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 
What Dreams May Come 1 2.35pm, 
3.10pm. 5.50pm. 8.40pm 

DAGENHAM 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-592 
2020) -O Dagenham Heathway Antz 
5.40pm. 7.40pm Babe: Pig In The 
Oty 3.30pm Blade 9.40pm Enemy 
of the State 3.20pm, 3.50pm. 
6.10pm, 6.40pm. 9pm. 9.30pm 
The Mask Of Zorro 3pm. 5 50pm, 
8.40pm The Parent Trap 3.40pm. 
6.30pm The Prince or Egypt 2pm. 
4.20pm. 6.40pm. 8.50pm Rush 
Hour 3pm. 5.20pm, 7.40pm, 
9.20pm. 10pm Scar Ihdu Insur- 
rection 2.10pm, 4.30pm, 6.50pm. 
9.10pm What Dreams May Come 
2.20pm. 4.50pm. 7.20pm, 9.50pm 


EALING 

VIRGIN UXBRIDGE ROAD (0870- 
907071 9) ■©■ Ealing Broadway En- 
emy of the State 1 2.30pm. 3.2 0pm. 
6pm. 8.40pm The Mask OF Zorro 
8.30pm The Prince of Egypt 

I. 10pm. 3.40pm, 6.20pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 12.45pm. 
3.30pm, 6.10pm, 8.45pm 

EDMONTON 

LEE VALLEY Ud 12 (0990-888990) 
Q Tottenham Hale Antz phone for 
details Babe: Pig In The City phone 
for details Blade phone for d etails 
Doll Sajake Rakhna phone for de- 
tails Enemy of the State phone for 
details Kuril Kuril Hota Hal phone 
for details The Mask Of Zorro 
phone for details The Mighty phone 
for details Mulan phone for details 
The Negotiator phone for details 
The Parent Trap phone for details 
The Player’s Club phone for details 
The Prince of Egypt phone for de- 
tails Rush Hour phone for details 
Saving Private Ryan phone for de- 
rails Small Soldiers phone for de- 
tails Star Trek: Insurrection phone 
for details What Dreams May 
Come phone for details 

ELEPHANT ft CASTLE 

CORONET (0171-703 4968) Q 
Elephant 6 Castle The Prince of 
Egypt 4.10pm, 6.30pm, 8.35pm 
Scar Trek: Insurrection 4 pm. 
6.20pm. 8.40pm 

FELTHAM 

CJNEWORLD THE MOVIES (0181- 
867 0555) BR: Felcham Antz 11am. 
1 pm. 3pm Babe: Pig In The City 

I I . 45am. 2.1 Opm. 4.30pm Blade 
10pm Enemy of the State 
T 2.30pm. 3.15pm, 6.15pm, 7pm. 
9.10pm, 9.50pm Jhoole Bole 
Kauwa Kaate 3.15pm. 9,50pm 
Kuch Kuril Hota Hai 11.10am, 
2.40pm, 6.10pm, 9.40pm Kudrat 
2.30pm. 9.30pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 12noon. 3pm. 6pm, 9pm The 
Mighty 5pm. 7.10pm. 9.25pm 
Mother 1 1 ,05am. 6.05pm Naseeb 
2.55pm. 9.45pm Out Of Sight 
6.50pm, 9.35pm The Parent Trap 
11am. 1.50pm. 4.30pm The Prince 
of Egypt 11.20am. 1.30pm. 
3.40pm. 5.50pm, 8pm Rush Hour 
1 1.50am, 2.05pm, 4.25pm. 6.45pm. 
9.10pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
11am, 12noon. 1.30pm, 2.15pm. 
3.55pm, 4.45pm, 6.30pm, 7.1 Opm, 
8.50pm, 9.35pm Wajood 1 1 .35am. 
6.25pm What Dreams May Come 
1 1 .05am. 1 .40pm. 4.10pm. 6.55pm. 
9.30pm Zakhm 1 1 ,25am. 6.20pm 

NORTH FINCHLEY 
WARNER VILLAGE (0181-446 
9344) © East Finchley Antz 
4.10pm. 7pm Babe: Pig tai The 
City 10.50am. 1.20pm Enemy of 
the State 11.20am. 2.45pm, 
6.10pm. 9.10pm The Mask 
Of Zorro 12.30pm. 3.30pm, 
6.25pm, 9.20pm Mulan 10.40am 
The Negotiator 9 -2 5pm The Parent 
Trap 10.15am. 1,15pm. 2.30pm. 
6.30pm The Prince of Egypt 
10.20am. 12.50pm. 3.10pm. 
5.50pm. 8.40pm Rush Hour 
11.15am. 1.25pm, 3.40pm. 6pm. 
8.30pm Small Soldiers 10.25am 
Star "frek: Insurrection 1 1 am. 
1.30pm, 4pm 6.40pm. 9pm What 
Dreams May Come 12.45pm. 
3.20pm, 6.50pm. 9.35pm 

FINCHLEY ROAD 
WARNER VILLAGE (0171-604 
3110) •©■ Finchley Road Antz 
2.30pm, 4.45pm, 6.45pm Babe: 
Pfg In The Oty 12.30pm. 2.50pm 
Enemy of die State 12.20pm. 
3.10pm. 6.10pm 9.1 Opm The Mask 
Of Zorro 12.40pm. 3.40pm. 
6.40pm, 9.40pm The Negotiator 
9.50pm Out Of Sight 7.05pm 
The Parent Ttap 1 ,20pm. 4.10pm 
The Prince of Egypt i.40pm. 
4pm. 6.20pm. 8.40pm Rush 
Hour 5.10pm. 7.30pm, 10pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 2.05pm, 
4.35pm. 7pm. 9.30pm 
What Dreams May Come 1pm, 
3.35pm. 6.10pm. 8.55pm 

GOLDERSGRB3V 
ABC (0181-455 1 724) & Golders 
Green Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .45pm. 4.05pm. 6.25pm. 8.45pm 

GREENWICH 

CINEMA (0181-293 0101) 
BR: Greenwich Elizabeth 1.15pm 
Enemy of the State 3.20pm. 
6.05pm. 8.50pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 3.30pm. 6.15pm. 9pm 
The Patent Trap ipm The Prince 
of Egypt 1 2.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 2.45pm. 5pm. 7.15pm. 
9.30pm 

HAMPSTEAD 

ABC (0870-9020413) O Belsize 
Park Enemy of the State 
5.25pm, 8. 1 0pm The Fferent Trap 
2.20pm The Prince of Egypt 
1.25pm, 3.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 3.30pm. 6.10pm. 
8.40pm What Dreams May Come 
6pm, 8.30pm 
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HAMMERSMITH 

VIRGIN (0870-907 07 1 8) 0 Raren- 
scourt Ffcrk/Hammersmith Enemy 
Of The Scale 3pm, 6. 10pm. 9.10pm 
The Prince Of Egypt 12noon, 
2.10pm. 4.20pm. 6.30pm Rush 
Hour 8.40pm Scar Trek: Insurrec- 
tion 1pm. 3.30pm. 6.20pm. 830pm 

HARROW 

SAFARI CINEMA (01 B1 -426 0303) 
0 Harrow on the HIII/Harrow 6 
Wealds tone Fire 8.30pm The Sol- 
dier (Asian Rim) 1 .30pm, 5pm 

WARNER VILLAGE (0181-427 
9009) © Harrow on the Hill Antz 
5.50pm, 7.50pm Babe: Pig tn The 
Gey 1 .05pm, 3.30pm Enemy Of The 
State 9.20am, 12.10pm, 12.55pm, 
3pm. 3.50pm, 6pm, 6.40pm. 9pm, 
9.25pm The Mask Of Zorro 
f 1 .25am. 2.25pm. 5.25pm. 8.30pm 
The Parent Trap 1 -20pm. 4. 1 0pm. 
6.55pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1 1 .50am. 2.05pm, 4.35pm, 6.50pm, 
9.15pm Rush Hour l2noon, 
2.1 5pm. 4.45pm. 7.05pm. 9.35pm. 
10pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .15pm, 3.40pm. 6.1 0pm. 8.45pm 
What Dreams May Come 1 .30pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm, 9.05pm 

HOLLOWAY 

ODEON (08705-050007) 0 Hol- 
loway Road/ Archway Antz 12.10 
Babe: Pig In The City 12.10pm En- 
emy Of The State Unoon, 2.20pm. 
2.45pm. 5.10pm, 5.35pm, 8pm, 
8.35pm Little Yoke 6.30pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 2.05pm, 5.10pm, 
8.25pm Out OF Sight 5.50pm. 
8. 35pm The Parent Trap 1 2.25pm. 
3.05pm The Prince Of Egypt 
12.10pm, 2.20pm. 4.35pm, 6.50pm 
Rush Hour 3.5Spm. 8.35pm. 
9.05pm Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .1 5pm, 3.45pm. 6.20pm, 8.50pm 
What Dreams May Come 1 2.40pm. 
3.05pm. 5.45pm, 8.50pm 

ILFORD 

ODEON (08705 050007) 0 Gants 
Hill Babe: Pig in TheGty 1 2.05pm 
Enemy Of The State l2noon. 
2.40pm. 5.30pm. S.20pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 2.15pm. 5.15pm, 
8.10pm The Parent Trap 12.10pm. 
3pm The Prince Of Egypt 1 -50pm, 
4. 1 Opm Rush Hour 6J0pm, 8.40pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 1,40pm. 
4pm. 6.30pm, 8.50pm What 
Dreams May Come 5.50pm, 
8.30pm 

KINGSTON UPON THAMES 

ABC OPTIONS (0870-9020409) 
BR: Kingston Babe: Pig In The Gty 
12.15pm Enemy Of The State 
5.1 5pm, 8.05pm The Parent Trap 
2.25pm The Prince Of Egypt 
1 . 1 5pm, 3.30pm Scar Trek: Insur- 
rection 1 . 1 5pm, 3.40pm. 6.05pm, 
8.30pm 

MUSWELL HILL 

ODEON (08705-050007) 0 High- 


The Mask Of Zorro 1 2.20pm, 3pm 
The Fteenc Trap 12.20pm, 3pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1 2.1 5pm, 2.20pm. 
4.30pm, 5.35pm Rush Hour 
3.30pm. 5.50pm. 8.30pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1 ,30pm. 330pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm 

STRATFORD 
NEW STRATFORD PICTURE 
HOUSE (0181-555 3366) BR/O 
Stratford East Babe: Mg In The Oty 
1.45pm The Mask Of Zorro 
12.10pm, 3pm. 5.50pm. 8.35pm 
The Parent Trap 12.40pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1 2 noon. 2.05pm. 
4.30pm. 6.45pm Star Thek: Insur- 
rection 3.45pm, 6.15pm. 9.10pm 
What Dreams May Come 9pm 

SURREY QUAYS 

Ua (0990-888990) ^Surrey Quays 
. Babe: Mg In The City 3.20pm En- 
emy Of The State 3.40pm, 6pm. 
6.40pm. 8.50pm, 9.45pm The 
Mask Of Zorro 3.10pm. 6.10pm, 
9.20pm Mulan 10-2 0am The N« 
gotiator 10pm Out Of Sight 
8.40pm The Parent Tfcap 3pm, 
5.50pm The Prince Of Egypt 
3.30pm, 5pm, 7.30pm Rush Hour 
7.30pm. 9.50pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 3.50pm. 4.15pm. 6.30pm, 
7pm, 9pm, 9.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 3.40pm. 6.20pm, 
9.10pm 

SUTTON 

UCI 6 (0990-888990) O- Morden 
Antz phone for details Babe: Pig 
In The Gty phone for details En« 
my Of The State phone for details 
The Mask Of Zorro phone for de- 
tails Out Of Sight phone for details 
The Parent ltep phone for details 
The Prince Or Egypt phone for de- 
tails Rush Hour phone for details 
Star Trek: Insurrection phone for 
details What Dreams May Come 
phone for details 

TURNPIKE LANE 

CORONET (0181-838 2519) 0 
Turnpike Lane. Enemy Of The State 
3pm. 5.45pm, 6.20pm The Prince 
Or Egypt 4.10pm, 6.30pm. 8.35pm 

UXBRIDGE 

ODEON (08705-050007) 


Theatre 

WEST END 


ridge I 
\ Of Tt 


r ite Enemy OF The State 2.50pm, 
45pm. 8.25pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 5. 1 5pm. 8.1 5pm The Fvmt 
Trap 1 2.1 5pm The Prince Of Egypt 
12.50pm. 3pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1 1. 40am. 1.50pm. 4.15pm, 
6.35pm. 8.50pm 

PECKHAM 

PREMIER (0181-235 3006) BR: 
Peckham Rye Antz 1 .50 Babe: Mg 
In The Gty 1 2noon Enemy or The 
State T 2.35pm 3.20pm. 6.05pm, 
8.50pm. 1 1 35pm (Fri) The Mask 
Of Zorro 3.30pm, 6.1 5pm. 9pm The 
Mighty 1.55pm. 4.10pm. 6.20pm. 
8.30pm The Parent Trap 11. 45am. 
2.10pm The Prince Of Egypt 
2.35pm Rush Hour 2.45pm, 5pm. 
7.1 5pm, 9.30pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 4.40pm. 7.05pm. 9.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 4.35pm. 
7pm. 9.25pm 

PURLEY 

ABC (0870-9020407) BR: Purley- 
Babe: Pig In The City 1 2.05pm En- 
emy Of The State 4.55pm, 8pm The 
Parent Trap 2.20pm Scar Itek: In- 
surrection 12.55pm, 3.20pm. 
6.20pm. 8.30pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.50pm, 8.20pm 

PUTNEY 

ABC (0870-9020401) 0 Putney 
Bridge- BR: Putney Babe: Pig In The 
City 1 .1 5pm Enemy Of The State 
5.1 5pm. 8. 1 5pm The Parent Trap 
2.15pm Star Thek: Insurrection 
3.30pm. 6pm. 8.30pm What 
Dreams May Come 5.45pm. 
8.25pm 

RICHMOND 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O- 
Richmond Enemy Of The State 
1 2. 1 Opm. 3pm. 6pm. 9pm Star 
Trek: Insurrection 1.30pm. 4pm, 
6.50pm. 9.30pm 

ODEON STUDIO (08705 050007) 
BR/O' Richmond Antz 1 pm. 3pm 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 1 .30pm Out 
OF Sight 6.30pm. 9 20pm The 
Parent Trap 1 .10pm, 3.50pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 12noon. 2.10pm. 
4.20pm Rush Hour 5pm, 7.20pm, 
9.40pm What Dreams May Come 
3.40pm, 6.50pm. 9.20pm 

ROMFORD 

ABC (0870-902 0419) BR: Romford 
Babe: Pig in The Oty 1 2.30pm En- 
emy Or The State 5.20pm. 8.10pm 
The Parent Trap 2.40pm The Prince 
Or Egypt 12.55pm. 3.05pm Star 
TheJc Insurrection 1 20pm. 3.45pm. 
6.10pm. B.35pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.40pm, 8.20pm 

ODEON LIBERTY 2 (08705 
050007) BR: Romford Anczl 2 noon 
Babe: Pig In The Gty 12.15pm. 
2.20pm. 4.30pm. 6.30pm Enemy 
Of The State 12.905pm, 2.45pm. 
5.30pm. 8.15pm The Mask Of 
Zorro 2.20pm. 5.20pm. 8.20pm The 
Mighty 9pm The Parent Trap 
12.45pm. 3.30pm. 6.15pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1.45pm, 4pm. 
6.15pm, 8.30pm Rush Hour 
2.15pm. 4.30pm, 6.45pm, 9pm 
Small Soldiers 12. 10pm Star D-efc 
Insurrection 1 30pm, 4pm. 6.30pm, 
8.50pm What Dreams May Come 
1 35pm. 4pm, 6.20pm, 8.45pm 

S1DCUP 

ABC (0541-555131) BR: SidcupThe 
Prince Of Egypt 1pm. 3.20pm 
Sliding Doors 11.30am. 1.25pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.30pm. 
6pm, 8.40pm What Dreams May 
Come 5.45pm, 8.30pm 

STAPLES CORNER 
VIRGIN (0870-907 0717) BR: CricK- 
iewood Enemy Of The State 
12.15pm. 3.15pm. 6.15pm. 9.10pm 
The Mask Or Zorro 1 2 noon. 3pm. 
6pm. 9pm The Mighty 8.30pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 12.30pm, 2.30pm. 
4.30pm. 6.30pm Rush Hour 3pm. 
6.40pm. 9.1 5pm Star Trek: Insur- 
rection 1pm, 3.25pm. 6.30pm. 
9pm What Dreams May Come 
2.30pm. 5.35pm. 8.15pm 

STREATHAM 

ABC (0870-902 0415) BR: 
Streatham Hill Antz 1 .50pm Babe: 
Pig In The Gty 1 ,45pm The Mighty 
4.20pm, 6.20pm. S.4Spm The 
Prince Of Egypt 1. 40pm. 3.45pm 
Star Trek: Insurrection 3.50pm. 
6.15pm, 8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm. 8.30pm 

ODEON (08705-050007) 
BR: Streatham Hill/ 

■& Brlxconf Clapham Common Babe: 
Mg In The Gty 1.10pm Blade 
8.40pm Enemy Of The State 
12 10pm. 2.55pm. 5.40pm. 8.25pm 


emy Of The State 2.10pm. 5.20pm. 
8.15pm The Prince OF Egypt 
12noon Star Trek: Insurrection 
1 .25pm. 3.50pm. 6.1 5pm. 8.40pm 

WALTHAMSTOW 

ABC (0870-9020424) 0 Waltham- 
stow Central Babe: Pig in The Gty 
12.45pm Enemy Of The State 
5.20pm, 8pm The Parent Trap 
2.45pm Star TVek: Insurrection 
1.20pm. 3.40pm, 6pm. 8.20pm 
What Dreams May Come 5.55pm, 
8.20pm 

WALTON ON THAMES 
THE SCREEN AT WALTON (01932- 
252825) BR: l/UaJron on Thames 
Enemy OF The State 5.25pm. 
B.IOpmThe Parent Trap 2.35pm 
5tar Trek: Insurrection 4.15pm, 
6.30pm. 8.45pm 

WELL HALL 
CORONET (0181-850 3351) BR: 
Eltham The Prince Of Egypt 
4.10pm. 6.30pm, 8.35pm 

WIMBLEDON 

ODEON (08705-050007) BR/O 
Wlmbledon/o South Wimbledon 
Antz 1 1 .30am Babe: Pig In The 
City 11.45am Enemy Of The 
State 11.45am, 2.30pm. 5.25pm. 
8.20pm The Mask Of Zorro 
1.55pm, 5pm, 8.1 Opm The Parent 
Trap 1.20pm. 3.55pm Rush Hour 
6.30pm, 8.45pm Star Trek: 
Insurrection 12.25pm. 3.1 Opm. 
5.55pm. 8.45pm What Dreams 
May Come 6pm, 8.35pm 

WOODFORD 

ABC (0181-989 3463) 0 South 
Woodford Babe: Pig In The Gty 
1 2.30pm Enemy Of The State 
5.30pm. 8.10pm The Prince Of 
Egypt 1pm. 3.10pm Star Trek: In- 
surrection 1.20pm. 3.40pm. 
6.10pm. 8.40pm What Dreams 
May Come 5.40pm. 8.20pm 

WOOLWICH 
CORONET (0181-854 5043) BR: 
Woolwich Arsenal Enemy OF The 
State 3pm, 5.45pm. 8.20pm The 
Prince Of Egypt 4.10pm. 6.30pm. 
8.35pm 


Ticket availability details are for to- 
day: times and prices for the week; 
running times Include intervals. # 
— Seats at all prices I — Seats at 
some prices O — Returns only 
Matinees — [1 ): Sun. [3]: Tue, (4J: 
Wed. I5|: Thur. (6): Fri. [7J: Sat 

I ALARMS AND EXCURSIONS 

Michael Frayn's new comedy about 
a dinner party which is interrupted 
by mysterious messages stars 
Felicity Eendal and Josie Lawrence. 
Gielgud Shaftesbury Avenue. W1 
(0171-494 5065) 0 PIcc Grc. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm. [5](71 3pm. 
E19.50-E27.50. 130 mins. 

ft AMADEUS David Sachet stars as 
Salieri in Peter Shaffer’s drama. 
Old Vic The Cut, SE1 (0171-928 
761 6/cc 420 0000) BR/0 Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. [41 2.30pm. [7( 
3pm. £7.50-£30. 180 mins. 

•AftME fta^ to riches story of the 
nauseatingly optimistic orphan. 
Victoria Palace Victoria Street, SW1 
(0171-834 1317) BR/©- Vtctoria. 
Tue-Sar 7.30pm. [4IJ7J 2.30pm, [TJ 
4pm, E7.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

* ART Lairy Lamb, Jack Dee, Tim 
Hea Jy star in Ybsmina Reza's com- 
edy. Wyndham's Charing Goss 
Road. WC2 (0171-369 1736/cc 
867 11 11)«-LeicSq. Tue-Sat 8pm. 
[4| 3pm. [7][1] 5pm. E9.50-E27.50. 
90 mins. 

• BEAUTY AND THE BEAST 

Fhmijy musical based on Dtsoqr’s car- 
toon fairytale. Dominion Tottenham 
Court Road. W1 (0171-656 1888) 
©■TottCtRcL Mon-Sat 730pm, 15) (7) 
2.30pm. £18.50- £35. 150 mins. 

• BLOOD BROTHERS Willy Rus- 
sell's long-running Liverpool 
musical melodrama. Phoenix 
Charing Cross Road. WC2 (01 71-369 
1 733) © Leic Sq/Tott Ct Rd. Mon- 
Sac 7.45pm. [5| 3pm. [7[ 4pm. 
£1 1.50-E32.50. 165 mins. 

ft BOOGIE NIGHTS Shane Richie 
stars in a brand new 1970s muskaL 
Savoy Strand. WC2 (01 7 1 -836 8888} 
0 Charing X/Embankment. Mon- 
Thur 8pm, Frl-Sat 8.30pm. [6] 
5.30pm. [7] 5pm. ends 9 Jan. £11- 
£28.50. 1 50 mins. 

> BUDDY Musical biog-show trac- 
ing the brief life of the 19S0s rocker 
Strand Afdwych. WC2 (0171-930 
8800) 0 Covent Garden/Charing X. 
Tue-Thur 8pm, Fri 5.30pm & 830pm. 
Sat 5pm & 8.30pm. mats (1) 4pm. 
E10-E27. Fri mat E5-E13S0. 160 mm 

•CATS Uoyd Wfebber’s musical ver- 
sion of TS Elliot’s poems. New Lon- 
don Parker Street. WC2 (01 71 -405 
0072/cc 404 4079) O Cavern Gar- 
den/Hoibom. Mon-Sar 7.45pm. 
[3)[7] 3pm. E12.50-E35. 165 mins. 

O CHICAGO Maria Friedman and 
Peter Davison star in this hit Broad- 
way musical Adel phi Maiden Lane. 
WC2 (0171-344 0055) D Charing 
X. Mon-Sat 8pm. [4[[7| 3pm, £16- 
£36 (inc booking fee). 130 mins. 

• CINDERELLA Angela Carter's 
version of this fairytale is staged by 
the acclaimed Improbable Theatre, 
lyric Hammersm i th King Street W6 
(0181-741 2311)©-Hammersmith. 
Today 1 .30pm & 7pm. ends 9 Jan, 
E5-E18. cones £6.50. 

• THE COMPLETE WORKS OF 
WILLIAM SHAKESPEARE 
(ABRPXtFD) fte&xfd Shakespeare 
Company fast-forwards through 37 
plays. Criterion Piccadilly Circus. W1 
(0171-369 1747) 0 Picc Grc. 
Wfed-Sat 8pm. (5J 3pm. [7] 5pm. [1 1 
4pm. £6-£25. Thu mats all seats 
£10. 120 mins. 


Cinema 

Repertory 

LONDON 
THE LUX CINEMA Hoxton Square 
N1 (0171-684 0201) Roll Ktour 
Own: New Film Makers Showcase 
(NC) 7pm 

NFT South Bank SE1 (0171-928 
3232) Saving Private Ryan (15) 
2pm. 8pm The Coffeehouse: Fass- 
binder (NC) 6pm Xanadu (NC) 
6.15pm Primary Colors (15) 
7.30pm The Roaring Twenties 
(PG) 8.30pm 

PHOENIX CINEMA High Road N2 
(0181-444 6789) Left Luggage 
(PG) 1 ,45pm. 4pm Elizabeth (15) 
6.1 5pm Out of Sight (15) 8.55pm 

PRINCE CHARLES Leicester Place 
WC2 (0171-437 8181) If Only 
(15) ?pm Left Luggage (PG) 
3.45pm Fire (15) 6.1 5pm Good VWI 
Hunting (1 5) 8.45pm 

RIO GNEMA Kings land High Street 
E8 (0171-254 6677) The Gov- 
erness (1 5) 1 .30pm Kundun (1 2) 
3.45pm Rien Ne Wa Plus (15) 
6.30pm The Exorcise 25th An- 
niversary Reissue(18) 8.45pm 

RIVERSIDE STUDIOS CINEMA 
Crisp Road W6 (0T71-420 0100) 
Ridicule (15) 6.30pm + Le Bossu 
8.35pm 

WATERMANS ARTS CENTRE 
High Street. Brentford, Middlesex 
(01 81 -568 1 1 76) Dandng at lugh- 
nasa (PG) 1 .30pm, 7pm 

BRIGHTON 
DUKE OF YORK'S CINEMA 
(01273-602503) Henry Fool (18) 

1 ,30pm. 6pm Arty Name is Joe (15) 
4.1 5pm. 9.1 5pm 

BRISTOL 
WATERSHED (01 1 7-925 3845) On 
Connait la Chanson (PG) 5.45pm. 
8.20pm The Land Girls (12) 6pm. 
8.30pm 

CAMBRIDGE 

ARTS GNEMA (01223-504444) 
My Name is Joe (15) 12.30pm. 
7. 1 5pm The Eel (1 8) 3pm. 9.20pm 
The Truman Show (PG) 5. 1 0pm 

CARDIFF 

CHAPTER ARTS CENTRE (01222- 
399666) Repe fe Moko (1 5) 7.30pm 
Year of the Horse (1 5) 8.20pm 

CHICHESTER 

NEW RARX FILM CENTRE (01243- 
786650) Kundun (12) 3.30pm Stiff 
Crazy (15) 6.30pm The Governess 
(15) 8.45pm 

IPSWICH 

IPSWICH RIM THEATRE (01473- 
215544) Elizabeth (15) 2.30pm. 
6pm. 8.30pm La Vie Revee des 
Anges (18) 6pm. 8.15pm 


ft DR DOUTTLE Phillip Schofield 
talks to the animals in this new 
stage adaptation featuring Jim Hen- 
son Puppets. London Apollo Ham- 
mersmith Queen Carofine Street, W6 
(0 1 7 1 -4 1 6 6022) Hammersmith. 
Tue-Sat 7.30pm. (4|[7J 2.30pm. 
E10-E32.50. 150 mins. 

• FAME THE MUSICAL High-oc- 
tane stage version of the TV series 

‘ting the highs and lows of a class 
of showbiz hopefuls. Prince of Whies 
Coventry Street. WI (0171-839 
5972) 0 Ldc ScyPicc Grc. Mon-Thur 
8pm, Fri 530pm 6 8.30pm. Sat 4pm 
&8pm. ends 16 Jan. £15-£30. 

• GREASE Energetic stage version 
of the bit film. Cambridge Earl ham 
Street. WC2 (0171-494 5080) 
0 Covent Garden. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
J4]|7| 3pm. £10-£30. 150 mins. 

• AN IDEAL HUSBAND Christo- 
pher Cazenove and Susannah 
York in Peter Hall's acclaimed 
production of Wilde's comedy. 
Lyric Shaftesbury Avenue. Wl (0171- 
494 5045) 0 Picc Ore. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. )4) 3pm. J7) 4pm, £8.50- 
£29.50. 165 mins. 

•AN INSPECTOR CALLS Stephen 
Dabby's widely-acclaimed produc- 
tion of JB Priestfey’s thriflec Garrick 
Charing Cross Road, WC2 (01 71 -494 
5085) 0 Leic 5q. Mon-Fri 7.45pm, 
Sat 8.15pm. (4J 2.30pm. (7) 5pm. 
£10.50-£25. 110 mins. 

ft INTO THE WOODS Sondheim 
and Lapme's acclaimed musical 
based on fairy tales. Donmar Ware- 
house Earl ham Street. WC2 (0171- 
369 1732) O Covent Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm. (4J[7| 2.30pm. 
£T5-£27.50. 

• THE INVENTION OF LOVE 

Torn Stoppard’s play about the life of 
poet AE Houseman, author of 
The Shropshire Lad. Theatre Roy- 
al, HaymarRec Haymarhet. SWl 
(01 71-930 8800) 0 Picc Grc. Tue- 
Sat 7.30pm, [41171 2.30pm. £10- 
£32.50. 

•JESUS, MY BOY Tbm Conti stare 
in John Dowie's alternative Christ- 
mas show. Apollo Shaftesbury Av- 
enue. Wl (0171-494 5070] 0 Picc 
Grc. Tue- Fri 8pm. Sac 5pm fit 8pm, 
p] 3pm & 5pm. E5.50-E18.50. 

• KAFKA'S dick Eric Sykes and 
Julia Mackenzie star in Alan Ben- 
nett’s comedy about the moribund 
writer Piccadilly Denman Street. Wl 
(01 7 1 -369 1 734) D-Pkc Ore. In rep 
today 3pm & 8pm. ends 26 Feb. 
£1 2-E30. 

LOVE UPON THE THRONE 

Tasteful look at the Charles and 
Diana marriage. Comedy Ifanron 
Street. SWl (0171-369 1731) 
0 Picc Circ/Leic Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm, 
14)17} 3pm. ends 9 Jan. E7.50-E25. 

THE MEMORY OF WATER 

Alison Steadman and Julie 5awaJha 
star to this touching comedy about 
three sisters returning home tor 
their mother’s funeraL Vaudeville 
Strand. WC2 (0171-836 9987) 
BR/©- Charing X. Mon-Sat 8pm. 
[5J[7J 3pm. £8- £27.50. 

LES MISFRABIFS Musical 
dramatisation of Victor Hugo's mas- 
terpiece. Palace Shaftesbury Avenue. 
Wl (0171-434 0909) 0 Picc Ore. 
Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [51(71 2.30pm, 
£7-£35. 195 mins. 


•RUSS SAIGON Musical winch re- 
sets the Madam Butterfly tragedy to 
Vietnam. Theatre Royal, Drury 
Lane Catherine Street. WC2 (0171- 
494 5060) 0 Covenr Garden. 
Mon-Sat 7.45pm, [A||71 3pm. 
£5.75-£35. 165 mins. 

• THE MOUSETRAP Agatha 
Christie's whodunnit. St Martin’s 
West Street. WC2 (0171-836 1 443) 

0 Lelc Sq. Mon-Sat 8pm. (3J 
2.45pm. [7J 5pm. £!0-£24.50. 
1 35 mins. 

• MR PUNT1LA AND HIS MAN 

MUCTTI Sean Foley and Ha mis h 
McCall star in a new version of 
Brecht's comedy satire. Albery St 
Martin’s Lane. WC2 (0171-369 
1 730) 0 Lek: Sq. Mon-Sat 7.30pm. 
15H7J 3pm. ends 9 Jan. £5-£22.50. 

Q THE PHANTOM OF THE 
OPERA Andrew Lloyd Webber’s 
Gothic musical. He- Majesty’s Hay- 
market SWl (0171-494 5400/cc 344 
4444) 0 PiCC Grc. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, 
(4J[7J 3pm. E10-E35. 150 mins. 

1 RENT Musical inspired by La Bo- 
Aaneaod set hi modem dtyNewYhrfc 
Shaftesbury Shaftesbury Awmue, 
WQ (07000-2 1 1 221 ) Holwm/fcct 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 730pm, [4]f71 3pm. 
£12.50-£3230. 160 mins. 

ROYAL NATIONAL THEATRE 

ft OLMER: Peter Pan Stephen div- 
er’s music accompanies the Lafe of 
the Boy Who TOjuM Not Grow Up. 
tn rep tonight 7.1 5pm, ends 20 Feb. 
NT2000 Peter Pan Opening per- 
formance of the NT2000 season. 
Tonight 6pm. 

• LYTTELTON: Geo, Camping, Em- 
manuelle And Dick Terry Johnsoifs 
new play recreates Sid James, Ken- 
neth Williams and Babs Windsor on 
stage. In rep today 2.15pm St 
7.30pm, ends 16 Jan. 120 mins. 

• COTTESLOE: Guiding Star 
Jonathan Harvey's Dew play about 
the life of Hillsboro ugh disaster 
survivors. In rep tonight 7.30pm. 
ends 1 6 Jan. 1 20 mins. Olivier St Lyt- 
telton: £8-£27. Cottesloe: £12- 
£18. NT2000: £4. cones £3. Day 
seats from 1 0am. South Bank. SE1 
(0171 -452 3000). BR/D Waterloo. 

ROYAL SHAKESPEARE COMPANY 
ft THE BARBICAN: The Tempest 
Adrian Noble directs Shakespeare's 
romance drama. In rep today 
1.45pm 6 7.15pm. 165 mins. 

O THE PIT The Two Gentlemen 
Of Verona Shakespeare’s witty com- 
edy is directed by Edward HaQ. In nap 
today 2pm & 7.1 5pm, ends 28 Jan. 
Barbican Theatre; £5-£26. The Pit: 
£1 1 -El 8.50. Barbican Centre. EC2 
(0171-638 8891). BR/& Barbi- 
ca rr/Moorgate. 

ft SATURDAY NIGHT FEVER Hit 

1970s musical featuring legendary 
songs by the Bee Gees and starring 
Adam Garda. London Palladium 
Argyll Street, Wl (0171-494 5020) 
O Oxford Ore. MorvS* 730pm, [4[[7I 
2.30pm. £10-£3250. 135 mins. 

•TIC SNOWMAN Award-winning 
production of Raymond Briggs’ con- 
temporary classic. Sadler's IMeDs at 
The Peacock Portugal Street. WC2 
(0171-863 8222) 0 HotbonVTem- 
ple. Today 2.30pm & 7 .30pm. ends 
30 Jan. £7.50-£32.50. 

• STARLIGHT EXPRESS Andrew 
Lloyd Webber’s hi-tech roDer-musi- 
caL Apollo Victoria Wilton Road. 
SWl (0171-416 6070) BR/e Vic- 
toria. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, (31(7] 3pm, 
E12.5O-E30. 150 mins. 

ft THINGS WE DO FOR LOVE Be- 
linda Lang stars in Alan Ayckbourn's 
comedy. Duchess Catherine Street, 
WC2 (01 71-494 5075/cc 344 4444) 

0 Govern Garden. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. 
15J(7\ 3pm. ends 23 Jan. £15- 
£27.50. 140 mins. 

ft THE WEIR Conor McPherson's 
drama is set to Ireland and examines 
ideas of ghosts and angels. Royal 
Court Downstairs (at the Duke OF 
York’s) St Martin's Lane. WC2 
(0171-565 5000) 0 Ldc Sq/Char- 
ing X. Mon-Sat 7.30pm, [4J[7J 
3.30pm. E5-E25. 90 mins. 

ft WEST SIDE STORY Brand new 
production of Bernstein's classic 
musical attempting to recreate the 
feel of the original Broadway hit 
Prince Edward OW Compton Street 
Wl (01 71-447 5400) 0 Leic StyTbtt 
Ct Rd. Mon-Sat 7.45pm. (5JJ7J 
3pm. E15-E35. 160 mins. 

O WHISTLE DOWN THE WIND 

Lloyd Webber’s new musical based 
on the 61m of the same name. 
Aldwych Aldwych. WC2 (0171- 
416 6000) 0 Hoi bom. Mon-Sat 
7.45pm. (51(7) 3pm. £10-£32.50. 
120 mins. 

• THE WOMAN IN BLACK 

Susan HiFs chilling ghost story For- 
tune Russell Street. WC2 (0171 -836 
2238/cc 344 4444) 0 Covent Gar- 
den/HoJbom. Mon-Sac 8pm, [3] 3pm. 

J7] 4pm. E8.50- £23.50. 1 10 mins. 


FjpgT QALLj LAST CALL 


rrs ALWAyS a risk to produce a family dramajust ^fter 
Christmas, butHampstead Tfaeatrehas a that shook! 

help diear any post-festive sloth. The Memory m water 
is a bitter sweet comedy about three sisters, playea by 
Julia Sawalha, Alison Steadman and S amant ha Bond. 

. This fanny, poignant and acutely observed work explores 
re lationship s and memories when the asters attempt 
to decipher several family myths. Shelag h St ep he n son's 
play has. already ebN?®d ® successf ul reg ional tour.. • 

Vtauieo^Theotre,Str(md,LondonWCZ (0171-S3&9987) 
inyreoiew, opens 11 Jem 

LastCaH ■ 

BARRING AH appearance on Robbie Williams last album. 
The Divine Comedy (right) have main ta in ed a low 
profile of Iate- Howevei; the three year wait fin* new 
material just ended with the announcement of a 
angule live date. Neil Hannon's outfit are a delicacy best 
savoured in srnan amounts with then: unusu al blend 
of intense and powerful ballads, sophisticated 
orchestration and catchy lyrics. As the Robbie Willi ams 
collaboration showed, N«1 Hannon can move from pop 
to avant-garde with. ease. 

V3, 20 Stow HtB, Newport, Wales (01633 222555 ) 15 Jan 





Theatre 

Beyond The West end 

ARTS THEATRE Krapp’s Last 


Samuel Beckett’s melacholic piece. 
Mon-Sat 8pm, mats Fri & Sat 
5.30pm. ends 6 Feb. £8-£12. 
Great Newport Street, WC2 (0171- 
836 3334/cc 741 9999) 0 Leic Sq. 

HACKNEY EMPIRE Dick Whit- 
tington and His Cat Anita Dobson 
and Paul Moriarty star. 7-9 Jan. 
7.30pm, 7-10 Jan. 2.30pm. £5.50- 
£1 5.50. Mare Street, E8 (0181-985 
2424) BR-. Hackney Central. 

HAMPSTEAD THEATRE Perfect 
Days Liz LochbeatTs poignant com- 
edy about one woman’s desire for 
motherhood. Mon-Sar 8pm. mats Sat 
3.30pm. ends 30 Jan. £9-£T6, 
cones £6. Avenue Road. NW3 
(0171-722 9301) ® Swiss Cottage. 

KING'S HEAD, ISLINGTON Song 
at Twilight Noel Coward’s dark au- 
tobiographical play is directed by 
Sheridan Moriey and stars Gorin 
Redgrave. Tonight 8pm. ends 24 Jan. 
E12-E13. cones £7. Upper Street. 
N1 (0171-226 1916) •■Angel/Hlgh- 
bury & Islington. 

YOUNG VK Arabian Nights Col- 
lection of magical Eastern tales . 
adapted tor the stage by Dominic 
Cooke. Today 1 -30pm 6 7pm. ends 
23 Jan. £7-£18. The Cut. SE1 
(01 71-928 6363) Tube/BR: Water- 
loo. 


Theatre 

Countrywide 


BASINGSTOKE 

HAYMARKET THEATRE Canterbury 
Tales Join the We of Bath and 
Chaucer’s other ch ara cte rs to Mer- 
rieOide England. 7-9 Jan. 7.45pm. 
7 Jan, 1.30pm. 9 Jan. 3pm. £1 0.50- 
El 6.50, cones available. Wote Street 
(01256-465566) 


BRISTOL 
NEW VIC STUDIO Freebird Jon 
Tvay s black comedy about tnotorxMe 
couriers on a mission to Cornwall 
Mon-Wed 730pm. Thur-Sat 8pm, mat 
Sat 2.30pm, ends 30 Jan. £9. cones 
£6. King Street (01 17-987 7877) 

THEATRE ROYAL Mother Goose 
Panto extravaganza about the fabled 
fowl. Today 10.15am. 2.15pm. 
7.1 5pm. ends 30 Jan. £3-E16. King 
Street (0117-987 7877) 

CAMBRIDGE 
CORN EXCHANGE Snow Whtoe and 
the Seven Dwarfs With Coronation 
Street’s Beverly Callard and Nick 
Cochrane. 7-10 Jan. 2pm. 7-9 Jan. 
7pm. 9 Jan. 10.30am. 10 Jan 
5.30pm. £5-£T4. Wheeler Street 
(01223-357851) 

EASTBOURNE 
DEVONSHIRE PARK THEATRE 
Cinderella Starring Hinge and Brack- 
et and Wendy Craig. 7 & 8 Jan 
2.30pm & 7.30pm, ends 10 Jan 
E7-E1 1 , cones available. Compton 
Street (01323-412000) 

EXETER 
NOKTHCOTT THEATRE Dick Whit- 
tington FbHow the penniless hero as 
he searches for the streets paved 
with gold. Today 1 -30pm & 7.30pm 
ends 16 Jan. £7-£15, family £28 
Stocker Road (01392-493493) 

HIGH WYCOMBE 
WYCOMBE SWAN Jack and the 
Beanstalk Jean Boht Michael 
EJphicfc, Peter Duncan and Bonnie 
Langford star. Today 2pm & 7pm 
ends 17 Jan. £8.50-£15.50. St 
Mary s Street (01494-512000) 

TOWN HALL Almost Romeo and 
Juliet Musical panto for adults 
7-9 Jan. 7.45pm. £9. Victoria Street 
(01494-512000) 

IPSWICH 
SIR JOHN MILLS THEATRE Ferry 
Cross the Waveney Sixties story of 
a Lowestoft fishmonger who has 
dreams of knocking The Beaties out 
of the charts. Mon-Sat 7.45pm, ends 
1 6 Jan. £7.75-£9.50. cones available. 
Gatacre Road (01 473-21 1498) 

WOLSEY THEATRE A Christmas 
Carol Hie Wolsey Theatre offers 
Dickens’ tale of greed in Victorian 
London as an alternative to 
pantomime. 7-9 Jan, 7pm. mat 
today 2pm. £5-£1 5. cones available. 
Civic Drive (01473-253725) 

NEWBURY 
WATERMILL THEATRE The Wizard 
of Oz Fbllow Dorothy down the 
Yellow Brick Road. Today 
10.30am & 2.30pm. ends 16 Jan. 
£9.50-£14, cones available. 
Bag nor (01635-46044) 

NORTHAMPTON 
THE DERNGATE Aladdin’s Cave or 
Entertainment Exciting family 
entertainment starring Billy Pearce 
as Aladdin and Victor Spmetti as 
Ahanaza. 7 Jan. 2pm fi 7pm. 8 Jan. 
4.30pm 7.30pm. £12-£15. 
cones available. Guildhall Road 
(01604-624811) 

ROYAL THEATRE The Secret Life 
of Humpty Dumpty Panto-style 
adaptation of the nursery rhyme. 

7 Jan. 2.15pm. 7. 13-14. 16 Jan. 
7pm. £9.50-£14. cones available. 
Guildhall Road (01604-632 533) 

OXFORD 

APOLtO THEATRE Jesus Christ Su- 
pers tar Tim Rice and Lloyd Web- 
ber's acclaimed Biblical musicaL 
6 6 9 Jan, 3pm & 7.30pm. £7.50- 
£24.50, cones available. George 
Street (01865-244544) 

PLAYHOUSE THEATRE Cinderella 
Randy panto with plenty of songs and 
audience participation. Today 2pm 
& 7pm, ends 77 Jan. £6-£16.50. 
Beaumont Street (01865-798600) 

READING 

THE HEXAGON The Wizard of Oz 
Micbaela Strechan goes over the 
rainbow. 7 6 9 Jan, 2pm & 7pm, 8 
Jan, 7.30pm, 8 6 10 Jan, 4.1 5pm. 
£10.50-£15, cones available. Queens 
Walk (0118-960 6060} 


THE MILL AT SONNING Worm's 
Eye View Wartime Wartime come- 
dy about a landlady forced to house 
airmen and protect her daughter 
from their attentions. Tue-Sac 8. 1 5pm. 
mat Sat 2.1 5pm. ends 9 Jan. £2135- 
£32.95. incl meal. Sonnlng Eye 
(0118-969 8000) 

STRATFORD-UPON-AVON 
ROYAL SHAKESPEARE THEATRE 
The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe Adrian Noble directs 
Adrian Mitchell's adaptation of the CS 
Lewis Narnia classic. Today l ,30pm 
St 7.15pm. end 27 Feb. E5-E30. 
Waterside (01789-295623) 

SWAN THEATRE Trollus and Cres- 
sida Shakespeare's depiction of the 
human spirit undermined by bloody 
warfare. Today 1.30pm St 7.30pm, 
ends 20 Feb. £5-E30. Waterside 
(01789-295623) 

SWANSEA 

GRAND THEATRE Cinderella Mefin- 
da Messenger and Steven Houghton 
star as Cinderella and Prince Charm- 
ing. Today 2.15pm & 7.15pm. ends 
30 Jan. E6.50-E1 2.75, cones awflabie. 
Singleton Street (01 792-475715) 

WATFORD 

PALACE THEATRE Jack and the 
Beanstalk Roy Hudcfs family pan- 
to. 7 Jan. 2pm fir 6.45pm. 8 & 9 Jan. 
2.30pm & 7.30pm. £5-£1 3. Claren- 
don Road (01923-225671) 


EXHIBITIONS CLASSICAL 


EVENTS 


AYLESBURY 

BUCKINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY 
MUSEUM Chocolate Exhibition with 
chocolate at its heart Mon-Sat ICfam- 
5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm, ends 31 Jan. 
£3.50. child £2. Church Street 
(01296-331441) 

BATH 

THE ROYAL PHOTOGRAPHIC 
SOCIETY All Zones Off Peak: Tbm 
Wood Photographic representation 
of bus journeys. Mon-Sun 9.30am- 
5.30pm. ends 24 Jan. £2.50. cones 
£1.75. The Octagon Galleries. MH- 
som Street (01225-462841) 

BRIGHTON 

BRIGHTON MUSEUM AND ART 
GALLERY Maquetces: Henry Moore 
Maquettes- working models and 
graphics exhibition marking the cen- 
tenary of his birth. Mon. Tue. Thur- 
Sat JGam-5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. ends 
1 0 Jan. free. Church Street (01273- 
290900) 

BRISTOL 

ARNOLFIN! Secret Victorians A vi- 
sion of the 19th-century presented by 
20th century artists. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
7pm. Sur 1*2noon-6pm. ends 31 Jan. 
free. Narrow Quay (0 1 1 7-929 9191) 


LONDON 

ST JOHN'S. SMITH SQUJLRE 

lain Quinn Organ recital of Bach and 
Hindemith. Today 1 pm. £5. 

Cellini Ensemble A Centenary con- 
cot for Poulenc featuring music by 
him and other Frenchmen. Tonight 
7.30pm. £6-£15. Smith Square. 
SWl (0171-222 1061) 

0 Westminster. 

PURCELL ROOM Mark Kruger 
The pianist plays Ives's Concord 
Sonata. Tonight 6pm. £4.50-£7.50. 

Gallia rd Ensemble/ Anne- Sop hie 

Bertrand Juxtaposing contempo- 
rary music tor wind quintet and so- 
lo harp. Tonight 7.30pm. 
E5.50-E9.50. South Bank. SE1 
(01 7 1 -960 4242) BR/0 Waterloo. 

W1GMORE HALL Nash Ensemble 
Poulenc Centenary Concert Tonight 
7pm. Phone for availability. Wigmore 
Street. Wl (0171-935 2141) 
0 Bond S tree t/Ox ford Circus. 

OPERA 


LONDON 

QUEEN'S THEATRE The Pirates Of 
Penzance New D’Oyly Carte Opera 
production of Gilbert and Sullivan di- 
rected by Stuart Maunder. Tonight 
7.30pm. £1 5.50-E29.50. Shaftes- 


CAMB RIDGE 

FTTZWILUAM MUSEUM 

British Ufatercolours from the b avenue Wl 10171-494 

mm ; o, M 

The Society of Three: Whistler; 

Fantin-Latour and Alphonse Legros 
S/rhihitinn of drawing and prints ex- 


of the three artists. Tue-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 2.1 5pm-5pm. ends 14 Feb. 
free- Trumpi ngion Street (01223- 
332900) 

CHELTENHAM 

CHELTENHAM ART GALLERY AND 
MUSEUM At the Sign of the Rain- 
bow: Margaret Calkin James (1895- 
1985} Restrospective of designs, 
calligraphy and pa intin g s . Mon-Sat 
10am-5.20pm. ends 23 Jan. free. 
Clarence Street (01242-237431) 

EXETER 

ROYAL ALBERT MEMORIAL MU- 
SEUM Designs on Life: Edward 
Bawden Wide variety of work by the 
prominent graphic designee Mon-Sat 
1 0am-5pm. ends 2 3 Jan. free. Queen 
Street (01392-265858) 

LONDON 

BRITISH MUSEUM Earlier Mone- 
tary Unions Looking at the history 
of European common currencies. 
Ends 1 0 Jan. free. 

Claude Lorrain Over 100 drawings by 
the 17th-century artist Ends 1 0 Jan. 
£l. cones 50p (tnd entry to Man- 
tegna to Rubens). 

Mantegna to Rubens: Drawings 
From The Weld-BlundeH Collection 
Old Master drawings. Ends 1 0 Jan. 
£1 . cones 50p (incl entry to Claude 
Lorrain). 

The Golden Sword: Stamford Raf- 
fles and The East Art and artefacts 
exploring the life and work of the 
founder of Singapore. Mon-Sat 1 0am- 
5pm. Sun 1 2noon-6pm. ends Apr 1 8. 
£4, cones £2. Great Russell Street. 
WC1 (0171-636 1555) 0 Russell 
Square/Tbttenham Court Road/Bol- 
bom. 

TATE GALLERY Turner Prize 1 998 
Work by Chris Ofili, Cathy De Mon- 
chaux.Thdta Dean and Sam Tnytor- 
Wood. Ends 10 Jan. £1.50. 

John Singer Sargent Comprehensive 
exhibition devoted to the paintingc of 
the 19th-century artist Ends 1 7 Jan. 
£6. cones £4. 

Art Now 16: Something Is Miss- 
ing - Jean-Marc Bustamante In- 
stallation exploring international 
cities in photographs. Ends 3 1 Jan. 
free. 

Turner In the Alps Works on paper 
made on Turner’s first Alpine trip in 
1802. Ends 14 Feb. free. 

In Celebration: The Art of The Coun- 
try House Paintings and sculpture, 
inducting work by Canaletto, Stubbs 
and Holbein. Mon-Sun 10am- 
■50pm. ends 28 Feb. free. Nfillbank. 
SWl (0171-887 8Q00) 0 Pimlico. 
NORWICH 

NORWICH CASTLE MUSEUM A Tal- 
ent to Amuse: Henry William Bun- 
bury Suffolk born caricaturist's 
drawings of I8th-centuiy society. 
Mon-Sat 10am -5pm. Sun 2pm- 5pm. 
ends 10 Jan. £2.40. cones £1.60. 
child £1.10. family £5.90. Castle 
Meadow (01603-223624) 


OXFORD 

ASHMOLEAN MUSEUM Tiles from 
East and West TBewuric&om the an- 
cient Near East and the elmaaif-al 
world, the Orient and Islamic world 
and from mqjor European production 
centres. Ends 10 Jan. 

19th Century French Drawings 
Recent acquisitions alongside famil- 
iar major drawings. Opens 5 Jan. 
ends 28 Feb. 

The Painterl y Brush Oil sketches dat- 
ing from the 16th to the ear(y2«h cen- 
tury. Tue-Sat >0am-4pm. Sun 
2pm-4pm. ends 2 1 Mar. free. Beau- 
mont Street (01865-278000) 
STIVES 

ST IVES TATE GALLERY Displays 
1 998-9: Partnerships and Practice 
Paintings and ceramics foam the 
second half of the century and a se- 
lection of contemporary work. 

Quoit Montserrat: Veronica Ryan 
Marble sculpture linking St Ives with 
Montserrat in the West Indies, the 
artist's birthplace. Mon-Sat 1 Tam- 
7pm, Sun 1 1 am-5pm. ends 1 1 Apr. 
£3.50. cones £2. Porrhmeor Beach 
(01736-796226) 


Dance 


CARDIFF 

ST DAVID'S HALL Moscow Gty 
Ballet: Cinderella The timeless 
fairy tale with Tchaikovsky's seme. 
Today 2.30pm & 7.30pm. £19.50- 
£26.50. The Hayes (01222-878444) 

LONDON 

LONDON COLISEUM English 
National Ballet: The Nutcracker 
Derek Deane’s staging of favourite 
with Tchaikovsky's familiar score. 
Tonight 7pm (Klimentova/Tewsley). 
£2 50-£39.50. St. Martin's Lane. 
WC2 (0171-632 8300) 0 Leicester 
Square/Charing Cross. 

LYCEUM THEATRE Birmingham 
Royal Ballet: The Nutcracker Pfe- 
ler Wright's stunning production, 
today 2.30pm (SakunwCao/Justin) , 
tonight 7.30pm (Vallo/Ftirker/Frsh- 
er). £12.50-£45. Wellington Street. 
WC2 (0171-656 1 802) 0 Charing 
CrosVEmbankmenr. 

PLACE THEATRE Resolution! Over 
100 up and coming choreographers' 
work to London's important annual 
platform season. Mon-Sat. 8pm. 
ends 1 3 Feb. £8. cones £6. Duke's 
Road. WC1 (0171-387 0031) 
■©■ Euston. 

ROUNDHOUSE Stomp Eight per- 
formers create a witty rhythmic 
symphony. Mon-Sat 8pm. mats Sat 
fit Sun 4pm, ends 17 Jan. EI0-E25 
plus booking fee. Chalk Farm Road. 
NW1 (0171-420 0000) 0 Chalk 
Farm. 

ROYAL ALBERT HALL Cirque Du 
Soteil: Alegria A celebration of con- 
tortionists, acrobats, aeriai artists and 
fire dancers. Tue- Sun 7.45pm. mats 
Sat Si Sun 2.30pm. ends 24 Jan. 
E23.50-E45- Kensington Gore, SW7 
(0171-589 8212) 0 High Street 
Kensington. 


AYLESBURY 

CHOCOLATE Danger and subver- 
sion. . . An exhibition of conteoiporaiy 
artwork inspired by and mate from 
chocolate Buckinghamshire Coun- 
ty Museum Church Street (01 296- 
331441) Mon-Sat 1 Oam-Spm, Sun . 
2pm-5pm. ends 31 Jan. £3.50; 
children (ages3-6yrs) £2. 

BRIGHTON 

HOLIDAY ON ICE Ice dance ex- 
travaganza with special guest star 
Robin Cousins. Brighton Centre 
Kings Road (0870-900 9700) 
Fri 7.30pm, Tue-Thu 2pm. Sat 2pm, 
5pm & 8pm. Sun 2pm, ends 31 Jan. 

£ 10-El 8. OAP £8.50-£ 14.50. 
child £6. 

LONDON - 

WINTER WONDERLAND ART 
CAMP (AGES 4-14): CHILDREN'S 
EVENT Art activities fail of festive in- 
spiration from around the world. . 
The Art Workshop Rosemont Road 
NW3 (01 71 -431 5696) 0 Finchley 
Road. Mon-Fri. ends 8 Jan. £1 20 per 
week or £30 per day. 

THE GREAT CHALLENGE 1998 In- 
ternational political cartoon exinhi-. 
turn, in aid of Amnesty International, 
Index on Censorship and the Cartoon 
Art TriisL The Gallery O no Tower 
Wharf ground floor Bargehouse 
Street SE1 (0171 -928 6193) 0 Wa- 
terloo. Mon-Sun 10am-6pm, ends 
1 0 Jan. free (donations welcomed). 

SHOW BUSINESS EXHIBITION 
Original designs illustrating theatre, 
opera, ballet and film. National The- 
atre: Lyttelton South Bank SE1 
(0171-452 3000) BR/e Waterloo. 
Mon-Sat lOam-llpm. free. 

EXCURSIONS '99 One day Group 
‘ t over 230 
5 offering a whole new range 
of excursions. Olympia Hammer- ' 
smith Road W14 (01 71_-244 0950) 

■©■ Earts Court/CHympia. today 1 0am- 
4pm. phone for prices 

ST ALBANS 

THE REALLY SENSIBLE SHOW A 
touring ezhihltinn exploring the five 
senses. Museum of St Albans Hat- 
field Road (01 727-819340) Mon-Sat 
I0am~5pm. Sun 2pm-5pm. ends 17 
Jan. free. 


Music 

Pop 

LONDON 

PECADIIOES. TINY TOO, COLD- 
PLAY Strong alternative bill for 

: I. L 


with Scandinavian giri-rock trio Tlqy 
Tbo to look out foe Bull fir Gate Ken- 
tish Town Road NW5 (0171-485 
5358) 0 Kentish Town. Tonight 
8.30pm. £4. cones £3.50. 

IYUJLJNE TAYLOR The former Bhitii- 
less member sings her own, foliy 
wort Jazz Cafe Parkway NW1 
(01 71-916 6060) 0 Camden Town. 
Tonight 8pm. £7.30. 

PORTSMOUTH 

BAD MANNERS Ska bash with 
Buster Bloodvessel and the gang 
Wedgewood Rooms Albert Road. 
Sourhsea (01 705-8639 1 1 ) Tonight 
8pm. phone for prices. 


Music 

Jazz, World, folk 


Literature 


BRIGHTON 

OPEN VOUR MOUTH A platform for 
anyone with something to say. 
Disco Biscuit Cafe Queens Road 
(01273-721221) Thur 10pm-2am, 
free. 


HARTFORD 

PENTARCHY Brian Hammond's 
contemporary bop combo. Darenth 
Thvern Green Street (01474- 
703203) Tonight 8pm. free. 


1998 Examples 


LONDON 
BOOKBINDING 
from the 1998 J 

tition on display plus short-fisted nov- 
els for the 1998 Booker Prize for 
Fiction. British Library Foyer 
Euston Square NW1 (0171-412 
7760) -e-Euston/Kings Cross. Mon. 
Wed-Fri 9. 30am -6pm. Tue 9. 30am- 
8pm, Sat 9.30am-5pm. Sun 1 tam- 
5pm. free. 


Comedy 


DORKING 

ART THEMAN Established main- 
stream Tenor/soprano sax pfayec 
The Watermill Reigate Road 
g1MUB783!) Tonight 8.3^ 
E8. £6 members and MU cards. 

LONDON 

BOB MARTIN QUARTET US bop 
saxophonist with T -*- — ■ 


BRIGHTON 

THE LAUGHTER AKADEMY AT 
AKADEMJA Jeff Mirza, Dannt Bhoi, 
Dylan Rhymer; David Keay, MC 
Kevin Precious. Tonight 8.30pm 
Manchester Street (01273-709977) 
£5. cones £3.50. 

LONDON 

CANAL CAFE THEATRE JOHN 
DOWIE’S POETRY SHOW Humour 
from the Brummie comic.Tue-Sai 
8pm. £6. cones £4. plus £i m’shlp. 

COMEDY CAFE Dan Anlopolski, 
Hal Cruttenden, Steve Merchant, 
Noel James, MC Lee Canterbury 
Tonight 8pm. Rivingron Street, EC2 
(01 71 -739 5706) . Old Street. £2. 


to- 606 Club Lots Road . SWl 0 
(01 71-352 5953) ©■ Fulham Broad- 

SSL 9 - 3 °P m * I 2 m 1 d- 

night. £435. 

MOSE ALLISON TRIO Mississippi 
pianist and singer wbosemixof 
blues and bebop has been docu- 
mented by Blue Note, Prestige and 
rw^rJf 001 ? Pizza Express Jazz 
s r tr *« Wl (0171-439 
^Tottenham Court Road. 
g™8*« 8.30pm. £12.50 (Fri-Sat 


^^fLATO G | ANTS Las \fegas 
ayje swmg band. Pizza on the Park 
t01 71 -235 
i?"* C ° rner - toflighr 
9. 1 5pm St 11.15pm. £18. adv£?6. 

GEORG1E FAME AND THE RRr 

“S band bm , 

wtothe-dassy Beeb ensemble 
Queen Elizabeth Hall SoutoBaS fct 
(0171-960 4242) ** 
e- Waterloo, tonight 8pm. £10-£1 6. 
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RADIO 1 

(975-9aSMHz FM ) 

&30 2oe Ball 9.00 Simon Maya 
124>0 Kevin Greening. 24)0 
Mark RadcJiffe. 4.00 Chris 
Moyle s. 64)0 Dave Pearce. B4)0 
Steve Lamacq - the Evening Ses- 
sion. 10.00 Trade update. 10.10 
John PeeL 124)0 Andy Kershaw. 
24)0 CBve Warren 4.00 - 6.30 
Scott MBlg. 

RADIO 2 

(88-902MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Alex Lester. 7.30 Sarah 
Kennedy. 9.30 Ken Bruce. 12.00 
Jxnmy Young. 2.00 Ed Stewart 
5.05 Johnnie Walker. 7.00 David 
Allan 8.00 Paul Jones. 9.00 Bar- 
ry Took's Comedy Classics: the 
Men from the Ministry. 9.30 Love 
40 - New BaHs Please. 10.00 
Girts and Guitars. 10.30 Richard 
Allnson. 12.00 Lynn Parsons. 
34)0 - 4jOO MO Dutta. 

RADIO 3 
(902-92.4MHZ FM ) 

6.00 On Air. 

9^)0 Master works. 

10^0 Artist of the Week. 

114)0 Sound Stories. 

124)0 Composer of the Week: 
Poulenc. * 

1.00 The Radio 3 Lunchtime Con- 

24)0 The BBC Orchestras. 

4JOO Ensemble. 

4.45 Music Machine 

5.00 in Tune. 

7.30 Performance on 3. A perfor- 
mance given at the 1997 
Lufthansa Festival of Baroque Mu- 
sk: conducted by Joshua Rifkin, 
an American Bach scholar and 
performer. Susanna Ryden (so- 
prano), Steven Rickards (coun- 
tertenor), Ian Partridge (tenor), 
Michael Schopper (bass), Bach 
Ensemble/Joshua Rifkin. Bach: 
Cantata No 30 ‘Freue dich, erloste 
Schar'; Mass in G, BWV236. 

8.35 Postscript Five specially 
commissioned dramatic mono- 
logues that combine fiction and a 
news story. 4: ‘Abide with Me’. By 
John Fletcher. (R) 

8455 London Symphony Orches- 
tra. Conductor Colin Davis. 

Sibelius; En Saga. Beethoven: 
Symphony No 7 in A. 

104K) Music Restored. Lucie 
Skeaping and Chris de Souza in- 
troduce the first of two pro- 


SKY PREMIER 

64X) Wak Like a Man (1987) (26281). 
B4H> Green Card (1990) (79026). 104)0 
Rog and Wo mbat ( 1998) (12668). 124)0 
The Directors (I5Z5SJ 14)0 Femmes Fa- 
lales (97303). 2JOO W&kUre a Man 
(Bd7) (515755). 3.45 Frog and Wombat 
(S98) (657485). 5^0 Green Card (1990) 
(7012 9). 730 Hoiywood Buzz (3755). 
B4M) Fret Do No Harm (1997) (38620). 
104)0 Metre (1997) (48754). 124)0 Steal- 
ing Beauty (1996) (33514). 2JD0 Awaken- 
ings 1 1990) (85175). 44)0 - 64)0 
Desperate Trai (1994) (8T798). 

SKY MOVIEMAX 

TOO The hired Heart (1997) (92465). 
f *2JDQ Tom Between Two Lovers (1979) 

! «T62ty 114)0 Unwed Father (1997) 

\ (35804V WO TheChaBengers (S88) 

; (62736V 34K) The Hred Heart (1997) 
r (67552). 54X) Tom Between Two Lovers 
! (1979) (64587). 74)0 Unwed Father (1997) 

I (31649)030 B News Week (4259). 9.00 
i Muder In Mhd (1996) (4664% 114)0 Ex- 
' ecutive Decision (1996) (8531B649V UO 
Bachelor Party (1984) (988576V 2J5 
Keys to Tulsa (1997) (678408V 4^50 - 
74)0 The Chafcngers (088) (57664934). 
SKY OMEMA 

44)0 The Fighting Seabees (1944) 
(8149620V 64K) H Be Seeing Yxr (044) 
(7527533V 84)0 SpeOxxnd (045) 
(7539378V 104)0 Brubaker (080) 
(64832610V 1240 Alex and the Gypsy 
(197B) (2444343V 150 Under the Vblcano 
. (084) (8070953V 3-4S The Lneup (058) 
(2535514V 545 Close. 

FflLMFOUR 

64)0 Widows 1 Peak (1994) (7419007; 
84K) The Last Emperor (087) (4303910V 
124)0 Go Fisfl (095) (9980446V 1^5 
The Farm - Angola USA (3361601V 2^5 
1884 (084) (2845798V 4-50 - 64)0 
Stranger Lett No Card (4000717; 
i DISCOVERY CHANNEL 
A4.00 Rex Hunft Fishing Adventures 
‘ (1096939V 44)0 Walter's World 
(1085823V 54)0 Connections 2 by James 
Burke (1539804V 300 FkstoryS Turning 
Points (11723P3). «4>0 AntmaJ Doctor 
(H79216V 6-30 Huntws (2493026; 7^0 
Beyond 2000 (1086552V 84U) Discover 
Magazine (9565858V 9.00 Clone Age 
(9472194V 104)0 Super Structures 
(9475281V tLOO Forensic Detectives 
(9137197V 124)0 UFQ Down to Earth 
(3086069; 14M) Conrtectkxrs 2 by James 
Burke (4268088V 130 Hstoryfe Tuning 
Points (B753779V 24)0 Ctasa 


Pick of the Day 


TWO IN A ROW to slay awake 
for. World of Pub (11pm Rl>, a 
blokeishly droll series by the 
up-and-coming Tbnv Roche, has 
been given a well-deserved longer 
slot. The basic gag remains 
unchanged: Dodgy Phil comes 
up with daft schemes to get folk 
into Barry and Garry's eternally 
doomed boozer - Lonight. a 
millennium makeover is decided 
upon. Edith Piaf (right) is listed 


as a special guest: enough said. 

It s followed, incongruously, by 
an adaptation of Geoffrey Hill's 
slim magnum opus, Mercian 
Hymns <1 1.30pm Rl) - the series 
of prose poems revisiting the 
life of the eighth-century overlord, 
Offa: “King of the perennial 
holly-groves". Simon Russell- 
Beale is among those savouring 
eveiy lush syllable. 

Dominic Cavendish 



grammes of previously unheard 
treasures from 'Music Restored's 
1998 recordings. This week^s se- 
lection includes Spanish polypho- 
ny from Chapelle du Roi; solos by 
fortepianist Ronald Brautigam, 
harpsichordist Mitzi Meyerson and 
theorbo player Rolf Lislevand; and 
a Bach aria sung by countertenor 
Robin Blaze. 

10.45 Night Waves. As Alfred 
Hitchcocks classic 'Psycho' is re- 
made shot by shot by Gus Van 
Sant Paul Allen examines the 
legacy of Norman Bates and the 
value of imitation. Plus the eagerly 
awaited European opening of a 
major retrospective of another 
master of atmosphere, the Ameri- 
can abstract artist Mark Rothko 

11.30 Jazz Notes. 

12.00 Composer of the Week: 
Saint-Saens. (R) 

14)0 - 6.00 Through the Night. 

RADIO 4 

(92A-94.6MHZ FM ) 

64)0 Today. 

9.00 NEWS; In Our Time with 
Melvyn Bragg. 

9.30 Lean Times. 

9.45 Serial: The Vanished World 
104)0 NEWS; Woman's Hour. 

11.00 NEWS: From Our Own Cor- 
respondent. 

11.30 Old Dog and the Partridge. 

12.00 NEWS; You and Yours. 

14)0 The World at One. 

1.30 Hidden Treasures 
24)0 NEWS: The Archers 

2.15 Afternoon Play: The Head of 
Medusa 

34)0 NEWS; Call You and Yours: 
0870 010 0444. 


3.30 The Melting PoL 

3.45 This Sceptred isle. 

4.00 Word of Mouth. 

4.30 The Material World. 

5.00 PM. 

6.00 Six O'Clock News. 

6.30 The Worriers. 

7.00 NEWS; The Archers. 

7.15 Front Row. John Wilson with 
the arts programme, including a 
reassessment of the screen's 
favourite sharp-talking, soft-heart- 
ed tough guy - Humphrey Bogart, 
who was born 100 years ago 

7.45 Under One Roof. The last of 
three five-part dramatisations from 
the Michele Hanson stories, with 
Janet Maw. Edna Dore and Luisa 
Bradshaw-White (4/5). 

8.00 NEWS: Case History. Pro- 
fessor Roy Porter reconsiders the 
performance of leading political 
figures of the 20th-century by 
looking at their health. Reagan 
and Brezhnev. In the 1980s, the 
world's superpowers were led on 
one side by someone who could 
not always remember the names 
of the cabinet, on the other by a 
man who called Margaret Thatch- 
er Mrs Gandhi just because an aid 
had given him the wrong cue 
card. (R) 

8.30 The Political Eura The Euro- 
pean single currency has been 
launched this week. But it is not 
just about money. It is a major po- 
litical step towards European inte- 
gration. Gordon Brewer assesses 
the implications. 

9.00 NEWS: Testbeds. 'Plastics 
for Everything - Including TV 
Screens'. In the first of a ten-part 


series, Vanessa Collingridge ex- 
plores the technologies that will 
shape our futura 

9.30 In Our Time with Melvyn 
Bragg. Melvyn Bragg and guest 
discuss ideas and events which 
have influenced our time. 

10.00 NEWS: The World Tonight 
With Robin Lustig. 

10.45 Book at Bedtime: Nana. 
Juliet Stevenson reads Emile Zo- 
las novel (4/15). 

11.00 NEWS: World of Pub Tony 
Roche's four-part comedy senes re- 
turns, with Dodgy Phil and another 
of his schemes to f9l the pub with 
punters. Special gfuest Edith Piaf. 
See Pick of the Day. 

11.30 Experimental Feature: 
Mercian Hymns. See Pick of 
the Day. 

11.45 It's a Funny Old World. 

12.00 News. 

12.30 The Late Book: The Re- 
straint of Beasts. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As World Service. 

5.30 World News. 

5.35 Shipping Forecast. 

5.40 Inshore Forecast 

5.45 Prayer for the Day. 

5.47 • 6.00 Farming Today. 

RADIO 4 LW 

(198kHz ) 

9.45 - 10.00 Daily Service. 124)0 
• 12.04 News; Shipping Forecast 
5.54 - 5.57 Shipping Forecast. 
1130 • 12.00 Today in Parliament 

RADIO 5 LIVE 

(693. 909kHz MW ) 

6.00 Breakfast 

9.00 Nicky Campbell. 


Satellite and Cable 


PICK OF THE Day 


THE AMERICAN medical series 
ER (9.30pm Sky l), may be over- 
hyped and over here, but it is 
one of the few television dramas 
that makes for consistently 
rewarding viewing. Emigrating 
from North London to Africa, 
it was one of the things that 
a woman in a recent Cutting 
Edge documentary was most 
worried about was missing. 
As it enters its fifth season, the 
series shows no sign of waning. 
After all, what other mere TV 


SKY 1 

7.00 Count Duckiia (98723). 7410 The 
Chris Evans Breakfast Show (64484). 
030 Holy wood Squares (71910). 94)0 
SaSy Jessy Raphael (91397; 104M> The 
Oprah Winfrey Show (86804; -tLOO 
Gufltyl (48228; 124)0 Jenny Jones 
(95945). LOO Mad about You (48264; 
L30 Jeopardy (29151; 24)0 SaRy Jessy 
Raphael (57804; 34)0 Jenny Jones 
'(11465; 4wOO Gufltyl (2320 0; 54)0 Star 
Trek: Deep Space Mne (364 s; 64K> Mar- 
ried with Children (7151). &SO Dream 
Team (1533; 74)0 The Simpsons (4378; 
700 The Simpsons (3945; 84)0 Ameri- 
cas Dumbest Criminate (3026; K30 
Woridfc Weirdest TV (2533; 94M) Friends 
(29484; 930 ER (80113; See Pfcflr of the 
Day. 10^0 Veronica's Closet (683031 
tLOO Dream Team (98259; tL30 Earth: 
Final Conffict [63736; 12^30 hfigNander 
(54156; L30 • 700 Long Play (5133088; 

SKY SPORTS 1 

74)0 Sky Sports Centre (6544213; 715 
Work! WtestSng (6T1668; Bis Sky Sports 
Centre (4462804; 430 Racing News 
(43849; 900 Aerobics - Oz Style <30129; 
9.30 You're on Sky Sports (61533; 

104)0 Figure Skaitog (BT397; 124)0 Aer- 
obics - Oz Style (47465; .1200 Budwete- 
er Basketball (54587; ZOO Total Sport 
(155^ 34H) Watersports World (423030. 
400 Pool £8910) 5.00 World Wresting 
Federation Superstars (5649; 64M) Sky 
Sports Centra (2281; &30 Football 
League Review (3533; 74>0 What a 


show could keep hold of a movie 
star such as George Clooney 
(right ) if it didn't maintain 
seriously high standards? In the 
first episode of a new series, 
we see the whirligig of action 
through the eyes of a newcomer 
to the Emergency Room, eager 
young medical student Lucy 
Knight As you might expect, 
she is thrown into the deep end 
without a lifebelt An old trick, 
deftly executed. 

James Rampton 


Weekend (6378; 7.30 FirtboJ Mundal 
(5945; 84)0 Spanish Footbal (76858V 
WOO Sky Sports Centre (684552V 1045 
You Ye on Sky Sports (B00945; 10.45 
Trans World Sport (494113; 1L45 Sky 
Sports Centre <876216; 124)0 YbuYa on 
Sky Sports (97T75; 12-30 Football Re- 
view (50156V LOO Spanish Football 
(705^. 34H) World Sport (74717; 44M) 
Sports Centra (15958175; 445 Ctosa 
SKY SPORTS 2 

TOO Aerobics • Oz Style (9856194; 700 
Sky Sports Centre (9350378; 745 Rac- 
ing News (8410484; 845 Unbelevabte 
Sports (8198397; 8-45 Sky Sports Cen- 
tre (9268571; 900 Fish TV Fishing Texas 
(6489216; 94M) Fish TV (7864194; 104)0 
Pool (9864113; tLOO Gott Extra 
(6037228V 24M) Unbelevable Sports 
(3232552V 24*0 Fastrax (4348604) 300 
Motor Sport (2972281; 400 Sports Un- 
Smlted (2064216; 500 Inside the PGA 
Tour (3223804; 500 Footbal Review 
(434262Q; BOO What a Weekend 
(4340633; 64*0 The Rugby Qub 
(2520282; 7-30 Ice Hockey (4392769; 
-HLOO Golf USA US (2971552; 12JM the 
PGA Tour (4951866; 1200 Goff USA 
(B187T75; zoo Ice Hockey <8386175; 
5J90-5J5 Sports Centre (45780330; 

SKY SPORTS 3 

1200 World Wfesting Federation Super- 
stars (68208200; LOO Fsh TV Fishing 
Texas (66478H3; L30 Fish TV - Tony 
Dean Outdoors $8295736; 200 Sky 



Sports Classics (13096755; 3^*0 The En- 
tertainers (19729200; 3.30 Rgure Skating 
(77515623; 5.30 Unbefievable Sports 
(42866533; 6JK) Survival of the Fittest 
(429896m; BOO Inside the PGA Tour 
(42887026; TOO TV^rt Lines (40268465; 
8jOO Motor Racing: Race of Champions 
1998 (40277113; 9JM> The Rugby Club 
(40264649; 10-00 Chariton* Football 
Scrapbook (50973303; 1L30 Ctosa 
EUROSPORT 

730 RaBy: Total Granada Dakar 99 
(20216; 030 Alpine Sknng (18649V 930 
Skflng <666105 tLOO Rafly (69026V 1L30 
Ski Junping (38H3; LOO Snowboarding 
(88200V 230 Alpine Skang (91262V 330 
Torres (16842; 530 A (pine Skfing (6945; 
630 Terris (75736V 730 FootbaD 
(284216; 930 Rally (70281V 1030 
AJptoe Sking (77533; 1130 Thai (27129). 
12-00 RaBy (82243; 1230 Ctosa 

UK GOLD 

730 Crossroads (4383295). 730 Neigh- 
bours (9342674; 735 EastEnders 
ftl 00533; 830 The BID (8568484; 930 
The Bill (8559736; 930 The House of 
EflOtt (2508939V 1030 Angels (8548620; 
tLOO Dallas (6973755V tL55 Neigh- 
bours (98825303V t235 EastEnders 
(7676007V 130 Jutet Bravo (4048668; 
230 Dallas (1251216; 2.55 The B1 
(1691533; 335 The Bif (68TT200V 335 
EastEnders (3688303V 430 Angels 
(1087281; 530 A) Creatures Great and 
Smafl (1550397V 630 Dynasty (4028804; 


12-00 The Midday News. 

1.00 Ruscoe and Co- 

4.00 Drive. 

7.00 News Extra. 

7.30 Hardest Game. Harry Car- 
penter has been the voice of box- 
ing for nearly 50 years - until he 
retired as BBC television's boxing 
commentator in 1992. In this se- 
ries, he reflects on the sport from 
the 1950s to the present day. 

8.00 Inside Edge. Rob Bonnet 
and the team investigate the is- 
sues that affect the sporting 
world. 

9.00 Hoops. Fat Freddy M 
rounds up the latest news from 
the British basketball scene, and 
footballing legend Ian Wright talks 
about his passion for basketbalL 

9.30 Sportshop. Trixie Rawlinson 
presents the sports consumer 
programme, including sporting in- 
vestigations and news of all Pie 
latest sporting gadgets. 

10.00 Late Night Live With Nick 
Robinson. Incl 1030 Sport TLOO 
News. 1115 The Financial World. 

1.00 Up All Night 

530 • 630 Morning Reports. 

CLASSIC FM 

(100.0-101.9MHz FM ) 

6.00 Nick Bailey. 830 Henry 
Kelly. 12.00 Requests. 2.00 Con- 
certo. 3.00 Jamie Crick. 6.30 
Newsnight. 700 Smooth Classics 
at Seven. 9.00 Evening Concert 

11.00 Alan Mann. 3.00 Mark 
Griffiths. 5.00 - 8.00 Nick Bailey. 
VIRGIN RADIO 

(1215 Tt97-1260kHz MW 1058MHz FM ) 

6.30 Chris Evans. 930 Russ 
Williams. 14)0 Nick Abbot 4.00 
Harriet Scott 7.30 Mark Forrest 
10^)0 Janey Lee Grace LOO 
James Merritt 4.30 Jeremy Clark. 
WORLD SERVICE RADIO 
(198kHz LW ) 

130 Newsdesk. L30 Composer 
of the Month. 230 Newsday. 2.30 
Focus on Faith. 3.00 World News. 
3.05 World Business Report 3.15 
Sports Roundup. 3.30 Assignment 

4.00 - 7.00 The World Today. 
TALK RADIO 

6.00 Bill Overton and Sally Meen. 

9.00 Scott Chisholm. 12.00 Lor- 
raine Kelly. 2.00 Anna Raeburn. 
430 Peter Deeley. 5.00 The 
Sports Zone. 830 James Whale. 
1230 - 6.00 Ian Collins 


7.00 May to December (9802026; 730 
The Comedy Alternative: It Ain't Half Hot 
Mum (W74874; 830 Yes, Mrister 
(3791736; 9.00 Fawtty Towers (4808281; 
9-40 Fawtty Towers (4495277; 10-25 
tvanhoe (92491939; 1L30 The BO 
(6374656V 1230 The Bi (5044779; 

1230 Spender (9614525; L25 Film: 
The Ghoul (1933) (39793111 330 - 730 
Shoppng with Screenshop (289504Q; 
LIVING 

630 Tiny and Crew (49841113; 630 
Phfcert the Frog (29727200V 630 John- 
son and Friends (6460521 6). BOS Tiny 
Tales ( 179595331 630 Polka Dot Shorts 
(17970026). 730 Practical Parenting 
(523066a; 735 Professor Brittle 
(5214649V 730 Cafflou (5137842; 735 
Bug Alert (6284378; 735 Practical Par- . 
anting (6758194; 830 Barney and 
Friends (2949823; 830 Tiny Ikies 
(747*194; 835 Tiny and Crew (8825804; 
830 Practical Parenfrtg (9334194; 930 
Diet Show (2035674; 930 The Rosearme 
Show (3968262; 1030 The Jerry 
Springer Show (6724007; 1030 Maury 
Povrich (55446WV 1L40 Brookstde 
(56445216; 1240 Animal Rescue 
(74556281; 1230 Rescue 911 (13681668; 
140 Special Babies (23949007; L40 Be- 
yond Beief (79514378; 240 LA Law 
(3626303V 340 The Jerry Springer Show 
(7489484; 430 Michael Cote (4083007; 
430 Rotonda (9459561; 340 Ready. 
Steady, Cook (7880674; 645 Jerry 
Springer (1078303; 735 Rescue 9Tf 
(4195 T13; 735 Arimal Rescue (9578533V 
830 Murder CaB (7526804; 930 FOm: 
Cal Me Anna (1990) (7529991; 1130 Sex 
Life Down Under (3689804; 1230 Ctosa. 
TNT 

930 Tappy New Year Marlowe (1969) 
(40278842V 1130 Lady in the Lake (1946) 
(21470668; LOO Sitting Target (1972) 
(2142139^. 330 Marlowe (1969) 
(81489840). 530 Close 
PARAMOUNT COIEDY CHANNEL 
TOO Cfceless (7620; 730 Desmonds 
(3587; 830 Roseanne (3668; 830 Just 
Shoot Me (8303; 930 Cybfl (52736; 930 
Seinfeld (B3755V 1030 Ffesier (46736V 
1030 Cheers £5484; 1LOO Festival of 
Fun II (5728i; 1130 The Larry Sanders 
Show (92991V 1230 Late N^it with David 
Lalterman (51934). LOO Taxi (21866; 130 
The Critic (68885; 230 Dr Kscz (38205V 
230 Soap (40040V 330 Wings (34330; 
330 Mghtstand (31392; 430 Ctase 


CHESS 

JON SPEELMAN 


IVAN SOKOLOV increased his lead 
to a full point in Hastings on Tues- 
day with a win against Tony Miles: 
Miles had sacrificed his h pawn in 
the opening but then neglected the 
chance to go into an inferior but 
tenable endgame and came under 
a withering attack. Meanwhile 
Matthew Sadler drew with Sergei 
Shipov Mid Emms drew with me; 
but Ponomariov won as Black 
against Saltaev and 1 7-year- old 
Laurent Fressinet shocked Jim 
Plaskett with thunder out of an 
apparently dear sky. 

With two rounds to go, the 
scores were: Sokolov 5*7. Shipov 
4.5, Sadler and Ponomariov 4, 
Emms and myself 3.5. Fressinet 3, 
Miles and Plaskett 2.5 and Saltaev 
2. In a standard Sic ilian . Plaskett 
delayed castling until attacking the 
d3 bishop, so that White couldn't 
attack h? starting with e5. When he 
got in ...e5xf4 Black appeared to 
have the advantage and the pawn 
sacrifice 22... d5 opened up the 
bishop's diagonal towards g2. 

In the diagram. White has just 
taken aim at g7. Normally with 
three pawns in front of the king and 
plenty of defenders this should be 
no problem. So 27... Qb4? was 
quite natural until it got hit with the 
\icious 28 Rd7.\ [ teeing up for 29 
Rxd8! After the game. I looked 
briefly with Fressinet in search of 
a defence here. The best 1 could see 
was 28... g6 29 RxdS Rcxd8 30 Bxffi 
Rd6 but 31 Qh4 ought to win. This 
is a position for machines, though, 
and when 1 consulted Fritz it sug- 
gested the splendid deflection 28... 
Re3!! 29 Qxe3 Nxd7. Now it want- 
ed to win a pawn with 30 Qe8+ Nf8 
31 QxfT+ Kxf7 32 Nd5+. Instead 30 
Bxg7 Kxg7 31 Nb5+ is very dan- 
gerous, but Kh6! may defend. 

Going back to the dia gr am, if 


IH 




27. . . Rxc3 28 Bxc3 Bxg2 + 29 Qxg2 
Qxc3 is playable. I proposed 
instead 27... g6 28 Qg5 (not 28 
Rbl? Qxbl + ! 29 Nxbl Rcl+ 30 
Bgl Bb6) 28... Rxc3 29 Bxc3 
Bxg2+- 30 Qxg2 Qxc3 when g6 is 
very useful. 

We dismissed 28... Nh5 in view 
of 29 Qh6 but then Bc7!! (Fritz) 
seems to work. One line trundles on 
30 Ne4 Bxf4 31 Qxf4 Nxf4 32 Nf6-t- 
(32 Bxb2 Bxe4 33 dxe4 is relative- 
ly best) KhS 33 Bxb2 Bxg2+ 34 
Kgl Re2 35 Rxf4 Rxb2 36 RE Rb7! 
with a big advantage. 


White: L 
Blade J 

l e4 c5 
2Nf3e6 

3 d4 cxd4 

4 Nxd4 Nc6 

5 Nc3 Qc7 

6 Be3 a6 

7 Bd3b5 

8 f4 Bb7 

9 Nb3 Nffi 
10 0-0 d6 
llQf3Re7 
12 Qh3 Rc8 
13a3b4 

14 axb4 Nxb4 

15 Nd4 0-0 

16 Ra4 Nxd3 

17 cxd3 RfeB 


Fressinet 

Plaskett 

18 Nde2 Qd7 

19 Ra5 e5 

20 Qg3 Bd8 

21 Raal exf4 

22 Nxf4 d5 

23 exdo Bxd5 

24 Rxa6Ba8 

25 Khl Qb7 

26 Ra7 Qxb2 

27 Bd4 (see 
diagram) Qb4'! 

28 Rd7!! KfS 

29 Nb5! Nxd7 

30 Bxg7+ Ke7 

31 Rel+ Ne5 

32 Qxe5+ 1-0 


POKER 

David Spanier 


AMID A flurry of contradictory 
rumours coming out of Las Vegas, 
it now appears that the 1999 World 
Series of Poker, in truncated form, 
will be held at Binion s Horseshoe 
from 28 April to 12 May. The World 
Championship itself - which if it 
attracts the usual 300-plus play- 
ers. paying $10,000 each to enter, 
yields a first prize of $lm - will be 
shortened to three days. 

It is not yet dear whether the 
Horseshoe's new owner, Betty 
Behnen, will give the event the 
publicity and promotion which her 
brother Jack was so happy to pro- 
vide. He is down in Mississippi 
doing very nicely thank you, and 
has no intention of coming back to 
Vegas. The downtown area is suf- 
fering badly from a surfeit of cas- 
inos on the Strip and elsewhere. 
The very survival of old-style prop- 
erties like the Horseshoe down in ' 
“glitter gulch” is under threat 

To more cheerful news: a lot of 
British players wifi be hitting the 
Vegas trail for the Rio's “Camivale 
of Poker" from 10 to 28 January. 
The Wo is an all-suite resort, just 
behind the Mirage and Caesars. 
This annual tournament, with an 
estimated prize pool of $3.5m, is 
proving a major attraction. But the 
biggest event of the year may turn 
out to be theTournament of Cham- 


pions at the Orleans, from 26 to 28 
July. Poker players will always go 
where the action is. 

The European Poker Champ- 
ionship will be held, as last year; at 
the Club d'Aviation in Paris, 6-14 
February, a fabulous venue for 
poker (104. Avenue des Champs- 
Elysees). Three hours on the 
Eurostar and a taxi ride make it 
easy to reach. Hotels in Paris are 
not cheap, mais alors, you are not 
going over there to sleep, are you? 
Another European event worth 
noting is the Spring Festival at the 
Concord Card Casino in Vienna, 18- 
28 March. How long before they bet 
in euros, I wonder. 

In Britain, the best hope for 
growth may lie in the approval of 
limited advertising by the casinos, 
as signalled by the Home Office. It 
will surely be helpful to inform the 
public, via local papers and listings 
magazines, that poker is on offer. 
Where one or two new players 
come, their friends will follow. With 
a few more people learning the 
game, numbers will rise. The main 
reason new players do not venture 
inside casino card rooms, so I am 
told, is that they feel intimidated. 
Casino managements can do their 
bit But the main effort is up to us, 
the players, to give newcomers a 
feeling they are welcome. 
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[151 116 


117 118 
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Regional Television Variations 


, ...-.SriO?' 
V .,iiv r*l 


N -iiv i’f 


BBC1 N IRELAND 

As BBC1 London except: 6.30 

Newsline 630 (281). 

BBC1 SCOTLAND 

As BBC1 London except; 2-55 

Dotaman (3886823; 340 Dochaidh Mor 
(OaKey Doke) (91358041 6-00 News 
(129; 600 Reporting Scotland; Weather 
P8i; 

BBC1 WALES 

As BfiCI London except: 6-30 

t Wales Today (28i; 2^5 Joins BBC 
• News 34 (79419224; 

‘ANGLIA 

Carlton except 12-20 Angfa 
»ewe and Weather (6146755; LOO Up- 
P^hot (1490378; 1-35 Home and Away 
; ? (65548804; 2.00 The Jerry Springer 
;• Show (2060113). 3JZ0 Angfa News and 
Kyimm (2154397). SM Shortiand 
^Street (3551246; 6.00 Home and Away 
.£(396842; BOS Angfia News (286133). 
Golden Lotus (533). «L30 Angfia 
News and Wtather P75%; 12d0 ges 
the Dartelde (5141953; 12.40 pie 
ff-Jeny Springer Show (7924088; I^S 


i804; 3-55 Murder. S hs Wr utg 
. 4^45 Judge Judy (347S7866; 


5.05 rrv Mghtscreen (1901885; 

CENTRAL 

As Carlton except: 1200 Central 
News and Waather (6146755; loo 
Echo Point (60844 300 Central News 
(2154397; 540 Shortiand Street 
(3551246; LOO Home and Away (397). 
&30 Central News and weather 
(468397; 6-55 UteSne (861620). 700 
My Mumfe a Knockout (533). 10.30 
Central News (2/5736) 4 JO Jobfinder 
(8345427; 5-20 Asian Eye (4473021; 
HTV WALES 

As Carlton except: 10.25 This 
Morning [62898303; 12J5 HTV News 
(9520007). LOO Shorttand Street 
(1490378; L35 Home and Away 
(65548804; 2-00 The Jerry Sprtoger 
Show (2060H3; 3^0 HTV News 
(2154397; 5.10 A County Practice 
(3551246; BOO Home and Away 
(395642; 6.25 Wales Tonight (2661331 
700 Somewhere In Wales - St Fagans 
at Fifty (533; 10-30 HTV News 
1275736; 12.10 Jenny (5141S63; tt40 
The Jeny Springer Show (7934088; 
L25 Film: The Super (9163953; 2.55 
Box Office America (7062311; 305 Cy- 
bernet (86748604; 3.S5 Murder She 
Wrote (1800359; 405 Judge Judy 


(34797866; 50)5 Nightscreen (1901886; 

HTV WEST . 

As HTV Wales except CL25 West 
Vfeatfier (44*20; 600 W&sndright (64a; 
730 Making of Mother Goose (533) 

MERIDIAN 

As Carlton except: 10.25 This 
Morning (62898303; 12J5 Meridian 
News and Weather (9520007; LOO 
Shortiand Street (1490378; L35 Home 
and Away (65548804; 200 The Jerry 
Springer Shaw (2060113). 3.20 Meridian 
News and Weather (2154397; 5 JO 
Home and Away (3551246; 507 
Crbnestoppers (864200; &00 Meridian 
Tonight (397; 6-30 Getaways (649; 
7.30 wadfife SOS (533; 10.30 Meridten 
News and Weather (27573 6) 12M Jen- 
ny (5V41953; 1200 The Jerry Springer 
Show (7924088). L25 Film: The Super 

S 205 Box Office America 
3 05 Cybernet (86748804; 
der. She Wrote (1800359; 

4.45 Judge Judy (34797866; 5-05 
Frees creen (1901885; 

WESTCOUNTRY 
As Carlton except: 10.25 This 
Momtog (62896303; 1245 Westcountry 
News (9520007; 1207 llUxninations 
(6227674; LOO Emmerdale (60842; 


3-20 Westcountry News (2154397). 
4.40 Worst Witch (6501561; 4.45 
Wbrsl Witch (1982945; 6.00 Westtoun- 
try Live (64007; 7.30 Stately Steeples 
(533; 10.30 Westcountry News and 
Weather (275736; 12J0 PuWc Morals 
(5141953; 12.40 The Jerry Springer 
Slow (7934088; L25 F4m: The Super 
(9163953). 2.55 Box Office America 
(70923m 3-25 Cybernet (86718004; 
3^5 Murder. She Wrote (1800359; 
405 Judge Judy (34797866; 5-05 ITV 
Nightscreen (1901885; 

YORKSHIRE 

As Csrtton except: 12-20 Calendar 
News and Weather (6 14675 5). LOO 
Home and Away (60842; 2.15 Em- 
merdale [653484; 3-20 Calendar News 
and weather (21543 37; fi.00 Calendar 
News and Weather (397). 6 JO Tonight 
(649; 7.30 Katies Dream p3gjo jo 
Calendar News and Weather (275736; 
4.20 Jobfinder (8334311; 

TYNE TEES 

As Yorkshire except: 1200 Noth 
East News and weather (6146755; 120 
North East News Headines (2154397; 
5-40 News; Weather (248587; 5^5 
North East weather (905656; 6JKJ 
North East Tonight [64007; 7.30 Mag- 


netic North (533; 10-30 North East 
News and Weather (275736; 

S4C 

As Channel 4 except: 9.00 The 

Cosby Show (16721804; 9.30 Film: The 
House on Telegraph HUT (61398007; 
12.00 Caroline in the City (16741668; 
12.30 Sesame Street (38736842). loo 
Planed Plant (47238945; L30 Film: 

The African Queer (9983823). 4 jO© Fif- 
teen to One (56435484; 400 FticKi 
Lake (56431668; 5.00 Planed Plant: 
Lined 5 (45882718; 5^0 Countdown 
(56415620). 6.00 NewydcSOn (69394910; 
630 Heno (95003007; 700 Pobol y 
Cwm (11565754; 7.30 Newyddion 
(56432397). BOO Penblwydd Hapus: 
Birthday surprises with Arfon Haines 
Davies. An ex-prisoner of war is reunired 
with old friends (98831282; 8 JO Pam 
Fi Duw?: Drama series sat in a Valleys 
comprehensive schooL Something 
seems to be troubfing Rhys. Will Prisl be 
successful on the rugby field? 

(11565709). 9410 i dot (78629282). 

IOjOO Glorious (24435620; TL05 Bob 
and Margaret (84165115; 11.35 Whose 
Une Is It Anyway? (®071674; 124)5 
Dispatohes (94472224; L05 Trial and 
Error (71344717; 24)5 Close. 


ACROSS 

I Perfume (5) 

4 Fix (7) 

8 China. Japan etc (3.4) 

9 Written composition (5) 

10 Heave (5) 

II Coming into betnc (7) 

13 Rim (4) 

15 Drink of the gods (6) 

17 Ejected (t>) 

20 Relative (4 ) 

22 Military fieldwork (7) 

24 Bird of prey (5) 

26 Small cat-lie carnivore (5) 

27 Disgusting (7) 

28 Kind of frozen dessert (7) 

29 Breathing organs (5) 


DOWN 

1 Crocus (7) 

2 Heron (5) 

3 Windpipe (7) 

4 Standing in for (6) 

5 Newspapers (5) 

6 Examine (7) 

7 Meeting (5) 

12 Long period of lime (4) 

14 Dingy (4) 

16 Dead body (7) 

15 Implement (7) 

19 Slimmers{7) 

21 Furthest extent (6) 

22 Go over again (5) 

23 Extreme (5) 

25 Gather (5) 


Solution to yesterday’s Concise Crossmnt 


!6 Error. 17 \apic. 
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